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SOUTH AFRICA: DAISY PRODUCTION WORKSHOP

DAISY DISCIPLES "SPAWNED"

Shakila Maharaj, Co-ordinator for the South African DAISY For All Project reports enthusiastically that the DAISY Workshop held in Johannesburg South Africa May 5 to 9 was "a phenomenal training experience".

Close up of workshop

Participants initially felt somewhat intimidated and ill-equipped to deal with DAISY, despite their good computer literacy backgrounds. However, as the training progressed this feeling rapidly transformed to enthusiasm, excitement and total commitment to DAISY for all People with Disabilities. They are now calling themselves the "DAISY Disciples", committed to disseminating information and sharing the DAISY skills they have learnt. All participants coped well with the training and some excelled, already demonstrating potential to be trainers themselves.
There is a great deal of enthusiasm for DAISY in the South African disability community; 27 participants registered for this workshop. 

Hiroshi Kawamura and 6 DAISY experts from India, Switzerland and Japan conducted the workshop, providing training and support during the five days. Participants from across South Africa represented 20 disability organisations, including the dyslexia, autism, intellectual disability, mental health and the blindness communities, the QuadPara Association of South Africa, the Deaf Community of South Africa. Six of the participants were screen reader users and 2 were accompanied by care givers. Universities, the assistive technology industry, and, the International Labour Organisation (ILO) also participated in this 5 day intensive DAISY production workshop which included training in the use of Microsoft's "Save As DAISY XML" and the DAISY Pipeline.

Workshop in Johannesburg, South Africa

Some of the challenges faced resulted from the variety, configuration of and software on the laptops brought by the participants to use for the workshop. Challenges were resolved with the support of DAISY experts, Sonata and the South African colleagues who were also present.

The text chosen as a production sample for the workshop was a training manual on HIV/AIDS edited by Disabled People South Africa (DPSA). 

An agreement between the DAISY Consortium and DPSA has been made to translate this manual into the 10 official languages of South Africa (it is already available in English). The 11 language editions will be produced in DAISY format and will be used for AIDS prevention and treatment training in South Africa. Distribution of the multi-language DAISY formatted manuals will be shared by the DAISY Consortium and DPSA. This joint activity will contribute to the entire disability community and to the wider community in South Africa.

Some of the comments from workshop participants were:

"I can see immediately how positively DAISY will impact educating learners with autism." - Representative from Autism South Africa 

"It is amazing; I want to make this my career. I teach children with diverse disabilities and DAISY will benefit all." - Representative from National Council For Persons with Physical Disabilities

"I want to further my skills in DAISY and become an international trainer. The Deaf will definitely benefit." - Representative from DEAFSA - formerly known as the South African National Council for the Deaf

"I am going to immediately put the computer training manuals at our computer school into DAISY format." - Representative from Quadriplegic Association of South Africa

"The production is not difficult. We can handle it and the benefits are boundless for us." - Representative from the Blind Sector, Disability Unit University of South Africa

"DAISY will definitely benefit people with dyslexia. The multimedia approach to reading makes this a radical development for the community with dyslexia." - Representative from Dyslexia South Africa

Nippon Foundation Logo

The DAISY Workshop was sponsored by the DAISY Consortium, funded by the Nippon Foundation, and, supported by SIDA and TPB (the Swedish Library of Talking Books and Braille). Microsoft provided generous technical support; appreciation goes to Paulo Ferreira, the Johannesburg representative and Michael Thatcher, Regional Technical Officer, Africa and Middle East, who facilitated this support. The disability sector in South Africa is overwhelmed by the generosity of the Nippon Foundation in supporting this ground breaking event.

The South African media gave prominent attention to the event. Radio, TV and press interviews were conducted. It was an interesting experience for the trainers and participants when the DTV camera crew and interviewers were recording and interviewing.

In South Africa, DTV is Deaf TV, and the entire TV crew and the interviewer were deaf and communicate using sign language.

Workshop in Johannesburg, South Africa

Shakila Maharaj states, "In going forward, a formal DAISY Forum will be constituted to ensure multiple projects with each disability group are initiated and implemented and that advocacy is continuous."

"We have truly been touched by the `Hiroshi Magic`. Hiroshi Kawamura has succeeded in making `DAISY For All` a reality in South Africa."

(Taken from the May issue of the DAISY Planet)

INVITATION TO UBC TRAINING AND GENERAL BRAILLE DAY

Hi all 

As part of our Louis Braille Bicentenary celebrations the SA National Council for the Blind and Blind SA will jointly offer a UBC (Unified Braille Code) training session on 26 June followed by a workshop on 27 June for the discussion of general matters related to braille. These two events will be hosted by the SANCB at Optima. 

You are cordially invited to attend any one or both sessions. Accommodation provided by the SANCB and meals are free for the first 50 people to register. You are only responsible for your own travel cost. To reserve your place, phone Mika at 012-452-3811. Please bring along your own braille writing equipment. 

The UBC training will be specifically aimed at individuals; for that reason we request that schools who wish to send teachers, do not send more than one teacher and such a teacher should be a braille expert. We would like to accommodate as many individuals as possible. 

For further information, please contact: 

Dr Obert Maguvhe 
Work phone: 012-452-3811 
E-mail: obert@sancb.org.za 

Or Christo de Klerk 
Work phone: 011-350-8132 
Home phone: 011-869-8265 
Cellphone: 082-822-2706 
E-mail: cjdk@mweb.co.za 

Please make an effort to attend. We are looking forward to seeing you there. 

Kind regards 

Christo de Klerk 

THE 2008 INDEPENDENT LIVING DISABILITY LIFESTYLE EXPO

(received via Email)

The annual International Living Independently Disability Lifestyle Expo takes place at the Nasrec Exhibition Centre in South-West Johannesburg from October 2 to 5 2008. 

The four-day event will focus on strategies for achieving full inclusion for people with disabilities and is for children and adults with disabilities, family members, caregivers, the senior community, healthcare providers, educators and other service providers. 

It aims to help fully integrate the disabled into society and showcase various resources that will significantly improve the lives of disabled people. 

National and international exhibitors will be exhibiting and demonstrating various products available for persons with disabilities. 

There will be demonstrations, workshops, fun activities and much more! A family day will focus on children with disabilities. A diverse and dynamic entertainment mix will showcase professional artists living with a disability and will create a greater awareness and appreciation of these artists. 

Agulhas Theatre Works and the Independent Living Centre have put together a Disability Lifestyle Expo that boasts an all inclusive and holistic arts, culture and sports programme. 

It is extending an invitation to all mainstream schools, community groups and special needs schools to come and showcase their productions and work. There's also a fashion show and photography mentorship course. 

With the focus of Beijing Paralympics and 2010, there will be an emphasis on sports equipment, tourism and skills development. The South African Paralympics will have returned from Beijing Paralympics and will be at the event to sign autographs and a match will be played where one can see the heroes of Beijing. 

The expo will be preceded by a gala dinner and jazz evening with the Minister in Presidency Dr Essop Pahad which takes place at Museum Africa on Wednesday, October 1. It will include performances by jazz musicians with disabilities as well as a performance of, the true story of Amos About A Man and how his life changed. 

Corporates and other interested parties are being asked to sponsor the event and allow those with disabilities an outlet for growth and self-fulfilment and opportunities for self-determination. 

A number of sponsorship packages are available. 

The International Living Independently Disability Lifestyle Expo runs at Nasrec from Thursday, October 2 to Sunday, October 5. It is open from 9am to 5pm Thursday to Saturday and 9am to 1pm on Sunday. Entrance is R25 for adults and R10 for children and children under 10 admitted free of charge. 

All door proceeds to be donated to various Rehabilitation centres and disabled children homes. The expo has the full support and backing of the Secretariat of the Africa Decade of Persons with Disabilities (SADPD). Anyone wanting to book space for the International Living Independently Disability Lifestyle Expo can do so by contacting Melissa on 084-609-0585/independentliving08@gmail.com.

"Being disabled should not mean being disqualified from having access to every aspect of life" - Emma Thompson 

MEDIA QUERIES 

Bridget van Oerle/Anele Sigidi BUZ Publicity 

011-673-4995/083-263-6991 

bridget@buz.co.za; buz@buz.co.za; info@buz.co.za 

Fax 011-388-4404 

PO Box 1149, Auckland Park 2006 

Arts and Culture Trust Publicist of the Year 1999/2004 

The following article was originally published in the Roodepoort Record, 16 May 2008: 

COMPUTERS FOR THE DISABLED

Sechaba Medical Solutions, one of South Africa's leading medical fund administrators, recently donated 10 new personal computers to Action for Blind and Disabled Children, a non-governmental organisation that offers free computer skills tuition. 

Action is the only institution in South Africa that provides this free tuition without any government funding. In addition to providing computer skills tuition, Action for Blind and Disabled Children also provides free Grade 12 tuition, transport to and from classes and a meal on class days to visually impaired and physically disabled students. 

"We are grateful to any company, organisation or individual who can assist us in our endeavour to provide our students with the necessary skills to support themselves," says Ian Bottomley, Treasurer and co-founder of Action for Blind and Disabled Children. 

Commenting on the donation, Thokozani Magwaza, CEO of Sechaba Medical Solutions says, "We are honoured to be part of such a wonderful cause and salute the team who work so passionately and strive daily to assist these people. 

"We are proud of Action's achievement and our donation is the least we can do as a token of our gratitude for their tireless efforts." 

The following Sapa release was published by the Pretoria News, 13 May 2008: 

`LOTTO IS NOT FUNDING CHARITIES`

Tens of millions of rands of Lotto money earmarked for charities and good causes is lying undistributed in the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF), the Democratic Alliance said on Monday. 

Over a 100 non-profit organisations were affected, and the situation had reached a point where many were cutting staff, salaries and services in order to keep going, DA social development spokesperson Janet Semple told a parliamentary media briefing. She said her party had received submissions on the funding crisis from 105 organisations, most of which did not want to be named because they were "terrified of some sort of retribution" from the NLDTF, after being told by officials that if they complained they would get no money. 

The DA's claim that fund officials threatened applicants has been strongly denied by the NLDTF. "That's utter nonsense ... it's not true," NLDTF spokesperson Sershan Naidoo told Sapa. 

He called on organisations who believed they had been treated in such a way to come forward and not "complain under a cloud of anonymity". 

Semple said it appeared the NLDTF's payments system had worked effectively up until 2006. 

"But no money was distributed [in that year], and the situation has not improved substantially since then .... Massive inefficiency appears to be the biggest problem," she said. 

Her colleague, DA trade and industry spokesperson Pierre Rabie, said there was a "vast amount" of money outstanding in payments that should have been made by the NLDTF. Asked to put a figure on this, he said a total had not been estimated, but agreed it was likely in the tens of millions. 

Semple said the problems at the NLDTF were "endemic and enormous". Its "negligence and sluggishness" in the processing of funding applications had been disastrous for many charities. 

"The result of this is that many ill, hungry, illiterate, disabled or poor South Africans are not receiving the care from these organisations that they would otherwise receive," she said. 

Naidoo said the NLDTF was subject to a stringent annual audit, and that to date, nothing untoward had ever been found concerning the fund. 

Asked if, in general terms, there had been some delays and problems, he conceded "we've had a few issues". These mainly related to the fact that the amounts being asked for by applicants totalled in the millions of rands, and each application needed careful checking. 

"We try and process all applications within a year," he said. 

Naidoo said the NLDTF was trying to arrange a meeting – through the department of trade and industry – with the DA to discuss the problems the party had with the fund. – Sapa 

The following article was originally published in the Cape Times, 1 May 2008 (page 6): 

LAWYER FILES APPLICATION AGAINST JCC

By Fatima Schroeder
A visually impaired attorney who has applied unsuccessfully three times to become a magistrate, has filed an application against the Judicial Committee for the Lower Courts to stop it from filling vacancies for magistrates. 

Gregory Neville Derris, 37, who has a practice in Athlone, claims he has not been short-listed because he is visually impaired. He has asked the committee to give him the shortlist of candidates. 

In papers filed at the Cape High Court, Derris said he believed he met the requirements. When he realised he had not been shortlisted, he wrote to the commission asking for the reasons. He said policy and legislation required that special consideration be given to the disadvantaged and people with disabilities. Had it been the first time, he would have accepted that he had not been shortlisted. 

It was "questionable" that he had been turned down three times, Derris said. He intends to take the matter to the highest court. The committee is to oppose the application and has filed answering papers. 

In an affidavit, committee chair Fatima Chohan said any order granted by the court would be of no effect because Derris had not joined the Magistrates' Commission or the minister of justice as parties. She said the advertisement listed the minimum requirements for the positions and Derris's qualification and years of experience in the legal profession did not necessarily guarantee his appointment. 

The committee had drawn up a list of categories for the positions, based on the demographics of South Africa, the Western Cape and magistrates in the country, Chohan said. 

The aim was to bring the demographics in certain courts into balance by stipulating that appointees be of a certain ethnic group or gender. Only then did the committee look at the applications submitted. Applicants were considered on the basis of their experience, their qualifications and the needs of the office for which they applied. 

Derris was not experienced enough for the positions, Chohan said. He had only nine and three-quarter years of experience in the legal profession, while others had more than 10. 

Also, two of the applicants shortlisted had physical disabilities - one was in a wheelchair and the other wore a prosthesis. 

A third applicant, who had not described herself as disabled, had a non-treatable viral infection that could suppress the immune system to the extent that hospitalisation for swelling of the brain and pneumonia had been necessary. 

Acting Justice Deon Irish postponed the application to May 8. 

fatima.schroeder@inl.co.za 

The following Sapa release was published by Independent Online, 29 April 2008: 

SAHRC WELCOMES RIGHTS CONVENTION

The Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) on Tuesday welcomed the UN Convention on the Rights of People with disabilities. 

The convention will come into operation on Saturday while its Optional Protocol comes into operation 30 days later. 

"The SAHRC welcomes this turn of events and is particularly pleased that South Africa is one of the first countries to ratify the Convention," the Commission's Simmi Pillay said in a statement. 

The Convention is the response of the international community to the discrimination and exclusion of people with disabilities. 

"This Convention finally strategically consolidates all the needs of people with varying disabilities into provisions that the state must ensure is progressively realised. 

"Local legislation must now align itself with the contents of the Convention in order to guarantee that true and meaningful transformation takes place for people with disabilities that affect them on a day to day basis. 

"As a country, South Africa is obliged to comply with the Convention," said the Commission. 

The Commission said it hoped that other African countries would ratify the convention. 

"The prevalence of HIV and Aids, poverty and civil wars, to name but a few challenges faced by Africa have a catastrophic impact on the prevalence of disabilities. It is noted that our sister countries Egypt, Gabon, Namibia, Tunisia and Mali have also ratified and we are hopeful that the rest of African will follow suit," said Pillay. 

The SAHRC also expressed concern about access to education and health for disabled people. "Swift and effective action must be taken to achieve and exceed the minimum employment targets of two percent in both government and business". - Sapa
INNIGE MEEGEVOEL

Graag wil ons langs hierdie weg ons innige meegevoel betuig aan Heila De Beer met die afsterwe van haar man Marinus. 

Heila is aan almal goed bekend en is al vir baie jare betrokke met verskillende aspekte rakende blindheid. Die opvoeding van blinde leerders lê haar baie na aan die hart. 

Heila, ons dink aan jou in hierdie tyd en ons gebede is met jou.

AFRIKAANSE KERKDIENS OP SABC 2

Vriende, 

Baie goeie nuus .... 'n Pastoor in Alberton, Andries Enslin van die Lewens Sentrum in Alberton, het dit reggekry dat ons weer na 'n kort boodskap "IN AFRIKAANS" op TV2 kan kyk. Dis baie vroeg op 'n Saterdagoggend maar ons bid en glo dat dit na 'n ander tydgleuf geskuif gaan word. 

Om 5 uur elke Saterdagoggend word 'n Kerkdiens uitgesaai in ons eie taal. Pastoor Enslin het met oortuiging die SABC genader met so 'n versoek en dit is aanvaar. Die uitsending van hierdie Boodskap, elke Saterdagoggend, is nou in 'n "toetsperiode". Alles hang af van die "gewildheid van die program". Skryf aan SABC TV2 of stuur 'n e-pos en bedank hulle vir die besluit wat hulle geneem het om ook so 'n bydrae te lewer aan al die Christene in Suid-Afrika wat 'n behoefte het aan so 'n program.

Wat met hierdie halfuur op Saterdagoggende 5 uur gaan gebeur is nou in jou hande. Mag God dan ook hierdie poging van Pastoor Andries Enslin seën en dat die Woord ook op hierdie manier aan mense gebring kan word waar daar 'n baie groot behoefte is. Ondersteun hierdie program en ek glo ons sal wonderwerke sien gebeur wat ons met verwondering sal laat stilstaan. 

Beste wense en mag ons Hemelse Vader met julle almal wees.

Rudolf Van Vuuren, Proesstraat 152, Pretoria, 0001 

Tel 012 311 5479 

Faks 086 519 6100 

GRAAD 5 AFRIKAANS EKSAMEN

1. Waarvoor word beesvelle gebruik? Om die bees binne te hou. 

2. Wat is outobiografie? Dis die ontstaan en geskiedenis van die motorkar. 

3. Noem 5 dinge wat melk bevat? Kaas, botter en 3 koeie. 

4. Wat is die verlede tyd van eet? Honger. 
5. Wat is die verkleinwoord van Oupa? Kleinseun. 

6. Wat is die teenoorgestelde van kleinneef? Kleinteef. 

7. Wat is die doel van die kies- en oogtande? Die kiestande kou die kos en die oogtande kyk dat hulle die kouwerk goed doen. 

8. Voltooi die volgende idioom: Hoe meer haas ... hoe groter haaspastei. 

9. Wat is die meervoud van kabeljou? Kabeljulle. 

10. 'n Sin met "ter aarde bestel ...." "Wie op ter aarde bestel so 'n groot koek?" 

11. Formule vir 'n sirkel se omtrek: "Paai straal kordaat." 

12. Wat is teenoorstaande hoeke? Hoeke wat vir mekaar kyk. 

13. Waarom is die seun in die verhaal gestraf? Omdat hy sy eie virgin van die volkslied gesing het. 

14. Wat is 'n terminale siekte? As jy op die lughawe siek word. 

15. Vertaal in Afrikaans: "I beg your pardon?" HuH? 

16. Wat noem ons iemand wat velle looi? Onderwyser. 

17. Wat kry jy as jy jou melktande wissel? Pepermenttande. 
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