BT Payphone at Higher Park, East Prawle. Tel: 01548 511279
 

Despite receiving a letter from BT dated 9/1/04 saying “we have cancelled the removal of this payphone from our rationalisation programme. However, if we do review this we will fully consult with the councils for the area so any objections or comments can be made at that time.” BT Ref: KR356/03

 

We received by email on 17 Jul 08 from Jennifer Nixon of SHDC that the Public Telephone at Higher Park, East Prawle Tel: 01548 511279 was on BT’s “Courtesy List” of Boxes for removal. No consultation is apparently required due to OFCOM rules.

 

Chivelstone Parish Council passed a resolution at their Council Meeting on 4th. September 2008 to adopt- a - kiosk and apply to English Heritage to list the K 6 telephone kiosk (old type red box) at Higher Park, East Prawle, Tel .No. 01548511279

 

Adopt-a-Box rules . If applying for "Adopt a Kiosk" during an ongoing consultation, any application should be clearly marked on the Final Notification response to be sent to BT. A failure to do so could result in a kiosk being removed. This was complied with by SHDC as follows

 

Extract from Schedule (Final Notification) 22 August 2008

01548 511251 Ford, Kingsbridge TQ7 2LN

Annual Usage 73 Calls

Object

Formal objection from Chivelstone Parish Council

Local District Councillor indicates that the Chivelstone Parish Council is willing to maintain this kiosk

Non-existent mobile telephone coverage

Does not accept cash, just BT chargecards and debit / credit cards

Bottom of steep hill and needed for potential emergency use

K6 kiosk; Chivelstone Parish Council has applied for listing

 

also BT stated that “ it would not remove any red phone boxes between now and 1 October, the deadline for local authorities to submit their application to adopt or sponsor one”.

 

17/9/08 Email from Jenny Farmer
I am pleased to report that the deadline for the 'Adopt-a-Kiosk' scheme has been extended to November 01 2008 to 
 

Presumably BT will now not remove any K6 boxes until after November 1st. 2008
 

The Clerk (Roger Tucker) applied on the correct application form to English Heritage at 1 Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Holborn, London EC1N 2ST 

An acknowledgement of this application was received by the clerk on the 30 September 2008. 

 

The Clerk also tried to Adopt-A-Kiosk on line (the only way to do it) , but the BT system would not accept the application because the Clerk did not have an Electricity MPAN. (Meter Point Administration Number)

 

The electricity was disconnected in March 2003 by Western Power Distribution so WPD were unable to give the parish council the MPAN number immediately. 

 

Western Power sent the Clerk an agreement for the connection of unmetered Electricity supplies which the clerk signed on behalf of the Council and returned on the 23rd September 08 in the envelope supplied by Western Power.

 

The Clerk had received an e-mail from South Hams District Council stating that British Telecommunications were giving Councils until 1st November 2008 to Adopt- a- Kiosk and did not feel under pressure with the situation UNTIL ...

 

On Wednesday 8th October 2008 at about 4-30pm the Chairman of Chivelstone Parish Council (Mr David Hampden-Smith, Tel 01548511277 who was returning in his car to East Prawle, caught up a lorry with a crane on the back carrying two Telephone kiosks. David stopped to telephone Councillor Tim Blyth (Tel 01548511280 ) at East Prawle to tell him to be on the lookout. David then followed the lorry to Higher Park, East Prawle.

 

The Clerk’s Wife (Vicky Tucker) was in the farmyard and saw the lorry with the kiosks drive into East Prawle and telephoned The Clerk to warn him.. 

 

A sign on the back of the lorry stated that it came from Morrison Utility Services ,Tel.08003287402, Unit 2 Sole End Farm Ind. Est., Astley Lane, Bedworth, CV12 0NE.

David Hampden Smith, Tim Blyth and Roger and Vicky Tucker confronted the three men from Morrison Utility Services and told that they were not to remove the K 6 Kiosk. The foreman, Mike Dillon showed the Council members the Job sheet (Job No: 81661448) to remove the Kiosk, and told councillors to contact their Boss (Chris Leggett Tel. 02476643934 ) in Coventry.

The application to English Heritage to list the box and their acknowledgement of the application was Faxed to Chris Leggett who then agreed to leave the K6 Kiosk in place and the lorry left the site.

 

Cllr Blyth and The Clerk returned to the Clerk’s Office at Higher House Farm, East Prawle to telephone Chris Leggett to try to learn more about the reason why they had come to East Prawle in the first place. During this conversation Mr Leggett told the Clerk that the Kiosk would be removed tonight. Cllr Tim Blyth said "I smell a rat, let’s get back to the Kiosk" , The Clerk got a large Tractor and sprayer from the farmyard and headed for the Kiosk where we found that the lorry had returned and was parked beside the K6 Kiosk.

 

A number of phone calls were made to Chris Leggett and two of the men started to remove the telephone receiver from inside of the kiosk.

 

Buy this time a number of Parishioners had gathered to protest about removal of part of the Village’s Heritage. After the receiver was removed Roger Tucker (the clerk) got in the Kiosk and told the men he would stay in it all night if necessary. At this point The utility's men called the police.

Police Constable Harvey and Police Constable Dominick from Kingsbridge Police Station arrived to control the situation, after various telephone conversations the men were told by the Police Officers to get on with their work and remove the telephone kiosk, this was then completed.

 

The following day, (Thurs 9/10/08) the clerk and Councillor Blyth contacted English Heritage, Western Power and British Telecommunications concerning this removal. 

 

English Heritage were concerned about the removal and contacted BT who said a mistake had been made, BT thought the kiosk was a KX 300 modern type not a Heritage K6 Kiosk.

Western Power Distribution E Mailed the Clerk of the Council an MPAN Number and the Clerk and Cllr Blyth then completed the adopt a Kiosk on the two other kiosks in the parish. but could not adopt the one at Higher Park as it had already been removed from the BT system. 

 

The clerk contacted Jeff Beckett of BT, telephone no: 01517061312 who said that no K6 boxes were to be removed before the 1st November 2008 he promised to look into our case and contact ASAP as yet we have received no reply. 

