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INVITATION TO PRAGUE
On behalf of the Czech Tunnelling Committee ITA/AITES, we would like to invite professionals  involved  in tunnelling  and  associated industrial branches all over the world to

the World Tunnel Congress 2007 and  the 33rd ITA-AITES  Annual General Assembly,

to be held in Prague, May 5 – 10, 2007.

It is an honour for us that we have been trusted by the delegates of the ITA/AITES member countries for the second time since 1985. For thirty years, we have also been organizing regular, triennial international conferences “Underground Construction Prague”.

Prague has been changing significantly since the 1990s. Today the historical centre gives visitors the pleasure of experiencing the renewed beauty of the thousand-year development of its architecture. Traffic problems and the infrastructure of the capital city, where 

the underground space – the fourth dimension of the metropolis – plays an irreplaceable role, have also been recently resolved.

You will be offered a wide range of accompanying and post-congress cultural and entertainment events together with sightseeing tours both around Prague and to more remote places in the Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Your accommodation will be possible both in world-class hotels and cosy atmosphere of small pensions. It is worth coming to Prague and joining the professional meeting 

of tunnellers rich in interesting aesthetic and tourist experiences. We are looking forward to welcoming you to Prague.
Ivan Hrdina, chairman of the Czech Tunnelling Committee ITA/AITES
Georgij Romancov, chairman of the WTC 2007 Organizing Committee
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WELCOME TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC, 
WELCOME TO PRAGUE
From  its  very  beginning,   the millennium  of historical  development  within the boundaries

of our country has been influenced by its position in the heart of Europe. Bohemia and Moravia have always been an important trade route crossing connecting the Adriatic Sea with the Baltic region and also the west with the east. A number of well-known historical events have occurred here, and it was home to many great artists and scientists. Today, many visitors come to the Czech Republic – to Prague and to other towns – to participate in expert conferences, congresses, artistic festivals and top sporting competitions. The Czech Republic's EU membership helped open the door to tourism even wider. 

You come to share your expert experience and initiate new contacts with colleagues from this country as well as from many other countries around the world. We are ready to provide you with the best conditions for work and relaxation, for visiting professionally relevant sights and for deep cultural and social experience and impressions. 

Prague, with its castle over the Vltava River that was once the seat of Bohemia kings, has become the residence of Czech presidents and a symbol of the Czech statehood. The capital has a population of over 1 200 000 inhabitants living on a territory of almost 500 square kilometres. Its historic centre, with an area of 9 square kilometres which has retained the original Medieval layout, is the biggest UNESCO world heritage site in the world. Architectural monuments document centuries of development, from Romanesque basilicas through Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, and Art Nouveau, all the way to modern architecture. A number of museums may attract your attention with interesting exhibits from various branches of human activity. In Prague concert halls, you can hear Mozart, Dvořák, Beethoven and the repertoire of Prague theatres offers a rich and very attractive selection. 

See for yourselves how warmly Prague welcomes you.

GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE CZECH REPUBLIC
The Czech Republic (CR) is a democratic state on an area of 78 865 square kilometres. It was created on January 1, 1993, after the split of Czechoslovakia into two independent states: the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. The CR is situated on the territory of the two historic states of Bohemia and Moravia that gradually formed during the time, beginning as early as in the second half of the first millennium CE. The state symbols include the state coat of arms with the Czech lion and Moravian eagle and the state flag, which is red and white with a blue wedge. The country shares borders with Germany, Poland, Slovakia and Austria. The territory is divided into 14 administrative self-governed regions. The CR has a population of 10 200 000 inhabitants, of which 12 % live in the capital city of Prague. 

The territory of the CR, i.e. Bohemia and Moravia, belongs to two different geologic and geomorphologic areas. Most of the territory is formed by the Czech Highland (Czech Massif) which is separated from the Western Carpathian Mountains by the Moravian Lowlands. The Czech Highland was created during folding in the Pre-Cambrium, the Carpathian Mountains were lifted by the Alpine folding. For this reason, the geologic structure of the territory is diverse and highly interesting for experts. Most of the territory was subject to detailed study and documentation thanks to the centuries-long mining activities, and also thanks to personalities like Georgius Agricola and Joachim Barrande. For geologists, palaeontologists, and archaeologists, the country is a blessing. For the designers of underground constructions, the variability and geotechnical diversity of the rock material quality represents a source of more and more surprises. This is a continuous challenge to prove actual engineering skills, courage and professional competence.

Climate

The climate is a mixture of ocean and continental influences. Prague is situated approximately 

on the 50th  parallel of north latitude and the 15th  meridian of east longitude. The weather in May is moderate with temperatures around 20° Celsius which may fluctuate during spring.  Frequent spells of rainy weather may occur.

Time Zone
The Czech Republic is in the time zone that is one hour ahead of GMT. At the time of the congress, summer time will be one more hour in advance.
Currency and Credit Cards

The currency  is  the Czech Crown  (koruna, CZK / Kč).  The exchange rate  is approximately 

CZK 29 / EUR 1 or CZK 24 / USD 1 (spring 2006). Bank cheques may be cashed in banks, cash can be exchanged in many exchange offices. You may pay with common types of credit cards in the majority of shops, hotels and restaurants. Services connected with the congress events may also be paid by credit card.
Opening Hours
Offices and banks are generally open from 9 AM to 5 PM, shops are open to 6 PM and supermarkets even longer.
Electricity  Network

The voltage in the electrical network is 230 V at 50Hz. To use electric appliances from your country you may need a special voltage converter with an adapter plug.

Visa

The Czech Republic has signed agreements on visa-free travelling with a number of countries. 

If your country does not belong to that group (information can be obtained from the nearest embassy) and if you need a letter of invitation to get the visa, feel free to ask in the secretary office of the Organizing Committee. For more information see www.wtc2007.org. 
GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE WTC 2007
Venues for the Congress and Accompanying Events

Prague Congress Centre (PCC) is easily accessible – from Wenceslas Square take the metro line C and go two stations. The map on the third page of the cover gives the location of the PCC as well as of the hotels where accommodation is offered. The congress hall can seat up to 2776 participants. In the adjacent rooms, a technical exhibition will be arranged as a presentation of companies and institutions involved in underground construction industry. Other smaller halls and parlours will serve for the meeting of the ITA-AITES General Assembly, for themeetings of Working Groups (WG), separate meetings and for the needs of the secretariats of ITA-AITES and the Congress Organizing Committee. The whole expert programme of the congress (excluding excursions) will take place “under one roof”. Catering for all participants will be provided in the restaurants within PCC as well. 
Residence of the Lord Mayor of Prague in the Old Town will be the place of the ITA-AITES EC Welcome Cocktail (on a special invitation only).
Municipal House on the Square of the Republic, one of the most prominent buildings in the Art Nouveau  style  with  enough  place  for several  thousands of  visitors,  is  ready  to  welcome the congress participants on the WTC Welcome Reception.

Rudolfinum,  situated  on the bank  of the Vltava River  opposite the Prague Castle,  will host  

the representative concert  for the congress participants  in its famous concert  hall  with  excellent acoustics for 700 visitors.
Spanish Hall of the Prague Castle and the Gallery of the Emperor Rudolf II will meet the
congress participants at the end of the congress. A stay in these representative places of the Prague Castle, the seat of the president, will undoubtedly be an exceptional experience for all congress participants.

Official Congress Language

The official language of the congress is English, for ITA-AITES member negotiations also French with simultaneous interpretation between both languages. Lectures, in English exclusively, will be simultaneously interpreted to Czech/Slovak, German and Russian.
Liability and Insurance

The Organizing Committee is not liable for any damage on health or property of any congress participant or accompanying person in the course of or resulting from participation                in the congress. Participants are advised to have their own insurance.
CALL FOR PAPERS
Abstracts of the papers should have been submitted  to the secretariat of  the Organizing Committee by an extended deadline May 20, 2006. After evaluation of the abstracts by the Scientific Council, every author has been informed about its acceptance/non-acceptance. 
Selected   papers    are   to  be  submitted    in   the   complete    demanded    form    respecting 
the instructions for authors (see www.wtc2007.org) by:

          September 30, 2006.
MAIN DISCUSSION TOPICS
Open Session:
The Open Session will be organized by the ITA-AITES Executive Council on the theme

"New financing trends and consequences on the tunnelling contracts", which will be presented by invited EU representatives as follows:
1- EU Commission 

- DG TREN: Zoltan KAZATSAY, deputy DG

2- European Investment Bank 
- Henry MARTY-GAUQUIE

3- Financial Investor
 
- VINCI Concession: Vincent PIRON

4- Contractor 


- to be determined by F. GRUEBL 

5- Engineering sector 

- Yann LEBLAIS

6- Contractual aspects 

- Arnold DIX

7- Re-Insurance sector 

- Wannick HEIKO (Munich-Re)

                  8-  Czech representative 

- to be determined by Ivan HRDINA

ITA-AITES Co-ordinators: 


Y. LEBLAIS and F. VUILLEUMIER
Czech Co-ordinator: 
            

Ermin STEHLÍK
Contributions presented by the mentioned authors will be available in the special issue 2007 of the Czech professional bulletin „TUNEL“.
Keynote Lectures:
State-of-the-art of the most important spheres of the underground construction in the world will be presented by four invited authorities.

According to the preliminary programme the state-of-the-art of TBM Tunnels will be presented by Mr. Marcus THEWES, of Hard Rock Tunnels by Mr. Jian ZHAO, of Tunnelling in Clays by Mr. David POWELL and of Tunnels in Metropolis by Mr. Zdenek EISENSTEIN.
Czech Co-ordinator: Radek BUCEK (bucek@geotechnika.cz) 
Contributions presented by the mentioned authors will be available in the special issue 2007 of the Czech professional bulletin „TUNEL“, as well.
Topics and Co-chairmen of the sections:
      1.    Underground city design, planning of underground constructions

(utilization of underground space, technical infrastructure, connecting towns to external transportation systems, underground construction and urban development, underground construction and historical centres of towns, influence on the environment and on town traffic etc.) 
Co-chairmen:

Otakar HASÍK (hasik@metroprojekt.cz ), Markus THEWES (WG 20 Animateur) 
      2. 
 Geotechnical survey and improvement of ground mass

(development of new research methods, implementation and results of geotechnical research with regard to the selection of optimum construction technology and minimization of risks during driving, geophysical research, improvement of rock environment and its inspection etc.)
Co-chairmen:
Alexandr ROZSYPAL (rozsypal@geotechnika.cz), Harald WAGNER (Vice-President)
3.   Research, development and design of underground constructions in built-up 
              areas

(theoretical basis of design, physical and mathematical modelling of driving, deformation prognosis for overlaying rock and existing structures, deformation limitation, technical seismic influences, development and testing of new technologies, particular project plans and designs etc.)
Co-chairmen:
Richard  ŠŇUPÁREK (snuparek@ugn.cas.cz), Eric LECA (WG 2 Animateur)

     4.      Urban tunnelling and its monitoring: conventional and mechanized tunnelling

(construction of underpasses, underground parking places and garages, collectors, urban road tunnels, railway tunnels, underground railways; methods, extent and organization of monitoring, methods and effects of monitored data applications etc.)
Co-chairmen:
Jiří SMOLÍK (jsmolik@subterra.cz , Heinz EHRBAR (WG 19 Animateur)

     5.
  Underground constructions executed from surface in built-up areas

(underground structures in sheeted trenches, structural design of anchored lining, stability of lining, monitoring of deformations and ground pressures, new and combined construction technologies, ground-water influences, buoyancy force working against structures; embanked thin-walled structures: design, construction, monitoring)
Co-chairmen:
Jan PRUŠKA (pruska@fsv.cvut.cz, pruska@seznam.cz), Fritz GRUEBL (Ex-Co member)

    6.
 Concrete in underground construction

(design, calculation, implementation and assessment of sprayed concrete lining of underground structures, steel fibre reinforced concrete and monolithic concrete, pre-cast segmental lining).
Co-chairmen:
Pavel POLÁK (polak@metrostav.cz ), Tarcisio CELESTINO (WG 12 Animateur)

    7.
Distribution and management of risks and accidents during tunnelling
(geologic and hydro-geologic risks, design risks, technological risks during construction, placing of construction orders, competence of construction participants; risk analysis –
theoretical procedures and practical examples; relation to the solution of emergency situations that occurred during implementation etc.)
Co-chairmen:
Martin SRB (srb@d2-consult.cz), Martin KNIGHTS (Vice-President)

    8.
Tunnel equipment: fire and operational safety

(new trends in technological and transportation equipment of tunnels, transportation control system, analysis and management of risks, human factor and its safety considerations, experience with the European directive on uniform safety, experience with implemented safety precautions and emergency situations; costs optimization etc.)
Co-chairmen:
Ludvík Šajtar (ludvik.sajtar@satra.cz), Alfred HAACK (COSUF Chairman)
9. Historical underground constructions; maintenance and reconstruction 

of underground constructions 
Co-chairmen:

Josef ALDORF (josef.aldorf@vsb.cz), Henry RUSSELL (WG 6 Animateur)
Poster Presentation:

The WTC 2007 Organizing Committee offers you the opportunity to present the results of your professional work to all the congress participants by means of posters.  

Applicants should send an abstract (100 – 150 words) to wtc07@ita-aites.org by December 31 2006 (together with information on the discussion topics their poster belongs to).

Abstract acceptance and its placement in an appropriate section will be confirmed by 

e-mail and this information will be included into the „List of Submitted Posters“. Information with further instructions will be  presented at the same place after the the poster submission period has been closed. 

Instructions for poster preparation are available on „Poster Session Instructions“.

With author's approval, the submitted abstracts have been made publicly accessible on the web page www.wtc2007.org.
Information and application forms for poster presentations will be available on the web page   www.wtc2007.org from September 30, 2006.
Abstracts, papers and posters have been accepted in English exclusively.
TECHNICAL EXHIBITION
	
	


The exhibition will provide a chance to present new technologies, materials and mechanisms including software. 

It will be held in the exhibition area of the Prague Congress Centre, close to the meeting rooms, refreshment stations and poster area. Please see the floor plan bellow. 

In case of interest, please fill in the Exhibition form which is available at www.wtc2007.org.   After receipt of this form, we will send you the exhibition layout. 

Exhibition date:



May 7 – 9, 2007

Set-up:





May 6, 2007

Dismantling:




May 9, 2007, after 6:00 p.m.

Cost per square metre:


290 EUR + VAT

Minimum space:



6 sqm

The price includes only location of net surface. All rental of equipment such as booths, carpets, furniture, technical or electrical installations etc. has to be ordered and will be charged separately. 
Complete stands with basic equipment will be available in sizes 6, 9, 12 and 15 sqm; prices ranging from 1 000 EUR to 3 000 EUR per stand. Further details on stand constructions, furniture, AV equipment, catering and other services will be available in the Exhibition Manual.
TECHNICAL EXCURSIONS
The organizers are pleased to offer the following technical excursions for the congress participants. The cost of excursions is included in the registration fees and each participant can choose one excursion only. 
To register for these excursions, please fill in a relevant section in the Registration Form. 
1. Mrazovka Tunnel 

Date: Thursday, May 10, 2007
Time: 09:00- 12:00
A visit to the Mrazovka and Strahovsky tunnels (both in operation), visit to the Traffic Control Centre.

The Strahov tunnel is an older tunnelled part of the City Circle Road (the inner circle) in Prague. Two double-lane tunnel tubes, which are separated by an intermediate rock pillar, are 2.0km long and their cross-section areas are 125m2 each. The tunnel was built between the year 1986 and 1997 using two traditional techniques, namely the ring method and shield tunnelling.

The Mrázovka tunnel is a newer tunnelled part of the City Circle Road. It consists of two three-lane tubes with the lengths of 2 x 1.3km and cross-section areas of 160m2, separated by an intermediate rock pillar. There are bifurcation chambers in both tunnel tubes allowing transition into single-lane plus double-lane tunnel tubes. The excavated cross-section area at the chambers amounted up to 324 and 340m2. The tunnel was built between the years 1998 and 2004 by the New Austrian Tunnelling Method.

2. Metro – Line C

Date: Thursday, May 10, 2007
Time: 09:00- 12:00
A visit to another section of the Metro IVC Line Extension - under construction.
There are two stations completed in the 3.9km long IVC1 operational section; of them, the Kobylisy station is the first one-vault station built within the Prague metro system. This section was commissioned in 2004. The IVC2 section, which links to the IVC1, will extend the line by 4.6km; it will become an end of the line C, which crosses the whole Prague from the north to the south, for a longer time. This section comprises three cut-and-cover stations and running tunnels of both types – cut-and-cover and mined - at the lengths of 1252m and 2445m respectively. The work on this section has still been in progress. The metro operation should start by the end of the first half of 2008 at the latest.     

3. Komorany Tunnel

Date: Thursday, May 10, 2007
Time: 09:00- 12:00

Visit to the Komorany tunnel under construction, part of the Prague City Ring Road.

The construction of two new tunnels nearly started on the Prague City Ring Road (the outer ring) once the assessment of the excavation of exploration galleries had been finished.   The Komorany tunnel will be built in the southern part of the ring road, on the sloping right bank of the valley common for the Vltava and Berounka Rivers, near the confluence of the rivers. The 1800m-long tunnel will be supplemented with an independent 130m-long cut-and-cover tunnel in the vicinity of the river Vltava. The mined tunnels will be built utilising the New Austrian Tunnelling Method. .

4. Slivenec Tunnel 

Date: Thursday, May 10, 2007
Time: 09:00- 12:00
Visit to the Slivenec tunnel under construction, further part of the Prague City Ring Road.

The construction of two new tunnels nearly started on the Prague City Ring Road once the assessment of the excavation of exploration galleries had been finished. The Slivenec tunnel will be built in the southern part of the ring road, on the sloping left bank of the valley common for the Vltava and Berounka Rivers, near the confluence of the rivers. The pair of the 1650m long tunnel tubes, one in the two-lane configuration, the other with three lanes, will be driven through very variable environment of Ordovician and Silurian rock interwoven with dike bodies of hard diabase. A progressive element of the excavation of the exploration gallery was the application of passing bays, for which the entire cross section of the top heading was excavated, as trial excavation cases. The New Austrian Tunnelling Method is designed for the excavation. 

5. New Connection Tunnels
Date: Thursday, May 10, 2007
Time: 09:00- 12:00
Visit to the New Connection Tunnels under construction, part of the Prague renewed railway net project.

The 1316m and 1365m long double-rail tunnels which are being built on the New Connection railway lines passing under Vítkov Hill will remove the negative impact of railway traffic on residents of the adjacent districts of the city. The parts of the city  where the construction is located are architecturally exposed, therefore the solution to technical issues and the architectural solution  had to be matched up, both in terms of visual complexes and the design of details. The tunnels, which are driven using the New Austrian Tunnelling Method, pass under the preserved building of National Monument with the great equestrian monument of Jan Žižka of Trocnov. Stringent limits of deformation of the ground surface above the mined tunnels were maintained, therefore the above-mentioned structures suffered no damage.   

6. Utility Tunnels
Date: Thursday, May 10, 2007
Time: 09:00- 12:00
Visit to utility tunnels under the Prague Centre, both under construction and in operation.

The construction of driven utility tunnels in the central part of Prague started as long ago as 1975 by building the “Žižkov Utility Tunnel”. The length of the routes of the currently operated extensive network of utility tunnels exceeds 90km. Of this length, nearly 18km are currently operated, other utility tunnels are under construction or in advanced design phases. The remaining approximately 80% comprise subsurface reinforced concrete tunnels in new residential areas on the outskirts of the city. The Control Centre which was built as a part of the system is the only control and management centre for the system; it continually monitors the operation of the complex system in whole Prague. Final lining is being completed in the Vodičkova utility tunnel, which is being built in the very centre of the city.  

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME

Education in the field of underground construction is one of the main missions and targets 

of current ITA-AITES activities that are in the process of implementation.

As early as on  September 11, 2006, the one-day initial educational  workshop “Fundamentals of Urban Tunnelling” has been organized.
Within the main pre-congress educational workshop “Tunnelling in Urban Areas” on May 4 and May 5, 2007, experts of ITA-AITES from all over the world will give lectures to postgraduate students and young engineers under the auspices of the Czech technical universities. Registration form for this workshop will be available on the web page  www.wtc2007.org  from December 1, 2006. 

Participation fee will be quoted in the registration form and in the final bulletin “Congress Programme”, too.
 

Internal postgraduate students may be participating in the workshops free of charge (submission of study certificate is required).

ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMME DURING THE CONGRESS
SIGHTSEEING TOURS

Interesting sightseeing tours have been arranged for the participants and accompanying persons. All tours will leave from and return to the Prague Congress Centre. A minimum number of participants is 15. GUARANT International reserves the right to cancel the tour for which a minimum number of participants have not registered. In this case, paid amount will be reimbursed or another tour will be offered. 

Accompanying person can choose one of the following tours free of charge. For booking a tour included in the accompanying person’s registration fee, please fill in a relevant section in the Registration Form.

Participants can book these tours via the Tour and Social Event Form.

Approximate exchange rate is 28 CZK/1 EUR. For updated exchange rate please see http://www.cnb.cz/www.cnb.cz/en/financial_markets/foreign_exchange_market/exchange_rate_fixing/daily.jsp
Please make sure that your payment is executed in CZK. 
HALF DAY TOURS 
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1. Prague City Tour
Date: 
Monday, May 7, 2007




Time: 
14:00 – 18:00

This tour offers a general impression of the „Golden City“ through walks and visits to several important sites. It starts at the Prague Castle and continues to the Lesser Town, Charles Bridge and the Old Town Square where you can see Old Town Hall and its 15th century astronomical clock, as well as the Church of Our Lady of Tyn and Royal Way romantic street. Enjoy this tour listening to ancient legends and tales and at the same time observing and monitoring the pulsation of a modern Central European metropolis.

Price: 928 CZK per person (including transfers, English-speaking guide)

2. Prague Castle Tour 
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Date: 
Tuesday, May 8, 2007




Time: 
09:00 – 13:00

A half-day sightseeing tour to Prague Castle, which is the seat of the Czech President, includes the Royal Palace, the seat of the kings of Bohemia with Vladislav Hall, St Vitus Cathedral from 14th century, St George´s Basilica with its treasury of old Czech art, Baroque paintings and sculpture, the Royal Garden and Golden Lane whose famous inhabitants included the writer Franz Kafka. You will have an opportunity to admire a variety of architectonic styles showing the progress of European architecture throughout the centuries.

Price: 1 160 CZK per person (including transfers, English-speaking guide, admissions)

3. Prague Old Town and Jewish Prague 
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Date: 
Wednesday, May 9, 2007



Time: 
09:00 – 13:00

This half-day walking tour will take you to the historical heart of the city – Old Town, which was settled more than 1000 years ago. The tour begins by the Powder Gate which direct you to Old-Town Square with beautiful houses, palaces and churches of various architectonic styles and a famous astronomical clock. The tour continues to the Jewish Quarter, home to medieval Jewish Ghetto. The story of Prague´s Jewish community can be traced back to the middle of the 10th century. This tour will visit the evocative Old Jewish Cemetery, which dates from the 15th century, the Europe´s oldest Synagogue – the Gothic style Old-New Synagogue, the High Synagogue, the Town Hall, the Pinkas Synagogue and the Ceremonial Hall with its collection of children´s art from the Terezin concentration camp.

Price: 1 624 CZK per person (including transfers, English-speaking guide, admissions)

FULL DAY TOURS 

4. Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad)
Date: 
Tuesday, May 8, 2007




Time: 
09:00 – 18:00
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This full-day trip out of Prague will take you to the most famous West Bohemian spa town of Karlovy Vary, which was founded by the Bohemian King Charles the IV. in the 14th century. 

You can taste the water from the 12 curative thermal mineral springs, admire the beauty of both the historic and modern colonnades, and purchase some of the typical souvenirs such as special wafers, Moser porcelain and glass, or the Becherovka liqueur, also known as the 13th curative spring of Karlovy Vary. The spa Karlovy Vary is known for treatment of diseases of the digestive tract and metabolic and endocrinal disorders. The tour includes city sightseeing and a visit to the Becherovka factory, where the participants will taste this delicious liqueur.     

Price: 2 378 CZK per person (including transfers, English-speaking guide, admissions, lunch)

5. Křivoklát Castle and Nižbor Glassworsk 
Date: 
Wednesday, May 9, 2007




Time: 
09:00 – 17:00
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During this tour you will visit the 12th century Krivoklat Castle, tucked away in pinewoods along the Berounka river valley. King Otakar II of the Premyslid dynasty built the castle, which was later inhabited by King Vaclav IV. The Round Tower and a dungeon served as prisons, and the brutal instruments of torture are on display today. The castle’s chapel, 55 000-volume library, and works of art can be seen on this tour. Internationally renowned Bohemian crystal will be featured on the visit to the Nizbor Glassworks. Company owner Jiri Ruckl continues the family tradition of manufacturing and marketing high-quality household and decorative glassware perfume bottles, decanter sets and other beautiful items in crystal and glass.

Price: 2 378 CZK per person (including transfers, English-speaking guide, admissions, lunch)

TOURIST POST- CONGRESS TOURS
For congress participants and for their accompanying persons, the Organizing Committee prepared an attractive post-congress programme in collaboration with ITA-AITES national committees of neighbouring countries, which will extend the scope of congress events across Czech borders. Participants can not only get acquainted with the natural and cultural riches of the Central European region, but also visit other interesting underground constructions. 

A detailed programme will also be given on the web page www.wtc2007.org from December 1, 2006 and in the final bulletin with the “Congress Programme”. Please indicate your interest in these trips in the congress participation application form.
A.

Three-day trip to technical, cultural, balneal (spa) and historic localities of the Czech Republic – orientation price CZK 13 000 per person.

B.

Three-day trip to Slovakia by plane to see its natural beauties, balneal (spa) localities and tunnel constructions – orientation price CZK 15 000 per person.

C.

Three-day trip to the North Bohemian and German border area, the city of Dresden with highway tunnel constructions, City Tunnel Leipzig, and the natural beauties and cultural sights of the regions – orientation price CZK 15 000 per person.

D.

Two-day trip to the South Moravia wine growing area, Lower Austria and Vienna to see the metro construction in the capital – orientation price CZK 9 000 per person.

E.

Three-day trip to South Bohemia to see historic and cultural jewels of the country that are recorded in the UNESCO list of historical monuments, the Šumava natural preserve, Upper Austria and Salzburg with its highway tunnel constructions – orientation price CZK 11 500 per person.

REGISTRATION
To register for the Congress, please complete the on-line Registration Form (will be available by the end of October 2006).  
 

Please note that on-line Registration Form is accessible only with a password.

Please fill in the Personal Data Form first and the password will be sent to your e-mail address.

In case of difficulties during registration please contact GUARANT International at: registration-wtc2007@guarant.cz
Registration fees and deadlines
	Fee
	Before          February 28, 2007
	From March 1        to April 27, 2007 
	On-site

	Participant 
	19 500 CZK
	21 500 CZK
	23 000 CZK

	Young participant*
	10 000 CZK
	12 000 CZK
	13 000 CZK

	Accompanying person
	3 900 CZK
	4 500 CZK
	5 000 CZK


*To apply for Young participant fee, the applicant must be under 30 years of age (born in 1977 or younger). A copy of his/her ID card or passport will be required on-site.

Approximate exchange rate is 28 CZK/1 EUR. For updated exchange rate please see http://www.cnb.cz/www.cnb.cz/en/financial_markets/foreign_exchange_market/exchange_rate_fixing/daily.jsp
Please make sure that your payment is executed in CZK. 
Registration fee for participants includes:
· Admission to all technical sessions
· Admission to the exhibition

· Admission to the Opening and Closing Ceremony

· Welcome Reception

· Concert of the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra (limited number of seats, tickets will be provided on a first-come, first-served basis)

· Refreshments

· Congress Proceedings

· Congress bag and publications  

· Participation at a technical excursion 
Registration fee for young participants includes:

· Admission to all technical sessions

· Admission to the exhibition

· Admission to the Opening and Closing Ceremony

· Refreshments

· Congress Proceedings on CD-ROM

· Participation at a technical excursion

Registration fee for accompanying persons includes:

· Admission to the Opening and Closing Ceremony

· Welcome Reception

· Sightseeing tour (in case of interest, please fill in a relevant section in the Tour and Social Event Form)

· Concert of the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra (limited number of seats, tickets will be provided on a first-come, first-served basis)
Cancellation and refunds
GUARANT International must be notified about cancellation of registration in writing. The appropriate refunds will by done after the Congress.

Cancellation by March 31, 2007

75 % of the registration fee will be refunded
Cancellation after March 31, 2007

no refund of the registration fee 

Name change
If you should be prevented from attending, you will be given the opportunity to send a colleague in your place. Name changes should be notified in writing to GUARANT International.
A handling fee of 1000 CZK (approx. 30 EUR) will be charged for each name change. 

Confirmation of registration
Upon receipt of the Registration Form and the payment, a letter of confirmation will be sent to the participants. Please present the letter of confirmation at the Registration desk at the Congress to pick up your Congress materials. 

Please note the deadline February 28, 2007 to benefit from the reduced rates. Registration forms without payment cannot be processed. An early registration fee will only be confirmed if the registration form and the payment are received by GUARANT International on February 28, 2007 at the latest. 

A late registration fee will only be confirmed if the form and payment are received on April 27, 2007 at the latest. 

If your completed Registration Form and the payment are received by GUARANT International before April 27, 2007 you will obtain a written confirmation of your registration by mail, fax or e-mail. 

Registration forms received after April 27, 2007 will not be accepted as pre-registration. Please do not send any registration form or payment after this date. There will be a possibility to register on-site. 

Please note that after April 27, 2007 we will accept only credit cards as a way of payment, we will not be able to accept payments by bank transfers anymore. 
	


Terms of payment
Registration fees may be paid:
- by a bank transfer 

	Bank:  
	Československá obchodní banka

	Address:
	Na Příkopě 14, 110 00 Praha 1, Czech Republic

	Account name:
	GUARANT International

	Account number (for CZK):
	79353/0300

	IBAN (for CZK):
	CZ53 0300 0000 0000 0007 9353

	SWIFT CODE (BIC CODE):
	CEKOCZPP

	Details of payment:
	200713/ your name

	Please send a copy of the bank transfer receipt to GUARANT International: +420 284 001 448.


Note: 

Participants' name must be mentioned on the payment order, otherwise payment cannot be identified.

All bank charges must be fully covered by the participant. 

- by a credit card
Please enter your credit card number, expiry date and cardholder’s name in the appropriate space on the Registration Form. Do not forget to enter also the CVC2 (MasterCard/EuroCard) or CVV2 (Visa) code which is printed on the reverse side of your credit card at the signature panel, after the number of your credit card (last three digits). Please fill in the billing address for payments by American Express credit cards. 

Please note that only VISA, Mastercard / Eurocard, Diners Club and American Express credit cards are accepted. 

Please fill in the Credit Card Authorisation Form and fax it to GUARANT International +420 284 001 448.

ACCOMMODATION
A variety of hotels from luxurious to economy categories will be available for participants of the WTC 2007. All hotels are within reasonable distance from the Prague Congress Centre.

Please note that the organisers will be happy to arrange accommodation and assistance for wheel-chair users. For more information, please contact GUARANT International.
HOW TO RESERVE YOUR HOTEL

Participants are advised to take the opportunity and book their room at reduced rates – please see the offer bellow. 

To make a hotel reservation, please fill the on-line Accommodation Form. Please note that the on-line Accommodation Form is accessible only with a password.

Please fill in the Personal Data Form and the password will be sent to you after that. If you are already registered, please use the given password.

The reservation will be made on a first-come, first-served basis. Should the hotel of your choice be full, GUARANT International will offer a similar hotel available. Any reservations made after February 1, 2007 are subject to availability.

 

All rates are per room and per night including breakfast and VAT of 5 %. Should the VAT change by the beginning of the congress, GUARANT International will automatically change the price of your hotel reservation and will inform you in writing about a new rate.

LIST OF HOTELS 

	Hotel
	Category
	Price SGL
	Price DBL
	Web Site
	Distance from the hotel to the Prague Congress Centre

	Corinthia Towers
	*****
	5 292
CZK
	5 586
CZK
	www.corinthia.cz
	2 min. walk

	Radisson SAS
	*****
	7 088
CZK
	7 088
CZK
	www.radissonsas.com
	5 min. walk, 2 stations - underground

	Holiday Inn PCC
	****
	4 998
CZK
	5 628
CZK
	www.holidayinn.cz
	2 min. walk - connected with the PCC

	Jalta
	****
	6 270
CZK
	6 270
CZK
	www.jalta.cz
	5 min. walk, 2 stations -underground

	Novotel
	****
	3 991
CZK
	4 391
CZK
	www.novotel.com
	2 min. walk, 1 station -underground

	Corinthia Panorama
	****
	3 969
CZK
	4 263
CZK
	www.corinthia.cz
	5 min. walk, 1 station -underground

	987 Praguehotel
	****
	4 135
CZK
	4 433
CZK
	www.987praguehotel.com
	5 min. walk, 3 stations - underground

	Seven Days
	****
	3 900
CZK
	3 900
CZK
	www.hotelsevendays.com
	2 min. walk + 1 metro stations

	Ibis City
	***
	2 822
CZK
	3 107
CZK
	city.hotelibis.cz
	2 min. walk, 1 station-underground

	Ibis Old Town
	***
	3 110
CZK
	3 390
CZK
	www.hotelibis.cz
	5 min. walk, 5 stations - underground

	Inos
	***
	1 810
CZK
	1 950
CZK
	www.hotelinos.com
	10 min. walk

	Oya
	***
	1 960
CZK
	2 650
CZK
	www.hoteloya.cz
	5 min. walk, 1 station -underground

	Otar
	***
	1 960
CZK
	2 650
CZK
	www.hotelotar.cz
	5 min. walk, 1 station -underground


Approximate exchange rate is 28 CZK/1 EUR. For updated exchange rate please see http://www.cnb.cz/www.cnb.cz/en/financial_markets/foreign_exchange_market/exchange_rate_fixing/daily.jsp
Please make sure that your payment is executed in CZK. 
DEPOSIT PAYMENT AND CONFIRMATION OF THE HOTEL RESERVATION
A credit card number with authorisation to charge 1 night deposit or bank drawn in CZK equivalent to 1 night deposit is required to guarantee your reservation. This deposit will be charged by GUARANT International. After a one night’s deposit is received, a letter of confirmation will be sent.

The outstanding amount for accommodation must be paid in full to the hotel at check-in or check-out. 

CANCELLATIONS, CHANGES AND REFUNDS
Please inform GUARANT International of any amendments or cancellations, in writing by fax or e-mail. Telephone amendments will not be accepted. Please do not contact the hotel directly for any reservation changes or cancellations. The appropriate refunds will be made after the Congress. 

Cancellation conditions (individuals): 

· Cancellation before February 1, 2007  =  1000 CZK (approx. 30 EUR) cancellation fee
· Cancellation after February 1, 2007 
=  1 night cancellation fee 

· No show  = 1 night cancellation fee 

Change of the date of arrival is possible until 12 a.m. before the day of arrival. In case the change is received after 12 a.m., 1 night cancellation fee will be charged.

In case of no show, the room will be kept for the guest until 12 a.m. of the day following the date of expected arrival; the room will then be released. 
TERMS OF PAYMENT

Hotel accommodation may be paid by:
1. Bank transfer 

	Bank:  
	Československá obchodní banka

	Address:
	Na Příkopě 14, 110 00 Praha 1, Czech Republic

	Account name:
	GUARANT International

	Account number (for CZK):
	79353/0300

	IBAN (for CZK):
	CZ53 0300 0000 0000 0007 9353

	SWIFT CODE (BIC CODE):
	CEKOCZPP

	Details of payment:
	200713/ your name

	Please send a copy of the bank transfer receipt to GUARANT International: +420 284 001 448.


Note: 

Participants' name must be mentioned on the payment order, otherwise payment cannot be identified.

All bank charges must be fully covered by the participant. 

2. Credit card 

Please enter your credit card number, expiry date and cardholder’s name in the appropriate space on the Accommodation Form. Do not forget to enter also the CVC2 (MasterCard/EuroCard) or CVV2 (Visa) code which is printed on the reverse side of your credit card at the signature panel, after the number of your credit card (last three digits). Please fill in the billing address for payments by American Express credit cards. 

Please note that only VISA, Mastercard / Eurocard, Diners Club and American Express credit cards are accepted. 

Please fill in the Credit Card Authorisation Form and fax it to the GUARANT International: +420 284 001 448.
OFFICIAL CARRIER
Czech Airlines is the Official Carrier of the ITA-AITES World Tunnel Congress 2007 in Prague. Czech Airlines offers a comprehensive global route network linking many major cities of the world with Prague. Feel free to ask for the discount of 15% from applicable Economy Class fares and 25% from Business Class fares in Czech Airlines offices world-wide.

Discounts are valid for journeys in the period of one week before the event – one week after the event, for registered congress delegates and one accommpanying person.
