THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT


DECEMBER 6, 2015 
[image: image1.png]



St. Ann’s Christmas Concert Next Sunday - You are cordially invited to the 2015 St. Ann’s Christmas Concert next Sunday December 13th at 2pm.  The concert will feature the St. Ann’s Adult Choir, St. Ann’s Children’s choir, a classical guitarist, and something new – audience sing-alongs with all the Christmas favorites!  There will be a reception to follow in the school Social Hall.  This is a free concert – please come out to St. Ann’s and get in the Christmas spirit.   
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Vestibule Renovations – Have you noticed a brighter, fresher environment when you walk into church?  The vestibule has gotten a facelift. Some of the updates include the installation of wainscot, new paint, stenciling and lighting.  Topping off these enhancements is a portrait (blessed by Bishop W. Francis Malooly) on display to commemorate the “Meeting of Families” and the Pope’s visit to the United States this past summer.  The final stage of the renovation will be new carpet.        
Time, Talent and Treasure - Your financial commitment is only one aspect of the contributions you can make to St. Ann’s.  Your participation in the Sacraments and your involvement in any of the volunteer opportunities available are critical components of the Parish.  However a certain amount of financial support is required for St. Ann’s to continue the tradition of Catholic values.  Our financial support comes primarily from the generosity of parishioners like you.  This Christmas, we will have a second collection for Offertory in Support of St. Ann School.  We thank you in advance for your generosity.        

     Did you know that St. Ann’s has implemented an Electronic Giving Program?  Information about this program and also how to register can be found on our new website, stannwilmington.com. Your donations are electronically withdrawn from your account or credit card and deposited directly to St. Ann’s.  It’s simple, convenient and secure.  An official rollout will take place in late January/early February with lots of information and we hope that many of you will take advantage of this service.

     There are other ways to contribute to St. Ann’s for example, does your employer have a Matching Gift Program?  Matching gifts are a way to double or triple your donations to St. Ann’s Church and School.  You can contact your Human Resources Department to see if this is a possibility.  Here are some of the companies that have contributed to St. Ann’s: Boeing, Verizon, RBC Wealth Foundation, JP Morgan Chase, NYSE Euronext Foundation and PJM Interconnection.  Please contact the Parish Office at 654-5519 for assistance/questions in your donation.      

     Other planned giving opportunities not to be missed are WILLS/LIVING TRUSTS & ANNUITIES, BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS, EQUITY AND BOND FUNDS, REAL ESTATE AND MEMORIAL/TRIBUTE GIFTS.   

     So when you are assessing your charitable contributions for this year-end tax planning please remember St. Ann’s Church/School.  All donations received by December 31, 2015 will be credited to your 2015 contributions. Oh behalf of St. Ann’s we want to thank you for your past financial support and we ask that your generosity continue during this Christmas season and throughout the year.  Your increased gifts will continue to support the many beneficial programs and ministries that are at the very soul of our parish community.  
Knights of Columbus Christmas Card Sale - The Knights are selling Christmas cards after each mass on Sundays until the cards are sold out.  Please help Keep Christ in Christmas!!!    
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Saturday December 5   
8:00 A.M. Eshaan Ryan Halverson
5:00 P.M. Joseph & Evelyn Dorris
Sunday December 6
7:30 A.M. Mary Cunningham
9:30 A.M. Dolores Morole
11:30 A.M. Parishioners
Monday December 7     
6:30 A.M. Jane Kamenc
8:00 A.M. Catherine & John Doraz
5:30 P.M. Irene Volmi       Vigil
Tuesday December 8  Immaculate Conception
6:30 A.M. Deceased members of the John D. Kelly & Albert S. Azar families
8:00 A.M. Gerald Grant, Sr.
5:30 P.M. Martin O’Connor

Wednesday December 9
6:30 A.M. Jane Kamenc
8:00 A.M. Rosemary Heron
Thursday December 10
6:30 A.M. Rev. Msgr. Paul J. Taggart
8:00 A.M. Jane Kamenc 
Friday December 11
6:30 A.M. Vivian Rockel
8:00 A.M. Paul D. Bradley
Saturday December 12
8:00 A.M. Gerald Grant, Sr.
5:00 P.M. Eleanor D. Grimes
Sunday December 13
7:30 A.M. Jane Kamenc
9:30 A.M. Intention of Christine Cavaliere
11:30 A.M. Parishioners
Pray for the sick, shut-ins and elderly of our Parish.     
WE CONGRATULATE…LILIANA ELIZABETH, daughter of Cathleen & Jon Donohue who was welcomed into the Christian community through Baptism.

The Chapel of Divine Mercy is open 6am to 10pm, 7 days a week with the Blessed Sacrament exposed. Can you offer an hour of your time?  Visit www.adorationchapel.org to sign up.  You can also call Chris at 668-1819 or Nan at 656-8438.
ST. ANN’S PRAYER LINE – to place a name or special request on the prayer line email Joe/Shirley Ackerman at joeshirl7@comcast.net or 384-7513. 
Need to register for St. Ann’s? Visit our new website www.stannwilmington.com. and print the form.  Then just return it to the rectory!    

Christmas Giving Tree - If you took a tag, please return the wrapped gift no later than next Sunday December 13th.  In order to ensure safe delivery of the gifts, please make sure you attach the tag to the outside of the gift and leave the gifts either under tree or inside the rectory.  For more info, contact Katie O’Connor at madello@msn.com.   Thank you! 
Decorating the Church for Christmas – St. Ann’s is looking for volunteers to adorn our church.  The dates needed are Sunday, December 20th after the 11:30am mass and Wednesday, December 23rd after the 8am mass.  If you can help, please contact the rectory at 654-5519.  Thank you!    

Religious Vocations - John the Baptism went through the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming “Prepare the way of the Lord!”  Is God calling you to help prepare His way by serving as a priest or as a religious brother or sister?  If you think so, call or write Father Norman Carroll, Diocesan Director of Priestly and Religious Vocations.  Call 573-3113 or email vocations@cdow.org.  
[image: image4.wmf]Snow Removal Help – St. Ann’s is looking for able bodied individuals to be available on an “on call” basis to help with the snow removal on our sidewalks and steps around the Church and School.  Compensation will be on an hourly basis. If you are interested, please contact Joe Marge at the Rectory office at 654-5519.  Thank you.
GIVE THE GIFT OF A MALVERN RETREAT FOR CHRISTMAS – The annual Archbishop Fitzmaurice Group weekend retreat for the men of the Diocese of Wilmington is April 20 through May 1, 2016 at beautiful St. Joseph’s in the Hills, Malvern, PA.  In these times of frantic activity, when the pace of life can be almost too much to bear, a quiet peaceful and spiritually fulfilling retreat could make a wonderful Christmas gift for a father, husband, brother or son.  For more information, please visit the website at www.malvernretreat.com or call Dave O’Connor at (302)764-7149.  


BULLETIN ADVERTISERS – Look at the patrons listed on the back on the bulletin.  It’s because of their support that we can provide this bulletin at no cost to our parish.  Please visit these businesses and tell them where you saw their ad!   
Hospital Visitations – Make sure to call the Rectory at 654-5519 if you are in the hospital and would like a priest to visit.
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City Deanery Advent Penance Service with Individual Confession- Sunday December 20th 3pm at St. Elizabeth Church.  Fr. Joseph McQuade will preach.

Information Nights for the Deacon Formation Program – The Diocese of Wilmington welcomes applications for a new class of Permanent Deacons that will begin formation in June 2016.  The five-year preparation program consists of human, spiritual, academic and pastoral formation.  Spiritual formation programs are held one Saturday a month during the initial year of discernment.  Academic formation beginning with the second year, takes place one weekend a month from September to June.  Applications must be 60 or younger when the program begins.  Minimum ordination age is 35.  Applicants must demonstrate a zeal for service to God’s people; experience in some volunteer parish or diocesan ministry is preferred.  The following is the scheduled information night in our area:  

Tuesday, January 12, 2016 – Church of the Holy Child, 2500 Naamans Road, Wilmington, Delaware (Parish Activities Center).  The session is from 7pm-8:30pm.  Wives of interested married men are invited and strongly encouraged to attend.  The session will discuss the role of the permanent deacon, qualifications for admission, and the formation process.    For further info and registration, contact the Office for Deacons at 573-2390.  

St. John/Holy Angels Lottery Calendar – Need an idea for Christmas gifts and stocking stuffers?  Purchase a lottery calendar with 90 chances to win.  Only 1000 calendars will be sold.  Calendars are $20 each and can be bought until December 31.  Winning numbers are based on the Delaware State Play 3 night drawing from January 1 through March 31.  For more information you can email the office at apress@holyangels.net or call 731-2219.  
Parish Advent Retreat – Holy Angels Church on Wednesday December 9th from 9am-2pm. “Threads of wisdom and connection…:  What’s coming?  Who’s coming?  Am I ready?”  Bring your own lunch (coffee and tea provided).  Register by calling Mary at 453-9613.  $15.00 donation upon arrival.    
Longest Married Couple in the State – World Wide Marriage encounter is recognizing the longest married couple in every state.  Nominate that special person in your life today.  Email wwmelmc2015@gmail.com or call 321-613-5180 to nominate or for more details.  

Retrouvaille Marriage Weekend – Are you experiencing stress or trouble in your marriage?  The Retrouvaille Marriage Weekend Program offers tools needed to rediscover a loving marriage relationship.  Thousands of couples headed for cold, unloving relationships or divorce have successfully overcome their marriage problems by attending the program.  The next weekend is February 12 at the Malvern Retreat House in Malvern, Pa.  For info, call 1-800-470-2230 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com.  All calls are confidential.   
Caroling Under the Spires – All ages are invited on the front steps and sidewalk of St. Hedwig church for outdoor Christmas caroling on Saturday, December 12th, immediately following the 4pm Mass.  Refreshment after in Msgr. Gulcz Hall.  In the event of bad weather, caroling will take place in the Church.  For more info, call 594-1400.  
Advent Prayer

Light of the world, enter the darkness of our hearts and renew us in faith, hope and love.  As we prepare to celebrate the great mystery of the Incarnation, help us to see your presence in our world, especially in the needs of the poor.  Strengthen us to become true peacemakers able to love our enemies and forgive those who have offended us.  Lead us to acknowledge our own sinfulness, accept your mercy and extend your healing love to those around us.  Amen…  

Coming Up:


12/7
1pm
  School Reconciliation

12/7
5:30pm  Vigil  (Holy Day)

12/8
Holy Day-Immaculate Conception

Masses:  6:30am 8am, 9:15am   

           (school mass) and 5:30pm

12/9
7pm
  Choir

12/11
6pm
  School Movie Night
12/13
2pm
  Christmas Concert &  

                          Reception

12/14
1pm
  School Reconciliation
12/14
7pm
  Knights of Columbus Mtg.

12/15
7pm
  Liturgy Committee Mtg.

12/16
1pm
  School Christmas Concert 

12/16
7pm
  Choir

12/17
7:30pm  SVDP
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