SOCY2000 Social Issues. Fall 2012.

Study questions, Chapters 1-8

Chapter 1 Prologue: Perspectives and Values
NOTE: when I refer to Wright and Rogers, I am referring to the textbook, American Society: How it really works, of wich they are the co-authors

1. Distinguish between description, explanation, and evaluation, as these terms are used by Wright and Rogers. 1, 2-6

2. What do they mean by “colorful anecdote?” Do you expect to encounter a lot of them in the rest of the book? 1 In your experience, do journalists, politicians, and others concerned with public policy like to use colorful anecdotes?
3. What do Wright and Rogers say is the central task of sociology? 3
4. T F Our activities are rule governed, but our activities can change the very rules by which they are governed. 3

5. Which is not one of the six aspects of social rules treated by Wright and Rogers?
  a. Rules are enforced    b. Rules take different forms   c. Rules are frequently not neutral   d. Power and rules interact  e. Rules can inconsistent   f. Rules can change  g. All of the above are aspects of rules treated by Wright and Rogers  3-5
6. Give examples of the idea that rules are enforced. 3-4 Are they enforced every time?
7. Give examples of different forms of rules. 4 How do Wright and Rogers define laws?

8. What does it mean to say that "Rules are frequently not neutral?" 4 How does the term cui bono (introduced in lecture) relate to this idea? [figure it out]

9. Give examples of how power and rules interact. 4

10. Social rules tend to be stable when they confer power on whom? 4 Why? 4

11. Do rules have to be consistent with each other? 5 Give examples
12. T F Rules can change. 5  Give examples
13. What are the five American values Wright and Rogers focus on? What do they mean? 5-6 Do you agree that these are basic US values?

14. What do Wright and Rogers mean by "fairness?" 6 How can we decide what's fair/just? [Think about lecture and principles of justice]

15. What four kinds of disagreements about values do Wright and Rogers identify? 7

16. Between conservatives and progressives, which is more likely to feel   7
  a. American society measures up pretty well regarding their values

  b. Where the U.S. does not measure up, there is not much that can be done about it

  c. In many ways the U.S. is failing to live up to its values

  d. Much could be done to improve U.S. society

Chapter 2 What Kind of Society Is American Society?

1. How do Wright and Rogers define “highly productive?" 11

2. About what percent of the US labor force works in agriculture? 12

3. How do Wright and Rogers define “post industrial society?" 12

4. The US economy, according to Wright and Rogers is a type of ______, dominated by giant ______, with ______ unions and relatively _____ regulated markets that exist in an increasingly globalized system of economic interactions. 12-3

5. What three things must be true (according to Wright and Rogers) for an economy to be considered a capitalist economy? 13-4 Be able to describe each.
6. Be able to give some examples of the size of US giant corporations compared with entire national economies. 15-6
7. T  F  Small firms (companies with fewer than 20 employees) employ only about 3 percent of American workers.

8. Are small firms still an important part of the American economy? 17

9. Compared to other industrially developed countries, how strong are US unions? 17 What fraction of nonfarm wage and salary workers are unionized? 17

10. What is a labor union? 17
11. T  F  Compared to most other industrialized nations, American capitalists have great freedom to hire and fire as they like. 18

12. T  F  The United States is the only developed capitalist country in the world in which the government does not guarantee universal health services or insurance for all of its citizens. 18

13. How does the US compare with similar countries on measures of the size of the government like the percent of the labor force who are government employees, the amount of non-military government spending, and rates of taxation? 19-20
14. How do trade, production, and ownership today reflect globalization? 21

15. Is the United States a well-bounded society? 21 Why would you say so?

16. The US has the ______ poverty rates and ______ levels of economic inequality of any developed nation. 22
17. How much stock do poorer Americans hold? 22 [A: Wright and Rogers do not give a precise figure for the stock holdings of the very bottom. They tell us that the poorest 80 percent of households hold only 8 percent of all stock (excluding stock held in pensions). Even if we make the not very likely assumption that the stocks are evenly distributed among these folks (surely the households above the median have more stock than those at the bottom), then the poorest 20 percent of households would hold 2 percent of the stock. This number, though small, is almost certainly an overestimate.]
18. Give three of the measures the text uses to argue that the United States has extreme [economic] inequality. 22-4

19. Where are child poverty rates highest among the industrialized countries of the world? 22-3

20. How much variety in child poverty rates does there seem to be among the industrialized countries? 23 Thought question: How much do government policies have to do with that?

21. According to the latest figures Wright and Rogers provide (for 2007), roughly what is the ratio of CEO pay in the  500 largest corporations to average factory worker pay in the US? How does this compare to the ratio in Europe? 24
22. Is the United States as a whole rich? 24
23. T  F  US political institutions are generally called "liberal democratic" 25

24. What three characteristics seem to make the US a liberal democracy?  25

25. How are proportional representation systems different from the system the US uses? 25 What is our system called? How does our system affect minor parties?

26. Compare federal systems and unitary state systems. 25 Is the US a federal system or a unitary state system?

27. In the US the head of the government (the president) is chosen by citizen election. How is the head typically chosen in parliamentary systems? 26

28. T  F  People at the bottom in the US have historically had little interest and less say about social issues.  26
29. What is it that dominates dissemination of news in the US (according to Wright and Rogers)? 27

30. T  F  One characteristic that distinguishes the United States from most others is our high level of militarization. 28

31. The US spends ______ times on the military as does any other country in the world. 28

32. How does the U.S. economy rely on the military?  28

33. When were women guaranteed the vote in the United States? 28

34. T  F  A majority of adult women in the US today are part of the labor force. 28

35. Which of the following occupations are at least 40 percent female? Which are at least 30 percent female?  Which are at least 95 percent female?  a. police officer  b, lawyer  c. doctor  d. auto mechanic e. carpenter  f. secretary  28-9
36. T  F  These days men and women do equal amounts of housework., at least in households in the US. 28

37. Today about ______ percent of people in the United States are foreign born; in 1910 about ______ percent were.
38. In the judgment of Wright and Rogers, where does US culture seem to stand on pluralism and tolerance, individualism, religiosity, biological evolution, and commercialism and consumerism? 31
39. What evidence do Wright and Rogers provide to suggest that the US is relatively violent and repressive? 32 [If by "repressive" we are talking about harassment and imprisonment of people for their political views and actions, I'm not sure these data apply. If we mean strong state action against perceived law breakers, the prison statistics are telling.]
Terms: GDP, poverty rate, 2007 dollars, per capita income, wealth, grass roots 26, bottom up 26, John Quincy Adams 27
Chapter 3  The Capitalist Market

1. What is the key economic resource in feudalism? 35

2. Can peasants be bought and sold under feudalism? 36

3. How do the situations of slaves in general and peasants under feudalism differ? 36

4. In a simple market economy what is the nature of the labor market? 36

5. What economic system was typical of the Soviet Union during most of the 20th century? What are its characteristics? Who tended to be responsible for economic decisions? 36

6. What are some of the non-capitalist economic phenomena the Wright and Rogers mention? 37

7. Which are more capitalistic, bookstores or libraries? 38

8. Do Americans by and large like capitalism? 38

9. T  F  The US does not have  a purely capitalist economy. 38

10. State the "moral argument for capitalism," as introduced by Wright and Rogers. 39ff

11. The most important ("paramount") value in libertarianism is ______. 39

12. From the point of view of libertarianism, what is the problem with governmental regulations like a minimum wage law? 39-40

13. Recapitulate the "pragmatic arguments for capitalism." 40-4

14. Why is coordination a problem for capitalist economies? 40-1

15. Contrast the planning and command solution to the problem of coordination of economic activity with the decentralized market solution. How does each relate to the value of individual freedom and autonomy? How about efficiency? 40ff

16. What is [price] equilibrium? [the book just calls it equilibrium, but economists have other kinds of equilbria, too] 41

17. What is allocative efficiency?  41-2

18. How is it that prices provide both information and incentive? 41-2

19. What does consumer sovereignty refer to? 42

20. The idea that the underlying dynamics of the economy are driven by the preferences and behaviors of consumers and that therefore they are really running the economy is called ______. 42

21. Define optimal 42

22. Define Pareto optimality. Which approach is more likely to reach (well, come near) Pareto optimality, the planning and command approach or the decentralized market approach? 42-3

23. What is the "key to prosperity," according to free market advocates. 43

24. What are the three core reasons Wright and Rogers identify as being why free markets tend toward innovation and growth? 43

25. How does risk taking influence innovation? 43-4

26. "The government that governs _____ governs best," according to many advocates of capitalist systems. 44

27. Contrast libertarian ideas of the state as presented in Wright and Rogers with the concept of an affirmative state. 44

28. What is the state incompetence thesis? 45 What is the state malevolence thesis? Would these theses be more likely to be part of moral arguments about the state or pragmatic arguments about the state? 45

29. What two kinds of pragmatic arguments opposed to much state intervention do Wright and Rogers present? 45

30. What types of government corruption do Wright and Rogers describe? 45

Know the nice summary of Chapter 3 presented on the first page of Chapter 4. 47
Chapter 4 The Capitalist Market

1. Compare negative freedom and positive freedom, as defined by Wright and Rogers. (When I ask you to compare A and B, what I want is 1) a definition of A, 2) a definition of B, 3) how A and B are alike, and 4) how A and B differ.) 48-9 IMPORTANT

2. Under what conditions is a contract an expression of negative freedom? 48

3. Wright and Rogers argue that capitalism violates the value of negative freedom by making it difficult for most people to avoid being directly dominated by others in work. Who are those dominating others? How do they make that argument even as they recognize that at some level people have choices? 48-9

4. What is it that Wright and Rogers argue limits positive freedom in capitalism? 50 Have they made the case that capitalism necessarily leads to massive inequality? [A: Not yet]

5. According to Wright and Rogers, most people who accumulate great wealth started with ______. 50

6. "American capitalism may be defended on the moral grounds of individual freedom and liberty, but it supports only a thin understanding of this important value." On what grounds do Wright and Rogers say this? 48-50

7. What five problems in the performance of capitalist markets do Wright and Rogers highlight as factors that can generate significant economic and social inefficiency? 51 Be able to explain their point(s) about each 50ff

8. How do regulations requiring food labeling violate the free market? 52 [A: any regulation that forces market participants to do things they might prefer not to do violates the free market.]

NOTE in reading the section on markets and information that one of the assumptions of an efficient market is perfect information.

9. What is the famous Pinto story? 53 This is the understanding many people of my generation had about the Pinto and Ford's handling of the situation, based largely on the Mother Jones article. (Mother Jones is generally considered a lefty / progressive magazine.) At least one law review article published later challenges many of the details of the case, but whatever the "truth", the textbook's version is what people know. A friend of mine knew a lawyer who had worked with Ford on the case; the lawyer's account was consistent with the Mother Jones article.

10. How do Wright and Rogers define power? 54 [IMPORTANT] This is German sociologist Max Weber's famous definition of power

11. What is the difference between price takers and price makers? 54-5 When you buy something at the grocery store are you a price taker or price maker? When you try to sell your labor are you a price taker or price maker? [Simple economic theories tend to assume that everyone is a price taker. More realistic theories accept the presence of companies large enough to be price makers and generally consider that that power makes the market less efficient.]

12. How does globalization increase the power of large corporations? 55

13. Define negative externality. Define positive externality. 55  IMPORTANT

14. Capitalist firms do not simply produce goods and services for the market: they attempt to do so in a way that maximizes _____. 55

15. How do Wright and Rogers define profit? 55-56

16. What happens to a firm's profits if the firm can move some of its costs to others? 56

17. What does pollution from a manufacturing plant have to do with negative externalities? 56

18. Define time horizon 57

19. What do highly competitive free markets tend to do to the time horizon of investors? 57 [Note that this section speaks of competition not for consumers but for investors, people/companies willing to buy a company's stock, buy its bonds, or loan it money. In general, investors make possible faster growth than simple reinvestment of profits allows. The investor's "rate of return" is essentially the profit the investor is making on an investment.]

20. How do short time horizons of investors (and consumers) affect the behavior of capitalist firms? 57-58 How does this reflect the tragedy of the commons? (Figure it out)

21. How do Wright and Rogers define public good? 58 [Note that this definition differs somewhat from the two definitions I gave in class for "collective goods." If I ask for a definition, I'll accept any of the three definitions.]

22. Give examples of public goods. Be sure to specify what it is about the example that makes it a public good. 58

23. T F In general the level of public goods provided through unconstrained free capitalist markets will be far below the socially optimal level.

24. How is it that market-provided sanitation services may not protect even those people who could afford the services? 58-9

25. T F Markets will overproduce public goods, which is inefficient. 59

26. Lay out the basic prisoner's dilemma situation. You don't have to reproduce exactly the payoff matrix from the book, though the pattern is important. 59

27. Define collective action failure. 60

28. How is the world's fishing industry in the midst of illustrating the tragedy of the commons? 60-1 

29. What is the public goods problem of skills formation? 62

30. What is the dimension of personality that Wright and Rogers claim market activities revolve around? 62 How does that dimension clash with things like solidarity, altruism, and compassion?

31. Do Wright and Rogers seem to take a nature (you are pretty much born with your personality) or nurture (your personality reflects your surroundings and your experiences in them) approach to human personal characteristics? 62-3

32. What are the two ways in which free markets help lead to the erosion of community, according to Wright and Rogers? 63ff

33. How does community affect free riding? 64

34. What examples do Wright and Rogers offer of things Americans would generally disapprove of being put on the market? 64-5

35. What difficulties might be encountered with only market-based production and consumption of child care, the arts, religion and spirituality, or human life? (Pick two) 65

36. What is the difference between exit and voice as ways to respond to an organization not performing the way you'd like? 67

37. "Voting with your feet," where you stop supporting or using something you used to because it has annoyed you, is an example of which, voice or exit? (Figure it out)

38. Which do Wright and Rogers believe capitalist markets support more, exit or voice? 68

Chapter 5 The Environment

1. Why is it that sometimes people or firms facing a payoff matrix like the recycling payoff matrix in the book are willing to support programs that require (and enforce) participation in the cooperative category (that is, where everyone recycles, for example)? 70-1

2. Is there more recycling today in the US than there was in the 1980s? 71

3. What proportion of the world's population does the US account for? [IMPORTANT] 72

4. What proportion of the world's energy consumption is by Americans? 72

5. The resource of fossil fuels is "finite." What does this mean, and why do some people care? 72 [Note that the term used in the next paragraph, "nonrenewable," is also used to refer to finite resources.]

6. For whom do Wright and Rogers see current high consumption of nonrenewable energy resources as a negative externality? 73

7. T F Wright and Rogers argue that market economies have difficulty factoring long term consequences into present choices. 73

8. In capitalist market economies such as the US economy, environmental negative externalities are in part the result of _____ on the part of firms. 73

9. Why is there a general tendency in market economies for the most profitable investments to be relatively polluting? 73

10. What are the negative externalities of nitrogen fertilizer use? 73-4

11. Who in the US tends to generate the negative externality of acid rain, and for whom does it turn out to be negative? 74

12. What private costs were suffered by residents of the Love Canal section of Niagara Falls, New York? What did the polluter do to cause the problem? 74 (The text says "near Buffalo, New York." It was in the city of Niagara Falls. Driving along the Niagara River on the Canadian side and the American side are rather different experiences. The US side has large numbers of factories (looking pretty old these days); the Canadian side is mostly a nice, green parkway. Right around the falls you find garish tourist things on both sides.)

13. T F On a per capita (per person) basis, China is by far the world's biggest generator of carbon dioxide emissions (at least in 2005). 75

14. What do Wright and Rogers argue is always necessary to solve problems of negative externalities like acid rain, Love Canal, and global warming? 75 IMPORTANT

15. In the US, what is the principal government agency charged with the task of regulating various forms of pollution? IMPORTANT 76-7

16. What has happened to air pollution in the US since 1980? What about water pollution? Did governmental regulation have anything to do with it? 76

17. What kinds of government intervention are required by market-based solutions to environmental problems like information-based monitoring and carbon emission markets? 77 How does the government gather information and keep firms from cheating? [A: can you spell paperwork and inspection? One reason companies don't like paperwork is because it costs them something to produce it; another reason is because it makes it more difficult to evade laws and regulations.]

18. What is NIMBY? 77

19. When no one wants a particular thing near them, who is likely to end up with it, rich/powerful people or poor/not so powerful people? 78

20. Do more white people in America live near (within about two miles) a hazardous waste site or more non-white people? 78-9 Remember there are more white people than nonwhites in America, so if hazardous waste sites were evenly spread around we would expect more white people near them than nonwhite.

21. Do market economies tend to encourage consumerism? If so, why; if not, why not? 80

22. T F Sometimes we can solve a problem by eliminating the cause. Sometimes we can solve it by eliminating the symptoms. 80-1

23. What three factors do Wright and Rogers identify that affect the distribution of efficiency levels in automobiles? Who has been active in limiting the standards established by the government? 81

24. When Wright and Rogers say, when discussing energy markets, "It is a myth that the choice of energy alternatives is actually the result of free market mechanisms," what deviations from free markets for oil and for nuclear power do they cite? 81-2

25. About what fraction of government subsidies directly connected to energy over the past half century have gone to oil and gas? What fraction to renewables (wind and solar)? To what do Wright and Rogers attribute the disparity?  82

26. A central strategy of powerful business interests in blocking effective government action is to _____. 83  

27. If you were a congressman who wanted to eliminate the new health care law but did not have the votes to change the law, what might you try to do to effectively keep it from getting off the ground? 83

Chapter 6 Transportation

1. In general are streets and highways public goods? 85 Why or why not?

2. How does the US compare with other countries in terms of the role of the car in urban transportation? 86, 87

3. What countries seem to do the most biking (at least in 1995)? 86-7

4. When did public transit ridership peak in the US? 87

5. Define free-riding bonus, sucker penalty 89

6. T F Public transportation policies affect the costs and benefits of driving. 90

7. T F Presumably in a democracy public transportation policies should voter transportation preferences. 90-1

8. Rather than voter preferences Wright and Rogers argue ______ played a pivotal role in shaping transportation policy. 91

9. T F Los Angeles has always been too spread out for public transit to be practical.

10. T F There was a time shortly after World War II when most people in Los Angeles did not own cars. 92

11. Why might busses be less appealing to riders than trolleys in a place like Los Angeles? 92-3

12. What do Wright and Rogers report happened to public transportation after World War II in Los Angeles? 91-3

13. Other than the automobile industry, what other industries had strong interests in freeways (when freeways were first being built)? Which citizens had interests in more freeways? 93-4

14. What are three social costs Wright and Rogers describe of an automobile-based transport system? 95ff

15. What are three suggestions Wright and Rogers offer for reducing automobile traffic? 98ff

16. In European countries it costs much more for gas than in the US. What is the main reason for that? 98-9

17. How much does a driver pay for gas in the most expensive European country (Norway)? 99

18. What are "congestion fees" such as those charged in London? 99

19. Give three of the positive externalities of public transport Wright and Rogers list. 100

20. How does low-density residence affect transportation policy? What is low-density residence? 102

Chapter 7 Consumerism

1. Define consumerism, consumerist society 103

2. "We'll build a bungalow, big enough for two," is a line from a popular song. When was it most likely to have been popular, 1960 or 2000? 103ff

3. What is, roughly, the square footage of a house built today (well, in 2007)? About what was it in 1987? 105

4. T F House sizes have gotten larger in recent years, partly because family sizes have also been getting longer. 104

5. Define productivity 107

6. Two options that arise when productivity increases are 1) to produce the same amount and have more ______, or we can work the same amount and have more _____. 107

7. Why do the dynamics of capitalism impose strong pressures to grow in total output, not just productivity? 107 IMPORTANT

8. In the US private consumption constitutes ______ percent of the economy. 108

9. T F Wright and Rogers argue that the US economy should suffer if consumers rejected consumerism. 108

10. What is the Nag Factor? 109

11. What is the basic problem with children as consumers? 109

12. Define reference group, consumption reference group 110

13. Television has recently been introduced to some formerly very remote villages in the Himalayan nation of Bhutan. Is that likely to affect the new viewers' consumption reference groups? How? 110

14. T F Viewing TV decrease people's estimates of how prosperous the US is. 110

15. How do credit cards foster consumerism? 111

16. T F A majority of American households are carrying a balance on their credit cards. 111

17. The average American household's credit balance in 2007 was $______. 112

18. How do credit card companies make most of their money? 112

19. Do American workers work more or less than workers in other developed countries? 113

20. Do American workers generally have vacation time than European workers? 113 About how much vacation on average to US workers get?

21. As a psychological matter, people care ______ about losses than about gains of the same size. 115

22. What are some reasons that employers may prefer to hire fewer workers for longer hours? 117

23. How does employer-provided health insurance encourage employers to hire fewer people for more hours? 117 [Note that employer-provided health care can also encourage employers to hire more workers for fewer hours because in many cases the health insurance only kicks in if you work full time.]

24. T F Labor law in the United States requires that full time workers be given at least two weeks of vacation per year. Some European countries require that worker be given even more vacation than that. 117

25. What are positional goods? What do they have to do with inequality and with reinforcing consumerism? 118

26. How do reductions in the quality of public goods affect consumerism? How does this become a cycle? 120-1 What is the role of the affluent in all this?

27. A currently popular political theme is to reduce funding for various public programs. To the extent that this reduces quality in those programs, how could this affect consumption patterns? How will spending and quality of things consumed change for the affluent? How will they change for the non-affluent? (Figure it out based on the previous question)

Chapter 8 Health Care

1. T F The US is the only country in the advanced capitalist world in which the market plays a substantial role in the delivery of health-care services. 124

2. What is the leading cause of consumer bankruptcy in the US? 125

3. T F Wright and Rogers argue that most people believe people should not be denied basic medical care because they cannot afford it. 125

4. Wright and Rogers suggest two general ways to ration health care: on the basis of ability to ______ and on the basis of ability to ______. 126

5. In a market-based system research priorities are based on profit potential more than on burdens caused by various diseases.127

6. Which causes the greater worldwide burden of disease, malaria or diabetes? Which gets more research funding? 126-7 [NOTE: most of the world's research funding comes from temperate zone countries like the US, countries in which deaths from malaria are extremely rare and deaths from diabetes and its complications common.]

7. What does information have to do with the regulation of health care in the US? 128

8. If you were a profit maximizer and could decide whether to invest in developing a cure for something or a treatment, what key question would you ask yourself? In general, which turns out to be more profitable, treatments or cures? 128 Why?

9. How can supply of a treatment or diagnostic tool generate demand for the tool? 128

10. How does competition between providers generate overinvestment? 129

11. List the six ways listed by Wright and Rogers of gaining access to health care in the US. 130-2 Which is used by a majority of Americans? Which kind includes Medicare? [important] Medicaid? The VA? 

12. What's an HMO? 130

13. Why does Medicaid vary so much from state to state? 130

14. Note that while employer-provided insurance covers a majority of the population (nearly 60 percent), it does not spend the majority of the money, as Fig 8.1 shows. The sickest and hence most expensive people tend to be those covered by Medicare because the old tend to be sicker than the non-old. 132

15. What two general arguments in favor of the status quo [the way things are now] do Wright and Rogers offer? 133 What negatives about government-provided care do conservatives offer in defense of market-based solutions? 133

16. What is a moral hazard and what is the moral hazard problem related to health care. 

17. On what grounds do Wright and Rogers reject conservative arguments about government control over doctors and the moral hazard problem? 132-4

18.What seems to be the bigger problem, people using too much health care or too little? 134 How can be using too little health care be expensive? 134

19. What country spends the most total money on health care? What country spends the most money per capita on health care? 135-6 Is anyone else even close?

20. How much per person does the US spend on health care? [IMPORTANT] 135  How about Canada?

21. Growth in health care costs in the US has been ______ rapid than in other countries. 136-7

22. Assuming that the patterns in the cost of health care that the US has experienced since 1970 did not change after President Obama's election, what would have happened to health care costs since his election if he and the Congress had not done anything to health care policy in the United States? 137 IMPORTANT

23. Has competition reduced health care costs? 136 [Note that it is possible that growth in costs would have been even more extreme without competition, but costs get higher every year, so it would seem that nothing has reduced the actual costs.]

24. Are for-profit hospitals more efficient than nonprofits? 137 What evidence do Wright and Rogers cite about this? [A: none]

25. What fraction of health care costs in the US go to administrative overhead? 137-8 How does this compare with Canada? 138

26. T F Overhead is a bigger fraction of the spending of the governmental programs Medicare and Medicaid than of the spending of private insurance companies. 138 What makes this interesting? [A: claims about governmental efficiency]

27. What advantage should a biog buyer have in terms of prescription drug prices? 138 What did Congress recently tell Medicare to do with that advantage? Who, in the short run, benefits from such Congressional action? Patients? Taxpayers? (Figure it out)

28. Wright and Rogers argue that it is possible that the difference between US health care expenditures and everyone else's is because we are the only ones spending the right amount. 138-9 Give me two different ways we could test whether we are getting better health care than other countries? (Figure it out, though the next pages offer suggestions) IMPORTANT

29. In terms of income, who is most likely in the US to have their insurance covered by their employer? 139-40 [BTW, even employer-provided insurance is not free to employees. Typically the employee pays half of the cost of the insurance plus copays.]

30. How has the rate of coverage by workplace-based insurance changed since the 1980s? 139-40

31. T F Sick people in the US can in general get in to see a general practitioner sooner than people in other countries. 140-1

32. T F Writing time to see specialists is longer in the US than in other countries? 141

33. How does the United States compare with other wealthy countries in terms of infant mortality and life expectancy? [IMPORTANT] 143

34. How satisfied in general are Americans with health care compared to the satisfaction of people in other countries? 145

35. T F The Veterans Hospital Administration (VHA) is run by the federal government. 146

36. T F The VHA system of hospitals is today (at least in 2005) rated among the best in the country. 146

37. T F Ever since its establishment after World War II the VHA system has been rated as among the best in the country. 146

38. What three reasons do Wright and Rogers offer for the quality and cost effectiveness of the VHA? 147

39. T F According to Wright and Rogers, the VHA is an example of why governments should be kept away from health care. (Figure it out)

40. Do Canadian provinces have any say in health care? 148

41. List three core requirement that the Canadian federal government has for health care systems in Canada. 148

42. The Canadian system is called a "single-payer system." Who is the single payer? Are other arrangements possible? 148

43. List three of the characteristics in practice of the Canadian system. 149-50 IMPORTANT

44. How is it that doctors are less hassled by bureaucracies in Canada and Canadian residents have greater freedom of choice for doctors than in the United States? 150

45. What three powerful interest groups do Wright and Rogers list that have made it very difficult to change the American health care system. 151-2

