
ELK RIVER CITY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, March 20, 2019
9:00 a.m. to 10:38 a.m. 
Regular Monthly Council Meeting
Members Present: Mayor Brown, Councilwoman Williams, Councilwoman McCartney, Councilman Trott, Councilman Black
Staff Present: Christina Bartlett – Clerk/Treasurer, Kavin Lewis – Public Works
Visitors: Barb Smith, Debbie Manwaring, Nick Nicholson-Presnell/Gage, Troy Inman, Wayne Wilson, Tom Tillson, Diana Olson, Brad Frazier
1. Called to Order: Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Was said.
3. Amend the Agenda: None.
4. Approve Minutes of February 20, 2019 Council Meeting–Councilwoman Williams moved to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2019 Council Meeting. Councilman Trott 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
5. Visitors:  none.
Reports 

6. Clerk’s Office – Clerk Christina said that the City had completed the ICRMP discount program successfully.  The AIC Spring Meeting does not have an agenda yet but the topics included budgeting, planning and zoning and legislative.  She was informed by CEDA that we are now eligible to receive block grants.

7. Public Works – Kavin stated that there was a water leak on next to Butch Conard at 204 Front Street and that it has been fixed.  Mayor Dave said that the shop lean to has some damage from the snow load and will be shored up and fixed. 
8. Mayor – He reported on the usual running of deposits and water samples and lining up work on the shop lean to.
9. Council – none.
10. Fire Department – Wayne Wilson and Tom Tillson are now the interim Co-Fire Chiefs.  The mutual aid agreement between the City and CPTPA is being renewed for another 5 years.  At the last fire meeting a rundown on the Bailey garage fire was done.
11.  Ambulance – Regular maintenance is being done.
Financial Report 
12. Unpaid bills report, WSG past due report, general and water/sewer/garbage fund registers, profit and loss previous year comparison, February investment pool statement, credit card and invoices sent statement.  Councilman Trott had a question on the bill for Larry Bailey for plowing snow.  Mayor Dave said that they had hired Mr. Bailey when Kavin was out sick for a week.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the financials.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd  Roll call vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
a. Authorize payment of bills – Councilwoman McCartney made a motion to pay the bills.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye. Motion Carried.
b.  FYE 2017 draft audit – Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the FYE 2017 audit.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye. Motion Carried.
c. Presentation of FYE 2017 Audit – Nick Nicholson of Presnell/Gage.  Nick Nicholson of Presnell/Gage went over and explained the 2017 Audit.  He answered a few questions that were asked as well.
Old Business
13. City standpipes – Mayor Brown said that the two remaining city standpipes will be replaced with fire hydrants this spring/summer when the weather permitted.
14. Votech Lane rental house – Clerk Christina informed the Council of the estimates to get the property surveyed and that a survey had been done on the property in 1995, which she has a copy of.  She is waiting on a call back from the City Attorney, Will Herrington, to see if for the sale of the property we can go off of the 1995 survey and the property deed.  It was also said to see if the pins could still be located after the snow has melted.  Mayor Dave also said that the City has the option to carry the sale contract for the property for 10 years and that option would have to be disclosed when we put the property up for auction.
15. Possible sale of city property – Clerk Christina also has an estimate on the survey of the property on Bobcat Lane.  That parcel would have to be surveyed before it could be auctioned.
16. Budget workshop for FYE 2020

a. Fees: Community Center areas, equipment rental, rental properties – The Council discussed some of the fees.  It was decided to add a $100 deposit for the table and chair rentals for everyone, including residents.  Clerk Christina will see what rental companies charge for their big equipment rentals and report to the Council next month.  The conveyor and combination big equipment rental were taken off the rental list.  The Matthes land lease was discussed and the Council wanted to think on it further.  The Council will discuss the fees further at the April Council Meeting.
17. Fire Department building project update – Mayor Brown reported that there is a Fire Department Building Committee Meeting later today.
18. Wastewater facilities planning grant update – none.
19. Lead/copper Grant – none.
20. Community Center Flood Proofing Project – none.
New Business

21.  Canvas the Special Election – Councilwoman Williams moved that the City Council of the City of Elk River do hereby accept the canvassed March 12, 2019 Mayor Recall Elections results as presented to us and certified by the Clearwater County Clerk, Carrie Bird.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
22. Proposed Ordinance #215, Assignment of Council Seats
a. “Under suspension of the rule requiring three complete and separate readings and that the Clerk read the Ordinance by Title only” – Clerk Christina explained that the way Ordinances had been adopted in the past were the Ordinance and the suspension of the three readings was done in one motion was incorrect.  They need to be two separate motions.
Adopt proposed Ordinance #215 – There was much discussion on the topic.  Councilman Trott and Councilman Black did not see a need for it and thought it could create an issue of seat vacancies if no one ran for a specific seat.  Councilwoman Williams and Councilwoman McCartney voiced that they were in favor of it.  Some questions were raised that Mayor Brown said he would get the answers to.  Councilman Trott made a motion to do away with this ordinance.  Councilman Black 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilwoman Williams – nay, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – nay.  TIE VOTE.  Mayor Dave voted nay breaking the TIE

-After the vote Councilwoman Williams inquired about assigning position titles to each councilperson.  Clerk Christina said she would look into that.
Meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m.
Minutes Submitted by Christina Bartlett, City Clerk

