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Covenant – The Big Picture
God’s Action in Human History (Salvation History)

God is the perfect Father – He loves, provides, protects
God establishes his family through covenants and their signs.
Covenant vs. contract

Covenant – a sacred binding oath between persons (i.e., marriage)

From biblical times to the present, covenants have been used to form families.  Two classic forms of covenants are adoption and marriage.  So profound is the change brought about by a covenant that it is very much akin to the difference between slavery and sonship, or prostitution and marriage. In slavery and prostitution , people use one another for a selfish end.  In sonship and marriage, people belong to one another in a life-giving union.  It’s success results in an inheritance, its failure can result in disinheritance.
*Oaths today - police, military, public officials, doctors 
They all take oaths whereby they swear to fulfill their duties to the community.  They swear their very lives to God in the service of others. 

In ancient Israel, covenants created families!
A contract is a promise involving goods and services (i.e. mobile phone, land, credit card etc.)

In a promise, you make a pledge (“I give you my word”).  A contract is made binding by your signature, your name.  It is an exchange of property in the form of goods and services (“This is mine and this is yours”); whereas a covenant calls for the exchange of persons (“I am yours and you are mine”), creating a shared bond of interpersonal communion.
Creating Covenants

Covenants were formed through one or all of the following:

· Swear an oath

In oath-swearing a promise is transformed by invoking God’s holy name for assistance or blessing.  The oath-swearer places himself under divine judgment and a conditional self-curse.  The oath is thus a much stronger and more sacred form of commitment.

· Offer a sacrifice

· Share in the sacrificial meal

Blessing vs. Curse

The stakes are higher in covenantal relationships because the covenant could fail and a family could be broken or the covenant could bring blessings of unity and peace. 
Pagan gods vs. Yahweh

The pagan gods were hormonal or bi-polar, one day good, the next day vindictive
Yahweh however in initiating the covenant was saying “I’ll stay with you, I will be faithful, I’ll love you as a father, because you are now in my family…”
The Father wanted to convince his children, “the heirs of the promise,” that he’s absolutely faithful, unchangeable in character.  He knew that the ancient Israelites were surrounded by peoples with fickle gods, benevolent one day and vindictive the next.  Why should the Hebrews not expect more of the same? No wonder God went to such great lengths to convince his people that he was different.  He swore an oath to “strengthen” their trust, accommodating himself to their weakness of faith in his initial word of promise. 

The Hebrew word hesed means “faithful love” and is used hundreds of times to describe Yahweh.
The basic message God wants to convey by a covenant, then, can be stated simply: “I love you.  I am committed to you.  I swear that I will never forsake you.  You are mine and I am yours. I am your father, and you are my family.”   How astonishing that the Creator has such profound love for his creatures!
Persons and Signs in the Old Covenant (Testament)

The sign is associated with the promised covenant.

Adam and his wife – Sabbath
God called Adam to share in his blessing in the covenant of marriage with Eve (see Gn 1:26-2:3), and promised to deliver them from sin through the promised “seed” by crushing the head of the diabolical serpent tempter (see Gn 3:15)

Noah and his household – Rainbow
The Father pledged to Noah to keep him and his household safe through the flood, and then promised never to wipe out the human family that way again (see Gn 9:8-17).

Abraham and his tribe - Circumcision 
God promised Abraham the Promised Land where his natural descendants might be blessed as a nation, and then a kingdom, until eventually all the families of the earth would be blessed through him and his seed (see Gn 12:1-3; 22:16-18).

Moses and the Jewish nation – Passover
The Lord used Moses to lead the twelve tribes of Israel out of bondage in Egypt, and to ratify a national covenant that made them a holy nation (see Ex 19: 5-6), called to occupy the Promised Land of Canaan as their inheritance (see Ex 3: 4-10).
David and his kingdom – Throne

God covenanted with David to build a worldwide kingdom, by establishing an everlasting throne with the son of David, who was destined to rule – with divine wisdom – over all the nations, united as a royal family in their common worship of the heavenly Father within his  house, the Jerusalem temple (see 2 Sam 7: 8-19).

Covenants were made by swearing an oath and offering a sacrifice.
The Latin word for oath is sacramentum.
The Hebrew word for oath is shevua and the root of this word sheva which means “seven.”  The root of sheva is saba which means “fullness or completion.”
Genesis speaks of creation and on the seventh day, God rests.  The Hebrew word that means “to swear a covenant” is based on the Hebrew word for seven.  Someone who said ‘I swear a covenant’ in Hebrew was literally saying ‘I seven myself.’  So in creating the world in seven days, God is swearing a covenant with the universe.  He is not just the master, and we are the slaves.  He is more than creator, and we are more than his creatures.  If God had stopped on the sixth day, we would be only creatures: we would be slaves and private property of God.  But God went on, ‘So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all his work which he had done in creation.’  God invited us into that rest, because that rest represents the covenant relationship that he establishes with his creation.

God works from generation to generation to keep the human family together, keeping watch over his people.  This mutual bond of obedient trust and committed love is the heart of the covenant.  It’s what the ancient Hebrews called hesed; sometimes translated as “loyalty” or “favor,” it’s essential meaning is that kind of “covenant love” that is shared by family members.
The sacraments are oath signs of the new covenant, Christ is fully God and fully man who completes the past covenants through His one great sacrifice which the seven sacraments allow us to participate in!!!
One of the most significant differences between the Old and New Covenants is that the Old Covenant is administered by God with human mediators (e.g., Adam, Noah, Abraham) who came under oath and then sinned – thereby triggering the covenant curses.  In contrast, the New Covenant is established by the God-man, Jesus, but only after he had fulfilled the terms – and borne the curses – of the Old Covenant.  He thus became the mediator of the New Covenant (see Heb. 8-9), which he ratified by oath-swearing.

In this connection, it hardly seems like a coincidence that the Latin word for “oath” is sacramentum. From ancient times, the early Christians understood the sacraments in terms of covenant oath-swearing, as the means that Christ had instituted for keeping – and renewing – the New Covenant.

Sign of the New Covenant:

Christ and His Church – Eucharist  
*The New Covenant Signs = THE SACRAMENTS!!!
CHRIST - True Messiah

Christ is the new Adam - Adam through Eve Falls from grace, Christ through Mary is born to lift us up from the Fall and restore the grace
The seed of Abraham -  Jesus is the true offspring of Abraham who will create a great nation
The New Moses -  Christ is the new law giver and the new Passover
The Son of David - Christ is the eternal king, fulfilling the prophecy of David
The Son of God - Christ is the eternal Word of the Father
What about Noah…? - Christ fulfills this prophecy through Peter, who is the builder of the new Boat which saves from the waters of the world, the devil, and sin

Bark of Peter = Catholic Church
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