Tips to Earn Your Favourite Credit Card Reward Sooner 
According to a recent survey conducted for RBC, more than half (58 per cent) of Canadians hold a credit card with some type of reward. The saying “one size fits all” doesn’t apply to Canadians when it comes to rewards with cash back being favoured by one-third (33 per cent) of cardholders, while 27 per cent prefer merchandise or gift cards. Twenty-three percent of Canadians said that travel rewards are their favourite.
“No matter what type of reward you prefer, the main goal is to optimize your credit card rewards,” said Sean Amato-Gauci, vice president, RBC Credit Cards. “There are some easy ways to build points without having to pay interest if you pay off your balance by the due date.”
Amato-Gauci provides the following tips to make the most of your rewards card:
Don’t spend more, spend smart – If you never carry a balance and always pay your bills on time, you can actually make your card work for you by using it frequently for all kinds of purchases and expenses. Many people rely on credit cards for larger purchases, but may not use it for everyday shopping. Groceries, gas, restaurant and clothing purchases can add up quickly and so can your points. You can also use your card to pay monthly expenses, such as utilities (hydro, cable, mobile phones), daycare, tuition, gym memberships and newspaper subscriptions, to maximize your rewards. 
Look for special promotions – With some reward cards, certain categories of spending earn rewards at a higher rate than other purchases such as grocery, gas, restaurant or travel purchases. Time-limited promotions may also be offered on certain cards. Making sure you understand what types of purchases will give you the most points and keeping on top of special promotions can help accelerate your rewards.
Stick with one card – If you consolidate your purchases and spend on one credit card, you’ll earn your rewards faster, allowing you to redeem sooner. 

 Double dip if possible – Certain stores and retailers let you earn points for purchases in their own program or in other independent reward programs. If you are a member of these programs, you can present your program card to the retailer to earn the applicable points, while at the same time earning reward points by using your credit card to pay for the purchase.

For more information about reward credit cards visit: http://www.rbcroyalbank.com/cards/index.html
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