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2011 CSA Crop Share Program

We hope your new year is starting out well. We are looking over seed catalogs and working on our planting plan. And in the barnyard, the 150 new chicks we got in November are now “tweens” – halfway between chicks and grown up hens. Here is our 2011 CSA crop share information. 

New this year: 

· Delivery at Maple Grove Farmers Market

· Home delivery in Minnetonka/Excelsior/Watertown areas

· Second half payment not due until end of July

· Egg Only shares available

CSA, as you know, stands for “Community Supported Agriculture”, which is a way to support local farmers with a season long commitment. You buy a “crop share” at the beginning of the season, and every week you receive a share of whatever fruits and vegetables are being harvested that week. It’s a great way to get a regular supply of super fresh produce, priority on limited items, and a chance to try new things that you might not buy at the store. 

This will be our 9th year selling at farmers markets, and our 4th year offering CSA shares. Our program will be similar to last year. However, we will no longer deliver at the Excelsior Farmers Market. Instead we will offer home delivery in the Minnetonka/Excelsior/Watertown area for a one time charge of $30 (about $1 per week). We are now going to the Maple Grove Farmers Market (Thurs, 3pm-7pm).and will offer delivery there as well as the Buffalo Farmers Market.
We will offer a full share (about a bushel of produce plus 1 dozen eggs) for pickup every week. Half shares will also be available (half bushel, plus eggs every other week) for those that want to start smaller. An Egg Only CSA option is also available to add more eggs to your share, or to just get eggs by themselves. 
The cost of a full share will be the same as last year, $650 for the season, as well as the cost for a half-share which is $375. A half share with a dozen eggs per week is $427 ($375 plus $4/dozen for the extra eggs). For home delivery in the Minnetonka/Excelsior/Watertown area, there is a $30 one time charge (about $1 per week). You can pay the entire amount when you sign up, or, if desired, you can pay half when you sign up, and pay the remaining half on July 31st. You can use a credit card as well using our store site on localharvest.org – however, the cost is a bit higher to accommodate card processing and support of the Local Harvest web site.

We’ve enclosed an application that you can fill out and return with your payment to reserve a share or half-share. If you have any questions, please call Kathy or Phil at 763-682-6290.

Regards,

Kathy, Phil and Ian.

Trumpeter Swan Farm 2011 CSA Crop Share Questions and Answers

Why should I buy a share?

We think you will like our program for several reasons. First, we start earlier, delivering 26 weeks of products over the season. Second, you get priority for produce, like asparagus or strawberries, when they first start coming in. Third, the pickup is at the farmers market, where you can do additional shopping for other items. And finally, we take back all the packaging we give you, either re-using it, recycling it, or composting it. Nothing goes to the landfill.

Where do I pickup my share each week?

We will have the shares for pickup at the Buffalo Farmers Market (Sat, 8am-noon), and the Maple Grove Farmers Market (Thurs, 3-7pm). This gives you the opportunity to buy additional products from us or others at the market if needed. 

In the Minnetonka/Excelsior/Watertown area, we will offer home delivery for a one time charge of $30 (about $1 per week). You can share that delivery with one or more friends or neighbors. Home delivery (like our winter egg route) will be in the evening from 6-10pm. We will make sure it works for you.

What is the Minnetonka, Excelsior and Watertown” area?

The rough area we cover is from Buffalo east on Hwy 55 to Hwy 101 (Plymouth), south on 101 (Minnetonka), southwest on Hwy 7 (Excelsior), south on 41 (Chaska), west on 5 (Victoria), then northwest thru Watertown back to Buffalo. If in doubt, call us to see if you would be in the area we serve.
What happens if I miss a week?

Once in a while, you will not be able to pick up your share – maybe you are on vacation, or just plain can’t make it to the market that day. It’s not a big deal. Some products, like eggs, we will hold for you, and give them to you at the next pickup time. If you would like, you can send someone in your place to pick up the share. 

Are you organic?

We are not certified organic. However, we keep things simple and use only normal things you’d find at a garden store. We rotate fields and incorporate cover crops. We do use some fertilizer when transplanting, and a few crops like onions and sweet corn like some extra nitrogen. Typically, we buy it at a garden store – a balanced fertilizer like 10-10-10 for transplanting, and a high nitrogen lawn fertilizer like 26-0-5 (without phosphorus or herbicides) for corn or onions.  Chicken manure is composted along with straw, wood chips and packaging that you return to us, and then added to the fields.

Once in a while we use a herbicide or a pesticide. We will use Roundup herbicide on tough spreading weeds like thistle and quack grass. It’s environmentally friendly because it binds tightly to the soil so it can’t get into the water table, and it decomposes in a few days. Obviously it is not used on our crops as it would kill them. We normally tolerate insect pests – figuring that they are kept in balance by beneficial insects. Once in a while, the damaging insects get out of control (potato bugs or cabbage worms) and we will use an organic pesticide like BT or Spinosad to help control them.

Are your chickens free range? What do they eat?

Yes. During the daytime, our chickens are free to roam a fenced in area (about 2 acres of grass and woods) where they can eat grass and scratch for bugs and seeds. At night, they sleep in our barn with the door closed to protect them from predators (raccoons, foxes or wandering dogs – It’s a jungle out there).  The chickens eat a commercial vegetarian layer feed plus all of the kitchen and garden scraps.  They really like lettuce, strawberries and summer squash!

What if I just want eggs?

We offer an “Egg Only” CSA option as well for those customers that want a steady supply of eggs through the entire season. A share is 1 dozen per week for the 26 week season at the market price of $4.00/dozen. You can take advance pickup of eggs if you run short one week, or defer pickup if you have plenty of eggs. At the end of the season, we will settle up any difference between the amount bought and the amount picked up.






(over)

What’s special about your farm or produce?

We pick our produce to insure the best quality.  We start receiving seed catalogues in December and scrutinize new varieties carefully.  Sometimes we try something new and sometimes we go back to the “tried and true”; however, we’re looking for what tastes the best and is the most disease resistant.  We invite your feedback, good or bad.  It helps us get better.  Finally, we care about our land and what benefits it. Before we started farming, we rented to a farmer who grew corn, soybeans and alfalfa.  We were impressed in what a good job he did fertilizing with manure and rotating crops.  We try to follow his practice.

Can I visit your farm?

YES!  Just give us a call before you come so you know we are home.  If you decide to purchase a subscription, you aren’t required to work at our farm (unless you really want to!).

What can I expect each week?
Typically, for products that are plentiful, everyone gets some. New arriving products like strawberries maybe split into smaller portions just to make sure everyone gets the “first taste of the season”. Other items will go into our “pick system”. Where possible, customers will be able to pick items that will work for their weekly meal plans. 

One goal is to provide each item we grow to everyone at least one week during the season, so you can try something you might not normally buy like turnips or edamame soybeans. Another goal is to make available basic items like onions, potatoes and beans for as long possible as “pick” items.

How much is a typical Share or Half Share?

During the peak season, a full share will be about a bushel of produce. (A large apple box is a bushel). Obviously, in the beginning, the amounts are smaller as things are just starting. However, our asparagus starts mid-May, and we typically start early crops like lettuce, spinach, green onions and radishes in a hoop house so we get those products in May as well. 

To give you an idea of what you might get, here are examples of some of our baskets. These are typical “full share” for a week during that month. For “half share”, figure half of the amount. “Picks” are where you pick items you want to add to your basket from our collection of whatever else there is available that week. Example of some of the picks available that month are listed.

May






June


1 dozen eggs





1 dozen eggs


2 bunches asparagus




2 quarts strawberries


1 bunch green onions




1 chiffon cake (shortcake)


1 bunch radishes




1 bag spinach


4 picks (ie. lettuce, spinach, canned goods)

1 bag lettuce









4 picks (ie. rhubarb, asparagus, onions, radish, peas)

July






August


1 dozen eggs





1 dozen eggs


2 pints raspberries




2 bunches beets


1 bunch swiss chard




1 quart green beans and 1 quart yellow beans


1 head broccoli





2 qt tomatoes


1 quart green beans




2 cucumbers


2 trays summer squash




1 qt green peppers


2 picks (ie. arugula, turnips, lettuce, peas, onions)
4 picks (ie. eggplant, cabbage, kohlrabi, turnips)

September





October


1 dozen eggs





1 dozen eggs


1 pint raspberries




2 bunches leeks


2 tray summer squash




2 qt potatoes


2 qt slicing tomatoes




2 winter squash


2 qt sauce roma tomatoes



1 carving pumpkin


2 qt green peppers




1 qt Brussel sprouts


1 watermelon





3 picks (ie. beets, summer squash, peppers, garlic)


3 picks (ie. sweet corn, beans, hot peppers, broccoli)

Trumpeter Swan Farm 2011 CSA Application
Full shares include a dozen eggs each week; half shares include a dozen eggs every other week. A half share option with 1 dozen eggs per week is also an option. An egg only share is available as well. 

Pickup will be at the Buffalo Farmers Market, Saturdays, 8am-noon and the Maple Grove Farmers Market, Thursdays, 3pm-7pm. Home delivery is also available for the Minnetonka/Excelsior/Watertown area. It will be evenings from 6pm-10pm. Pickup and deliveries will start the first week in May, and continues thru the last week in October, for a total of 26 weeks

Name

Address

Phone (list multiple phones in preferred calling order – ie. who we call first)
Email

Pickup/Delivery Option
· Buffalo Farmers Market (Sat 8am-noon)

· Maple Grove Farmers Market (Thurs 3pm-7pm)

· Home Delivery - Minnetonka/Excelsior/Watertown area (Weekday evening)

· Pickup at the Farm (Tues 4pm-8pm)

Order

	Qty
	Item
	Cost

	
	Full Share ($650 for the season)
	

	
	Half Share ($375 for the season
	

	
	Half Share with 1 dozen eggs per week ($427)
	

	
	Egg Only Share – 1 dozen per week ($104 for the season)
	Sold Out

	
	Home Delivery Minnetonka/Excelsior/Watertown area ($30)
	

	
	
	

	
	Total
	


I have enclosed the following payment

· Payment in full

· Partial payment (half), with remaining half due by July 30, 2011

· Pay by Credit Card on Localharvest.org (6% fee/donation to localharvest.org)

Guarantee: Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you have a problem or are otherwise dissatisfied, please talk to us. We will make it right.

Free Range Brown Eggs


Asparagus, Strawberries and Raspberries


Fruits and Vegetables








Trumpeter Swan Farm


Kathy Kubal and Phil Hannay


3612 40th St NE, Buffalo, MN  55313


www.trumpeterswanfarm.com�763-682-6290   cell 612-308-2664








