Important laws enacted during the 111th Congress of 2009-10  

Laws for calendar 2009:

$787 BILLION STIMULUS MEASURE TO JUMP-START THE ECONOMY.  Many ingredients, including $288 billion in tax cuts; credits for renewable energy, home buying, and college tuition; spurs to education reform; investments in green technologies, clean water, electric grid; a total of $70 billion for energy and the environment; support for unemployment benefits and food stamps.  
Expansion of State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP)

Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.  Mandated equal pay for women in workplace.  

Credit card bill of rights.  New restrictions on credit card industry.  

Tobacco regulation.  New authority to FDA to regulate contents and marketing of tobacco products.  

Expansion of national and community service programs.  Including AmeriCorps.  Participation to be tripled.  

Expansion of hate crimes law.  To cover attacks based on gender, gender identity, sexual orientation and disability.  
Public lands preservation.  Over 2 million acres in the West set aside as protected wilderness.  

Laws for calendar 2010:
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT.  Long-sought commitment to national health insurance.  Individual mandate, guaranteed insurance regardless of pre-existing conditions, state insurance exchanges, expansion of Medicaid, all to cost an estimated $1 trillion over ten years.   

FINANCIAL SERVICES REGULATION.  Sweeping overhaul of the industry.  To create a process to assess and mitigate risk incurred by large financial units; plan for faltering institutions; augment transparency; create a new consumer protection agency.   
Student loan overhaul.  Government to be the sole provider of college student loans; existing program subsidizing private lenders killed.    

and, during the lameduck congressional session of December 2010:
BIPARTISAN TAX DEAL.  Bush tax cuts of 2001 and 2003 extended two years for all income levels; estate tax pegged at 35%; Social Security withholding tax reduced for one year; unemployment benefits expanded.  

New START treaty ratified.  Nuclear arms agreement with Russia.  

Repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.  Ended the military’s restrictive policy on gays.    
Regulation of food safety.  Major new authority to the FDA.  

Help to 9/11 first reponders.  $4.2 billion aid to fire fighters and others suffering health problems due to World Trade Center attack of 2001.  
Prominent features of lawmaking during 2009-10 included the following:
--A lot was done.   

--A great deal of the consequential action stacked up in a few major instruments—the four measures capitalized above.  

--The lameduck session of December 2010 was unusually productive.  

--Nearly all the successful movement came from the majority Democratic side; the exception was the bipartisan tax deal of December 2010 that incorporated GOP aims.   

The close calls on the side of inclusion:   
--expansion of national service programs (mentions were relatively few)

--expansion of hate crimes law (same comment, but the historical importance was 


conveyed)

--public lands preservation (same comment as for hate crimes)

--food safety regulation (same comment as for hate crimes; also, the act came late in 


the Congress, limiting the number of wrap-up stories)

--help to the 9/11 responders (amply covered in the late-in-Congress stories, but the 

 
act might have made the cut because of its on-the-spot occurrence as the 


lameduck wrap-ups were being written)  
The close calls on the side of exclusion: 

--Cash-for-Clunkers, the special deal for auto trade-ins in 2009 (few mentions; most 


of those came in check-off boxes rather than prose)  

--Reform of Pentagon procurement practices in 2009 (few mentions; they were 

perfunctory; they didn’t carry over well into the 2010 wrap-ups)  
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Aims that were prominent during 2009-10 but didn’t make it into law:    

--energy legislation (the Democrats’ ambitious ‘cap and trade” program was passed 


by the House but died in the Senate, which stalled on energy matters)
--immigration reform (notably, the Democrats’ “Dream Act” of late 2010)

--authorization of card-check unionization 
--overhaul of No Child Left Behind, the Bush education program of 2001 
--transportation assistance (money for roads, bridges, etc.)

--reset of campaign finance law in reaction to the Supreme Court’s Citizens United

ruling

--a U.S. House seat for the District of Columbia 

--approval of trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia 

--reversal of Bush tax cuts for the top income stratum, a major Democratic aim  
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