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DELEGATES´  HANDBOOK

Workshop on Agricultural Information Strategies for the Near East: a follow-up to COAIM
Dubai, 10 - 13 January, 2004

Organized by UAE AGRICENT (MAF) and WAICENT/FAO
The Workshop on Agricultural Information Strategies for the Near East: a follow-up to COAIM will be held at the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Dubai, United Arab Emirates from 10-13 January, 2004.  The opening ceremony will begin at 08:30 a.m. at the Dubai Chamber, Conference Hall, Floor 13 located at the following address:

Address
Main Building of Dubai Chamber 

of Commerce, Banis Yas Road

Phone
(+9714) 228 - 0000

Fax.
(+9714) 221 - 1646

E-mail:
dcciinfo@dcci.gov.ae

Website
http://www.dcci.gov.ae

Business hours
07:30 a.m - 14:30 p.m (Sat - Wed)

07:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m (Thursday)

 
Registration of Participants

The registration of participants will begin at 8:00 a.m. at the Dubai Chamber Conference Hall (floor 13) on 10 January, 2004.  Participants who have pre-registered will find their Building Passes ready for collection at the registration area.  A valid identity document needs to be presented to registration officials for collection to take place.

Visas

Please be informed that any non - GCC Country citizen travelling to the United Arab Emirates must have a valid visa.  For who want to have a visa, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries will be able to answer your questions (+971 - 505514 421) and help you with obtaining a visa if you send a clear copy of a valid passport for at least 6 months by fax (+971 - 42957766) or E-mail: uaeagricent.maf@uae.gov.ae before December 12, 2003.  Attention to Mr. Ahmed Kulaib.

Participants Facilities during the workshop

Accommodation

Due to occur of many events at the same time of our workshop, especially the Dubai Shooping Festival and high occupancy of the hotel in Dubai, the UAEAGRICENT had reserved rooms for all delegations in the Dubai Concorde Hotel, which is 10 minutes from the Dubai airport and 1/2 km. from Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry (http://www.dubaiconcorde.com).

The rate of the single room per night, including breakfast is  Dhs (net) = US dollars.

We encourage every participant to reserve his/her own room before 30/09/2003 by contact Mr. Imad Kudsi by e-mail: dch@dubaiconcorde.com or by fax: (+971) 42280 - 555 or by phone: (+971) 42230 - 003

Interpretation

Plenary sessions will be conducted in Arabic and English.  Simultaneous interpretation in these languages will be provided. 

Local Currency

The UAE monetary unit is the dirham which is equal to .27 Us dollars.  The exchange rate available could be consulted upon arrival to the airport.  Cash, traveller checks and major credit cards are accepted in Dubai (UAE).

Travel Facilities

Ticket confirmations and other travel services are available from the hotel Travel Agency, located on the ground floor of the Hotel.  The opening hours are from 08:00 to 13:00 & 16:18 .  

Internet Access

Internet access will be available for use by participants who wish to visit the UAE AGRICENT Website.  Limited black-and-white printing facilities and technical assistance on-site will be available for the exclusive use of Delegates beside the meeting room at the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

UAE AGRICENT Information Stand

It will be located beside the meeting room for display and distribution of UAE AGRICENT materials.  Additionally there will be one PC available to allow for the possibility of making informal demonstrations as necessary. 

Medical Services

For medical emergencies, participants may take contact with the reception of the hotel.

Emergency Telephone Numbers in Dubai

The following numbers may be useful in case of emergency:

Police

999

Fire

997

Ambulance
998

Additional Information

Credit cards

Internationally-recognised travellers´ cheques and credit cards are accepted in hotels, major shops and restaurants.  Any problems encountered with the use of credit cards should be referred to the local representatives of the credit card agencies.

For further details, please contact:

Mr. Ahmed Kulaib

UAE AGRICENT

Tel. (+971) 50 551 - 4421

Fax. (+971) 4295 - 7766

Email:  akulaib.maf@uae.gov.ae

*  *  *  *  *




The United Arab Emirates

Being literally crime-free is not the only thing that makes the United Arab Emirates one of the most attractive places to live in. Its amazing amalgamation of the traditional values of the East and the modern technologies of the West, being a melting pot of various nationalities and cultures living together and working in harmony and a standard of living that is comparable to the world's most advanced nations makes it one of 20th century's success stories.   

The United Arab Emirates is a federation of seven emirates or states, each with its own unique character and personality but yet united with a common goal and destiny.  The seven emirates are :  Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al-Qaiwain, Ras Al-Khaimah, Fujairah
DUBAI

Population:  674,101

Ruler:  H.H. Sheikh Maktoum bin Rashid Al Maktoum

Dubai is the second largest emirate in the U.A.E. Its total area is around 1000 square miles. 

The city of Dubai is divided by the famous Dubai creek or Khor. This natural harbour, and Dubai's strategic location on the international trading map has made it one of the world's leading trading and commercial centers. 

The Ruler of Dubai, H.H. Sheikh Maktoum bin Rashid Al Maktoum, succeeded his father in 1990. 

His father, Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum was one of the founding fathers of the UAE together with H.H. Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahayan and was the Vice-President and Prime Minister until his death in 1990. 

Dubai's attractiveness not only lies in its trade. Like the rest of the U.A.E., it has also been actively promoted as a tourist destination. A few of its notable achievements are : 

· The gold prize for the best destination in the Middle East in the 1996 World Travel prizes ceremony held in June 1996 in Las Vegas, USA. Dubai also won the silver medal for the best tourism and conference centre in the Middle East.

· The Dubai Shopping Festival, held every year is a major attraction for tourists worldwide.

· The Dubai World Trade Centre has also emerged as the best Exhibition and Conference centre in the Gulf Region by hosting innumerable International Fairs and events like the Gitex and Index, that attracts buyers, sellers and customers from all over the world.

· The Dubai International Airport considered as the world's second best transit airport, currently handles 7.3 million passengers per year with a growth rate of 12% that is double that of any other airport in the world.

· The Dubai Air Show is currently ranked third as the most significant international air-shows on a global scale. The first being Farnborough in Britain and the second Le Bourget in Paris.

· The Dubai Summer Surprises is an innovative tourist attraction, aimed at increasing tourism in the usually inactive summer months. The peak summer months of July, August upto mid September are filled with shopping bonanzas, entertainment for children, Ice circus, with entertainment and educational programmes held daily at all the major shopping complexes. 

Climate 

The UAE has a sub-tropical, arid climate. Rainfall is infrequent and irregular. Falling mainly in winter, it amounts to some 13 centimetres a year. Temperatures range from a low of about 10 degrees Celsius to a high of 48 degrees Celsius. The mean daily maximum is 24 degrees in January rising to 41 degrees in July. 

Language spoken

Arabic is the official language while English and Urdu are also widely spoken and understood.

Electricity

220/230 volts A/C

Hours of work

Government - 07:30 - 14:30.  Closed on Thursday and Friday, and the market is from 09:00 – 22:00 7 days.

Places of interest

Creekside, Dubai Museum, dhow rides in the creek, desert safaries, beaches and parks, Wild Wadi amusement park, Shpping molls.
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