DT-4-15-13     OLD SOUTH/NEW SOUTH - CHAPEL HILL, DURHAM, & RALEIGH 

Join us as we travel to experience 3 modern cities in the South that still acknowledge the history that made them what they are today.  Chapel Hill, Durham, and Raleigh are known collectively as the Research Triangle, an area that is often characterized as "trees, tees, and PhD's."

     Raleigh - The State capital is often called the "Smithsonian of the South" for its many free attractions.  Preservation of the natural environment has always been a priority for the "City of Oaks" which was named the first "Green Survival City" in the country.  Included in this city itinerary from which to choose from are the renowned N C Museum of Art, the N C Museum of History (housing the NC Sports Hall of Fame), and the NC Museum of Natural Sciences (largest of its kind in the Southeast & offers the "Terror of the South" exhibit), all of which are given a "GEM" by the AAA.  A light lunch on your own is recommended at a nearby restaurant since included in the tour is dinner at the Peddler's Steakhouse, an icon since 1969.

The Hampton Inn & Suites in Raleigh will be a fine base from which to explore the rest of the Research Triangle area: Chapel Hill and Durham. 

     Chapel Hill -  Centered on the campus of the University of NC, the first public university in the U.S, we will tour the campus grounds which include the Morehead Planetarium and Science Center, the first planetarium located on a college campus; it has served as a NASA training center for a number of astronauts.  We will also visit the Horace Williams House, a beautiful and historic landmark; wander past stately pillared houses on Franklin Street, the heart of downtown Chapel Hill; and see the NC Botanical Gardens, the largest collection of native plants in the Southeast.  A special stop will be at the Weathervane at Southern Season for lunch where everyone will be able to make their own selections; Craig Claiborne labeled it a "wall to wall and floor to ceiling, a visual and gustatory delight."  If you are still hungry when we arrived back at our hotel you may choose wherever you want to eat at the nearby Brier Creek Commons. 

      Durham - Home of Research Triangle Park, Duke University, and North Carolina Central University, it is known for excellence in medicine, education, research, technology, and industry.  The city has exchanged its old identify of "tobacco town" for that of "City of Medicine, USA."  The tour will include the American Tobacco Campus, formerly brick warehouses of the tobacco empire; these one-time factories are now part of the vibrant culture of Durham.  Afterwards we will tour downtown Durham where the tobacco industry created a thriving black middle class, dubbed "Black Wall Street."  Then onto Duke University to tour the neo-Gothic campus and see the centerpiece and NC's second most visited tourist attraction, the Duke Chapel, modeled after Canterbury Cathedral, and houses a Flentrop organ considered to be one of the finest in the Western Hemisphere.  We will then have lunch in historic Brightleaf Square, a complex of former warehouses.  The Sarah P. Duke Gardens will be our last stop.  Included in our tour this evening will be dinner at the 42nd Street Oyster Bar, a landmark restaurant since 1931.

On the last day of our trip saving the best for last we will spend the morning at the NC Museum of Art, one of the premier visual arts museums in the Southeast.  Before heading back home we will stop at Cameron Village (Raleigh's first planned community) for lunch and/or do some last-minute shopping. 

Date:  April 15-18, 2013.  Cost: $685 for members; $725 for non-members; Single Supplement:  Add $225.  Cost includes tours of Chapel Hill, Durham, & Raleigh, 3 nights' accommodation, 3 breakfasts and 2 dinners (includes gratuity, tax, & tip), motorcoach, and tip for the driver.

A DEPOSIT OF $100 IS REQUIRED TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION. 

YOU MAY PAY BY EITHER CHECK OR CREDIT CARD.  IF BY CHECK  MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB (Note on the check that it is for the LLI NC TRIP).  IF BY CREDIT CARD (Visa, MC, or Discover) PROVIDE NO., EXPIRATION DATE, SECURITY NO., ADDRESS, & PHONE NO. ON THE REGISTRATION FORM.  MAIL THE CHECK & REGISTRATION FORM TO 100 EAST STREEET, SE, SUITE 202, VIENNA VA 22180-4800.

Shillelaghs also offers travel insurance which we encourage LLI members to consider buying.  Call the Shillelaghs office at 703-242-2204 for this information.

YOUR CONFIRMATION NOTICE WILL BE SENT TO YOU VIA E-MAIL IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN E-MAIL ADDRESS LISTED IN THE CURRENT LLI HANDBOOK AND MEMBERSHIP DIRCTORY, PLEASE INCLUDE A

SELF-ADDRESSED, STAMPED, LEGAL-SIZE ENVELOPE WITH YOUR CHECK AND REGISTRATION FORM.

*Date for Trip Registration:  February 1, 2013.  Final payment is required by that date.

*Cancellation Date:  February 1, 2013

Time & Place of Departure:  Motorcoach departs Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale, VA, promptly at 7:30 am on Monday, April 15 and returns at approximately 7 pm on Thursday, April 18.  Please arrive at least 15 minutes prior to departure.

Trip Size:  Max 44

Co-Leaders:  Ferne Beyer (703-455-6999, bobferne@aol.com) and Anne Austin (703-569-5994; ABBAustin@aol.com)

