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Simple Past Tense
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FORM

Regular verb example: to use ( base form + ed)
	Affirmative
	Interrogative
	Negative

	I used
	Did I use…?
	I did not use…

	You used
	Did you use…?
	You didn’t use…

	He / She / It used
	Did he / she / it use…?
	He / She / It didn’t use…

	We used
	Did we use…?
	We didn’t use…

	You used
	Did you use…?
	You didn’t use…

	They used
	Did they use…?
	They didn’t use…


Exceptions: to be, have, do
	                  Subject
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	                       I
	                   was
	                     had
	                   did

	                    You
	                  were
	                     had
	                   did

	             He / She / It
	                   was
	                     had
	                   did

	                    We
	                 were
	                     had
	                   did

	                    You
	                 were
	                     had
	                   did

	                  They
	                 were
	                      had
	                    did


Affirmative

          I was in Japan last year.

          She had a headache yesterday.

          We did our homework last night.

Negative and interrogative

1. For the negative and interrogative simple past form of do as an ordinary verb, use the auxiliary do.

          We didn’t do our homework last night.

          Did you do much mountain climbing in Mindoro?

2. The negative of have in the simple past is usually formed using the auxiliary do, but sometimes by simply adding not or  

                 the contraction n’t.

          We didn’t have enough money?

          We hadn’t enough money.
3. The interrogative form of have in the simple past normally uses the auxiliary do.

          Did you have enough money?

          Did you have a bicycle when you were a boy?

4. The negative of to be adds not in the simple past.

          They weren’t in Hong Kong last summer.

5. The interrogative of to be puts the verb at the head of the question.

         Were they in Boracay last summer?

Simple Past Regular Verbs
	

	
	

	Subject
	verb + ed
	

	I, you, he / she / it, we, you, they
	washed
	

	

	
	

	Subject


	did + not
	 base form

	I, you, he/she/it, we, you, they
	 didn’t
	 visit

	

	
	

	Did
	Subject
	base form

	Did
	I, you, he/she/it, we, you, they
	arrive?

	

	
	

	Did not
	Subject
	base form

	Didn’t
	I, you, he/she/it, we, you, they
	like…?


Example: to walk, simple past.
	Affirmative


	Negative
	Interrogative

	I walked
	I didn’t walk
	Did I walk?

	You walked
	You didn’t walk
	Did you walk?

	He / She / It walked
	He didn’t walk
	Did he walk?

	We walked
	We didn’t walk
	Did we walk?

	You walked
	You didn’t walk
	Did you walk?

	They walked
	They didn’t walk
	Did they walk?


For the negative and interrogative form of all verbs in the simple past, always add the auxiliary did.
Simple Past Irregular Verb Irregular Verb List
	Base

Form
	Simple
Past


	Past 
Participle
	
	Base
Form
	Simple
Form
	Past
Participle

	awake
	Awoke
	awoken
	
	fight
	fought
	fought

	be
	was, were
	Been
	
	find
	found
	found

	bear
	bore
	Born
	
	fit
	fit
	fit

	beat
	beat
	Beaten
	
	free
	fled
	fled

	become
	became
	become
	
	fling
	flung
	flung

	begin
	began
	Begun
	
	fly
	flew
	flown

	bend
	bent
	Bent
	
	forbid
	forbade
	forbidden

	beset
	beset
	Beset
	
	forget
	forgot
	forgotten

	bet
	bet
	Bet
	
	forego
	forewent
	foregone

	bid
	bid/bade
	bid/bidden
	
	forgive
	forgave
	forgiven

	bind
	bound
	Bound
	
	forsake
	forsook
	forsaken

	bite
	bit
	Bitten
	
	freeze
	froze
	frozen

	bleed
	bled
	Bled
	
	get
	got
	gotten

	blow
	blew
	Blown
	
	give
	gave
	given

	break
	broke
	broken 
	
	go
	went
	gone

	breed
	bred
	bred
	
	grind
	ground
	ground

	bring
	brought
	brought
	
	grow
	grew
	grown

	broadcast
	broadcast
	broadcast
	
	hang
	hung
	hung

	build
	built
	built
	
	hear
	heard
	heard

	Base

Form
	Simple

Past
	Part

Participle
	
	Base

Form
	Simple

Past
	Part 

Participle

	burn
	burned/burnt
	burned/burnt
	
	hide
	hid
	hidden

	burst
	burst
	burst
	
	hit
	hit
	hit

	buy
	bought
	bought
	
	hold
	held
	held

	cast
	cast
	cast
	
	Hurt                                                                           
	hurt
	hurt

	catch
	caught
	caught
	
	keep
	kept
	kept

	choose
	chose
	chosen
	
	kneel
	knelt
	knelt

	cling
	clung
	clung
	
	knit
	knit
	knit

	come
	came
	come
	
	know
	knew
	known

	cost
	cost
	cost
	
	lay
	laid
	laid

	creep
	crept
	crept
	
	lead
	led
	led

	cut
	cut
	cut
	
	leap
	leaped/leapt
	leaped/leapt

	deal
	dealt
	dealt
	
	learn
	learned/learnt
	learned/learnt

	dig
	dug
	dug
	
	leave
	left
	left

	dive
	dived/dove
	dived
	
	lend
	lent
	lent

	do
	did
	done
	
	let
	let
	let

	draw
	drew
	drawn
	
	lie
	lay
	lain

	dream
	dreamed/

dreamt
	dreamed/

dreamt
	
	light
	lit
	lit

	drive
	drove
	driven
	
	lose
	lost
	lost

	drink
	drank
	drunk
	
	make
	made
	made

	eat
	ate
	eaten
	
	mean
	meant
	meant

	fall
	fell
	fallen
	
	meet
	met
	met

	feed
	fed
	fed
	
	misspell
	misspelled/misspelt
	misspelled/misspelt

	feel
	felt
	felt
	
	mistake
	mistook
	mistaken

	overcome
	overcame
	overcome
	
	mow
	mowed
	mowed/mown

	overdo
	overdid
	overdone
	
	speed
	Sped/speeded
	Sped/speeded

	overtake
	overtook
	overtaken 
	
	spend
	spent
	spent

	overthrow
	overthrew
	overthrown
	
	spill
	spilled/spilt
	spilled/spilt

	pay
	paid
	paid
	
	spin
	Span/spun
	spun

	plead
	pled
	pled
	
	spit
	spit/spat
	Spit/spat

	prove
	proved
	proved/proven
	
	split
	split
	Split

	put
	put
	put
	
	spread
	spread
	Spread

	quit
	quit
	quit
	
	spring
	Sprang
	Sprung

	read
	read
	read
	
	stand
	Stood
	Stood

	rid
	rid
	rid
	
	Steal
	Stole
	stolen

	ride
	rode
	ridden
	
	Stick
	Stuck
	stuck

	ring
	rang
	rung
	
	Sting
	stung
	stung

	rise
	rose
	risen
	
	Stink
	stank
	stunk

	run
	ran
	run
	
	Stride
	Strode/strided
	stridden

	saw
	sawed
	sawed/sawn
	
	Strike
	struck
	struck

	say
	said
	said
	
	String
	strung
	strung

	see
	saw
	seen
	
	Strive
	strove
	striven

	seek
	sought
	sought
	
	Swear
	swore
	sworn

	Base

Form
	Simple

Past
	Past

Participle
	
	Base

Form
	Simple 

Past
	Past

Participle

	sell
	sold
	sold
	
	sweep
	Swept/sweeped
	Swept/sweeped

	send
	sent
	sent
	
	swell
	swelled
	swollen

	set
	set
	set
	
	swim
	swam
	swum

	sew
	sewed
	sewed/sewn
	
	swing
	swung
	swung

	shake
	shook 
	shaken
	
	take
	took
	taken

	shave
	shaved
	shaved/shaven
	
	teach
	taught
	taught

	shear
	shore
	shorn
	
	tear
	tore
	torn

	shed
	shed
	shed
	
	tell
	told
	told

	shine
	shone
	shone
	
	think
	thought
	thought

	shoe
	shod
	shod
	
	thrive
	thrived/throve
	Thrived/thriven

	shoot
	shot
	shot
	
	throw
	threw
	thrown

	show
	showed
	shown
	
	thrust
	thrust
	thrust

	shrink
	shrank
	shrunk
	
	tread
	trod
	trodden

	shut
	shut
	shut
	
	understand
	understood
	understood

	sing
	sang
	sung
	
	uphold
	upheld
	upheld

	sink
	sank
	sunk
	
	upset
	upset
	upset

	sit
	sat
	sat
	
	wake
	woke
	woken

	sleep
	slept
	slept
	
	wear
	wore
	worn

	slay
	slew
	slain
	
	weave
	weaved/wove
	weaved/woven

	slide
	slid
	Slid/slidden
	
	wed
	Wed/wedded
	Wed/wedded

	sling
	slung
	slung
	
	weep
	wept
	wept

	slit
	slit
	slit
	
	wind
	wound
	wound

	smite
	smote
	smitten
	
	win
	won
	won

	sow
	sowed
	sowed/sown
	
	withhold
	withheld
	withheld

	speak
	spoke
	spoken
	
	withstand
	withstood
	withstood

	
	
	
	
	wring
	wrung
	wrung

	
	
	
	
	write
	wrote
	written


Simple Past Irregular Verbs

Examples: to go, to give

          He went to a club last night.

          Did he go to the club last night?

          He didn’t go to the club last night.

          We gave her a book for her birthday.

          We didn’t give her a book for her birthday.

          Did we give her a book for her birthday?

Information Questions

Aka Wh –questions

	Question

word
	
	Auxiliary
Verb
	Subject
	Main verb
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	When
	
	did
	he/she/it
	die?
	

	Where
	
	did
	we
	go?
	

	Why
	
	did
	you
	quit?
	

	How
	
	did
	they
	arrive?
	

	
	far
	did
	it
	go
	

	
	long
	did
	it
	last
	

	
	much

many
	did

did
	it

you
	cost?

buy?
	

	Who
	
	did
	you
	see?
	

	Who
	
	
	
	was
	sick

	What
	
	did
	you
	want?
	

	What
	
	
	
	was
	her name?


Function

The simple past is used to talk about a completed action in a time before now. Duration is not important. The time of the action can be in the recent past or the distant past.

          John Cabot sailed to America  in 1498.

          My father died last year.

          He lived in Fiji in 1976.

          We crossed the English Channel yesterday.

You always use the simple past when you say when something happened, so it is associated with certain past time expressions.

         - Frequency:

          Often, sometimes, always

           We always bought Popsicles from the ice cream 
            truck. (when we were kids)

            They often took a late lunch. (when they worked at
            the radio station)

         - a definite point in time:

           last week, when I was a child, yesterday, six weeks ago.

            She played the piano when she was a child.

            We saw a good film last week.
Before vs. ago

Ago refers to time before the time the statement is being made; before refers to time before the time being talked about.

          I said, “My mom baked the cake two hours ago.”
          I said that my mom (had) baked the cake two hours before.

The Simple Past Tense Question Review

Question                                 Aux. Verb                       Subject                                Main verb                       (Add’l. info)

Word

	What
	     did
	     They
	     want?
	

	How long
	     did
	     Molly
	     look
	  for her?

	Who
	     did
	     They
	     argue
	   with?

	  (Yes/No Q)
	     Did
	     She
	     leave
	   on time?

	  (To be Q)
	     Where
	     You
	
	   ready to leave?


Explanations:
1. The word order for information                                                              - How long did you wait for me?

Questions in the simple past tense is                                                          - Why did you wait for me?    

the same as for questions in the simple

present tense. However, did is used

instead of do or does.

2. How long asks about time.                                                                       – How long did you wait for her?

                                                                                                                           - I waited for forty minutes.

Exception:

1. When the question word is the                                                               - Who purchased the insurance policy?

Subject of the question, no auxiliary                                                           - What happened at work? 

verb is needed.

Exercise: My sister lived in Cambodia.

Read each answer. Then write the question.


1. ________________________________________

My sister lived in northern Cambodia.

       2._________________________________________

She lived there for two years.

       3._________________________________________

She was an English teacher.

       4._________________________________________ 
Yes, she had a lot of students.
 Commonly mispronounced words
Don't say                                     Do Say                                    Comment 

Acrossed                              across      It is easy to confuse "across" with "crossed" but better to keep them separate. affidavid                              affidavit    Even if your lawyer's name is ''David,'' he issues affidavits. 

Aks                                        ask            

athelete, atheletic            athlete, athletic            Two syllables are enough for "athlete."

a blessing in the skies     a blessing in disguise     This phrase is no blessing if it comes from the skies. (Pronounce it  

                                                                                        correctly  and help maintain the disguise.)

doggy dog world              dog-eat-dog world      The world is even worse than you think if you think it merely a "doggy-dog 

                                                                                     world." Sorry to be the bearer of such bad news.

excetera                              et cetera                      Latin for "and" (et) "the rest" (cetera) are actually two words that  

                                                                                    probably should be written separately. 

Expecially                            especially                     Things especial are usually not expected, so don't confuse these words.

Febyuary                             February                     

in parenthesis                   in parentheses              No one can enclose an expression in one parenthesis; at least two  

                                                                                     parentheses are required. 

interpretate                      interpret                       This error results from the back-formation of "interpretate" from  

                                                                           "interpretation." But back formation isn't needed; we already have "interpret." 

irregardless                        regardless "          -Less" already says ''without'' so there is no need to repeat the same  

                                                                              sentiment with "ir-." 

libel                                      liable                     You are liable for the damages if you are successfully sued for libel. But don't  

                                                                            confuse these discrete words.

mute                                     moot                    The definition of "moot" is moot (open to debate) but not the pronunciation:  

                                                                             [mut] and not [myut].

often                                    ofen                       We have mastered the spelling of this word so well, its spelling influences the  

                                                                             pronunciation: DON'T pronounce the [t]! This is an exception to the rule that  

                                                                             spelling helps pronunciation. 

ordinance                           ordnance              You may have to use ordnance to enforce an ordinance but you should not  

                                                                            pronounce the words the same. 

orientate                            orient                    Another pointless back-formation. We don't need this mispronunciation from            

                                                                           "orientation" when we already have "orient."

spitting image                  spit and image       The very spit of someone is an exact likeness. "The spit and image" or "spit  

                                                                             image" emphasizes the exactness.

stob                                    stub                          In some areas the vowel in this word has slid a bit too far back in the mouth.     

                                                                                  Don't choke on it. 

stomp                                  stamp                          Stamps are so called because they were originally stamped (not stomped) 

                                                                                   on a letter. You stamp your feet, too. 

Suit                                      suite                            If you don't wear it (a suit [sut]), then it is a suite [sweet], as in a living             

                                                                                  room suite or a suite of rooms.

 Supposably                       supposedly                 Adding –ly to participles is rarely possible, so some people try to avoid it 
                                                                                   altogether. You can't avoid it here.
     SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE
	


                  






                                                                                                FORM
Example: to think

	AFFIRMATIVE
	INTERROGATIVE
	NEGATIVE

	I think
	Do I think?
	I do not think.

	You think
	Do you think?
	You don’t think.

	He/She/ It thinks
	 Does he/she/it think?
	He/She/It doesn’t think.

	We think
	Do we think?
	We don’t think.

	You think
	Do you think?
	You don’t think.

	They think
	Do they think?
	They don’t think.


Exceptions: to be, have, do
	               SUBJECT



	                       I
	                   am
	             have
	                    do

	                   You
	                  are
	              have
	                    do 

	               He/She/It
	                    is 
	               has (singular)
	                 does (singular) 

	                    We
	                   are
	            have 
	                   do

	                    You
	                   are
	            have  
	                   do

	                   They
	                    are
	            have 
	                   do 


Affirmative
     I am at the doctor’s office. You are tall. He is at home.

     I have a headache. She has a headache.

     I do homework every night. He does homework only on weekends.

Negative and Interrogative

       1. For the negative and interrogative form of do as an ordinary verb, use the auxiliary (helping verb) do.
          We don’t do our homework regularly. He doesn’t do homework at all. 

          Do you do much mountain climbing on weekends?

       2. The negative of have is usually formed using the auxiliary do, but sometimes by simply adding not or the contraction n’t
       3. The interrogative form of have in the simple present normally uses the auxiliary do.
     Do you have enough money?

     Does she have enough cash?

        4. The negative of to be adds not.

     They aren’t in the U.S. now. I’m not there, either. He isn’t there as well.

        5. The interrogative of to be puts the verb at the head of the question.

     Am I sick? Is she in Boracay? Are they ready to go?

INFORMATION QUESTIONS
A.k.a.  Wh –questions

	Question

Word
	
	Auxiliary

Verb
	Subject
	Main Verb
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	When
	
	does
	He/she/it
	leave?
	

	Where
	
	do
	We
	go?
	

	Why
	
	do
	You
	think
	that?

	How
	
	do
	They
	do
	that?

	
	far
	does
	It
	go?
	

	
	long
	does
	It
	last?
	

	
	much

many
	does

do
	it

you
	cost?

want?
	

	Who
	
	do
	you
	see?
	

	What
	
	do
	you
	want?
	


Function

       The simple present is used:

1. to express habits, general truths, repeated actions or unchanging situations, emotions and wishes:

          I smoke. (habit)

          I work in London. (unchanging situation)

          Manila is a large city. (general truth)

       2.  to give instructions or directions:

         You walk for two hundred yards, then you turn left.

       3. to express fixed arrangements, present or future:

          Your exam starts at 0900.

4. to express future time after certain conjunctions: after, when, before, as, soon as, until:

          He’ll give it to you when you come next Saturday.

Be careful! The simple present is not for actions happening now. Use the present continuous/progressive: I am drinking a glass of water now.

Examples:

1. For habits
          He drinks tea at breakfast.

          She only eats fish.

       2. For repeated actions or events.

          I catch the bus every morning.

          It rains every afternoon in the hot season.

       3. For general truths.

          Water freezes at 32 degrees Fahrenheit.

          Her mother is Peruvian.

      4. For instructions or directions.

          Open the packer and pour the contents into hot water.
          You take the No.6 bus to Market street and then the
          No. 10 to California Street.

      5. For fixed arrangements.

          His mother arrives tomorrow.

          Our holiday starts on the 26th of March.

      6.  With future constructions.

          She’ll see you before she leaves.

          We’ll give it to her when she arrives.

      7. With adverbs of frequency: often, sometimes, always, etc.
          We always buy Popsicles from the ice cream truck in 
           the summer.

           They often take a late lunch when they have morning 
           meetings.

Present Perfect

Form

The present perfect of any verb is composed of two elements: the appropriate form of the auxiliary verb to have (present tense), plus the past participle of the main verb. The past participle of a regular verb is base +ed, e.g., played, arrived, looked. For irregular verbs, see the Table of irregular verbs page.

	

	
	

	Subject
	to have
	Past participle

	She
	has
	visited

	

	
	

	Subject
	to have + not
	Past participle

	She
	hasn’t
	visited

	

	
	

	to have
	Subject
	Past participle

	Has
	she
	visited…?


Example: to walk

	                  Affirmative
	                         Negative
	                      Interrogative

	I have walked.
	I haven’t walked.
	Have I walked?

	You have walked.
	You haven’t walked.
	Have you walked?

	He/She/It has walked.
	He/She/It hasn’t walked.
	Has he/she/it walked?

	We have walked.
	We haven’t walked.
	Have we walked?

	You have walked.
	You haven’t walked.
	Have you walked?

	They have walked.
	They haven’t walked.
	Have they walked?


      Present Perfect

Function

The Present Perfect is used to indicate a link between the present and past. The time of the action is before now but not specified, and we are more interested in the result that in the action itself.

      The Present perfect is used to describe:

1. An action or situation that started in the past and continues in the present.

          I have lived in Paranaque since 1999 (=and I still do.)

2. An action performed during a period that has not yet finished.

          She has been to the cinema twice this week .(=and the week isn’t over yet)

3. A repeated action in an unspecified period between the past and now.

          We have visited Rizal Park several times.

4. An action that was completed in the very recent past, (expressed by just).

          I have just finished my work.

5. An action when the time is not important.
         He has read Noli Me Tangere. (the result of his reading is important)

Note: When we want to give or ask details about when, where, or who, we use the simple past.

          He read Noli Me Tangere last week.


More examples:

        1. Actions started in the past and continuing in the present.

          They haven’t lived here for years.

          She has worked in the bank for five years.

          We have had the same car for ten years.

          Have you played the piano since you were a child?

       2. When the time period referred to has not finished.

         I have worked hard this week.

         It has rained a lot this year.

          We haven’t seen her today.

          You have won six incentive prizes this quarter!

 5. An action when the time is not important or unknown.
                 He’s rarely had to look for a job – jobs  

                 always find him.

                 We’ve been there – haven’t you?

                 I’ve been trained to do QM.

                 She’s been promoted.  She deserved it.      

Present Perfect + (adverbs) ever, never, already, yet

        The adverbs ever and never express the idea of an unidentified time before now.

                  Have you ever visited Cebu?

Ever is used

       a. in questions

          Have you ever been to the Davao?

          Has she ever met the Dean of Student Affairs?

       b. in negative questions

          Haven’t they ever been to Dapitan?

          Haven’t you ever eaten Filipino food?

Never means at no time before now, and is the same as
 not… ever.

          I have never visited Boracay.

Be Careful!  You must not use never and not together:

         Don’t say: I haven’t never been to Italy.

                    Say: I have never been to Italy.

Ever and never are always placed before the main verb (past participle)
Present Perfect + ever, never, already, yet

             Already refers to an action that has happened at an unspecified time before now. It suggests  that there is no need 
            for repetition.

          I’ve already drunk coffee three times this morning. (and you’re offering me another one!)

          Don’t write to John.  I’ve already done it.

            It is also used in questions.

          Have you already written to John?

          Has she finished her homework already?

            Already can be placed before the main verb (past participle) or at the end of the sentence.

         I have already been to Cebu.

         I have been to Cebu already.

Yet is used in negative statements and questions, to mean (not) in the period of time between before now and now, (not) up to and including the present.

  Present Perfect + for, since

       Using the present perfect, we can define a period of time before now by considering its duration, with for + a period of 
       time, or by considering its starting point, with since + a point in time.

For + a period of time: for six years, for a week, for a month, for hours, for two hours

                 I have worked here for five years.

       Since + a point in time: since this morning, since last week, since I was a child, since Wednesday, since 2 o’clock.

                 I have worked her since 1990.

More examples:

Present perfect with for:

                 She has lived here for twenty years.

          We have taught at this school for a long time.

          Alice bas been married for three months.

          They have been at the hotel for a week.

        Note:

1. For and since can both be used with the past perfect.

2. Since can only be used with perfect tenses, for can also be used with the simple past.

Present Perfect or Simple Past?
       Always use the present perfect when the time is not important, or not specified.

       Always use the simple past when details about the time or place are specified or asked for.

Compare:

	Simple Past
	Present Perfect



	I lived in Paranaque in 1999.
	I have lived in Paranaque.

	They ate Thai food last night.
	They have eaten Thai food.

	Where did you see Marlon?
	Have you seen Marlon?

	When did you go to Malaysia?
	We have been to Malaysia.


     There is also a difference of attitude that is often more important than the time factor.

      “What did you do at school today?” is a question about activities, and considers the school day as finished.

     “What have you done at school today?” asks about results, meaning “show me what you did;” it regards the time of  

      speaking as a continuation of the school day.
Exercise 1: Choose the appropriate verb using the present perfect or past simple.

agree          appear          continue          disappear           move          reach          show          solve          write
1. Research__________ ___that cycling can help patients overcome their illnesses.

       2. The rabbit just _______________ in my garden one day last week.

       3. With this promotion, I feel that I _______________ a turning point in my career.

       4. Oh no!  My car _______________!

       5. Quite early in the negotiations, they _______________ to lower the prices.

       6. In 1788 he _______________ his last great work in Vienna.

       7. There’s not much more to do now that we _______________ the main problems.

      8. Throughout the summer of 2009 Malcolm __________ to divide his time between Manila and Laguna.

      9. When he was 13, his parents _______________to Australia.

      Exercise 2: Suggest a verb that can complete both sentences in each pair. Use either the present perfect or the past  

                    simple.

1. a The price of houses _______________ dramatically in recent years.

            b Unemployment __________ every year until 1985 and then started to fall.
       2. a At his wedding he _______________ a green suit and a red tie.

    b These are the glasses I _______________ ever since I was 30.

       3. a The company ______________ many setbacks in its 50 year history, but now it is flourishing.

           b Few of the trees in our village _____________ the storms in the winter of 1991.
       4. a This _______________ his home for over 20 years and he doesn’t want to leave it.
           b When I picked up the coffee, I _______________ surprised to find it was cold.

       5 a So far it’s been so cold that we _______________ in the house all day.

          b We _______________ with Mike and Sue last weekend.

6. a I last _______________ you in Beijing three years ago.

           b I never ________________ anyone play so well in my life.

Exercise 3: Complete the sentences with the verb given. Choose the present perfect or the past simple.

1. According to yesterday’s newspapers, astronomers in Australia _______________ a planet in a galaxy close to our 
    own. (discovery)

2. To help today’s customers make a choice, a company in Japan _______________ a video shopping cart – a shopping cart 
    with a video screen to display advertisements and price information. (develop)

3. At the start of his career, Jacques Cousteau _______________ the aqualung, opening the oceans to explorers, scientist  
    and leisure divers. (invent)
4. He proudly told reporters that the company _______________ software to prevent the recent increase in computer  

    crime.  (produce)

5. John Grigg ________________ the comet now called Grigg-Skjellerup, at the beginning o f the 20th century. (discover)

Exercise 4: Complete the sentences with the appropriate verbs. Use the same verb for each sentence in the pair, either  

             the present perfect or the past simple.

1. a A lot of people __________ about the painting and I always say that it is not for sale.

    b The police ______________ me several questions about my car before they let me go.

2. a Until she retired last month, she _______________ in the customer service complaints department.

    b Ms. Roberts _______________ hard to change the rules and says that the campaign will go on.

3. a I _______________ windsurfing ever since I lived in California.

    b She once _______________ the support of the majority of the Republican Party.
4. a His father ______________ so many complaints about the noise that he told Chris to sell his drums.

    b We _______________over 50 letters of support in the last 10 days.

5. a The Bible _______________ more copies than any other book.

    b When it became clear that we would be moving to China, we __________ the house to my brother.

6. a I _______________ moving to Las Pinas from the day I arrived. I’d love to go back to Paranaque.
   b At first I ________________ inviting them to stay but we soon became great friends.

Exercise 5: Put a check mark before the sentence if the sentence is correct, if not, change the sentence in its correct form.
       1. Terry drove to Sorsogon last week to visit his father.

       2. I have known a woman once who had sixteen cats.

       3.  Ann Baker already did four radio interviews about her new book.

       4. Julia felt hungry.  Then she has remembered the salad in the fridge.

       5. I’ll introduce you to Dr.  Davies or have you met her before?

       6. We’ve had enormous problems recently with ants in the kitchen. We just can’t get rid of them.

       7. I have talked to her yesterday about doing the work.

       8. They still live in the small house they have bought 30 years ago.

       9. You have not yet explained clearly what you want me to do.

      10. We lived in Quezon city for three years now and like it a lot.

Exercise 6: Complete these sentences with an appropriate verb. Use either the present perfect or past simple.

        1. Maria hasn’t wanted to drive since she __________ her car.

        2. I __________ really hard this morning .Another two shelves to put up and then I think I’ll have lunch.

        3. Since the eruption _______________all the villages on the slopes of the volcano have been evacuated.

        4. So far this week there ________________three burglaries in our street.

        5. I _______________ a committee meeting since 1996, so I don’t want to miss the one today.
        6. It was so hot today that I _______________ shorts and a T-shirt at work.

        7. A great deal _______________ since I last spoke to you.

        8. We _______________$315 on food this month already.

        9. Since he _______________the girl from the burning building, he has been on TV and in the newspapers almost every  

    day.

Present Perfect ( I have done ) or Past Simple ( I did )?

Do not use the present perfect ( I have done ) when you are talking about a finished time in the past (for example: yesterday, two years ago, in 1979, when I was a child).  Use a past tense:

                  Barry lost his credit card yesterday. (not “has lost”)

          Did you see CNN Asia on television last night (not “have seen”)

          Mr. Greaves bought his computer two years ago. (not “has bought”)

          I wrote a lot of poetry when I was in college. (not “has written”)

Use a past tense to ask when something happened:

                 What time did you make your last call? (not have you made)

          When were you born? (not have you been born)

Compare:

                  Barry has lost his credit card. (present perfect)

        Here we are thinking of the past action; we are thinking of the present result of the action: he is without his credit card now.

          Barry lost his credit card yesterday. (past simple)

        Here we are thinking of the action in the past. We don’t know whether Barry is still without his credit card.

        More Examples:

Past simple                                                                                            Present Perfect

	Carmen wasn’t sick last year.

(January 1 – December 31)

Did you see Stella this morning?

(It is now after 12 noon.)

We waited (or, were waiting) an hour.

(We are no longer waiting.)

Lucy lived in Pagsanjan Falls for ten years.

(She no loner lives there.)

I didn’t go abroad when I was married.

(I’m no longer married.)
	Carmen hasn’t been sick this year.

(January 1 – now)

Have you seen Stella today?

(It is now 4:59 PM.)

We have waited (or, been waiting) an hour.

(We are still waiting.)

Lucy has lived in Pagsanjan Falls for ten years.

(She still lives there.)

I haven’t been abroad since I got married.

(I’m still married.)


Exercise A: Put the verb into the correct form, present perfect or past simple.

Example:

                 I have forgotten (forget) my password. I can’t remember it.

          Did you see (you/see) Tech Talk on television last night?

       1. We __________(buy) a new insurance policy two weeks ago.

       2. His hair is very short. He _______________(have) a haircut.

       3. This morning, I _______________ (arrived) at the bank at  half past nine. I _______________ (speak) to the teller and 

            then I _______________ (ask) for the manager.
       4. _______________ (you / took) many calls at work today?

       5. My keyboard isn’t working properly anymore. Somebody _______________(break) it.

       6. When __________________( you / give) up smoking?

       7. I _______________ (not / drive) my car yesterday because I __________ (lose) my key.

       8. Why_______________ (you / not / go) to the seminar last Friday?

       9. The engine sounds fine. _______________(you / test ) it?

      10. Art:         Hello, Shelley. As Al here?

              Shelley: No, I’m afraid he _______________ (go) out.

              Art:        Oh, my! When exactly _______________(he/go) out?

              Shelley: About 20 minutes ago.

Exercise B: Make sentences using the words given.

     Example: (I / copy / 20 / files yesterday). I copied 20 files yesterday.

1. ( I / take five sick days / so far this year)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. (how many days off / you / take / last year/)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. (I / not / log on / today )

______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ( he / be late / three times /this week)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

5. (how many pages / you / print / yesterday?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise C: Put the verb into the present perfect or past simple.

     Example:     I didn’t close (not / close ) any calls yesterday.

1. Mr. Clark _______________ (work) in a bank for 15 years. Then he retired.

2. Molly lives in Southville. She _______________ (live) there all her life.

3. Bob and Alice are retired. They _______________ (be) retired for 2 years.

4. When we were on vacation, the weather ______________ ( be) awful.

5. The weather _______________ (be) very nice recently, don’t you think?

6. I don’t understand their demand. I _______________(not / receive) the bill yet.

7. Why ( you /not /sign )_______________ the contract yet?

8.  ________you ever__________ (take) out a mortgage?

9. “Our records show that you _______________ ( not / pay) your monthly payment.”

     “That’s not true! We _______________ (pay ) it yesterday.”

10. What _______________( you / do) on Christmas?

11. Daniel’s at work now – he’s a call center agent.

      Oh! How long _______________ ( he/work) there?

12. We _______________ (already / make)plans for New Year’s eve.

COUNT AND NON-COUNT NOUNS
	
	SINGULAR
	PLURAL
	Some nouns are called COUNT NOUNS:

(1) In the singular, they can be preceded by a  

      or an or one.

(2) They have a plural form: -s or -es.

	COUNT

NOUN
	                 a book

               one book
	                       books

                two books

             three books

              some books

           several books

           a lot of books

           many books

            a few books
	

	NON-

COUNT

NOUN
	 equipment

some equipment

a lot of equipment

much equipment

a little equipment
	
	Some nouns are called NON-COUNT NOUNS:

(1) They are NOT immediately preceded by a  

       or an or one.

(2) They do NOT have a plural form (no final     

       –s is added).



EXERCISE 1:  Choose the expressions of quantity that can be used to complete the sentences.

     A. I ate ______ cereal.


                                         F.  There are ______ buses in the street.                     

     a. some            e. too many



                            a. several. 

A lot of

                   

     b. several         f. too much



                            b. some

f.  a few
                    

     c. a little           g.  a lot  of



                            c. too many 
             g. too much
                   

     d. a few
    h.  two




               d. a little

h. five




     B.  I ate ______ nectarines.


                            G. Shelly gave me _______ good advice.                    

     a. some
e. too many


                           
 a. some 
                       e. too many
              

     b. several 
f . too much


                            
 b. several
                        f. too much
                     

     c. a little 
g. a lot of



                            c. a little 
                        g. a lot                       
     d. a few 
h. two




                            d. a few
                         h. two










 




 

    C. I get ______ mail every day 


                           H. The storm last night had ______ thunder.       

     a. a lot of
e. too much



                              a. some
                         e. too many
                 

     b. some
 f. too many



                              b. several                               f. too much 
                
     c. a little            g. several



                              c. a little 
                         g. a lot of                
     d. a few
h. three



                              d. a few
                         h. two



     D. They have ______ plants



                    I.  I had ______ rice for dinner.
                    

     a. a lot of   
          e. too much


                                 a. some 

e. too many
                    

     b. some 
           f. too many


                                 b. several

 f. too much
                  
     c. a little 
           g. several 


                                 c. a little                   g. a lot of
                 
     d. a few
           h. three



                                 d. a few 

 h. two




     E. There is _______ traffic today.


                                 J. My boss gave me _______ feedback.                    

     a. several   
e. a lot of



                                      a. some
                     e. too many                            
    b. some
f. a few



                                      b. several                   f. too much
                  
    c. too many
g. too much



                                      c. a little
         g.
a lot of

               
    d. a little      
h. five




                                       d. a few
         h. two 

NON-COUNT NOUNS

	(a) I bought some equipment.



(b) I got some money yesterday.
	A non- noun is NOT preceded by a or an, one, two, three, etc






                    INCORRECT: I bought an equipment. 






       A non-count noun does NOT have a plural form.


                            INCORRECT: I bought some equipment.  



	INDIVIDUAL PARTS                                        THE WHOLE

(COUNT NOUNS)                            (A NON-COUNT NOUN)

(c) Chairs

      Tables             furniture

       Beds

       Etc.

(d) Shirts

       Pants

       Shorts             clothing

       Etc.

(e) Pennies

       Nickels

       Dollars           money

       Etc.

(f) Mangoes

      Tangerines

      Peaches           fruit

       Etc.

(g) Suitcases

       Carry-ons

       Bags                 baggage

       Etc.

     
	Non-count nouns usually refer to a whole group of things that is made up of many individual parts, a whole category made up of different varieties. For example, some common non-count nouns are furniture, clothing, money, fruit and baggage.

	
	English is not always logical:

               I had some corn for dinner.(non count)

               I had some peas for dinner. (count)

Both corn and peas express a larger whole made up of smaller parts, but corn is a non-count noun and pe is a count noun.

Vegetables are good for you. (count)

Fruit is good for you. (non-count)

Both vegetables and fruit describe whole categories of food, but one is count and the other non-count. 

Logically, you can count money. But in grammar, you cannot count it. For example: I see two dollars and a quarter on the table.

Correct: I see some money.

Incorrect: I see three moneys. 


                                        CATEGORIES OF NON-COUNT NOUNS



              

The chart indicates commonly used non-count nouns.

	Abstract
	Material
	Generic
	Non-Plurals with “s”
	Natural

Phenomena

	(Intangible)

Advice
Anger

Help

Information

Knowledge

Trouble

Work

Enjoyment

Fun

Beauty

Confidence

Courage

Education

Experience

Fear

Happiness

Hospitality

Information

Knowledge

Justice

Love

Progress

Proof

Recreation

Relaxation

Research

Sadness

Safety

Time

Travel
	(Fluids, solids, gases

and particles

Beer

Bread

Cake

Cheese

Coffee

Corn

Cream

Dirt

Dust

Fish

Flour

Glass

Grass

Ham

Honey

Ice

Ice cream

Juice

Lettuce

Meat

Milk

Oil

Pepper

Rice

Rubber

Salt

Sand

Shampoo

Silver

Soap

Paper

Soup

Sugar

Tea

Toast

Toothpaste

Water

Wheat

Wine
	(Collective items, grouped nouns)

Baggage

Cash

Change 

Clothing

Equipment

Feedback

Food

Fruit

Furniture

Garbage

Hair

Homework

Housework

Jewelry

Luggage

Machinery

Mail

Mail

Makeup

Money

Postage

Staff

Stuff

Traffic

Wildlife

Work


	(Fields of study, recreation, activities)

Civics

Economics

Ethics

Physics

Mathematics

Measles

Mumps

News

Tennis


	Darkness

Electricity

Fire

Fog

Heat

Humidity

Light

Lightning

Rain

Snow

Sunshine

Thunder

Weather

Wind


    Common mistake









                                        
    I have a lot of homeworks to do.





                               

                 
    She has a long white hair.








                                                   
    The equipments were’nt (wasn’t) working well.






                                                   

    My baggages were (was) lost.








                                                             
    I bought new modern furnitures.







                                               

    The newspaper did a lot of research about the BPO industry.



                                                             

    He gave me a great deal of advices before my interview.




                                                          

    Can you give me some information about the call center industry?


EXERCISE 2: Complete the sentences with the correct form (singular or plural) of the nouns. When necessary, 

                       choose the correct work in the parenthesis on some of the sentences.
              

     1.  English                                                I know a lot of ___________________ perfectly.

                   

          grammar
                                             I still have a lot ____________________ to learn though.
                   

     2.  Slang 
                                             I want to learn some American ______________.

                  
     3.  Vocabulary                                         I’m learning a lot of new _______________.



    
     4.  Word 
                                             I’m learning a lot of new _______________.



    
     5.  Idiom 
                                             I know a lot of English
 ________________.



     
     6.  Penny
                                            Tommy had four ________________ in his pocket.

                 
     7. Change 
                                            I need some ________________ for the vending machine.
                  
     8. Money                                                 He has some ________________ in his pocket.



               
     9. Coin

                               I need some ________________ for the vending machine.
                
    10. traffic
                                           There (is, are) a lot of _________________ in the street.


                
    11. Bikes
                                           There (is, are) a lot of _________________ on the road.


                
    12. Literature                                          I like to read good __________________.



     

    13. Novel 
                                           I like to read good ___________________.




               
    14. Poem
                                           I like to read
___________________.




                
     15. Poetry                                               I like to read ______________________.



    

     16. Mail                                                   Did you get any ___________________ today?



               
     17. Letter
                                           Did you get any __________________ today?



            
     18. Sand 
                                           I got some ____________________ in my shoes at the beach.

             
     19. Dust
                                            There (is, are) a lot of ___________________ under the bed.

             
     20. Homework
                               I have a lot of ______________________ to do tonight.

    

     21. Assignment                                      The  teachers  gives us a lot of ______________.


   

     22. Chair 
                                             I bought some _______________.





              
     23. furniture
                                I bought some _______________.



                

     24. Fruit 
                                             There (is, are) a lot of _________________ on the table.


                    

      25. Vegetable                                          There (is, are) a lot of _________________ on the table.
                

     26. Clothing                                               I have a lot of  ____________________ in my closet.


               

     27. Dress
                                               Mary has a lot of __________________ In her closet.


               

     28. Information                                       There (is, are) a lot of ______________ in an encyclopedia.

                
     29. Fact
                                              There (is, are) a lot of ______________ in an encyclopedia.

                
     30. Garbage 
                                 The street is very dirty. There (is, are) some ________ in the street.
EXERCISE 3: Complete the sentence with the singular or plural for of the noun and choose the correct verb where  

                      required.

      1. Machinery                                            It takes a lot of ___________________ to manufacture cars.

                  

      2. Machine
                                               There (is, are) a lot of washing ____________________ in a Laundromat.  

      3. Equipment                                            There (is, are) a lot of ______________________ In the training room.     

      4. Toll                                                         There (is, are) a lot of ______________________ in the garage.
            

      5. Hardware                                              That store sells a lot of _____________________ paint and tools.
                   

      6. Ring                              
                     Suzanne wears a lot of _______    and bracelet ____________.
       

      7. Jewelry
                                                Suzanne wears a lot of ____________________.


      

      8. Jewel 
                                                A crown has a lot of ______________________.

                  

      9. Suggestion                                            Can you give me some ____________________? I’m broke.

                 

      10.  Advice                                        
        Can you give me some _____________________? I’m broke.

                 

      11. Information                                        I need some __________________ on buying an insurance policy.    
               
      12. News
                                               There (isn’t, aren’t) any interesting ______________ in today’s paper.             

      13. Lake                                                     We saw a lot of _______ and mountain ____________.                               

      14. Scenery                                               We saw a lot of beautiful _____________________ on our vacation.
                  

       15. Plant                                                    Luanne has a lot of ______________________ in her apartment.           

       16. Grass                                                   When we went on a picnic, we sat on the ____________________.
                

       17. Rice 
                                                People in Asia eat a lot of ___________________.

                

       18. English 
                                   Ahmed’s children know a lot of ____________________.
                 

       19. Song 
                                                 The children learned a lot of new _____________ in nursery school.                 

       20. Music
                                                 I enjoy listening to ___________________.



    

       21. Thing                                                    Whose ____________________ (is, are) (this, these)?


                 

       22. Stuff 
                                                 Whose ____________________ (is, are) (this, these)?


             
       23. Corn     
                                    Rebecca had some ___________________ for dinner.


                  

       24. Pea

                                    Jack had some ____________________ with his dinner.

   

       25. Makeup                                               My aunt has a drawer full of ______________________.
                

       26. Bread    
                                   My uncle always has _______________________ with his dinner.
     

       27. Sandwich                                            People in Canada has ______________________ for lunch.

   

       28. Toast  
                                                We had eggs and  ________________________ for breakfast.


EXERCISE 4: Complete the sentences with the correct form, singular or plural, of the nouns and choose the correct     

                       verb where necessary.






                                                                           

     1. Snow
                           It’s winter.  There (is, are) a lot of ______________________ on the ground.               

     2. Weather                            There (is, are) a lot of cold ________________________ in Alaska.
                                 

     3. Sunshine
                            _________________ (is, are) a good source of vitamin D.


                            

     4. Knowledge                         Prof. Spring has a lot of ___________________ about that subject.                      
                

     5. Fun 

              We had a lot of ____________________ on the picnic.


                                   

     6. Luck

               I want to wish you good ___________________.



                     

     7. Idea

               Emily has a lot of good   ___________________.



                   

     8. Intelligence                         I admire Emily for her ____________________.



                   

     9. Platinum                               ________________ (is, are) expensive.




                 

    10. Emerald                               _________________ (is, are)   expensive, too.



                

    11. Movie 
                             I like to go to the __________________.




               

    12. Fun   
                            What do you do for _________________on weekends?


                

    13. Game 
                            Children like to play _________________.




                

    14. Generosity                         Thank you for your _________________.




                        

    15. Help 
                             Could you give me some _______________with this?


                 

    16. Patience 
                Teaching children to read requires ________________.


                

    17. Patient 
                              Doctor take care of __________________.




               

    18. Confidence                         You can do it! I have __________________ in you.


               

    19. Progress
                              Mr. Fernandez’s English is improving. He’s making a lot of _______________.        

    20. Courage
                              Be brave.  You must have __________________.



                 

    21. Pollution
                 Automobiles and buses are the biggest source of ____________ in most cities.
    

    22. Forest
            The destruction of rain _____throughout of the world is destroying the earth’s environment   

    23. Peace
   There have been many conflicts and wars throughout the history of the world, but almost all   

                                                         people prefer ______________________.




                                                    

    24. Hospitality                             Thank you for your _________________. I had a great time.

                 

    25. Chicken 
                                 The ___________________ we had for dinner last night ( was, were) very good. 

    26. Fog

                    In San Francisco there (is, are) a lot of _______________________.

EXERCISE 5:  Complete the sentences with much or many + the singular or plural form of the noun, and choose the    

                        correct verb where necessary.








    1. Plums
                                            How ______________________ did you buy?



                       

    2. Fruit

                               How ______________________ did you buy?


      

    3. Mail 
                                            How ______________________ are you sending today?


                 

    4. Letter
                                            How ______________________ are you sending today?


                  
    5. Postage
                                            How ______________________ do I need for this express package?
                 

    6. Stamp
                                            How ______________________ did you buy at the post office?

                   

    7. English
                                            Spencer’s father doesn’t know ____________________.


                

    8. Slang
                                           Sometimes I can’t understand my roommate because he uses too ______ .                        
    9. Word
                                           How ______________________ (is, are) there in a thesaurus?

                
    10. Coffee 
                                           Greg drinks too _____________________.




                
    11. Sandwich                                         Marcus has a stomach ache. He ate too ______________________.
              
    12. Salt

                             You shouldn’t eat too _______________________.

                
    13. Course
                                           How __________________ are you taking this semester?


                 
     14. Homework
                              How __________________ do you have to do this weekend?          

     15. News 
                                           There (isn’t, aren’t) ____________________ in the paper today.

                
     16. Article
                                           How ____________________(is, are) there in today’s sports section
              
     17. Fun
                                            I didn’t have _________________ at the party. It was boring.

                 
     18. Star
                                           How ____________________ (is, are) there in the universe?

               
     19. Sunshine
                              There (isn’t, aren’t) ____________________ in Seattle in winter.
     
     20. Pollution
                              (Is, Are) there  ____________________ in Miami?


   

     21. Luck
                                            We didn’t have ___________________ when we went fishing.

               

     22. Kind                                                   There (is, are) _____________________ of flowers.


  
     23. Violence 
                               I think there (is, are) too ____________________ on television.
     

     24. Makeup 
                               I think that Fran wears too ___________________.
                    

      25. Car

                               How ___________________ cross this bridge in 30 minutes?
   

      26. Traffic
                                            (Is, Are) there ____________________ in your neighborhood?



EXERCISE 6: Complete the sentences by using a few or a little.  Use the plural form of the noun when necessary.

     1. Music 
                              I feel like listening to _______________ reggae ______________ tonight.                  

     2. Song

                 The choir sang _____________________ at graduation.


                  
     3. Time

                  I’m not finished writing the policies.  I need ________more ___________   

     4. Whiteboard
                  We need ____________ more ___________in our training room.
    

     5. Help

                   Do you need ___________________with that?



                   

     6. Nut

                   I bought _____________________ at the market.


                               
     7. Fruit 
                               I bought _____________________ online and it was delivered to my house.             
     8. Advice
                               I need ______________________.  I hate my major.


                  
     9. Money
                               If I transfer to the Midwest, I’ll save ___________ more __________.
                
    10. Coin 
                               Natalie put ______________________ in her wallet.


               
    11. Information                         Could you give me _____________?  When exactly is my payment due.                  
    12. Hour
                             Our manager will arrive in __________________ more __________________.           

    13.  Hair Mousse                      Daniel, squeeze just ___________________ in your hand, not half the tube!

          NOUNS THAT CAN BE COUNT OR NON-COUNT

	Noun
	USED AS NON-COUNT NOUN
	USED AS A COUNT NOUN

	Iron

Hair

Glass

Time

Paper

Light

Work

Coffee

Chicken

Fish

lamb
	(a) Iron is a metal.

(c) Edie has blonde hair.

(e) Bottles are made of glass.

(h) How much time do you need to do that project?

(j) I’ll need some paper to sketch a drawing.

Or, I’ll need five sheets of paper to sketch a drawing.

(m) I opened the shutters to let in some light.

(o) I have some work to do tomorrow.
(q) I had some coffee after dinner.

(s) I had some chicken/some fish/some lamb for lunch.
	(b) I ironed my pants with an iron.

(d) I’ve got few gray hairs.

(f) I drank a glass of milk.

(g) Paul wears glasses when he reads.

(i) How many times have you been to Mexico?

(k) I wrote three term papers for psych class.

(l) I bought two papers (news papers) for the weekend.
(n) Please turn off the lights (lamps)

(p) Picasso’s works of art are plentiful in France.

(r) Two coffees, please.

(t) She drew a picture of two chickens, a fish and two lambs.




Exercise 7: Complete the sentences with the singular or plural version of the word and choose the correct verb.

      1. work          Da Vinci’s painting “The Last Supper” is one of favorite__________ of art.

      2. work          I have a lot of __________ to do tonight.

      3. hair          Rich has straight__________, and Eli has curly_________.

      4. hair          Roy has a white dog. When I stood up from Roy’s sofa, my black slacks were covered with short,  

                            white________.

      5. paper          The Washington Post is a famous_________.
      6. paper          Researchers who take thorough notes use a lot of _________.

      7. paper          Students in my telecom class have to write a lot of __________.

      8. time          I really like that movie. I saw it four__________.

      9. time          It took a lot of __________ to write my article.

    10.lamb          __________( is, are)born in the springtime.

    11.lamb          Ray, would you like ( a, some)_________for dinner tonight?

    12.light           If__________accidentally (gets,get) in a darkroom, (it,they) can ruin photographic negatives.

    13.light          There (is,are) a lot of floureschent__________on the ceilings of the school building.

    14.grammar          Andrea already knew English__________before she took this course.

    15.progress          I’ve made__________in the last couple of days.

    16.fish                  I’m still hungry. I think I’ll have__________more__________.

    17.fish                   When I was I child, we raised__________in our pond.

    18.laugh                Howard’s joke produced some_________in the audience, but most of the people didn’t think it was     

                                    funny.

    19.laughter           We need to be able to see the humor in a situation even when we’re unhappy___________.

    20.flower               I picked__________from my garden.
Prepositions

A preposition describes a relationship between other words in a sentence. In itself, a word like "in" or "after" is rather meaningless and hard to define in mere words. For instance, when you do try to define a preposition like "in" or "between" or "on," you invariably use your hands to show how something is situated in relationship to something else. Prepositions are nearly always combined with other words in structures called prepositional phrases. Prepositional phrases can be made up of a million different words, but they tend to be built the same: a preposition followed by a determiner and an adjective or two, followed by a pronoun or noun (called the object of the preposition). This whole phrase, in turn, takes on a modifying role, acting as an adjective or an adverb, locating something in time and space, modifying a noun, or telling when or where or under what conditions something happened. 
Consider the professor's desk and all the prepositional phrases we can use while talking about it.

You can sit before the desk (or in front of the desk). The professor can sit on the desk (when he's being informal) or behind the desk, and then his feet are under the desk or beneath the desk. He can stand beside the desk (meaning next to the desk), before the desk, between the desk and you, or even on the desk (if he's really strange). If he's clumsy, he can bump into the desk or try to walk through the desk (and stuff would fall off the desk). Passing his hands over the desk or resting his elbows upon the desk, he often looks across the desk and speaks of the desk or concerning the desk as if there were nothing else like the desk. Because he thinks of nothing except the desk, sometimes you wonder about the desk, what's in the desk, what he paid for the desk, and if he could live without the desk. You can walk toward the desk, to the desk, around the desk, by the desk, and even past the desk while he sits at the desk or leans against the desk.

All of this happens, of course, in time: during the class, before the class, until the class, throughout the class, after the class, etc. And the professor can sit there in a bad mood [another adverbial construction]. 

Those words in bold font are all prepositions. Some prepositions do other things besides locate in space or time — "My brother is like my father." "Everyone in the class except me got the answer." — but nearly all of them modify in one way or another. It is possible for a preposition phrase to act as a noun — "During a church service is not a good time to discuss picnic plans" or "In the South Pacific is where I long to be" — but this is seldom appropriate in formal or academic writing.

Common Prepositions:

	about
above
across
after
against
around
at
before
behind
below
beneath
beside
besides
between
beyond

	by
down
during
except
for
from
in
inside
into
like
near
of
off
on
out

	outside
over
since
through
throughout
till
to
toward
under
until
up
upon
with
without

	according to
because of
by way of
in addition to
in front of
in place of
in regard to
in spite of
instead of
on account of
out of




Is it any wonder that prepositions create such troubles for students for whom English is a second language? We say we are at the hospital to visit a friend who is in the hospital. We lie in bed but on the couch. We watch a film at the theater but on television. For native speakers, these little words present little difficulty, but try to learn another language, any other language, and you will quickly discover that prepositions are troublesome wherever you live and learn. This page contains some interesting (sometimes troublesome) prepositions with brief usage notes. To address all the potential difficulties with prepositions in idiomatic usage would require volumes, and the only way English language learners can begin to master the intricacies of preposition usage is through practice and paying close attention to speech and the written word. Keeping a good dictionary close at hand (to hand?) is an important first step.

Prepositions of Time: at, on, and in
We use at to designate specific times.
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The train is due at 12:15 p.m.

We use on to designate days and dates.
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My brother is coming on Monday.
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We're having a party on the Fourth of July.

We use in for nonspecific times during a day, a month,
 a season, or a year.
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She likes to jog in the morning.
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It's too cold in winter to run outside.
[image: image6.png]


He started the job in 1971.
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He's going to quit in August.

	Prepositions of Location: in, at, and on and No Preposition

	IN
(the) bed*
the bedroom
the car
(the) class*
the library*
school*
	AT
class*
home
the library*
the office
school*
work
	ON
the bed*
the ceiling
the floor
the horse
the plane
the train
	NO  PREPOSITION       
downstairs
downtown
inside
outside
upstairs
uptown

	* You may sometimes use different prepositions for 

these locations.



Prepositions of Movement: to 
and No Preposition
We use to in order to express movement toward a place.
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They were driving to work together.
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She's going to the dentist's office this morning.

Toward and towards are also helpful prepositions to
 express movement.
 These are simply variant spellings of the same word;
 use whichever sounds better to you.
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We're moving toward the light.
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This is a big step towards the project's completion.

	Prepositions with Nouns, Adjectives, and Verbs.

Prepositions are sometimes so firmly wedded to other words that they have practically become one word. (In fact, in other languages, such as German, they would have become one word.) This occurs in three categories: nouns, adjectives, and verbs.

NOUNS and PREPOSITIONS

	approval of
awareness of
belief in
concern for
confusion about
desire for
	fondness for
grasp of
hatred of
hope for
interest in
love of
	need for
participation in
reason for
respect for
success in
understanding of


	          ADJECTIVES and PREPOSITIONS

	afraid of
angry at
aware of
capable of
careless about
familiar with
	fond of
happy about
interested in
jealous of
made of
married to
	proud of
similar to
sorry for
sure of
tired of
worried about


List of single word prepositions
	· aboard
· about
· above
· across
· after
· against
· along
· alongside
· amid
· amidst
· among
· amongst
· around
· as
· aside
· astride
· at
· athwart
· atop
· 
	· barring
· before
· behind
· below
· beneath
· beside
· besides
· between
· beyond
· by
· circa
· concerning
· 
	· despite
· down
· during
· except
· excluding
· failing
· following
· for
· from
· given
· in
· including
· inside
· into
	· like
· mid (from "amid". Usually used poetically.)

· minus
· near
· next
· notwithstanding (also used post positionally)

· of
· off
· on
· onto
· opposite
	· out
· outside
· over
· pace
· past
· per
· plus
· regarding
· round
· save
· since
· than
· through
· throughout
· till
· times
· to
· toward
· towards
· under
· underneath
· unlike
· until
· up
· upon
· versus
· via
· with
· within
· without
· worth


IN / AT / ON – Prepositions of Place
In 

in a room                      in a garden

in a building                 in a town/city

in a box                        in a country
At

Who is that standing at the intersection/at the door/
at the window?

Turn left at the stoplight/at the corner/at the museum.
Sign your name at the top/at the bottom of the page.

The travel agency is the red building at the end of the street.

Leave your gate pass at the guard’s desk, please.

Compare in and at:

There were a lot of people in the shop. It was very crowded.

But, Go down this road then turn left at the bakery. (somebody giving directions)

Compare at and on:

Can you get that? The deliveryman is at the door.

But, Put the “Do Not Disturb” sign on the door, will you?

In/At /On – Preposition of Place Exercises

Exercise 1: Use in, at or on to describe where the things are.
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1. Where is the Statue of Liberty? On Ellis island.

2. Where is the bus? _____________stop sign.
3. Where’s the ribbon? _____________________

4. Where’s the key ____________ the lock.

5. Where is the cat sitting? _____________________________

6. a. Where’s the book? ______________________the top step.
    b. And the baby?________________the bottom of the stairs.

7. Where’s the woman standing?_____________________ of the line.
Exercise 2: Use in, at or on + one of the following:

the balcony               your tea                         the mountains                        that bush

her guitar                   the river                        the island                               the next garage
1. Swimming____________________isn’t recommended . It’s polluted.

2. The lead guitarist broke one of the strings___________________.

3. If you are leaking oil, stop___________________.

4. Would you care for lemon__________________?

5. The flowers___________________are gorgeous.

6. Last year, we hiked___________________.

7. There’s nobody living___________________. It’s uninhabited.

8. You’ll find that sitting_________________and people watching an enjoyable pastime while staying at our hotel.

Exercise 3: Complete the sentences with in, at or on. 

1. We’ll be glad to help you plan your vacation_____ a Tagalog restaurant_____southern Cebu.

2. Check the schedule posted_____the wall_____the hallway.

3. I wasn’t sure whether I had come to the right office. There was no name_____the top of the staircase.

4. _____the end of the corridor is a staircase. The fire extinguisher is_____the top of the staircase.

5. Our want ad is_____page 9 of the newspaper.

6. I turned down the job. I couldn’t spend the whole day sitting_____ a desk.
7. Do you have any distinguishing characteristics, ma’am?

    Yes, I have a scar_____my right knee.

8. Our headquartersare_____Paranaque, Metro Manila, but the holding company is located_____an offshore island.

9. Pour a small amount_____the rag and dab it_____the stain.

10. Follow the signs_____the traffic circle to “Anito Inn.”

11. Our payment counter is located_____the 5th floor of this building.

12. The San Juanico Bridge is located_____ Samar and Leyte.

13. Don’t sit_____the gate! You’re too heavy – it will break.

14. Sprinkle the gold glitter_____the glue to decorate your greeting card.
15. The serial number of the mouse is _____the bottom.

16. Where’s the page number? Oh, I see it now. It’s_____the top of the page.

17. Do you want to meet ______the front entrance?

      No, let’s meet_____the café_____the lobby_____the ground floor.

18. Where was the article on aviation professionals?

       It’s _____the business section,_____on the first page.
In
in a line / in a row/ in a storm

in a photograph / in a picture / (look at yourself) in a mirror

in  the sky / in the world

in a book / in a newspaper / in a magazine / in a letter 
(but on a page)
On

 on the left / on the right

 on a street

 on the ground floor / on the first floor / on the second 
floor, etc.

 but, in a basement / in a cellar

 on a map / on the menu (in a restaurant) / on a list

 on a farm

The corner

     We say in the corner of a room, but at the corner (or on the corner) of a street.


                                                      The television is in the corner of the room.


                                                                                                             [image: image20.png]



                                                   There is a public phone at / on the corner of the street.

In the front and the back

     We say in the front / in the back of a car.

     I was sitting in the back when someone hit us from behind.
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At the front and the back

at the front / at the back of a building / theater / group of people, etc.

     The porch is at the back of the house.

     Let’s sit at the front (of the theatre).  (but in the front row)

     I couldn’t see anything, because I was standing at the back.



On the front and the back

On the front / on the back of a letter / a piece of paper, etc.

     Write the addressee’s address on the front of this envelope, please.
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In /At / On – Preposition of Place Exercises 2

Exercise 1: Use in, at or on to describe the pictures.
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1. Where’s the student sitting? In the back row

Or, at the back of the room_______________

2. Where exactly do you live?_____the seventh floor.

3.  Where is the present?_________________ of the room

4. Where is the dog? _____________ side_____________.

5. What’s the woman doing? She’s looking______the mirror.

Exercise 2: Use in, at or on + one of the following phrases.

my way to work                     the back of the auditorium      the front row

the back of the envelope     the sky                                         the world

the west coast                        the right                                      the mirror
1. The moon is so high _____ tonight.                              6. We went to a concert last night. Our seats were _____.
2. In most countries, the steering wheel is_____.          7. I couldn’t hear the lecturer very well. She spoke softly and I was 
3. What is the largest company_____?                                unfortunately sitting_____.
4. I usually grab a cup of coffee_____in the morning.   8. If you’ve changed your address, mark the square _______.
5. San Francisco is _____of the United States.                9. You’re so vain! Stop looking _____every time you walk by.

Exercise 3: Complete the following sentences with in, at or on

1. It can be dangerous to live  ______ a high-rise building if your area is prone to earthquakes.

2. Where am I _____ this photograph? It’s so small.

3. The cashier is _____ the fourth floor, two doors_____ the left as you come out of the elevator.

4. We normally use the front entrance but there’s another entrance _____ the back.

5. a. Did you find our coupons ______ the paper today?

    b. No, but look at this unusual photograph ____ the back page.

6.  Now that the baby is crawling, we’ve put rubber guards _____ the  corners of the coffee table.

7. a. (making reservations for a flight) Where would you prefer to sit?

    b. _____ the row next to the emergency exit, please.

8. I have to sit _____ the front of the car – I get motion sickness otherwise.

9. You won’t find it _____ the map because only 250 people live there.

10. STI Mandaluyong is _____the Pasig River.

11. The Mall of Asia is_____Pasay, right______  Manla Bay.
12.Stop looking _____ the mirror every time you walk by. You’re so vain!

13. Summer vacation in the Philippines is long because children in the province had to go home to work _____ the family  

       farm.

14. Do not omit any of the items _____ the list. Each document is mandatory.

15. I’ve lived _____Macapagal Street my entire life.

16. Line up all the students _____ a row so I can check their uniforms.

17. It’s getting harder and harder to find public telephones ______Philippines street corners anymore. Many people use 
      mobile phones instead.

18. During a typhoon, we sit _____ the southwest corner of the house.
In / At / On – Preposition of Position

1. We say that someone is at an event: at a party / at a concert /at a conference / at a football game.

     Were there many people at the party / at the meeting?

     I saw Jerry at the football game / at the concert on Saturday.

2. We say

At home       at a university      at the seaside                in bed

At work        at a station        at sea (on a voyage)     in the hospital

At school     at an airport       in prison                        on a farm

     I’ll be at work until  5:30 but I’ll be at home all evening.

     Julia is studying medicine at a university.

     We’ll be arriving at 9;30. Can you meet us at the station?
     Donna’s father is in the hospital.
     Have you ever worked on a farm?

3. You can often use in or at with buildings. You can stay in or at a hotel; you can eat in or at a restaurant.

     We usually say at when we say where an event takes place (a concert, film, meeting, etc.).

          We went to a film opening at SM Megamall.

          The meeting took place at company headquarters.

          “Where were you last night?” “At the movies / At the theater.”

     We say at someone’s house.

          I was at Rudy’s house last night. (or I was at Rudy’s last night.)

     We use in when we are thinking about the building itself.

          The rooms in Rudy’s house are tiny.

          I enjoyed the film but it was very cold in the theater.

4. We usually say in with towns and villages:

          Tom’s parents live in Paranaque.

     But you can use at when the town or city is a point on a journey:

          Do you know if this train stops at Bicutan?

          Sir, your bus tour will stop at a national park on the way to Taguig.

5. We say in a country or town.

         When did he arrive in the Philippines / in Britain / in Manila/ in London

    We say arrive at with other places (buildings, stadiums, etc.) or events.

         What time did he arrive at school / at work / at the hotel / at the party?

    We say arrive home (without a preposition = o)

          When did he arrive home?

Exercise 1: Complete these sentences. Use in, at, or on with one of the words or phrases below.

bed           sea         the CCP theater            a farm               the airport
school      prison    the hospital                   the movies       the station
1. My train arrives at 11:30. Can you meet me at the station?

2. I didn’t feel very well when I woke up, so I stayed ________________.

3. Are they showing any foreign films ______________ this week?

4. Many people are _______________ for crimes that they did not commit.

5. I like the countryside and the fresh air. I think I’d like to work __________________.

6. Did you get along well with your teachers when you were ________________.

7. We went to see a play ______________________ when we were in Manila.

8. Ellen was injured in a car accident a few days ago. She is still ___________________.

9. It  was a long cruise. We were ___________________ for fourteen days.

10. Out flight was delayed. We had to wait _________________ for four hours.
Exercise 2: Complete these sentences with in, at or O. More than one answer may be possible.

Example: Where there many people at the concert?

1. I didn’t see you _____ work yesterday. Where were you?

    “Sick _____home. I had a fever.”

2. Ma’am, this train is not an express. It will stop _____ every station.

3. Thank you for patronizing The Elms. The shuttle will meet you _____ the airport at 3 pm.

4. My daughter is _____ the hospital and my credit card was rejected! What’s going on?!

5.  Sir, please check _____ your room again. I’m sure you left your credit card there.

6.Will you be meeting _____the hotel’s Seaview Room or Centennial hall?

7. Sir, the GPS shows you are near the hotel. I have no doubt you will arrive _____ the wedding on time.

8. Our daughter is a student _____Ateneo University.

9. Don’t phone tomorrow evening. I won’t arrive _____home until midnight. I’ll be _____ Isaac’s

10. It’s always too stuffy _____ the library. They have the AC on too low.
Exercise 3: Complete these sentences with a preposition if necessary .

1.  After many years away, he arrived back in the Philippines a month ago.

2. The train from Valenzuela arrives _____ Bicutan.

3. What time do you expect to arrive _____ Baclaran?

4. What time do you expect to arrive _____ the hotel?

5. What time do you usually arrive _____ the office?

6. Ma’am, how long were you _____ the mall before you noticed your credit card was missing?

7. Your AIR EXPRESS package will arrive _____ the distribution center at noon. You can pick it up then.

8. Sir, just show your I.D. _____ the theater box office by 7:45. Your tickets will be waiting for you.

9. It’s a strange feeling  when you first arrive _____ a foreign country.

10. Would you like us to meet you _____ the city or _____the airport?

More Prepositions of Place

By, Beside, Close To, Near (to) and Next (to)

All of these mean not far away. We can often use close to or near.

     Our house is close to / near the park

     This plant often grows close to / near the riverbanks.

We use beside, by or next to, to indicate that one thing or person is at the side of another thing or person.

     I pushed the button beside / by / next to the elevator but nothing happened.

     Kristine sat beside / by / next to her boyfriend.

We can also use next as an adjective ( a word describing a noun) to say that something follows another thing in a series. When we mean that one thing is closer than any other thing of the same kind, we use nearest, not next.

     When the rain started, I ran under the nearest tree for shelter. ( not... next tree)

     I’m sorry sir, but Mr. Bernardo is in a meeting in the next room. ( not… the nearest room.)

When we are talking about cities, we use near but not by.

     They live in a beautiful home on the beach near Sorsogon.

     I met my husband when he was working on a house near Quezon city.

*** Beside – at the side
        Besides – aside from
Prepositions and Dimensions

Prepositions differ according to the number of dimensions they refer to. We can group them into three classes using concepts from geometry: point, surface, and area or volume.

Point

Prepositions in this group indicate that the noun that follows them is treated as a point in relation to which another object is positioned.

Surface

Prepositions in this group indicate that the position of an object is defined with respect to a surface on which it rests.

Area / Volume

Prepositions in this group indicate that an object lies within the boundaries of an area or within the confines of a volume.

Note: Geometry surface and area go together because both are two-dimensional; in grammar, area and volume go together because the same prepositions are used for both.
At, on and in can be classified as follows:

	                              At ….  point


	

	                               On ….. surface


	

	                           In ….. area / volume


	


	1.  My car is at the house.


2. There is a new roof on the house.
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	3. The house is in Barangay BF
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	4. There are five rooms in the house, which has a lovely fireplace in the living room.
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All of these sentences answer the question “Where is_______?” but each gives different information.

1. locates a car in relation to a house, understood as a fixed point.

2. treats the house as a surface upon which another objects, the roof, is placed.

3. locates the house within a geographical area.

4. treats the house as a three-dimensional structure that can be divided into smaller volumes, namely, rooms, inside one of which is an object, the fireplace.

Using At

Because it is the least specific of the prepositions in its spatial orientation, it has a great variety of uses.

	                       Location
	

	5 a. Bill is waiting for his sister at the bank. 
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	5 b.  Ann spent the whole afternoon at the fair.
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	          Destination
	

	6 a. We arrived at the house.
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	6 b. The waiter was at our table immediately. 
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	7 a.  The police officer leaped at the assailant.
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	7 b. The dog jumped at my face and really scared me.
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5 a.  The bank can be understood as a point defining Bill’s location, much as in illustration # 1.
5b. We do not think of a fair as a point here since fairs are usually spread out over a fairly large area. Probably  at is used in this case just because it is the least specific preposition; it defines Sue’s location with respect to the fair rather than some other place.

6a. At exhibits its cause/effect relationship with to, which cannot be used here: arrival at a place is the result of going to it.

7a and 7b show that with certain verbs of motion at may be used with the same meaning as its directional counterpart to, that  is, direction toward something.

In and On

1. Enclosed spaces, such as a field or a window, take both on and in; on is used when the space is considered a surface, in when the space is presented as an area:

	Three players are practicing on the field. (surface)
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	Three cows are grazing in the field. (area)
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	The snow made patterns on the window. (surface)
	








	A face appeared in the window. (area)
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Note: in suggests that the field is enclosed, while on suggests that the following noun denotes a surface and not necessarily an enclosed area:

	The sheep are grazing in the pasture. (enclosed by a fence)
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	The cattle are grazing on the open range. (not 

enclosed by a fence)
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	Three players are on the basketball court. (not enclosed)
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	Two players are on the soccer field. (not enclosed)

	                         [image: image50.png]




	Two boxers are in the ring. (enclosed by the 

ropes)
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Note:

1. When field means academic discipline or industry, use in:

     She is a leading researcher in the bioengineering field.

2. Street follows the general pattern of in and on usage. Note the idioms, however.

	a) The children are playing in the street.
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	b) Our house is on Oak street.
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	c) He declared bankruptcy last week and now he’s out on the street.
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	d) They sell pirated DVDs on the street.
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a) The street is understood as an area enclosed by the sidewalks on either side.

b) Compare with the discussion of sentence 3) in the first section. Here on locates the house on either side of Oak street; it doesn’t mean that the street is a surface on which the house sits. Because the street is understood as a line next to which the house is situated, on functions much like at in its normal use: it locates the house in relation to the street but does not specify the exact address. For that purpose, at is used because the address is like a particular point on the line. Compare: “Our house is at 323 Oak street.”
4. In and on are also used with means of transportation: in is used with a car, on with public or commercial means of 
     transportation:

          in the car

          on the bus

          on the plane

          on the train

          on the ship

Some speakers of English make a further distinction for public modes of transportation, using in when the craft is stationary and on when it is in motion.

           My wife stayed in / on the bus while I got out at the rest stop.

          The passengers sat in / on the plane waiting for takeoff. 

More Prepositions of Place Exercises

Fill in the blanks with in, at or on.

1. The label is _____ the back of the computer

2. You will find his office _____the bottom of the stairs.

3. Your seats are _____ the third row.

4. Turn left _____ the spotlight.

5. There is a # key _____ the keypad.

6. The mailbox icon is _____ the upper right – hand corner.

7. We have a wide range of products _____ the catalogue.

8.  You can pick up the tickets _____ the fifth floor of our building.
9. We waited for over an hour _____ the reception desk.

10. Who is that woman _____ the photograph?

11. The clause _____ page 18 of the contract is very clear.

12. Kansas city is _____ the Mssouri River.

13. The instructions are _____the back of the box.

14. The power switch is _____ the bottom right side of the computer tower.

15. Can you see who is _____the door.

16. Wait for the tour bus _____the bus stop outside your hotel, sir.

17. The concierge is _____ her office.

18. Place the handset _____ the base to charge the battery.

19. Could you pick up the envelope _____ the next counter?

20. I posted the memo _____ the bulletin board.

21. Do you live _____ the city or _____ the countryside?

22. Trent arrived _____the headquarters building just in time.

23. Look for the Mars Hotel _____square A8 _____ the map.

24. Print your name _____ the space provided and sign _____the line below.

25. From afar, Grady could see a light _____ the window.

26. The old house had so much grime _____ the windows that Albert could hardly see inside.
27. Your bungalow is located _____ a grassy hillside.

28. The audience threw tomatoes _____ the terrible comedian.

29. Wrestling isn’t real; those guys _____ the ring are just pretending.

30. David works _____the field of network administration, while Marty works _____ web design.

31. Our car has stalled and we are stuck _____ the street!

32. Audrey lives _____Third street.

33. If William doesn’t  make any money on his book, he’ll be out _____ the street.

34. I use my cellular phone when I’m _____ the bus, but never while I’m _____ the car.

35. Passengers are not allowed to use electronic devices _____ reception due to the current security situation.

36. We recommend that you leave your passport _____ reception due to the current security situation.

37. How many times do I need to click ______ the icon before it opens?

38. We’re lost and we can’t see ourselves _____the GPS map. Help!

39. Look at the nearest street sign – are you _____Shakedown street?
40. Press the button _____ the left side twice. Wait 10 seconds and place the receiver _____ the phone’s base.

Adverbs of Frequency

Present Simple

Review the frequency of these adverbs represent, by writing in the percentage they occur, from 100% of the time to 0% of the time.

100% always

           Usually

           Generally

           Often

 50%  Sometimes

           Occasionally

           Every now and then

           Seldom

           Once in a blue moon

           Rarely

           Hardly ever

   0%  never

Exercise: talk about what you and others do using adverbs of frequency.

Example: Take a jeepney to class. How often do you take a jeepney to class?

Response: I always take a jeepney to class.

Part 1: How often do you…?

             1. go to bed after midnight

             2. bring your lunch to class

             3. eat meat for dinner

             4. speak (your native language) instead of English when you are with your friends

Part 2: What are some things you always/usually/often/sometimes/rarely/never do?

             1. when you eat dinner

            2. when you get up in the morning

            3. when you meet up with your friends

            4. when you and your family go on vacation

Part 3 What are some things people always/usually/often/sometimes/seldom/never do these days?
            1. when they are at the dinner table

            2. when they attend a wedding

            3. when their child misbehave in public

            4. when they go shopping

Adverbs of Frequency

Simple Past

Review the frequency of these adverbs represent, by writing in the percentage they occur from 100% of the time to 0% of the time.

100% always

           Usually

           Generally

           Often

 50% sometimes

          Occasionally 

          Every now and then

          Seldom

          Once in a blue moon

          Rarely

          Hardly ever

   0% Never

Exercise: Talk about what you and others did in the past using adverbs of frequency.

Example: take a bus to school. How often did you take a bus to school when you were in college?

Response: I usually took the bus to school when I was in college.

Part 1: How often did you…?

             1. sleep past noon

             2. wear a hat to school

             3. eat fish for dinner

            4. speak (your native language) instead of English when you were with your friends

Part 2: What are some things you always/usually/often/sometimes/rarely/never did?

            1. when you ate dinner

          2. when you got ready to go to bed at night

          3. when you met a new person

          4. in the classroom

Part 3: What are some things people always/usually/often/sometimes/seldom/never did in the 1980’s and 1990’s?

         1. at the dinner table

         2. at the wedding

         3. when a child misbehaved

         4. when there was a power outage

Will: Future Tense

Use will to create the future tense for all persons. The simple form of the verb always follows will.


     I will                            I will hold                             I will hold your books.

     You will                       you will hold                      You will hold the baby.

     He will                         he will hold                        He will hold my hand.

     She will                        she will hold                      She will hold her doll.

     It will                            it will hold                          It will hold the ball.

     We will                        we will hold                        We will hold our fishing rods.

     They will                     they will hold                       They will hold the ladder.     

Rewrite the following sentences in the future tense by using will and the simple form of the verb in parentheses. 

     1. I (to climb) to the top of the lighthouse to see the ships.

         ________________________________________________________________________________________

     2. You (to become) a rich and famous author.

         __________________________________________________________________________________________

     3. The government (to reduce) taxes next year.

         ___________________________________________________________________________________________

     4. The fairy (to grant) you several wishes.

        ____________________________________________________________________________________________

     5. My mother (to make) a cherry pie.

        _____________________________________________________________________________________________

     6. We (to study) the brain in my science class.

         _____________________________________________________________________________________________

      7. They (to enlarge) the picture of the swordfish that

          they caught.

          ______________________________________________________________________________________________

      8. We (to gather) blueberries, strawberries, and 

          raspberries to make jam.

          _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Will: Future tense: Negative Form

Place not after will to create the negative form of the future tense. The simple form of the verb always follows will not.

     I will                       I will not                  I will not be there.

     You will                you will not             You will not say that.

     He will                 he will not                 He will not pay me.

     She will               she will not                She will not see you.

     It will                   it will not                    It will not eat.

     We will               we will not                  We will not borrow money.

     They will             they will not               They will not drive to New York.

The negative form of the future tense with will can be expressed with the contraction won’t.

     I will not                       I won’t                   I won’t go.

     You will not                 you won’t              You won’t convince her.

     He will not                   he won’t                 He won’t   know.

     She will not                 she won’t               She won’t sleep.

     It will not                      it won’t                   It won’t bite you.

     We will not                  we won’t                We won’t spend a lot.

     They will not               they won’t             They won’t help us. 

Rewrite the following sentences to create the negative form of the future tense. Write your answer once with will not and once with the contraction won’t.


1. He will not declare bankruptcy.

 ________________________________________________________________________

2. My neighbor will trim his bushes.

_____________________________________________________________________

3. John will trim his sideburns.

 ___________________________________________________________________________

4. Anna will go on a blind date.

___________________________________________________________________________

5. You will recognize me with my wig.

_______________________________________________________________________

Verb Tense Exercise

Simple Present / Simple Future

1. Today after I (get) _________________out of class, I (go) ______________________to a movie with some friends. 
2. When you (arrive) _____________in Stockholm, call my friend Gustav. He (show)_________________you around the city 

     and help you get situated. 
3. A: Do you know what you want to do after you (graduate) _______________________? 
B: After I (receive) ____________________ my Master's from Georgetown University, I (go) _______________  to graduate 

     school at UCSD in San Diego. I (plan) plan to complete a Ph.D. in cognitive science. 
4. If it (snow) __________ this weekend, we (go) ___________________ skiing near Lake Tahoe. 
5. Your father (plan) ____________ to pick you up after school today at 3:00 o'clock. He (meet) _________________meet you across the street near the ice cream shop. If something happens and he cannot be there, I (pick)_______________ you up instead. 
6. If the people of the world (stop, not) _________________cutting down huge stretches of rain forest, we (experience)  ________________________huge changes in the environment during the twenty-first century. 
7. If Vera (keep) __________________ drinking, she (lose, eventually)___________________ lose her job. 
8. I promise you that I (tell, not) ____________________ your secret to anybody. Even if somebody (ask) _______________me about what happened that day, I (reveal, not) _______________________ the truth to a single person. 
9. She (make)_______________________some major changes in her life. She (quit) ____________________ quit her job and go back to school. After she (finish) ___________________ studying, she (get) ______________________ a better-paying job and buy a house. She is going to improve her life! 
10. Tom (call) __________________ when he (arrive) ________________ in Madrid. He (stay) _________________ with you for two or three days until his new apartment (be) _____________ available.

English Conditionals: An Introduction

The English Conditional

There are a number of structures in English that are called the conditionals which are used to talk about possible or imaginary situations. A "Condition" is a "situation or circumstance".

For example: If a certain condition is true, then a particular result happens.

There are four basic conditionals that we use in English.

· Zero Conditional
· First Conditional
· Second Conditional
· Third Conditional
Structure of Conditional Sentences

The structure of the conditionals is straightforward. There are two basic possibilities in terms of order in the sentence:

	IF
	Condition
	Result

	If 
	it rains, 
	we will get wet 


or like this:

	Result
	IF
	Condition

	We will get wet
	if
	it rains.


Notice that we only use a comma in the first example.

Conditionals: Time and Probability Table

	Probability
	Conditional
	Example
	Time

	Certain
	zero conditional
	If you heat water to 100 degrees celsius, it boils
	any time

	Likely 
	first conditional 
	If it rains, I will stay in.
	future

	Unlikely
	second conditional
	If I won the lottery, I would retire.
	future

	Impossible
	second conditional
	If I had the money, I would lend it to you
	present

	Impossible
	third conditional
	If I had seen him, I would have given him the message.
	past


Conditional 0 

Situations that are always true if something happens. 

NOTE 

This use is similiar to, and can usually be replaced by, a time clause using 'when' (example: When I am late, my father takes me to school.) 

If I am late, my father takes me to school.
She doesn't worry if Jack stays out after school. 

Conditional 0 is formed by the use of the present simple in the if clause followed by a comma the present simple in the result clause. You can also put the result clause first without using a comma between the clauses. 

If he comes to town, we have dinner.
OR
We have dinner if he comes to town. 

Conditional 1 

Often called the "real" conditional because it is used for real - or possible - situations. These situations take place if a certain condition is met. 

NOTE 

In the conditional 1 we often use unless which means 'if ... not'. In other words, '...unless he hurries up.' could also be written, '...if he doesn't hurry up.'. 

If it rains, we will stay at home.
He will arrive late unless he hurries up.
Peter will buy a new car, if he gets his raise.
Conditional 1 is formed by the use of the present simple in the if clause followed by a comma will verb (base form) in the result clause. You can also put the result clause first without using a comma between the clauses. 

If he finishes on time, we will go to the movies.
OR
We will go to the movies if he finishes on time. 

Conditional 2 

Often called the "unreal" conditional because it is used for unreal - impossible or improbable - situations. This conditional provides an imaginary result for a given situation. 

NOTE 

The verb 'to be', when used in the 2nd conditional, is always conjugated as 'were'. 

If he studied more, he would pass the exam.
I would lower taxes if I were the President.
They would buy a new house if they had more money.
Conditional 2 is formed by the use of the past simple in the if clause followed by a comma would verb (base form) in the result clause. You can also put the result clause first without using a comma between the clauses. 

If they had more money, they would buy a new house.
OR
They would buy a new house if they had more money. 

Conditional 3 

Often referred to as the "past" conditional because it concerns only past situations with hypothetical results. Used to express a hypothetical result to a past given situation. 

If he had known that, he would have decided differently.
Jane would have found a new job if she had stayed in Boston.
Conditional 3 is formed by the use of the past perfect in the if clause followed by a comma would have past participle in the result clause. You can also put the result clause first without using a comma between the clauses. 

If Alice had won the competition, life would have changed OR Life would have changed if Alice had won the competition. 

Is it on-going or ongoing?

The required spelling here is ‘ongoing’. It means ‘progressing’, ‘continuing’ or ‘evolving’.

We often see phrases like these:

· This is an ongoing project.

· This is an ongoing problem.

· The ongoing issue cannot be resolved easily.

More often, though, text is peppered with inconsistent use: ‘ongoing’ this and ‘on-going’ that.

This word never has been hyphenated, but people think that it is a mix of ‘on’ and ‘going’, but if you think of someone ‘going on about grammar’, you would not say that that person was ‘ongoing’! 

You can see that this is not a hyphenated compound at all. It’s always been all one word. 

Is it complimentary or complementary?

Both of these spellings exist and are very often used in the wrong context; this can, of course, have a negative impact on the writer/company using the wrong version and can damage hard-won image. Some classic examples of wrong use are outlined below.

Complement

This always has the meaning of ‘completing a set/making up a whole’. This is used when saying that a tie goes well with (complements) a shirt, for example. It is also used to describe a number of people making up a group: ‘This ship has a complement of 50.’

Compliment

This has two meanings: one is that someone is expressing nice things about you, saying that you or something about you looks nice (a compliment/to compliment someone); the other (when used as ‘complimentary’) means that something is free of charge or done as an act of courtesy.

Example:

Therefore, it would be wrong to write: ‘The wine compliments the meal.’ This means that the wine tells the meal how nice it is! 

What should be written is: ‘The wine complements the meal.’

Vocabulary 2
Disinterested – means impartial, unbiased, objective. Ex. The judge gave a disinterested verdict of guilty to his own son.

Uninterested -  means not interested. Ex.  He is uninterested in the new product. 

Either/neither – By themselves, either and neither always take a singular verb.

                              Ex. Either of you is the one responsible.

                                    Neither of the managers has arrived.

Encash the cheque – british

Cash the check – American

Encashment – (incorrect) Say, The cashing of checks starts at 9:00 a.m.

Equipment / Furniture – are the correct plural form. No need to put an s. Ex. We have several equipment and furniture.

                                           Or: I am looking for new pieces of equipment and furniture.

Farther/further-  are both adjectives. Farther refers to physical distance. Ex. Your office is farther than mine by ten miles.

                                Further refers to abstract relationships of degree or quantity. Ex. Let’s discuss the matter further. 

Fill in/out/up – you fill in the blanks
                            You fill out an application

                            You fill up your tank

Full-fledged is the correct expression. It means someone being on his own. Ex. I am a full-fledged certified public accountant.

Full-pledged (incorrect)

Information / mail – should never be followed by s in its plural form.
                                     Ex. We have a lot of information.

                                            My boss has a lot of incoming mail.

Input / output  Ex. Yesterday, I input a lot of information. (not inputted)

Inputted / outputted - incorrect

Interested in/to – Use in if the next word is a gerund (i.e. ing endings). Use to if the next word is the simple form.
                                  Ex. Are you interested in knowing the facts?

                                        Are you interested to know the facts?

Its/it’s – are both correct. Its is an adjective just like my, his, her. Its is used  to refer to singular collective nouns, animals, objects or ideas.

Ex. The company has its way of succeeding.

       The product is in its stage of re-engineering.

       Beauty is its own excuse for being.

It’s is a contraction for it is or it has.

Ex. It’s been a hard day’s night.

      It’s a small word after all.
Look forward to + verb + ing is correct. Ex. We look forward to your reply. 

                                                                             We look forward to receiving your reply.

                                                                            We look forward to hearing from you.

Do not write look forward for.
Loosing –(loose)  to free from restraint (release), to make loose (untie)

 Losing – (lost) resulting in or likely to result in defeat (ex. A losing battle)

Most of the…- If it precedes a plural noun, it takes a plural verb. If it precedes a singular noun, it takes a singular verb.
                          Ex. Most of the audience is not listening.

                                Most of the employees are not listening.     

Number – is either singular or plural depending on which article (a or the) precedes it. 

                   A number of…(noun)…requires a plural verb.

                   The number of…(noun)…requires a singular verb.

Ex. A number of employees do their best all the time.

      The number of employees does not increase.

Part-time/full-time – are correct spelling forms. Note the hyphen in part-time because the word functions as an  

                                       adjective (just like full-time).

Pastime – is one word and with only one t. 

Personnel/staff – Never use these two words to refer to an individual, because they refer to a group of people. Never write a 

                                staff to refer to one person. Neither should you write six personnels. To refer to an individual worker, write 

                                staffer, staff member, staff assistant, or one of the staff or six of the personnel, or six employees. Personnel  

                                and staff take singular verbs because they are collective nouns (the staff is complete, their personnel is 

                                dynamic).

Ex. We will hire a new staffer for the project.

       Your staff is so effective and so is mine.

       All our personnel are equipped…
Present at – is the correct idiom. Presence or attendance is always followed by at. Ex. He was present at the meeting.

                      Your presence at the meeting…  Your attendance at the …   

                      Incorrect: He was present in the meeting.

Preceded

Succeeded 

Reason is that – The reason I called is that…
Reason is … because – (incorrect)  The reason I called is because you want to help…

(as/in/with) regard to – Ex. With regard to the proposal,…  In regard to the proposal,… As regards to the proposal,…  

                                                  Regarding the proposal,…

Regardless – is the correct word.
Irregardless (incorrect)
Result in / from (never to) – The preposition that best follows result should only be in or from. Guideline: A cause results in an effect. An effect results from a cause. Ex. Productivity results from motivation.
Routine – Ex. He has a routine job.

Routinary (incorrect)

Savings – remove s if you will add a before the word. Ex. We noted a saving of ten thousand pesos.
                  Ex. Our savings of ten thousand pesos was used for the event.
Setup/set-up – Ex. The setup is well thought out.

Set up – Ex. Will you set up the venue.

Stationary – not moving.  Ex. The guard is like a stationary statue. 

Stationery – writing paper and envelopes. Ex. We shall write on our new stationery.

Dispatch – to send off or away with promptness or speed.

Despatch – incorrect

Taken care of (NOT taken cared of)  – is the correct expression.  Ex. The employees are well taken care of.

There – in or at that place. Ex. Stand over there.

Their – of or relating to them or themselves especially as relating to possessors, agents, or objects, of an action. 

             Ex. Their furniture.

Threshold (correct spelling)
Withhold  (correct spelling)
                          SIMPLE PAST TENSE





                  Present





                Past





          Future





 X





     This action was completed in the past.





                   HAVE





                   BE





                                                                       V E R B





                   DO





Affirmative








Negative








Interrogative








Interrogative negative








  














  





  - an indefinite point in time:


      the other day, ages ago, a long time ago, etc.


            


       I left the U.S. for the Far East ages ago.


       I saw Bertha at he mall the other day.








5. ___________________________________


       Yes, she liked her classes a lot.   6.___________________________________


She visited her parents in the United States two times.


7.____________________________________


No, she didn’t miss life in the United States at all.


8._________________________________


Yes, she missed her family.








                          Simple Present Tense





     Present





        Future





        Past





xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx





                       It was true yesterday.


      It is true today and it will be true tomorrow





                                                                     V E R B





                       Do                                                     V E R B





               Have                                                      V E R B





                       Be








Don’t forget! Third person singular takes an “s.”





1. He, she and it: in the third person singular the verb always ends in – s:


          He wants it.


          She needs the newspaper.


          It never rains in the desert. 


2. Negative and question forms use DOES (= the third person of the auxiliary DO) + the infinitive of the verb.


          He wants it. Does he want it? He does not 


          want it.


3. Verbs ending in – y: the third person changes the – y to – ies


          Fly – flies,  cry – cries





Exception: If there is a vowel before the – y


          Play – plays,     pray – prays





4. Add – es to verbs ending in: -ss, -x, - sh, - ch:


           He watches TV every night.


          She catches fish for a living.


          It washes clothes in 10-minute cycles.








Affirmative








Negative





Interrogative





3. Actions repeated in an unspecified period between 


    the past and now.


  They have seen that film six times.


   It has happened several times already.


   They have consistently beaten the other teams’ 


    metrics.


          We have eaten at that restaurant many times.	


4. Actions that were completed in the very recent past.


       His nose is different.  He’s had plastic surgery!


       Have you just finished work?                                 


       I can’t believe it. The customer has just been 


       to the store.


      The milk is in the fridge. I’ve just been to the  


       store.


     








c. in negative statements using the pattern nothing…  


    ever, nobody…ever.


          Nobody has ever said that to me before.


          Nothing like this has ever happened to us.


d. with the first time…


          It’s the first time (that) I’ve ever eaten snails.


          This is the first time I’ve ever been to  


          Lufthansa.








     Have you met Judy yet?       Has he arrived yet?     I haven’t visited the National Museum yet    


     They haven’t eaten yet.                                


Yet is usually placed at the end of the sentence.





Present perfect with since:


        She has lived here since 1990.


        We have taught at this school since 2009.


  Alice has been married since March 2nd. They have been at the hotel since last Tuesday.


        





Prepositions of Place: at, on, and in


We use at for specific addresses.��Marlon Santos lives at 55 Boretz Road in Barangay BF.


We use on to designate names of streets, avenues, etc.��Her house is on Boretz Road.


And we use in for the names of land-areas (towns, counties, states, countries, and continents).��She lives in Barangay BF.��Barangay BF is in Paranaque City.��Paranaque City is in NCR.








Prepositions of Time: for and since





We use for when we measure time (seconds, minutes, hours, days, months, years).��He held his breath for seven minutes.��She's lived there for seven years.��The British and Irish have been quarreling for seven centuries.





We use since with a specific date or time.��He's worked here since 1970.��She's been sitting in the waiting room since two thirty. 











VERBS and PREPOSITIONS�
�
apologize for�ask about�ask for�belong to�bring up�care for�find out�
give up�grow up�look for�look forward to�look up�make up�pay for�
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There’s no room in the office/in the building/in the park.


What’s that in your hand/in your mouth?


When we were in Utah, we spent a few days in Provo.


Your prize includes a cabin in a small town in the mountains.


Children are not allowed to swim in the pool/in the sea/in the river.








On 


On the roof/door/floor/wall  on her cheek   on a page





I sat on the floor/on the ground/on the grass/on a chair/on 


the beach.


There’s a smudge on the wall/on the ceiling/on your nose/on your shirt.


Have you seen the sign on the board/on the door?


You’ll find the radio schedule on page seven (of the newspaper).


We spent our vacation on an island in the Pacific.








When I go to the movies, I always sit in the back row. 


Who is the child in that photograph? (not on that photograph)


Have you seen our advertisement in the paper (=newspaper)?


It was a clear day. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky.


“What’d she say in her letter?” “She said everything was OK.”








In Australia, they drive on the left. (or, on the left-hand side)


In America, we drive on the right. (or, on the right hand side)


Our collections department is on the second floor of the building.


Check off everything you’ve done on the list.


Have you ever worked on a farm?





We say that a place is on a river / on a road / on the coast.


     Willie bought a property on the coast of Cavite.





We say that a place is on the way to another place.


     We stopped at a small restaurant on the way to Dr. A Santos Ave., Paranaque.
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9. He (to hug) and kiss you when he sees you.


         _____________________________________


10. Brad (to introduce) me to his parents tomorrow night.


         _____________________________________


11. We (to ship) the package to you this afternoon.


        ____________________________________


 12. Mary (to envy) your friendship with Paul.


        ____________________________________


13. The government (to ban) tobacco in all public places.


       _____________________________________


14. She (to pamper) her new baby.


       _____________________________________


 15. I (to flip) the pancakes now.


       ________________________________________





6. They will allow you to stay overnight.


_______________________________________________


7. We will celebrate on New Year’s Eve.


 _______________________________________________


8. The man will confess to the murder.


_______________________________________________


9. I will pawn my guitar.


_______________________________________________








