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THE OBJECT of ROTARY:

To encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:-

First.
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service.

Second.
High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society.
Third.
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business and community life.

Fourth.
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill and peace through a world fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

THE FOUR WAY TEST

1) Is it the truth?

2) Is it fair to all concerned?

3) Will it build goodwill and better relationships?

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

EDITOR’s COMMENTS
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Editor David.
oooOooo
PRESIDENT’s LETTER         Fellowship at its Best
Mon 13th Dec – 45 of us descended on Shugborough Hall for a candlelight tour of the beautiful mansion, followed by a lovely Christmas meal and some wonderful fellowship. 

I then had the great privilege of awarding two Paul Harris Fellowship (PHF) awards as a thank you for some terrific work on behalf of our Club. 

Past President Tony Marsh PHF has been doing some great work, over and above his Treasurer duties. He has set up the Club website (www.stokerotary.co.uk) and has recently re-designed it to make it far more attractive and user friendly and regularly updates the information and photos on it. Tony has recently set up a Twitter page and we’ve just been launched on Facebook and again Tony is staying on top of the various updates required.

Past President Roger Whittaker has been doing a massive amount of work with schools and Trentham Gardens in negotiating the planting of 24,000 purple crocus corms on the estate and then made arrangements for the planting of another 2,000 of each purple and yellow crocus in the shape of a Rotary roundel. All of the corms are due to bloom in time for Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Stoke-on-Trent, the Mayor and Mayoress of Stafford, District 1210 Governor Glyn Johnson and the 12 participating Club Presidents to join up at Noon at the Trentham Estate to launch what we fervently hope will be the last push to eradicate Polio worldwide.

This work with Trentham Estate has brought us the opportunity of holding a joint fireworks display on the 4th November 2011. To date we have 7 other local Rotary Clubs who are keen on being part of this project.

Roger has also kicked off the Young photographer competition and has already got 10 schools, the Sixth Form College and the ATC on board.

I‘m sure that you will join with me in congratulating these two excellent Rotarians in receiving their well deserved Paul Harris Fellow awards.

Tues 14th Dec – Roger accompanied me to ATC 238 Squadron to present another well deserved award, that of Rotary Young Trier to Cadet Harriet Jackson.

Sat 18th & Sun 19th Dec – Our first foray in the new Hanley Tesco to begin our Christmas collections. The weather was very picturesque, (I had 4inches of snow on my car after 3 hours on the Saturday morning), sadly this also had an impact on the collection. Once again the ATC were at our sides over the two days and to watch over the ever changing ATC teams Pilot Officer Robbie Cormie spent the whole of the two days with us. My very grateful thanks go particularly to Robbie but also to the 12 Cadets who helped us out whilst the rest of the Squadron were collecting for their own Squadron at Wilkinson’s. 

Mon 20th Dec – Business & Council meeting – As always this brought lively debate as to the direction that we could and would take in the immediate and the medium term future. The passion of these debates testifies to the heartfelt desire to help those people who need help.

Sat 1st Jan – New Year’s Day walk and left over lunch – what a wonderful start to 2011. The group braved the crisp morning air to enjoy a walk around  a beautiful village and ‘frozen’ canal before heading back to David and Celia’s home a for a ‘left over lunch’ which was delicious prior to sitting around putting the world to rights. As I said a wonderful start to 2011 and some magic fellowship, thank you very much David and Celia for throwing open your doors to the ‘cold and hungry’.

Tues 4th Jan – Zone meeting – Roger accompanied me to the Joint Zone 3 & 4 meeting where we outlined the potential Rotary/Trentham Gardens Fireworks display among the other business. The concept was looked upon very positively by the Presidents and ADG’s attending and it was taken back to the individual Clubs for approval or otherwise. To date we have 8 Clubs indicating that they are interested in being involved and only 1 ‘No’. I shall have to ‘contact’ the Clubs who haven’t got back to us yet. 

Mon 10th Jan – Committee meetings with an update of the terrific work that is going on, what has been achieved and the plans for the future.

Mon 17th Jan – Club Council brought more of the reports of where we’ve been, where ‘we’re at’ and where we’re going. I have to say that with the exciting plans being set out my reports don’t look like getting shorter any time soon, (hard luck Geoff)!

Mon 24th Jan – District International Chairman Jeremy Johnson gave us a terrific talk about Lifestraws, these allow people to suck up dirty water (the impurities of which it is reckoned to account for 4 Billion annual cases of diarrhoeal illness, that lead to 1.8 Billion lives being lost to diarrhoeal disease) through the straw which filters out 99.9% of bacteria and leaves clear safe drinking water. The straw costs £6.00 and will give 1 person 1 year’s safe drinking water and the family size costs £25.00 and will give a family safe drinking water for 3 years. We were so impressed that by Saturday the same week we had 10 Lifestraws and a family size version to take into schools. Thanks to Mike for organising this visit by the District International Chairman.

Fri 28th Jan – Roger, Russell and I visited Trentham Gardens to continue the preliminary discussions about the potential Rotary/Trentham Gardens Fireworks in November, feeling that enough Clubs had expressed their interest so far that the event stood a very good chance of becoming reality. Unfortunately I had to leave early, due to the meeting starting an hour late (don’t ask!) to take my little ‘cracker’ to hospital for a check up, and to all of those who have been kind enough to ask, Dereth is coming along very nicely and it would appear that there is need for further concern, thanks for all the messages of concern and support, we feel truly blessed to have such marvellous friends.

Mon 31st Jan – Italian meal at La Favorita – Fellowship at its Best, a lovely meal, terrific atmosphere and superb company and the icing on the cake was that it made another welcome contribution to the fundraising coffers.

Mon 7th Feb – District Foundation Chairman Richard Green gave us a fascinating talk, and showed photos, of how his recent visit to India to help in the Polio immunisation day had gone. The figures of these events are truly staggering – immunising 68 Million children in a day! And this is being done every 3 months as part of the final push to eradicate Polio worldwide which is now so close to being achieved. I was then honoured to present Richard with a cheque for £1,000 for Rotary Foundation on behalf of the Club. This money will go towards the fight to end Polio. Thanks to Geoff for organising this visit by the District Foundation Chairman, a meeting that he sadly missed having been struck down by a dreaded stomach bug.

Fri 11th Feb – afternoon – Roger, Russell and I went along to St. Margaret’s CE Junior School, Wolstanton for a Celebration afternoon. I presented 4 Rotary Young Trier Awards to 3 boys and 1 girl one from each year for outstanding effort. I was then presented with a cheque in the amount of £391.41 which the pupils had collected towards a Shelterbox, the latest fundraising effort by this very supportive school. The atmosphere and positivity was something to behold and was a credit to the Headteacher Andrew Black, the teachers and staff of the school and was delightful to be part of. Roger then went into his ‘Lifestraws’ demonstration – the children were putting money into a collection box before we even got out of the room – Bless Them.

Fri 11th Feb evening/early morning of the 12th – Talk about ‘hot off the press’ I’m still suffering from the effects off over indulgence at the absolutely fabulous ATC 70th Celebration at Port Vale Banqueting Suite, last night! 

Frequented by our City’s Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, Councillor Denver Tolley and Mrs Lynne Tolley, Her Majesty’s Deputy Lord Lieutenant , Brigadier General Barry Smith and Mrs Helen Smith, Mr. Julian Mitchell, (Great Nephew of Reginald Mitchell) and Mrs. Julia Mitchell, Deputy Wing Commander, Squadron Leader Mark Brayford and Mrs Sara Brayford, Officer Commanding 238 (Hartshill) Squadron, Flight Lieutenant Tom Cockerham, Officer Commanding 235 (Cobridge) Squadron Flight Lieutenant Mike Stubbs and Officer Commanding 435 (Newcastle) Squadron Flight Lieutenant Geraldine Gibson.

The Toastmaster Steve McTigue did a fantastic job parting people with their money and with some pre-dinner donations, the profit from the event, the stand up Bingo, the free Raffle (donate through  Gift Aid), the Auction and a percentage of takings donation from the photographer raised in the region of an unbelievable £2,000! All of this will go towards the restoration of Spitfire RW 388 housed in Hanley Museum. Thank you to Russell & Sue, Mike & Sally and David & Celia who joined me and Dereth at this excellent event. 

I presented a cheque for £250 on behalf of our Club to 238 (Hartshill) Squadron ATC toward the replacement of furniture at their HQ, along with our very grateful thanks for all of their help and assistance in our events. These Cadets are a credit to the Squadron and are learning some very valuable life lessons as part of the Air Training Corps training. I particularly thanked Pilot Officer Robbie Cormie for his help in forging the links between our Club and 238 Squadron.

Another busy period and a very productive one, I feel really privileged to be President of such a terrific Club.
David.

PRESIDENT OF THE INNER WHEEL CLUB’s LETTER
Hello again. I cannot believe where the time has gone from the last letter.

The visit to Shugborough was very good and I think enjoyed by all.  Christmas and New Year went by too quickly but we had a lovely time, with the family. Lots of people seemed to be ill at around that time and I do hope that all have now fully recovered.  
Our first meeting of the year and at our new venue, The Upper House, went very well, although we were a bit thin on the ground because of illness etc., I gave the talk myself and did a demonstration on Card Making which is one of my hobbies. Some of the ladies had shown interest in Decoupage.  I have to say one of the cards was not put together too well, as my hand was shaking quite a bit, anyway I have since had the scissors on it and it is ok now to send out.  We were very happy with the meal and it was obvious to all that we had done the right thing in moving. Our meeting in February had a better attendance and we had one of the volunteers from Animal Lifeline to give us a talk. He was very good, telling us about certain dogs that had been through The Centre, he had written poems about the ones that had made an impression on him and he read several of them.  I have to say that Eileen and I had a tear in our eye and everyone enjoyed his talk.  I am looking forward to 2011, and some of the events that we have planned.  Anyway that is all for this time.

Val (M).
ooOoo
TAXI !!!!

Nearing the end of our trip to Australia, we booked four days in Fiji and arranged to visit a Rotary Club there. 

It had been raining day and night ever since our arrival in Fiji, so we pre booked a taxi to take us to the meeting place which was about 10 – 15 minutes drive from the hotel. A very nice red Toyota turned up with a lady driver, she asked us how long we would be at the meeting and did we want picking up afterwards. We agreed that we would ring her when we were finished and she would pick us up – her name, it transpired was ‘Mama’.

After the meeting, the rain was bucketing down and when we rang she said it would be 25 minutes before she could get to us so we sat down by the door and waited. The rain had brought all the mosquitoes out and as a friendly Australian customs officer had confiscated my repellent spray, I was getting bitten to death. Apparently I am irresistible to all manner of flying things and they can’t wait to have a bite.

Eventually, the doorman appeared with a big brolly and said our taxi was here. He walked with me to the car and even through the pouring rain and the darkness I could see that the car was white and that a rather large man was in the driving seat. Anyway, I jumped into the back and Russell ran round the front and got in the front passenger seat.

I pretty soon realised that this car was rather unusual, for a start the back seat had no top to it. There was a rather scruffy looking blanket on it, which was laid across open springs. There was no seat belt and when I had a closer look round, there was no interior trim at all, the doors were bare metal and so were the sides. Where all the door and side panels had gone I had no idea. So, as we rattled along I was bouncing from spring to spring and trying to stay upright.

I became aware that Russell was sitting very still and very upright and looking straight ahead (always a bad sign) and not chatting to the driver. The driver was wiping the front window with a sheet of brown paper, as it was very misted up inside the car and occasionally changing gear. The gear stick top was a ball of rags wrapped in brown tape.

The roads in Fiji are littered with big pot holes so to avoid the ones he obviously knew about, he was swerving all over the road, the ones he didn’t know about he hit head on and I was in danger of becoming like Zebedee from Magic Roundabout and having a spring permanently fitted to my nether regions. In the pitch dark and the rain coming down so hard you couldn’t see a thing, it was the longest 15 minutes of my life and I was mightily relieved when we got to the hotel. 

I got out, paid the driver the $20 fare and went to join Russell in the foyer. Russell’s trousers were soaked, apparently when he jumped into the front seat he landed in a pool of water, which had gathered on the seat and as we had travelled along, water had been coming through the door all down his legs. As you can imagine, he was not best pleased especially when I described the back seat.

Half an hour later the phone in the room rang, it was reception, they had ‘mama’ on the phone and she wanted to apologise for not picking us up – Russell said that under no circumstances did he want to speak to her and described the taxi to the reception. Half an hour later they were back on the phone, apparently ‘mama’ had been in and refunded the $20.

Needless to say, when we had to get a taxi to the airport, we had a good look at it before we got in!

Sue
ooOoo
Laughter Time
 

A man walks out to the street and catches a taxi just going by. He gets into the taxi.
Cabbie says, 'Perfect timing. You're just like Frank.
Passenger: 'Who?'
Cabbie: 'Frank Feldman. He's a guy who did everything right all the time. Like my coming along when you needed a cab, things happened like that to Frank Feldman every single time.'
Passenger: 'There are always a few clouds over everybody.'
Cabbie: 'Not Frank Feldman. He was a terrific athlete.  He could have won the Grand-Slam at tennis. He could golf with the pros. He sang like an opera baritone and danced like a Broadway star and you should have heard him play the piano.  He was an amazing guy.'
Passenger: Sounds like he was something really special.
Cabbie: 'There's more. He had a memory like a computer. He remembered everybody's birthday. He knew all about wine, which foods to order and which fork to eat them with.  He could fix anything. Not like me. I change a fuse, and the whole street blacks out. But Frank Feldman, could do everything right.
Passenger: 'Wow, some guy then.'
Cabbie: 'He always knew the quickest way to go in traffic and avoid traffic jams.  Not like me, I always seem to get stuck in them. But Frank, he never made a mistake, and he really knew how to treat a woman and make her feel good.  He would never answer her back even if she was in the wrong; and his clothing was always immaculate, shoes highly polished too - He was the perfect man! He never made a mistake. No one could ever measure up to Frank Feldman.'
Passenger: 'An amazing fellow. How did you meet him?'
Cabbie: "Well, I never actually met Frank. He died and I married his wife"!!
ooOoo
A Mafia Godfather finds out that his bookkeeper has cheated him out of ten million bucks.  His bookkeeper is deaf. That was the reason he got the job in the first place.  It was assumed that a deaf bookkeeper would not hear anything that he might have to testify about in court. When the Godfather goes to confront the bookkeeper about his missing $10 million, he brings along his attorney, who knows sign language. The Godfather tells the lawyer, "Ask him where the 10 million bucks he embezzled from me is.”  The attorney, using sign language, asks the bookkeeper where the money is. The bookkeeper signs back: "I don't know what you are talking about."  The attorney tells the Godfather: "He says he doesn't know what you’re talking about." The Godfather pulls out a pistol, puts it to the bookkeeper's temple and says, "Ask him again!"   The attorney signs to the bookkeeper: "He'll kill you if you don't tell him!” The bookkeeper signs back: "OK! You win!  The money is in a brown briefcase, buried behind the shed in 
my cousin Enzo's backyard in Queens! “The Godfather asks the attorney: "Well, what'd he say?"  The attorney replies: "He says you don't have the guts to pull the trigger." Don't you just love lawyers! 
ooOoo
This is a quiz for people who know everything!
These are not trick questions. They are straight questions with straight answers.

 1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the
 participants know the score or the leader until the contest ends.
 2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backward?
 3. Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for
 several growing seasons. All other vegetables must be replanted
 every year. What are the only two perennial vegetables?
 4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside?
 5. In many liquor stores, you can buy pear brandy, with a real pear
 inside the bottle. The pear is whole and ripe, and the bottle is
 genuine; it hasn't been cut in any way. How did the pear get inside
 the bottle?
 6. Only three words in standard English begin with the letters ' dw'
 and they are all common words. Name two of them.
 7. There are 14 punctuation marks in English grammar.
 Can you name at least half of them?
 8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold frozen, canned,
 processed, cooked, or in any other form except fresh.
 9. Name 6 or more things that you can wear on your feet beginning with the letter 'S.'
How did you do?  With Thanks to Tony Marsh. Answers on Page 11. 
ooOoo

JOKE
EVER SINCE I WAS A CHILD, I'VE ALWAYS HAD A FEAR OF SOMEONE 
UNDER MY BED AT NIGHT. SO I WENT TO A SHRINK AND TOLD HIM 
'I've got problems. Every time I go to bed I think there's somebody 
under it.  I'm scared.  I think I'm going crazy.' 

'Just put yourself in my hands for one year,' said the shrink. 'Come 
talk to me three times a week and we should be able to get rid of 
those fears.' 

'How much do you charge?' 'Eighty dollars per visit,' replied the 
doctor. 'I'll sleep on it,' I said. 

Six months later the doctor met me on the street. 'Why didn't you 
come to see me about those fears you were having?' he asked. 

'Well, Eighty bucks a visit three times a week for a year is an awful 
lot of money! A bartender cured me for $10. I was so happy to have 
saved all that money that I went and bought me a new pickup!' 

'Is that so!' With a bit of an attitude he said, 'and how, may I ask, 
did a bartender cure you?' 

'He told me to cut the legs off the bed! - Ain't nobody under there now!!!' 

ooOoo

Solutions to the Christmas SONGS  QUIZ
 O I R D C                                  Once In Royal David’s City
A I A M                                     Away In A Manger
W T K O O A                           We Three Kings Of Orient Are
O L T O B                                 O Little Town Of Bethlehem
I D O A W C                             I’m Dreaming Of A White Christmas
T H A T I                                  The Holly And The Ivy
D D M O H                                Ding Dong Merrily On High
W I A W W                               Walking In A Winter Wonderland
I S M K S C                               I Saw Mummy Kissing Santa Claus
R T R N R                                 Rudolph The Red Nose Reindeer
T T D O C                                 The Twelve Days Of Christmas
L D                                             Little Donkey
M B C                                        Mary’s Boy Child
D T K I C                                  Do They Know It’s Christmastime
L I S  L I S  L I S                      Let It Snow Let It Snow Let It Snow
S C I C T T                               Santa Claus Is Coming To Town
G R Y M G M                          God Rest Ye Merry Gentle Men
S I C                                          Step Into Christmas
O C A Y F                                O Come All Ye Faithful
M A W                                      Mistletoe And Wine
W I T A                                    Walking In The Air
P O E - L D B                           Peace On Earth – Little Drummer Boy
J B J B                                      Jingle Bells Jingle Bells
H T H A S                                 Hark The Herald Angels Sing
S N H N                                     Silent Night Holy Night
I T B M W                                In The Bleak Mid Winter
W W Y A M C                         We Wish You A Merry Christmas
R A T C T                                 Rocking Around The Christmas Tree
J T T W                                    Joy To The World
M C E                                       Merry Christmas Everyone      

Celia Stewart  and Elaine Parkes ended up with 29 correct answers and Elaine got picked for the bottle of wine. 
Regards Dereth

ooOoo

 Answers To the Page 9 Quiz:
 
 1... The one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants know the score or the leader until the contest ends:  Boxing.
 2. North American landmark constantly moving backward: Niagara Falls 
 (The rim is worn down about two and a half feet each year because of
 the millions of gallons of water that rush over it every minute.)
 3. Only two vegetables that can live to produce on their own for
 several growing seasons: Asparagus and rhubarb.
 4. The fruit with its seeds on the outside: Strawberry.
 5. How did the pear get inside the brandy bottle? It grew inside the bottle. The bottles are placed over pear buds when they are small, and are wired in place on the tree. The bottle is left in place for the entire growing season. When the pears are ripe, they are snipped off at the stems.
 6. Three English words beginning with dw: Dwarf, dwell and dwindle...
 7. Fourteen punctuation marks in English grammar: Period, comma,
 colon, semicolon, dash, hyphen, apostrophe, question mark, exclamation mark, quotation mark, brackets, parenthesis, braces, and ellipses.
 8. The only vegetable or fruit never sold frozen, canned, processed,
 cooked, or in any other form but fresh: Lettuce.
 9. Six or more things you can wear on your feet beginning with 'S':
 Shoes, socks, sandals, sneakers, slippers, skis, skates, snowshoes,
 stockings, stilts.
ooOoo

DATES COMING UP          (Why don’t you make sure that they are in    









your diary?)
2011

February 25th

Jt.Charter/Rotary Night with Burslem Club at 
                                       The Banqueting Suite, Port Vale FC 

March 4th/6th

Club Bristol Weekend-away.
March 8th


District Council, Penkridge

April 1st 


New Club Eccleshall Mercia Charter Night

April 28th


Fish & Chip Lunch

May 6th


GSE Team: “Welcome Home from the Caribbean”
May 7th


District Assembly

May 25th


District Council, Penkridge

Sept 30th/Oct 23rd 
Ambassadorial Scholars Link Weekend  

October 14th/16th
District Conference, Chester Racecourse

2012

October 12th/14th
District Conference, Torquay

CLUB DIARY 
(Please note that the Speaker’s Host has to arrange for a speaker or do it themselves and if you are not going to be available on the date specified it is your responsibility to arrange for a substitute.)



Speaker’s Host



Speaker
2011

February 21st
  Club Business Meeting + “MIND”
February 28th
  Charles Freeman
“Photographic tour of China”

March 7th

  Carl Moss  Malcolm Glennister: Tesco Comm. Champion
March 14th

  Pres.David Woolrich
  Fellowship Evening: Outgoing 

              GSE  Team to Caribbean final presentation.
March 21st

  Club Business Meeting
March 28th

  Bill Morgan
          The Lord Mayor Cllr.Denver Tolley

April 4th

  Elaine Parkes



April 11th

  Group Committee Meetings

April 18th

  Club AGM

April 25th

  No Meeting- Easter Monday
May 2nd

  No Meeting- Bank Holiday
May 9th

  Geoff Hillman


   Visit to Lord Mayor’s Parlour
May 16th

  Club Business Meeting

May 23rd

  Russell Bates

          2011/2012 Diary Discussion

May 30th

  No Meeting-Bank Holiday
June 6th

  Pres.David Woolrich
 Fellowship Eve: Chinese Meal?

June 13th

  Club Assembly
June 20th

  Club Business Meeting

June 27th

  Valedictory & Handover
FUTURE BULLETINS


Deadline for Submission    
Issue Dates             





of Articles

2010
Friday   1st April


Monday 11th April

Friday
6th May


Monday 16th May

Friday
15th July


Monday 25th July.
~~~~~~O~~~~~~




Welcome to the first edition of 2011. Thank goodness for Presidents David & Val, Sue & Tony because without their contributions this would have been a very slim edition. I think you all enjoy reading The Bulletin but without your input it will be very short, so get putting on your writing cap! Enjoy.














PAGE  
7

