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ROYAL ABERDEEN GOLF CLUB

BYE LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Where appropriate the date of the most recent
Council decision on a Bye Law/Ruling is shown.
The Constitution is set out in the green booklet entitled “Rules of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club” and can only be changed by Members at a General Meeting.

The Council have the sole right to interpret the Rules and to give directions in cases not specifically provided for in the Rules and all orders, bye laws or regulations made by Council shall be binding until withdrawn or amended by Council or unless or until set aside by a General Meeting.   These Bye Laws and Regulations are current as at 1st January 2008
Interpretations, decisions, changes or amendments as decreed by Council after 1st January 2008 will be posted on the Club Notice Board for six weeks and the changes incorporated immediately in the Bye Laws and Regulations detailing the date of change.

The Secretary/Administration Office hold a fully updated copy of the Bye Laws and Regulations.

In addition a duplicate copy (this one) is available in the Members' Room as a reference for Members.

This copy must not be removed from the Members' Room.

“Note:   The wording of the Bye Laws and Regulations has tended to vary over the years and the Council has taken the view that it is preferable to let these stand in the form in which they were originally set down rather than make alterations simply for the sake of achieving consistency of style”.
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                         1.1.08
CATEGORIES OF MEMBERSHIP

Unless otherwise indicated full details of the following categories are given in the 
Rules Book, which is available from the Administration Office.

1. Ordinary Members

2. Six Day Members – Sunday to Friday incl.

3. Five Day Members – Monday to Friday incl.

4. Country Members
5. Non-Playing Members

6. Temporary Members

7. Junior Members

8. Ex. Junior Members    (Note 1)

9. Ex. Junior Country Members

10. Members of Aberdeen University Golf Club

11. Honorary Members

12. Honorary Life Members

13. Senior Members

14. Silverburn Members

15. Veteran Members

16.
Club Employees    (Note 2)

17.
Non Play and Country Former Members who re-apply for Ordinary membership,       can pay a pro rata fee to play until such time as a place becomes available.











1.1.08
Note 1    (Ex Junior Members)
This category is limited to a maximum of 30 and covers age group 18 to 24 and can, if circumstances permit, enable an 18 year old ex Junior to effectively gain Ordinary Membership without joining the waiting list and enjoy the reduced annual subscription available to all Members under the age of 25 years.

Entry from Junior to Ex Junior category is not automatic and is dependent on availability and in the event of more potential applicants than spaces a selection process will apply.

Full details can be obtained from the Administration Office.

Note 2    (Club Employees)

This is an exceptional category of membership introduced in May 1998 and is of limited application.

Details can be obtained from the Administration Office.

Note 3 (Freedom of the Green)

A privilege that can be offered by the Council of the day to an appropriate candidate.

With the following conditions:

(a)
The candidate will have no voting rights.

(b)
The candidate will not be able to sign on guests.

(c)
The candidate will not be able to enter Club competitions. 

1.8.98

REGULATIONS FOR STARTING

1. A starting timesheet shall be in operation every day.

2. On Saturday Medal and Stableford days April to September tee times between the hours of 7.30 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. are bookable up to two weeks in advance.

On Sunday Medal days from April to September all times between 7.30 and 10.00 a.m. are bookable in advance (19.6.06).
Booking conditions are as follows:-

(a) The Member must personally call at the Clubhouse and book the time on the noticeboard in the Golfers Corridor.

(b) The Member booking a time may add names of playing partners alongside his own name.   The understanding is that those named on the timesheet will play at the times stated.   Anyone unable to play should endeavour to delete his name thereby making the time available to another Member.

(c) No fourballs before 10.00 a.m.

3. Medals and Stablefords should be played in threes but fourballs are not acceptable in these competitions.

4. Reservations may not be made by telephone.

5. Where pre booking, as per above, is not applicable, on arrival at the Club Members must reserve their tee time only on the timesheet in the Pro Shop or Clubhouse before commencement of play.   This has a dual purpose, namely:

(1) It allows Council to monitor course utilisation.

(2) In the event of a member being urgently required it lets the Administration Office know when the member teed off and therefore where they are likely to be found on the course.

6. At the Spring and Autumn Meetings no competitor may start before 7.30 a.m. or after 3.30 p.m. unless otherwise directed by Council.

7. At least a fortnight prior to the dates of these two meetings a starting timesheet shall be put up in the Clubhouse for members to enter their names opposite the times at which they propose to start.

8. In monthly Medals and Stablefords April to September no competitor may start before 7.30 a.m. or after 3.00 p.m. on Saturdays or after 4.00 p.m. on Sundays.

19.6.2012
9. Throughout the year monthly competitions are timed as under:

1st Saturday

-
Medal

2nd Sunday

-
Medal

3rd Saturday

-
Stableford

4th Wednesday

-
Medal

In addition extra Sunday Medals may take place.   Details of the timing of the additional Medals will be posted on the Notice Board.

10. Fourballs (members only) will be allowed on Saturday Medal and Stableford days after 10.00 a.m.   The four players names should be entered on the booking sheet.        
11. Members may not introduce guests before 3.00 p.m. on Saturdays or before 10.30 a.m. on Sundays on the Championship Course.

12. Members are advised to check forthcoming tee reservations publicised on the RAGC website www.royalaberdeengolf.com or on the Notice Board e.g. for Seniors’ competitions or Senior inter club matches, ladies competitions, visitors etc. in order to minimise the possibility of their arranging a game/match only to discover on turning up to play that the tee has been reserved for a period.

However, as further tee reservations may have been granted since a Member last checked the Notice Board it is always advisable to check (telephone) the Administration Office to establish if there are restrictions affecting access to the 1st tee around the time they intend playing.

13. The blue tees are reserved for limited Club competitions but Members are free to play from any of the other tees at any time.   In recognised Club competitions all participants must play from the competition designated tee for that day.

14. A junior (no more than one per tee time) with a handicap of 12 or less may play with a member between 11.30 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. on Medal and Stableford Saturdays.

15. When weather conditions are considered to be dangerous (low visibility) the Professional Shop staff have the authority to close the course.

16.
A claxon will be sounded when thunder and lightening is present and members, their guests and visitors are advised to leave the course immediately.    Outwith Pro Shop hours please refer to the Rules of Golf (page 51) Rule 6-8. 

             31.7.2012

RULES FOR PRACTICE PLAY

1. The existing practice areas are between the 1st and 18th holes of the Championship Course and the practice short game area adjacent to the Clubhouse/2nd hole of the Silverburn Course and are available for practice at all times.   Precedence is to be given to the Professional whilst teaching.

2. Practice putting is allowed on the putting green beside the 1st tee of the Championship Course and the putting green adjacent to the Ladies’ Clubhouse i.e. practice pitching/chipping to either of the putting greens is forbidden.

3. There are no other practice facilities available and therefore practice outwith the above established area(s) is not acceptable.

However it is permissible for a Member playing on his own on either course to play two balls.
























1.1.08
RULES OF MATCH PLAY

1. The first-named in each tie is the Challenger.

2. When a tie is due to be played by a definite date the Challenger must offer three reasonable dates to his opponent.    One of the dates should be a weekend.

3. Failure by the Challenger to do so will result in his opponent being declared the winner.

4. Any dispute shall be referred to the Match and Handicap Convenor whose decision will be final.   This will result in one player/couple being awarded the tie or both players/couples being disqualified.

5. It is the responsibility of the Winner of any tie to enter his name on the relevant competition draw sheet.


6. See also Rules for Club Competitions (page 24).






































16.04.02

ABERDEEN LADIES GOLF CLUB

1. RIGHTS OF PLAY

Members of Aberdeen Ladies Golf Club may play on the Silverburn Course and/or the Championship Course at any time subject to the provisos set out in TIMES OF PLAY below.   Royal Aberdeen Golf Club shall determine the amount payable by Aberdeen Ladies Golf Club and notify them of the amount no later than 31st October of each year and which shall be payable on 1st March of the following year.

2. TIMES OF PLAY

Ladies shall be entitled to play at any time except on the Championship Course on non competition Saturdays when they may play only after 2.00 p.m.    On competition Saturdays they may play only after 3.30 p.m.    Ladies’ medals are usually on the first Tuesday and 3rd Thursday of the month and the tee is reserved for designated times for them.    Throughout the year there are other recognised special Ladies competitions on the Championship Course when the tee is reserved for them.   See monthly fixture list on noticeboard in Golfers’ Corridor for times which will apply.

On Ladies Draw Days the tee is not reserved for designated times and ladies wishing to participate, on the Championship Course, must, on arrival at the Club, reserve their tee time only on the timesheet in the Pro Shop before commencement of play.    Reservations may not be made by telephone.

3. GUESTS

Ordinary Members of Aberdeen Ladies’ Golf Club may on payment of current fees for guests, introduce lady or gentleman guests to the Silverburn Course and/or to the Championship Course.   Payment to be made at the Aberdeen Ladies Golf Club Clubhouse.

4. NUMBER OF MEMBERS

The Ladies’ Club shall consist of not more than 201 Ordinary members and such numbers of the other categories of membership as the Ladies’ Club shall prescribe.   The number of ordinary members may be altered under such conditions as the Council of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club shall prescribe but the number may not be increased without the consent of the Ladies’ Club.

5. MANAGEMENT OF THE COURSES

The Golf Courses are under the control of the Council of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club which is responsible for the expenses of upkeep and for the regulating of play.   Any dispute regarding play shall be referred to the Council for a decision, but any disputes which may arise in competitions of the Ladies’ Club shall be referred to the Committee of that Club for a decision.











1.3.2012
6. RIGHT TO NOTICE

The Royal Aberdeen Golf Club reserves the power to terminate at any time the right of the Ladies’ Club to play on either course on giving the Ladies’ Club one year’s notice.   Should this power be exercised the Royal Aberdeen Golf Club will compensate the Ladies’ Club for their Clubhouse as presently erected and any additions thereto which may be made with the approval of the Council, by paying them the value thereof as may be fixed by mutual valuation and failing agreement by the District Valuer.

7. OTHER RULES AND REGULATIONS

The Ladies’ Club shall have power to make such other rules and regulations as they may consider necessary for the management of the Ladies’ Club and of the Clubhouse which is the property of that Club.

8.
PROFESSIONAL

The Professional of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club is available to Members of Aberdeen Ladies’ Golf Club for tuition.




































1.7.01

RULES FOR JUNIOR MEMBERS

GENERAL NOTES

1. A Junior Member is one who is not yet aged 18 years by the 1st September in any year.

2. Membership in this category is for a period not exceeding twelve months at a time and is renewable annually.

3. There is a limit of 100 in the Junior Members category.

RULES

1. With the exception of the winter months (October to March inclusive) no play is permitted on the Championship Course:

(a) on Member Competition Saturdays until 3.00 p.m. and on non-Competition Saturday (i.e. on Junior Competition Saturdays) until 2.30 p.m.

(b) on the 4th Wednesday of each month between 4.00 – 6.30 p.m. from April to September.

(c) on the 2nd Sunday of each month between 9.00 – 10.30 a.m. and between 12.00 noon and 2.00 p.m.

During the winter months, play is permitted on the Championship course by prior arrangement with and at the discretion of the Professional.


16.12.08
2. Junior Competitions are played on different Saturdays, Sundays and Wednesdays from Ordinary Members competitions and Juniors are granted 30 minute tee reservations on such occasions by arrangement between the Junior Convener and the Director of Golf

3. Junior competitions are played off the same medal tees as Members.

4. The tee of the day, other than medal days, is the yellow tee.   Junior Members shall play from the tee of the day.

5. Junior Members without an official Championship Course handicap (28 or less) are NOT allowed to play on the Championship Course and are restricted to the Silverburn Course.

6. Junior Members may partner Members but not compete in the Sunday Medal and/or Wednesday Medal competitions.

7. Junior Members may not introduce visitors to either Course or the Clubhouse. 
8. Junior Members should observe the Rules of Golf, particularly the section on Etiquette.   They should play without delay.   If a player has lost his golf ball and his partners are assisting in a search for it they should immediately signal to oncoming players to play through and they should not continue play until those players have passed and are out or range.
9. The Club Constitution, Bye-Laws and Regulations must be strictly observed.

10. Members of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club have priority at all times on the first tee, practice areas including putting greens and the Courses.

11. On occasion where visitors have made a tee reservation in advance they will take priority over Juniors.

12. Junior Members are restricted to practice putting on the putting green beside the 1st tee of the Championship Course for a period of 10 minutes prior to teeing off when the course is busy.


13. A junior (no more than one per tee time) with a handicap of 12 or less may play with a member between 11.30 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. on Medal and Stableford Saturdays.

1.1.08
REGULATIONS FOR STUDENT MEMBERS

1. All matches must have the prior permission of the Council of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club.

2. Each Member must be specifically instructed by the Captain of Aberdeen University Golf Club that he will be held bound by the Rules of Golf and by the Rules, Bye-Laws and Regulations of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club.

3. Priority shall be given to Members of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club at all times.

4. Any Member reported as a habitual offender of these Rules and Regulations shall be dismissed from the Membership.

5. A copy of these Regulations shall be handed to each student member by the Captain of the A.U.G.C. in October of each year.

6. Student Members are not permitted to book times in advance.

In other words Student Members can only turn up and play if the tee is available. 

Members always have precedence should they wish to exercise it.

7. Student Members are subject to the following restrictions:

No play is permitted on the Championship Course:


(a) on Competition Saturdays until 3.0 p.m.

on Non-Competition Saturdays until 2.30 p.m.

(b) on the 4th Wednesday of each month between 2.0 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. from April to September.

(c) on the 2nd Sunday of each month between 9.0 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. and between 12.00 noon and 2.00 p.m.

8. On occasions where Visitors have pre-booked a tee time they will take priority over Student members otherwise Visitors do not take priority i.e. if any visitors turn up without a booking, and are accommodated, they reserve their time on the time sheet like any other Member and, as such, do not outrank Student Members.
9. Student Members are not permitted to introduce guests to the Courses or the Clubhouse.


10. Student members, on every occasion that they play, are required to present their Student membership card containing their photograph to the Director of Golf or his Deputy.

11. Student members are issued with a coloured bag tag indicating their student membership and are required to display this.

1.1.08
BAR. CLUBHOUSE & DRESS CODE
1. OPENING HOURS

Hours and opening times are displayed on the noticeboard in the Members’ room.
2. GUESTS

Guests, having been signed in by members in the normal way, (see Rules for Guests) may be admitted to the Clubhouse, Main Lounge and Old Bar, as guests at any time.

3. DRESS CODE

Dress for all Members, Members’ Guests and Visitors shall be smart.   Tee shirts, collarless shirts, denim jeans, shorts and trainers are not permitted on the Courses or in the Clubhouse.
Ladies may wear skirts or capri pants. (16.7.2013)
No metal spikes allowed in the Old Bar.     (17.8.2000).
No hats to be worn in the Clubhouse.   (20.1.2000)

Caddies are expected to conform to Members’ dress code on the Courses.

Conventional jackets and ties must be worn in the Main Lounge and Dining Room by all male Members and their male guests.   Ladies are expected to dress appropriately.

Members, Members’ Guests and Visitors are not permitted to change in the car park.

4.
MOBILE PHONES

Mobile phones are not permitted in the Clubhouse (apart from the phone area in the vestibule), Professional’s shop or anywhere on the Club grounds.












1.1.08
PERMANENT STAFF EMPLOYED AT ROYAL ABERDEEN GOLF CLUB

A list of current staff is displayed on the Council noticeboard in the Members’ room.






















1.8.98

RULES FOR VISITORS

1. Visitors whose permanent residence is outside a radius of 100 miles from the Clubhouse may be introduced as visitors to the Clubhouse and courses on payment of a green fee.

2. Council gives approval to outings to the course(s) and this may result in visitors whose permanent residence is within a radius of 100 miles from the Clubhouse being granted dispensation to play although contravening relevant Rule 2 (p).

3. Visitors are allowed to play within the following times – Monday and Wednesday from 10.00 - 11.30 a.m. and 2.00 - 3.30 p.m., Friday from 10.00 – 11.00 a.m. and 2.30 – 3.30 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday from 11.04 – 12.00 noon and 2.00 – 3.30 p.m.    Weekends - after 3.30 p.m.    Additional visitor times are available on weekdays (2 balls only) between 8.00 and 8.30 a.m.   No visitors on Wednesday medal days.   Other times at the discretion of the Secretary.   (16.7.2013)
4. Handicap certificate or letter of introduction is required from all visitors.

5. Visitors may use caddy cars without restriction.

6. Lady visitors may use caddy cars on either course without restriction.

7. Security of valuables - All visitors using the Clubhouse are advised to ensure they have taken maximum precautions regarding their valuables.   Lockers and security boxes are available in the Gentlemen Visitors’ Room.   There are changing facilities and toilets available for Ladies and there are lockers available in this area.   Royal Aberdeen Golf Club will not accept liability for any loss of personal equipment by any Members, Members’ Guest or Visitor.

8. Visitors are only allowed to book a time if an acknowledged reservation has been made.

9. Visitors with a handicap of above 24 are restricted to the Silverburn Course but the Secretary may exercise his discretion if a visiting party comprises some members with higher handicaps.

10. Reciprocal arrangements for other Cubs are limited.   See under “Reciprocal arrangements with other Clubs”.

11. Full Visitors fees or Members’ Guests fees are due as appropriate prior to play.
12. Local professionals from other Clubs are granted courtesy of the course(s) but are limited to one round per month.   The Secretary keeps a separate record of all occasions and names in this category.

13. Visitors are allowed access to the Main Lounge and Old Bar subject to the same dress codes as Members.
         
21.8.01

RULES FOR GUESTS

1.
Members may introduce Male Guests to the Clubhouse at any time and Courses on payment of a guest green fee.     They may also introduce Lady Guests to the Main Lounge, Old Bar, Dining Room and Ladies’ Changing Room.   There are certain playing time restrictions for Guests (see 6 below).


A guest whose permanent address is within a radius of 100 miles of the Clubhouse may be introduced to the Clubhouse at any time but, if playing golf, for one day only in any calendar month whether it be on the Championship Course or the Silverburn Course.   It is the responsibility of the Member to ensure that his Guest has not already played in the month.   Green fees must be paid by the Member before play at the Pro Shop or to the Clubhouse Manager if the Pro Shop is closed.

2. Members must enter the name(s) of their Guest(s) in the books provided for the purpose.

There is a Guest Book in the Clubhouse (Old Bar) where Clubhouse entry only is applicable and/or where green fees are payable in the absence of the Club Professional(s).

3. Guests must be accompanied by the introducing Member both in the Clubhouse and on the Course(s).   Guests shall not be supplied with excisable liquor in the Clubhouse unless in the company of the introducing Member.

4. Members must play with their Guests, or Guests will be taken to be Visitors for whom the Visitors’ green fee will apply.   Members’ guests may use the facilities of the Main Locker Room.   Guests are allowed access to the Main Lounge and Old Bar subject to the same dress codes as Members.   (18.7.06).
5. A current list of Members’ Guest fees is displayed on the noticeboard in the Members’ room.

6. Members’ Guests may not play:

(a) between 4.00 and 6.45 p.m. on the Championship Course on a Wednesday Medal day.

(b) before 3.00 p.m. on the Championship Course on Saturdays.

(c) before 10.30 a.m. on the Championship Course on Sundays.

7. Members including Country Members may introduce up to three Guests at any one time.

8.
Members may pre-book a tee time on Balgownie Links (weekdays only) for guests who live outwith a radius of 100 miles of the Club.    A non-refundable payment of £60 per tee time is payable by credit card at least seven days in advance of play through the Administration Office.   Members may enjoy this facility twice during the set period but cannot book consecutive times.   On the day of play the member and his guests should report to the Pro Shop to complete the signing in process.   This facility is also available to full members of Aberdeen Ladies Golf Club.

21.5.2013 


RULES FOR TEE RESERVATIONS

Handicap certificates or letters of introduction are required for both above situations.

Currently Members can introduce guests at a concessionary guest rate provided no tee reservation is made in advance of date of visit.    Advanced tee reservations guaranteeing a time of play will require payment of full relevant fee.

Visitors are allowed to play within the following times – Monday and Wednesday from 10.00 - 11.30 a.m. and 2.00 - 3.30 p.m., Friday from 10.00 – 11.00 a.m. and 2.30 – 3.30 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday from 11.04 – 12.00 noon and 2.00 – 3.30 p.m.    Weekends - after 3.30 p.m.    Additional visitor times are available on weekdays (2 balls only) between 8.00 and 8.30 a.m.   No visitors on Wednesday medal days.   Other times at the discretion of the Secretary.
      16.12.08
RULES RE CADDY CARS
There are no restrictions on the use of caddy cars.












1.7.01

RECIPROCAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH OTHER CLUBS

A list of Royal overseas Clubs with whom full, six day, five day and senior members of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club enjoy reciprocal arrangements is displayed on the Council noticeboard in the Golfers corridor.     
(a) Full members will enjoy courtesy of the course for two days and thereafter 50% of the current visitors green fee will be payable for a maximum of five days, making seven days in total, per calendar year.

(b) A tee reservation should be made in advance and a letter of introduction brought along on the day of play stating class of membership and handicap.

(c) Country or Non Playing Members are not entitled to use reciprocal rights.

(d) Visiting members will not be permitted to bring guests.

COURTESY OF THE COURSE

1. UK PGA Professionals may enjoy courtesy of the Course(s) but this is limited to twice per annum. 
2. Overseas PGA Professionals enjoy a 50% discount on the current green fee.

3. Greenkeepers may be granted courtesy of the Course(s) but only on the invitation of the Course Manager.   

4.
Captains and Secretaries of UK Golf Clubs may be granted courtesy and then only if they have written in advance.    In addition the privilege, if granted, is for one day in any calendar year.

5.
The Professional Shop to keep appropriate records.

17.6.08
APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP

All applications for membership are the responsibility of the Secretary and Council who will consider and acknowledge as appropriate.

At the AGM on 10th May 2013 it was agreed that as well as one proposer an applicant would now require two seconders.

At a meeting on 20th October 2009 Council agreed to increase the Registration Fee from £20 to £50.   On the 1st March 2010 there will be an annual charge of £50 to maintain their place on the waiting list which will entitle the applicant and a guest to play one round of golf per annum over Balgownie Links.


























1.8.98

SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICES

Notices for subscription payment will be the responsibility of the Administration Office.

Payment of subscriptions to be made to Royal Aberdeen Golf Club and sent to the Honorary Treasurer at the Club who will be responsible for maintaining club membership records correctly as regards timeous payment etc.

There is a facility for Ordinary, Six Day and Senior members to pay subscriptions by direct debit over a ten month period (April to January) and a bank mandate can be obtained from the Administration Office.

The Administration Office will be responsible for notifying Council annually on 30th September of any subscriptions due and unpaid and take instructions re action to be embarked on for collection.












1.1.08
RULES FOR CLUB COMPETITIONS
In all Club match play competitions e.g. Hayne Cup etc. dates are set by which individual rounds are due to be played.

The challenger should contact his opponent as soon as possible and offer three dates (one at a weekend).

The challenged is also encouraged to get in touch should the challenger fail to make early contact.

In exceptional circumstances (not holidays) an extension may be granted through the office of the Secretary.

If the Secretary is not contacted he is authorised to delete the relevant challenger’s name on the day after the due date for the tie to be played and his opponent will automatically progress to the next round.   The onus, therefore, is always on the challenger to instigate arrangements and avoid problems but if their opponent is aware of potential difficulties in availability he should let the challenger know as soon as possible.

All entrants in Club competitions are expected to liaise and co-operate to ensure all competitions are played in the right spirit and completed in time.

Where there is a closing date for a club competition no late entries will be accepted.

If the above procedure is not followed the appropriate action will be taken to progress the competition.    All match rules and disputes are taken by the M&H conveners.
Members can reserve a time for a Club competition tie by booking in person in the Pro Shop (no telephone bookings).   Times bookable are weekdays after 3.30 p.m.

10.12.2013
RULES FOR ALL MONTHLY MEDAL AND STABLEFORD COMPETITIONS

1. Competitors are required to enter their names in the computer or, if the computer is down, the substituted Competition Entry Sheet in the Clubhouse or the Professional’s Shop prior to commencing play.   On completion of the round competitors are required to enter their score into the computer (unless computer is down) and then post card into Competition Box.   To enter a medal during the non counting months, members must print their name on the entry sheet as there is no entry by computer.

2. Those wishing to take part in the optional sweepstake must enter their name in the sheet provided for this purpose and place a tick in the relevant column and must place the appropriate money in the cash box prior to commencing play.

3. Each competition, except the Wednesday Medal, shall be played in two handicap sections:

Class I


-
Scratch to 14

Class II

-
15 to 28

4.
The winners, or those tying for first place, of each of the monthly competitions, qualify to play off annually for the appropriate prize.   In the event of a tie in the respective finals those tying will play a further round to determine the winner.    If there is still a tie there will be a “sudden death” play off with strokes taken at appropriate holes.





Saturday Medal

June





Wednesday Medal

June





Sunday Medal


September





Saturday Stableford

September

5.
Members’ guests may not play between 4.00 – 6.45 p.m. on a Wednesday Medal day 

or before 3.00 p.m. on Saturdays or 10.30 a.m. on Sundays.

6.
The names of the winners of the two sections of the Saturday and Sunday Monthly medals shall be engraved on Medals presented by the Club.   There is only one winner of the Stableford final and the prize is the Mathieson Quaich Division 1 – quaich + medal.     Division 2 – medal only.

7.
Temporary members may compete in all the monthly competitions.

8. Minor members may partner Members but may not compete in the Sunday Medal and/or Wednesday Medal competitions.

9. Handicaps shall be those in force at the time of play.

10. The Council shall decide any matters that may arise in the competitions.

11. Medals and Stablefords should be played in threes.




16.4.02

12. The winners of the extra Sunday and Wednesday medals will be eligible to play in the medal finals.

         





         
13.
Medal and Stableford finals to be played off the white tees.


          16.05.17
COCK O’ THE GREEN SCRATCH MEDAL

1. This competition will be run in conjunction with the Saturday medals;  the winner each month will be the competitor with the best scratch score and shall be entitled to call himself the “Cock o’ the Green”.

2. After 12 monthly competitions the winners will play off for the Medal which shall have the winner’s name engraved and which the winner will be entitled to retain for one year.

3. In the event of a tie in the final those tying will play off to determine the winner.   If these is still a tie there will be a “sudden death” play off.

SPRING  MEETING

1.
A stroke-play competition will be played on the Saturday in May immediately following the Annual General Meeting each year.    A starting sheet will be made available on the noticeboard and no late entries will be accepted after the closing date.
2.
 The competition will be open only to Membership Categories 1,4,6,8,11,12,13,15 & 16.
3.

1st Scratch Prize 

-
H.R.H. Prince Leopold’s Cup



2nd Scratch Prize

-
Johnston Cup



Handicap Prize

-
Silver Cross

4. Ties for the above awards will be resolved by means of a further round of stroke-play.   If there is still a tie there will be a “sudden death” play off with strokes taken at appropriate holes for the Handicap Prize.

5.
Competitors are required to enter their names in the computer or, if the computer is down, the substituted Competition Entry Sheet.    Normal optional sweepstake conditions apply.   (see page 25(2)).

6.
Overseas members without a valid UK handicap are permitted to play using the SGU calculation i.e. their handicap is multiplied by the slope rating (142) and divided by 113. 












20.06.08
AUTUMN MEETING

1. A stroke-play competition will be played on the 2nd Saturday in September each year.   A starting sheet will be made available on the noticeboard and no late entries will be accepted after the closing date.
2.
The competition will be open only to Membership categories 1,4,6,8,11,12,13,15 & 16.
3.

1st Scratch Prize
-
Gold Medal



2nd Scratch Prize
-
Charles Chalmers Cup



Handicap Prize
-
Mrs Fordyce’s Gold Cross

4.
Ties for the above awards will be resolved by means of a further round of stroke-play.   If there is still a tie there will be a “sudden death” play off with strokes taken at appropriate holes for the handicap prize.

4. Competitors are required to enter their names in the computer or, if the computer is down, the substituted Competition Entry Sheet.   Normal optional sweepstake conditions apply.   (see page 25(2)).

6.
Overseas members without a valid UK handicap are permitted to play using the SGU calculation i.e. their handicap is multiplied by the slope  rating (142) and divided by 113. 

20.06.08
RULES FOR THE ADAM CUP (CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP)

AND J.K. HALL QUAICH

1. The Cup shall be played for annually on days to be fixed by the Council.   This competition is open to members in Categories 1,8,11,12,13,15 & 16 with handicaps of 8 and under and shall take place, if possible, shortly after the Spring Meeting in each year.

2. The competition shall be divided into two stages.   In the first stage, the competitors shall play, without handicap, two rounds of stroke-play on dates to be fixed by the Council.   The 16 players with the lowest scores in the first stage shall take part in the second stage.   Any tie shall be resolved by a count back of the last 9, 6 or 3 holes.

In the second stage the competitors shall play by match play, each round consisting of 18 holes, the players playing from scratch.

3. If two players halve their match they will play on until one or other wins a hole.

4. The winner for the year will have his name engraved on the Cup and will retain it for one year.   He will also receive a golf memento.

5. The foregoing rules may be altered or modified by the Council as necessary and any dispute shall be referred to the Council for decision.

6. In the event of postponement of a qualifying round or cancellation of a round due to bad weather, the full round will be re-played on the following Saturday.

7. Competitors are required to enter their names in the Competition Book in the Pro Shop or Clubhouse prior to commencing each qualifying round.

8. The final will be refereed by the Match and Handicap Convener.

9. A Member’s handicap applies at time of entering the competition.

10. No late entries will be accepted after the closing date.
11. A Member may not move his time once it is allocated. 

J.K. HALL QUAICH

1. The player with the lowest aggregate scratch score in the qualifying rounds of the “Adam Cup” wins this trophy which he retains for one year.

2. Any tie shall be resolved by a further round of stroke-play.   If there is still a tie there will be a “sudden death” play off.

30.11.12

RULES FOR THE DAVIDSON OF BALNAGASK TROPHY

1. The Competition, open to members with handicaps from 9 to 14 inclusive, shall be run on the same lines as the Adam Cup, 16 qualifiers (scratch) on the same dates.

2. The final will be refereed by the Assistant Match and Handicap Convener.

1.8.98

RULES FOR MITCHELL ROSS TROPHY

1. The player with the lowest aggregate scratch score in the qualifying rounds of the “Davidson of Balnagask” Trophy wins this trophy which he retains for one year.

2. Any tie shall be resolved by a further round of stroke-play.   If there is still a tie there be a “sudden death” play off.

NOTE:
Since stroke-play is used to determine the qualifiers for the match play stage of the Adam Cup and the Davidson of Balnagask Trophy, an automatic draw is used, based on the qualifying position of each qualifier i.e. the leading qualifier I number 1 in the draw, the second is number 2 and so on.   The draw for the Adam Cup and Davidson of Balnagask Trophy will be according to the undernoted format.


1)
____________________
)
____________________

16) )

8)
____________________
)
____________________

9) )

5)
____________________
)
____________________

12) )

4)
____________________
)
____________________

13) )

3)
____________________
)
____________________

14) )

6)
____________________
)
____________________


11)
7)
____________________
)
____________________

            10)

2)
____________________
)
____________________

15) )

1.8.98
RULES FOR THE JAMES WILLIAMS FOURSOMES

1. The Cup shall be played for annually on days to be fixed by the Council.   The competition is open to members of the Club in categories 1,6,8,11,12,13,15 &16 and no late entries will be accepted after the closing date.
2. The competition shall take the form of a Foursomes Tournament by match play under handicap.

3. The handicap shall be half the combined handicaps of the couples.   Half a stroke or a larger fraction shall be counted as one stroke and lesser fractions shall be ignored.

4. If a match be halved, play will continue until a hole is won, handicaps being taken as if a full round were being played.

5. Should the couples drawn together in any round agree to play their match before the specified time they may do so but, on failure to do so, the side which is ready to start at the proper time shall be forward to the next round.

6. The winners for the year shall receive a prize.

7.
The foregoing rules may be altered by the Council as the occasion should necessitate.   Any dispute arising shall be referred to the decision of the Council.

RULES FOR THE VETERAN’S TROPHY

This trophy shall normally be played for annually during the month of June.

The competition is open to Members of the Club over 60 years of age in categories 1,6,11, 12,13,15 &16.












1.8.98

RULES FOR THE HAYNE CUP – SPRING AND SUMMER

1. The Cup shall be played for annually on days to be fixed by the Council.   This Competition is open to members of the Club in categories 1,6,8,11,12,13,15 & 16 and no late entries will be accepted after the closing date.
2. The Competition shall take the form of a Tournament by match play under handicap.

3. If a match be halved play will continue until a hole is won, strokes being taken as if a full round were being played.

4. Should two players who are drawn together in any round mutually agree to play their match before its specified time they may do so.   Failing such an agreement the player who is ready to start at the proper time will be entitled to go forward into the next round.

5. The winner for the year shall have his name engraved on the Cup and retain it for one year.   The winner and the runner-up will each receive a memento.

6. The foregoing rules may be altered and modified by the Council and any dispute arising which is not provided for in the foregoing rules shall be decided by the Council.

7. Members who encounter a walkover due to an opponent not turning up to play in the 1st round should report this to the Professional Shop in order that a letter may be sent to the offending players.







(16.2.2002).

RULES FOR THE WILSON VASE

1. Rules shall be as for the Hayne Cup with the exception that it is open only to Ordinary Members with handicaps of 15 and over.

2. Play shall be from the yellow tees.

RULES FOR THE WILLIAM GARDEN TROPHY – AUTUMN AND WINTER

1. Rules for Hayne Cup apply.

2. The winner and the runner-up will each receive a prize.







1.1.08
RULES FOR THE ROBERT ARCHIBALD MIXED FOURSOMES

1. The Competition shall take the form of a series of mixed foursomes competitions each summer.

2. Dates of play shall be decided by the Council.

3. Competing partnerships shall come from members of Aberdeen Ladies’ Golf Club and Royal Aberdeen Golf Club.

4. Ladies will play off the 1st tee.

5. The couple with the highest points aggregate from three of five rounds shall be the winners.

6. Handicap per couple is ½ combined total.

RULES FOR THE BI-CENTENARY MEDAL

(Instituted in the Bi-Centenary year – 1980)

1. On the Saturday nearest to 2nd September (the date of the Club’s inauguration) each year there shall be competitions on the same basis as Saturday monthly medals.

2. In the event of postponement or cancellation of the round, the Competition shall be played on the first available medal Saturday.

3. In the event of a tie those tying will play a further round of stroke play under handicap.   If there is still a tie there will be a “sudden death” play off with strokes taken at appropriate holes.

4. Competitors are required to enter their names in the computer or, if the computer is down, the substituted competition entry sheet prior to commencing each round.

Those wishing to participate in the optional sweepstake must enter their name in the sheet provided for this purpose and place the appropriate money in the cash box prior to commencing each round.



































1.8.98

RULES FOR THE BI-CENTENARY STROKE PLAY CHAMPIONSHIP

1. The competition shall be a 72 holes stroke play (scratch) Championship to be played over one or two consecutive weekends in late August annually.

2. Entry is restricted to members of 8 handicap or less.

3. In the event of a tie there will be a further round of stroke play.   If there is still a tie, the best last 9, 6, 3 or failing 1 hole shall determine the winner or if there is still a tie there will be a “sudden death” play off.

4. In the event of a postponement due to bad weather alternative date(s) will be fixed by the Council.

RULES FOR THE BI-CENTENARY STROKE PLAY CHAMPIONSHIP 

(SIX DAY MEMBERS ONLY)
1. The competition shall be a 36 hole stroke play (scratch) Championship to be played on the same Sunday as the above Competition. 

2. There is no restriction on handicap.

3. In the event of a tie there will be a further round of stroke play.   If there is still a tie, the best last 9, 6, 3 or failing 1 hole shall determine the winner or if there is still a tie there will be a “sudden death” play off.

4. In the event of a postponement due to bad weather alternative date(s) will be fixed by the Council.

RULES FOR THE D.R. MACDONALD TROPHY

1. The Competition shall take the form of a four ball matchplay competition under handicap.

2. Play will take place on dates to be fixed by the Council in the months of November, December, January, February and March.

3. Handicap stroke allowance is ¾ difference in handicap from the lowest handicap man in the group who goes to zero.

4. Play over all 18 holes.   Hole difference over the league period will decide the winner in the event of a tie.   Two points will be awarded for a match win, one for a draw.   If one pair does not show, the match will be awarded to their opponents (i.e. two points for a walk over).   No points will be awarded if neither pair show or play.   Each pair is allowed one substitute per match.   The choice of substitute is not limited to those on the ‘substitutes pool’ list.   Should Balgownie Links be closed, the match on that day will be played on the Silverburn Course.   The winners of each league will qualify for the semi-finals, with the two resultant winners playing off in the final.   


RULES FOR THE CHRISTMAS COMPETITION

This Competition will be played as a forerunner to the Lunch held each year in the Clubhouse.   Details will be advised prior to the date selected.

RULES FOR THE BILL MICHIE PRIZE

1. The sum of £200 was invested on 1st September 1978 to create a prize for Members of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club who have a hole in one stroke at the eighth hole of the Long Course in a recognised Club Competition.

2. Interest on said sum is accumulated and annual on 1st September any member eligible for the Prize shall receive the accrued interest (less tax).

3. If more than one member is eligible in a year for the prize it will be divided equally between or among them.

4. The Council’s decision on distribution of the Prize and the amount thereof in any one year shall be final.

5. These prizes are open to membership categories 1,2,3,4,6,8,11,12,13,15 & 16.

RULES FOR THE IAN SHEPHERD PRIZE

1. The sum of £500 was invested on 1st September 1984 to create a prize for Members of Royal Aberdeen Golf Club who have a hole in one stroke at the eleventh hole of the Long Course in a recognised Club Competition.

2. Interest on said sum is accumulated and annually on 1st September any Member eligible in a year for the Prize shall receive the accrued interest (less tax).

3. If more than one Member is eligible in a year for the Prize it will be divided equally between or among them.

4. The Council’s decision on distribution of the Prize and the amount thereof in any one year shall be final.

5. These prizes are open to membership categories 1,2,3,4,6,8,11,12,13,15 & 16.
1.8.98

RULES FOR MARTINEAU CUP

The Martineau Cup (Handicap) is played for on Eclectic Scores in Medal and Stableford Competitions during the summer season.

In the event of a tie a countback (best inward 9, 6, 3) will apply.

RULES FOR CLARK CUP

The Clark Cup (Scratch) is played for on Eclectic Scores in Medal and Stableford Competitions during the summer season.

In the event of a tie a countback (best inward 9, 6, 3) will apply.

RULES FOR VICTORIA CUP

(SIX DAY MEMBERS ONLY)
The Victoria Quaich is played for annually and is open to Six Day Members only.   The first round of this matchplay event is played in May on the nearest Sunday to Queen Victoria’s birthday.
RULES FOR ALAN JOHNSTON CLARET JUG
The Alan Johnston Claret Jug was introduced in 2004 and  is played for annually against Aberdeen Ladies Golf Club and is open to members over 65 years of age.






















1.1.08
SPEED OF PLAY

Speed of play can be influenced by many factors e.g. weather, players’ abilities, thickness of rough, influence of time taken by televised golf, poor management of caddy cars etc.

As a rough guide Council have indicated that in normal conditions and with an empty course ahead time for a round should fall within the following parameters.



Two Ball


3 hrs - 3 hrs 15 mins



Three Ball


3 hrs 15 mins - 3 hours 30 mins



Four Ball


3 hrs 45 mins to 4 hrs.

Competition Days may result in slightly longer timings but no competitive round of golf should take longer than 3 hours 45 minutes.   Obviously in social games, where there are no players behind, golfers can take as long as they please but this can engender bad habits and they are encouraged to adhere to the above timings.   Members are encouraged:-

· To walk briskly between shots.

· To assist their partners, by watching them play their shots and where appropriate take a careful note of the likely landing area of a misdirected shot to facilitate quick finding.

· To position their caddy cars/bags on approaching a green where they can be quickly collected en route to the next tee.

· Not to mark scorecards on the green but instead to do so on the next tee.

· To invite players behind them to play through if:-

(a) they have fallen at least one hole behind the players in front

(b) or they are holding up the players behind.

Such action obviously has a knock on affect and the slower moving players should endeavour to match the speed of the field.

· The maximum 5 minute rule for looking for a ball (NB a rule of golf first introduced to the game in 1815 by Aberdeen Golf Club) should be strictly observed.

· At any time if in doubt as to whether a ball may be lost a provisional should be played.

· Members who are consistently slow players and identified by Council may be asked to play their golf at times which will not impact on other members or be restricted to the Silverburn Course.

1.7.01
CLUB FLAG

Council agreed that when an existing member dies, and the administration office has been informed, the flag will be lowered to half mast on the following Saturday.    
         15.05.12

