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Fundraising for one-off appeals/sponsored events
Even if your church doesn’t have a website, it is still possible for people to give to the PCC online, with the money landing up in your bank account, and with the Gift Aid already included! 
Online fundraising pages are particularly useful for one-off appeals or sponsored events where you are seeking a wide donor base, particularly among younger people or those further afield.
Currently, MyDonate offers the best ‘return’ on donations - the only cost is the processing fee for credit or debit card transactions. They will also process the Gift Aid on your behalf. MyDonate is a not-for-profit, online fundraising service for UK charities from British Telecom (BT).

How MyDonate compares with two other popular online giving websites 
	
	 BT - MyDonate
	 Virgin Money Giving
	 JustGiving

	 Charity/church registration fee
	 None
	 £100 + VAT
	 None

	 Monthly fee
	 None
	 None
	 £15 + VAT

	
	
	
	

	 Your donor gives
	 £10
	 £10
	 £10

	 + Gift Aid
	 £2.50
	 £2.50
	 £2.50

	 ‘Commission’/’Transaction fee’ to process your donation
	 No fee
	 £0.20 
(2% of donation)
	 £0.63 

(5% of donation+Gift Aid)

	 Credit card fee
	 £0.13 (1.3%*)
	 £0.15 (1.45**)
	 £0.13 (1.3%***)

	 Total cost to your charity     
	 £0.13
	 £0.35
	 £0.76

	 Your charity receives
	 £12.37
	 £12.15
	 £11.74


* BT MyDonate: Credit card charge is 1.3%. Debit card charge is set at 15p for all transactions.

** Virgin Money Giving: Credit card charge is 1.45% (except American Express which is 1.6%). The charges for business credit and debit cards are the same as the charges shown above. The PayPal processing fee is 1.6%.
*** JustGiving: Credit card charge is 1.3%, Visa debit card charge is set at 17p for all transactions. Mastercard debit card charge is set at 16p for all transactions. The PayPal processing fee is 1.45%. 
^ JustGiving also offers a text donation service: JustTextGiving. PCCs will receive 100% of the donation, and there are no mobile phone charges to the donor. However, the issue is whether you qualify for the free sign-up service.

· If you are a UK-registered charity AND you have a charity number, you can get a free JustTextGiving account. 
· However, many PCCs are listed as ‘excepted charities’ and do not have their own charity number. In this case, the PCC will have to register through JustGiving and pay £18 per month (£15 plus VAT) to set up a JustTextGiving account alongside a web page. For some parishes the costs may exceed the level of donations received…
Stewardship has also launched a new website at www.give.net – their fees are higher than BT MyDonate’s (the ‘return’ on a £10 donation plus Gift Aid is £12.12 against BT MyDonate’s £12.37) but they are a Christian organisation and say: “We keep back a small amount from any gifts made to help pay the bills. But we’re a charity too, so there are no profits at the end of the year. Anything left goes straight back into other charitable projects.” 
You can also use Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) https://www.cafonline.org
Gift Aid processing

These services process Gift Aid claims automatically on behalf of the parish, remitting the HMRC refunds a few weeks or months later. This reduces the paperwork on one-off gifts for the parish– so especially useful when trying to attract gifts from non-members for specific projects. 
Creating your own fundraising web-pages

Many of these services also encourage supporters to create their own unique (sponsorship) fundraising web-pages where you can add details of the parish’s activities, projects and even photos. 

You will then need to promote the external website to your supporters, and the sites offer facilities to email details of the fundraising activity to family and friends asking for their support.
In each case you will need to register, providing information such as the parish’s full name and address, nominated contact’s name, role and email, details of the PCC’s main bank account and the PCC’s registration number (Charity Commission or HMRC).
Any questions?

Please contact Juliet Evans if you have any questions. A number of parishes in the diocese are already using MyDonate - and at least one has volunteered to assist any parish with setting up their fundraising web-pages. If anyone else is happy to volunteer their expertise, do let Juliet know.
Juliet Evans

Parish Resources and Stewardship Officer

The Education Centre, The Cathedral, Stag Hill, Guildford GU2 7UP

Tel: 01483 484923. Email: Juliet.evans@cofeguildford.org.uk 

(Information correct as of January 2014. Figures may vary in the future…)


