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Premier Membership
Bridge -  is knowing that the more you know, the more you know you need to know - that is it's fascination


MENTORS AVAILABLE in some areas:

Write to CHIPMONK (Chris ) at censusman42@aol.com  and he will send you the form to fill in – he will not start looking for a Mentor until the completed form is returned 

NEW POLL in BIL LIBRARY News  www.bilbridge.com
The last Poll asked for members preference for the calendar event reminders – whether to be emailed 3/2/1 days beforehand  -  the result was pretty much an even spread for all three options so the status quo will be maintained the reminders will continue to go out 2 days prior the event 

MEMBERS in PERIL: 
I am sure all members will join with me in praying that our members living in California in fear of those dreadful fires we all see on the TV news will be spared the devastation and loss and will remain out of harm’s way. 

♠    ♥    ♦    ♣


LUVS2DNCE:   Sadly I must tell you that Reba has withdrawn her weekly session she began in December 2004. Happily it is because her life has taken an exciting and happy turn for her.  She has helped many BIL members over the years and I know you will all join me in wishing her a wonderful and happy future .  She has promised to hold impromptu sessions in the BIL when she has an hour or two to spare so watch out for her and join her table 

[image: image1.wmf]Reba

MEMTI:  will be away on 16 and 23 November and on her return she tells me she will start a series on SIGNALS -  she asks that those planning on attending her sessions could start doing some  homework now on the subject -  there are some articles in the BIL Library you could start with .

PAULG:  Paul too will be away throughout November he says:
I am going on vacation in November and will not be available for any of my Monday sessions. I shall be supporting my wife at the World Scrabble Championships (http://www.wscgames.com/) in Mumbai and then we are doing the tourist trails around India.

I'll be back on December 3 with the start of my Xmas program (whatever that is).
SDOTY:  Susan too will be busy 

Would you please send out a cancellation notice for my 10/27 lectures

As far as the November schedule goes, I expect to be back for November 3 and 10. I'm not sure yet about 11/17; I'll be leaving to the Fall nationals sometime around then, but I don't know the exact date (I'll let you know once I do). I'll be gone 11/24 for Thanksgiving.

♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



Dummy

J965

KJ1096

KQ

AK

You

A843

54

AJ843

75

You
LHO
Partner
  RHO

  P
  P
  1H
   P

  1S        P          3S        P

  4S        P          P          P

The opening lead is the J of clubs, Plan the play.

Send your answers to me: bilpuzzles@bridgesights.com
The Quiz will also be loaded to the Library Quiz section in the next day or so 

♠    ♥    ♦    ♣\



(send in your news to share with members )

HOPE:  Nada reported:
TransTasman and HELP went OK ( we had 2 HELP Tables from next week I will start hopefully to play also in BIL must find some empty spots to make it regular like at the beginning.
Misho told me that he will have time to play in BIL - was thinking of playing with him and he explaining his bids and me mine (heheheheh) 
Will see when he is free may be we start a star and an Intermed ..............sessions  that are not scheduled - because he does not know when free
That is great news – thank you Nada – 

The Help tables  are a great opportunity for new members to learn about the BBO software and finding your way around and trying out starting a table etc.

That is great news re Misho -  Misho was one of the first BBO Experts to keep calling in to the BIL and helping out members back in 2003 - his tables were always very popular – he is a kind and gentle soul who can make even the most nervous feel at home.   Do keep a watch out for him 
PART 1 of a 3 part article from the “NewYorker” a member thought all would enjoy Hopefully you won’t have to get out the magnifying glass - 100% magnification was too big
[image: image2.jpg]BOOKS

TURNING TRICKS

The rise and fall of contract bridge.

BY DAVID OWEN

hen I was in ninth grade, back in

1970, we finished our geometry
textbook six weeks before the end of the
school year and spent the final grading
period studying our math teacher's prin-
cipal extracurricular passion, which was
bridge. He gave us quizzes on the Goren
bidding system, and we got so hooked
that we often dealt quick hands in the
halls, between classes. We played on
weekends, too, sometimes at tables
wreathed in marijuana smoke. Our
teacher told us that we would love play-
ing in college, as he (and most of our par-
ents) had, but by the time I got there, in
1973, nobody seemed to know anything
about it. T didn't play again until five or
six years ago, when, during a family vaca-
tion, T was reintroduced by my brother-
in-law, who had begun taking lessons as
part of his midlife crisis. Now it's the
main thing I think about when I'm not
thinking about golf.

A passion for bridge is hard to explain
to someone who doesn't share it. One at-
traction is the sense of endlessly unfold-
ing complexity: the more you learn, the
less you feel you know. Computers have
been able to beat the world's best chess
players for a decade, but—as Edward
McPherson writes in a lively, somewhat
haphazard new book, “The Backwash
Squeeze & Other Tmprobable Feats:
A Newcomer’s Journey Into the World
of Bridge” (HarperCollins; $23.95)—
they “still stink at bridge.” There are
635,013,559,600 possible bridge hands,

and a vast catalogue of approaches and
techniques and:stratagems for playing
them. (A backwash squeeze, by the way,
is an obscure offensive tactic whereby a
player, facing a certain arrangement of
cards, forces an opponent to make a cer-
tain kind of self-defeating discard.) The
best players are able to visualize their op-
ponents’ hands after just a few cards have
been played and to imagine strategies that
would never occur to the less skillful, yet
even they find the game inexhaustible.
One player told McPherson, “For people
who enjoy puzzles, this is one they will
never solve.”

As fascinating as all this is to veterans,
it hasn’t done much to rev up the young.
Recently, I competed in a regional tour-
nament conducted under the auspices of
the American Contract Bridge League,
the game’s governing body in North
America. There were separate games
open only to players aged fifty-five and
older—superfluously, since the vast ma-
jority of the tournament's entrants were
old enough to play in either division. 'm
fifty-two, and I'm almost certain that in
six half-day sessions I never sat at a table
with anyone younger, even though T was
playing in games intended for relative be-
ginners. Bridge has beneficially expanded
my acquaintance with charming, intelli-
gent widows in their seventies and eight-
ies, but I selfishly wonder what Tl do for
partners when Fm the age they are now.

People who worry about the future of
bridge don't know what to make of the

T e

sudden popularity of the pokér g.
Texas holdem. (McPherson calls poker
“the elephant in the bridge club.”) Is it
good for bridge because it's a card game
and young people like it? Or is it bad for
bridge because if's simplistic and you can
watch it on ESPN? McPherson’s teacher,
the owner of a bridge club in Manhattan,
told him, “You know, it takes thirty min-
utes to teach Texas hold'em, and in an
hour you can be as good as fifty percent of
the people playing the game. Thatwould
take years of study in bridge.” The teacher
meant this as a recommendation for
bridge; nevertheless, he also told McPher-
son, “Why don't you do a book about
something people actually want to know
about, like poker?”

Bridge players haven’t always been
racked by self-doubt. The game
evolved from the British card game whist,
which enjoyed tremendous popularity for
atleast a couple of centuries. (People who
stick to the rules in all sorts of pursuits are
said to behave “according to Hoyle,” be-
cause, in 1742, an Englishman named
Edmond Hoyle published a popular pam-
phlet on whist.) Whist, which retains a
diehard following today, is a trick-taking
game for four people, who play as two
partnerships. In its basic form—there are
many variants—the entire deck is dealt
out, face down except for the last card,
whose suit s designated trump. The player
to the left of the dealer begins the play by
laying down any card, and the three other
players lay down cards in succession, fol-
lowing suit if possible, and otherwise dis-
carding an unpromising card or playing a
trump. Each four-card trickis taken by the
highest card in the suit led, or else by the
highest trump. This sounds easy, but it
lends itself to thought-provoking compli-
cation. Edgar Allan Poe, the great ratioci-
nator, viewed a passion for whist as a sign
of mental acumen; the opening pages of
“The Murders in the Rue Morgue” are al-
most a stand-alone essay on the game’s su-
periority to chess:

Whist has long been known for its
influence upon what is termed the calculating
power; and men of the highest order of intel-
lect have been known to take an apparently
unaccountable delight in it, while eschewing §
chess as frivolous. ... The best chess-player in &
Christendom may be litcle more than the best &
player of chess; but proficiency in whist im- 2

In the nineteenforties, bridge was played in twofifths of American homes, but its complexity may be a barrier to a modern resurgence.

94 THE NEW TORROIYG g0 1




♠    ♥    ♦    ♣

I think I have published the following once before  ( it has arrived in my in box again ) – it has fun to read this ‘tongue in cheek ‘ article then so maybe some of you who didn’t see it then will enjoy it now 

Subject: Bridge is Highly Contagious-- Report from Hopkins University
 

Disease Etiology

Bridge

Bridge is a highly contagious, progressive and incurable disease. WHO estimates there are currently between 50 and 100 million infected people worldwide. Unlike other epidemics of this scale, bridge attacks primarily in developed countries. While rarely fatal, the disease has enormous negative impact on the lives of infected individuals and on the whole society.
Etiology
Earlier theories assumed that bridge is an addictive drug, much like alcohol. In 1976, however, two independent teams of Dutch and American scientists isolated Baccillus bridgeus, a very small bacteria causing bridge. This discovery explains why earlier treatment programs such as `Bridge Players Anonymous¢ were unsuccessful.
Baccillus bridgeus transmits primarily via contact with bridge players. Once inside human body, it lodges itself in the brain, where it attacks the parts responsible for higher cognitive functions. During the tertiary stage (see under symptoms) of bridge, the patient¢s brain is little more than a tool for Baccillus bridgeus to transmit itself to other victims
Origins of the epidemics
The bridge epidemic started around 1890, almost simultaneously in Great Britain and in the USA. It appears that a relatively benign bacteria causing whist mutated itself into Baccillus bridgeus. While the reasons for this mutation are not completely determined, a likely hypothesis suggests that it was a result of exposure of the whist bacteria to high doses of alcohol and boredom among civil servants in certain parts of the British Empire (mostly Egypt and India).
Symptoms and relief
Stage 1 - which is not at all unpleasant, the infected individual enjoys an occasional social game of bridge and does not think of bridge in between those. Only a small area of brain has been attacked and there are not infrequent reports of a spontaneous arrest of the disease and even of complete recovery.
Stage 2 - usually marked by the victim starting to analyze the hand just played. It can be also recognized from the fact of the patient buying the first bridge book, usually with a title like `Improve your play technique¢ or `Killing defense at bridge¢. During this stage the victim often joins a bridge club and participates in the first tournament. Once this happens, the prognosis is almost always bad.
Stage 3- can be recognized by the victim being able to name the current World Champions, winners of the Bermuda Bowl and other major tournaments. It is also marked by the patient owning a full bookshelf of bridge books and/or a subscription to a bridge magazine. At this stage the infected individual loses interest in other pursuits, is a common sight on the tournament circuit, and often dabbles in bridge theory. In extreme cases the victim neglects even the most elementary functions such as eating or personal hygiene.
While there may be periods of marked improvement, which often lull the patient and concerned relatives into a false sense of security (with the patient thinking `I can take it or I can leave it¢), it is important to recognize that a relapse is unavoidable. Nevertheless, some symptomatic relief can be achieved by simple methods such as getting the victim interested in other pursuits (sex, fly-fishing, crocheting), taking away his/her pocket money, and keeping the patient locked up during club games and local tournaments.
Cure
Currently, the only available cure for bridge is lobotomy. This is performed only in extreme cases.
Prevention
Bridge is highly contagious.
Conservative estimates indicate that it is 65 times as contagious as chess and about 5-6 times as the most infectious of the so called Nintendo viral group (which usually attack only children and adolescents and disappear, without causing any damage, upon victim¢s reaching the adulthood). Thus it is very hard to prevent a bridge infection.
One should avoid any contact whatsoever with bridge players. If complete avoidance is impossible, do not allow the infected individual talk about bridge and never, ever agree to be `introduced to bridge¢.
Recently published results of a 20-year long study by John R. Williams of the Hopkins University lead to surprising conclusions. Thus it is not particularly risky to be in company of bridge carriers, when their number is divisible by 4. On the other hand, it is extremely dangerous to be alone with 3 (or 7, 11, etc.) bridge players for a prolonged period of time (a cruise, chalet holiday, etc.). The reasons for this dichotomy are at present completely unknown and underline our lack of knowledge about Baccillus bridgeus.
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



BALANCING- PART TWO

COMPETITIVE AUCTIONS

By Caitlin

Bridge Forum

www.bridge-forum.com
Caitlin is Founder of Bridge Forum and co-author of ‘Standard Bidding with SAYC’. She can be reached at e_pomer@rogers.com.
So far, we have dealt strictly with constructive auctions (only your side is bidding). In real life, you will have opponents at the table, and many auctions will be competitive. Both sides may have a share of the high-card strength and/or a good suit. Accuracy in competitive bidding is the lifeblood of success at bridge.

You should be familiar with your possible actions when the bidding is opened by your right-hand opponent: the overcall, the jump overcall, the preempt, the 1NT overcall, the takeout double, the cuebid, and finally, but by no means the least important, pass. There are many possible benefits from entering the opponents' auction, but there are obvious dangers as well.

We will discuss entering the auction even though the opponents have made the first bid. We will also talk about how high you should compete if the auction turns competitive.

First, let's examine an important concept called "balancing."

WHEN THE OPPONENTS STOP BIDDING AT A LOW LEVEL, AND ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY FIND A GOOD TRUMP SUIT, YOU SHOULD CONSIDER BACKING INTO THE AUCTION EVEN IF YOU WERE NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO TAKE ANY DIRECT ACTION BEFORE.

There are two aims:

1. To find a makeable contract of our own

2. To drive he opposition one level higher so that we have a better chance to defeat them

1.WHEN YOU SHOULD BALANCE?

The safest time is when the opponents have found a fit and do not even make a game try

WEST   NORTH   EAST   SOUTH

  P     
1H      
    P      
   2H

  ?

North has 12-15 HCP and South has 6-9. With 16+ North would make a trial bid in case South has 9. Therefore the opponents have between 18 and 24 HCP. The average is 21, so that we also could have half the points. Therefore we should strive to compete for the part-score.


A "balancing" action is often very safe; your side must have a share of the high-card strength when the opponents stop low; and the fact that they have a trump suit makes it likely that your side has one also. If they have 8 hearts then we have 5 among our combined 26 cards. That leaves 21 cards to be distributed between 3 suits: 7-7-7,  8-7-6 or 9-6-6, etc…

Therefore there is at least a 4-3 fit for us with good chances of an 8-card fit. All we have to do is find it.IT IS LOSING TACTICS TO LET THE OPPONENTS PLAY COMFORTABLY AT THE ONE OR TWO LEVEL. A BALANCING BID OR (TAKEOUT) DOUBLE BY YOU MAY GET YOUR SIDE TO A MAKABLE CONTRACT OR DRIVE THE OPPONENTS UP TO A LEVEL WHERE YOU CAN SET THEM.

Look at this situation:

East
South
West
North 

1H
Pass
2H
PassPass
?

You, South, must choose an action with:

1.  
QJxxx

 
xx

Kxx 

Qxx

You weren't strong enough to overcall with 1S immediately, but now it is correct to balance with 2S.The opponents have shown no interest in game, so they have at most 23 high-card points and might have as few as 19 or 20. Partner, therefore, is marked with some values, perhaps as much as an opening bid! (Why didn't North act over 2H if his hand was worth opening? With a defensively-oriented hand containing scattered points, especially points in the opponents' suit, but lacking tricks, he might choose to wait.) It is, in fact, safer to bid 2S now than it would have been to overcall at your first turn. And you may drive the opponents to 3H, where your chances for a plus score will be greater; or you may make 2S, if they let you play it.

2.
East
South
West 
North

1H
Pass
2H 
Pass

Pass
?

Ax

Bid 3D. A 2D overcall would have been

Axxx

dangerous, but this is relatively safe.

KJ10xxxx

3. 
KJ10x

2S. You would rather have five spades.

Axxx

However, partner is short in hearts (assuming they have an 8-card fit), so heJxx

probably has some spade length.

xx

4. 
Kxxx 

Double. This double is for takeout (even though it is not your first turn xx 

to double a heart bid). When the opponents stop low Axxx 

and you reopen the bidding with a balancing double, your double

Qxx 

is not for penalties. This is an exception to the rules about doubles for penalty vs. takeout.

5.
xxx 

This time you must pass. You have more than enough points to balance, QJx 

but your points are the wrong ones. The HQ and HJ will be worthless Kxxx 

to your side if you declare, and since you possess those cards,

Kxxx 

your chances of finding partner with some values that will be useful are 

decreased. It is too dangerous to balance.

6.
x 

Bid 2 NT. This is a conventional bid. You couldn't want to bid 2NT to play here.

Ax 

You would have overcalled  1NT before, or you would now pass and

Kxxxx 

 settle for a small profit if you had a balanced hand with heart strength.

QJxxx 
2NT here is played as "Unusual," and it asks partner to take his choice of the minor suits.

2.WHEN YOUR PARTNER BALANCES

WHEN PARTNER BALANCES. REMEMBER THAT HE COUNTED ON YOU FOR SUBSTANTIAL VALUES. YOU MUST NOT COMPETE FURTHER, TRY FOR GAME, DOUBLE IF THE OPPONENTS BID ON, OR TAKE ANY AGGRESSIVE ACTION UNLESS YOUR HAND CONTAINS EXTRA HIGH CARDS OR UNUSUALLY GOOD DISTRIBUTION.

Let's look at some examples:

1.

East 
South 
West 
North 

1H 
Pass 
Pass  
1S 

?


AJx 

Pass. If parter had overcalled in the 

Jxx 

direct seat, you would have tried for 

Kxxx 

game. But he could have as little as 7 HCP 

Axx 

for his balancing overcall.

2.

East
South
West 
North

1H 
Pass
Pass 
Double

Pass
?

AJxx


Bid only 1S. You would have jumped in response to

Axxx


a direct takeout double, but here partner could be very light.

 Qxx


Remember, he expects you to have at least a fair hand.

xx




3.

East
South
West
North



 1H
Pass

2H
Pass
Pass
2S

Pass
Pass
3H
Pass

Pass
?

AQx 

Pass. Partner bid your hand when he tried 2S.

Qxx

Be grateful that you now get to defend 3H instead of 2H.

Kxxx 

Partner's balance has accomplished its purpose,

Jx

so you must not punish him by taking action. 

3.WHEN NOT TO BALANCE

We have already seen a couple of times when it may be wrong to balance: when you have a strong holding in the opponents' suit 

· when you fear they may find a better suit if you balance 

· when you have values in their suit that will be wasted if your side declares the hand.

Another situation is when the opponents stop low, but the auction suggests they do NOT have a fit. In that case, the deal may be a misfit all the way around, and any balancing action is very dangerous.

East
South
West
North 

1D
Pass
1S
Pass 

2D
Pass
2S
Pass 

Pass
?

As South.  you hold:Kxx 

The opponents could have as many as 24 HCP.

KJ9xxx 

They could have stopped bidding in fear of a misfit.

Qxx 

Furthermore, you have no reason to believe that your side has any fit.

x
Opener could have six diamonds and four hearts, responder could have six spades and three hearts, and North could be void in hearts! The time to balance freely is when the opponents have a good fit. Here a balancing action could get you heavily penalized.

East
South
West
North 

1D
Pass
1NT
Pass Pass
?

x 

Pass. West should have length in clubs since he failed to raise Axx 

diamonds or bid a major suit. Qxx 

Partner's length is in spades, since the opponents KJ9 

failed to find a fit in that suit.

Let's review the principle of balancing:WHEN THE OPPONENTS STOP BIDDING AT A LOW LEVEL, AND ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY HAVE A FIT, YOU SHOULD CONSIDER BALANCING WITH AN OVERCALL OR A TAKEOUT DOUBLE. 

IF YOUR PARTNER BALANCES, REMEMBER THAT HE IS BIDDING YOUR CARDS. TAKE NO STRONG ACTION UNLESS YOU HAVE AN UNUSUAL HAND.If the opponents' auction goes: 1C – 2C or 1D – 2D, you will probably balance about 80% of the time; and you will often balance if they open and raise in a major suit and stop at the two level.

Another common situation is when an opening bid on your left is passed around to you. Let's list the possible balancing actions and compare them with the requirements for the same action in the direct position.

	Action
	Balancing (Passout seat) 

	Direct Seat



	Overcall
	Less than an opening bid, as little as 7 HCP.
	About an opening bid, maybe a little more.



	Jump
	Good six or seven-card suit; about an opening bid in high cards.




	Good suit, poor high card strength.



	1NT
	10-14 HCP, balanced pattern, usually a stopper in the opponent's suit
	16-18 HCP, balanced pattern, always a stopper in the opponent's suit.



	Takeout Double


	8-9 HCP or more.
	Close to an opening bid in high cards or more.



	Cuebid
	A freakish one or two- suiter that will probably produce game.
	A hand that would have opened with a forcing two-bid Great defensive and playing strength 


Avoid balancing actions when 

· your hand is weak: 

· when you have such a strong holding in the opponent's suit that you are willing to defend (vulnerability is a consideration); when the opponents may be better off in some other suit; 

· when the opponents have stopped low but the auction suggests they do not have a fit; or, in close cases

· when you have values in the opponents' suit that will be useless if your side declares the hand.

TEST YOUR COMPREHENSION OF THE MATERIAL

QUIZ ON BALANCING

I. Your right-hand opponent opened 1H left-hand opponent raised to 2H, passed around to you. How many high-card points would you expect partner to hold if your hand were:

 (a) 
Kxx 

(b) 
AJxx

xxx 


Jx 

Kxxx 


Axxx

Jxx 


Qxx 

II. Your right-hand opponent opened 1S, left-hand opponent raised to 2S, passed around to you. What action do you take with these hands:

(a) 
xx

(b)  
Jxx 

Axxx 


Kxx 

Kxxx


Axxx

Qxx


Kxx 

(c) 
KJx 

(d)
Axx 

Qxx


Qxxx

Axxx


AQxx

Qxx


Jx

(e) 
QJ10x 

(f)
xxx

Kxxx 


KQ10xx

Axx 


AJ10

Jx


xx

(g) 
Jxx

(h)
xxxx


x


xx

QJxxxx 


Jx

KJx


AKxxx

III.
Your left-hand opponent opened 1D, passed around to you. What action do you take with these hands:(a) 
AJx

(b)
Axx

Kxxxx 


Qx

xx


xxxxxx


KJxxx

(c) 
KJxx 

(d) 
AKxxx

Qxx


Axxxx


xx

Kxxx


AJx(e) 
xxx 

(f)
KJx

AQx 


Axx

AQx 


xxx

KJxx


Jxxx

(g) 
Ax

(h) 
xxx

KQJxxx 


AxxAxx


AJx

xx


KJxx

 (i) 
AKxx 

(j) 
KQxxx

Aqxx


AQxxxx

xx


---Kxx


Qx

(k) 
xxx 

(l)
x

Axx 


Jxxx

Jx


AJ10xJxxxx


Qxxx

IV. The bidding has proceeded:

East
South
West
North

1H
Pass2H
Pass
Pass
2SPass
Pass
3H
PassPass
?

As South, with neither side vulnerable, what action do you take with these hands:(a) 
Axx 

(b) 
AQx 

QJ9x 


Jxx

Qxx 


Kxxxx

xxx


Qx

(c)
AJxx

x

Axxx 

Jxxx

V. Which of the following auctions by the opponents suggest that you balance? 

(a) 
1H –1S

(b) 
1H -1NT

2H - Pass 

Pass

(c) 
1D – 2D

(d)
1H – 1SPass


2S – P

(e) 
1C –1H

(f)
1NT – Pass

2C – 2HPass

(g) 
1H - 1NT
(h)
1D – 1S2C – 2H


1NT – Pass

(i) 
1H - lS

2C - Pass

VI. What action do you take in these situations as South?

(a)
East
South
West
North 

1H
Pass
1 NT
Pass 

Pass
??

Kx

Axxx

Kl0xx

Axx

(b) 
East
South
West
North 

3H
Pass

Pass
??

KQxx

x

Axxx

Kxxx

(c) 
East
South
West
North

1D
Pass
1NT
Pass

Pass
??

xx

Kxx

Jxx

AQxxx

(d) 
East
South
West
North




1C
Pass

2C
Pass
3C
Pass

Pass
?

AJxx

KJxxx

x

xxx

(e) 
East 
South
 West 
North

Pass
Pass

1H 
Pass 
1S 
Pass

Pass
 ??

xxx

K10x 

KQJx

Q10x

(f)
East
 South 
West
North

 

1D
Pass

1S
Pass 
2S 
Pass

Pass
 ??

xx

KJxx

Axx 

Jxxx

SOLUTIONS:

I. (a) 10-14 HCP.


(b) 5-9 HCP.

II. (a) Double.


(b) Pass. Too risky to balance. 

(c) Pass.



(d) Double.

(e) Pass.



(f) 3H

(g) 3D



(h) 3C

III (a) 1H


(b) 2C or 1NT.

(c) Double.


(d) Double first, then bid spades. 

(e) Double, then bid notrump. 
(f)  Double (a minimum).

(g) 2H.



(h) 1NT.

(i) Double and bid further.

(j) 2D.

(k)  Pass.


(I)  Pass.

IV.
(a)
Pass.


(b)
Pass.


(c)
3S. You have more than partner can reasonably expect.

V.
(a)
Perhaps with a very suitable hand.


(b)
No.


(c)
Yes.


(d)
Yes.


(e)
No.


(f)
No.


(g)
No. If responder had true heart support, he would have raised to begin with.


(h)
No.


(i)
No.

VI.
(a)
Pass. If your heart intermediates were better, you might risk a double, which partner might be able to 

pass for penalties.


(b)
Double. You would need more to double in the direct seat, but this is enough in the balancing position.


(c)
Pass. West must have clubs since he did not raise diamonds or bid a major suit.

(d) Double. Partner should have a few points and shortness in clubs, therefore length in at least one 

of the majors.

(e) 1NT. Don't worry about the spades. Partner is likely to have a stopper, and even if he does not, you 

will not be hurt badly at the one level.

(f)
Double. Takeout for the unbid suits. This auction suggests you balance.

HAPPY BRIDGING:(
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



Read the FAQ section in the Library – it is in the About BIL  Menu
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



There are pages of Links in the  BIL Library -  Bridge Notes – Topics in the EXPLORE BIL section
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



All BIL tournament results can be accessed for up to a week on BBO 

Main Lobby > Useful Links & Information  > BBO Masterpoint Organisations > BIL > Recent tournaments

The list of currently loaded tournaments is there too

LADDER:

See details  in the Library section

Oh No! and Foxy Ladies met and played in the BIL on October 19 at 17:00 PM.  Foxy Ladies won. -  our Rosemary even has time to compete when not working as BILAssist and doing BILmanager broadcasts ( 
I am grateful to those taking part in the trial it will be a great help when we come to get the Ladder section in the Library configured.  

My apologies for not being able to give too much attention to the details at this time – it is a learning curve for me too 
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣





People’s reasons for joining the BIL generally fall into 3 categories

1. Beginners -  having had a few lessons and needing somewhere to come to grips with the Basics

2. Intermediates -  who just want to enjoy friendly social games with maybe a tournament now and again , looking for a space in which to escape from the often viciousness of the MBC  Advanced players   
3. Intermediates – who have ambitions of going on to higher levels and see the BIL as offering lessons  which may give them the skills with which to bridge the gap  (which is a very large one) between Intermediate and Advanced.
I like to think the BIL caters for each group and I am always pleased for those who come and go even if all the BIL could offer was a temporary space in which to adjust to the complexities of coping with a global online environment.

 

BIL - Club News:  (enter the BIL click on the rhs button labelled Club News)  Key personnel  Links to Event Calendar, the Gazette,  the Rules, Helpful Hints . FAQ  and Mentor information,.  accessible whenever you are on BBO  all day, every day   and ofcourse a link to  THE LIBRARY 

Event Calendar:  -   www.bilbridge.com > About BIL > Event Calendar - http://bilbridge.com/BILAbout/calendarframe.php
There are numerous options for different views - months etc -  explore.

Click on the name of a session to open a description of the session  You can order an emailed reminder - provided you access the description from a future date.

The times shown are EDT/EST (New York) time  HOWEVER you can have it convert the times TO YOUR OWN TIME. Click on Options Click on time offset . Select the number of hours difference between the Server time and the time on your PC clock . Click on "Change Time Zone", click Done, Close. Click the Refresh button on your browser’s tool bar and the times will change to your time ( 

Broadcast Messages: We send broadcast messages to announce sessions, advise you of cancellations etc.  These messages go to each and every member every time we send them. (e.g. we will send a message asking for Subs for a tournament  - even though you may already be playing in that tournament you will still get the message, we cannot filter them )  If you are playing in a non BIL tournament we CANNOT respond to your messages.
Finding a BIL  Event: 
All BIL tournaments are held in the BBO tournament room – Main Lobby > Click to Play or Watch bridge > click on Free Tournaments for the BILs FUN  and Teaching tournaments  OR click on BBO Masterpoint tournaments for  the BIL Pay tourneys . Scroll down to the one you are looking for and click on the listing. That will put you in the tournament lobby .  Be sure to read the tournament description. Click on Rules to read the rules particular to that tournament. Click on Partnership Desk to add your name or to invite another to play in a Pairs tournament.  Click on Register to sign up to play.  To play in a Pay for tournament you must have $$s in your BBO$ acct – Main Lobby > Manage your BB$$ to add funds.  The entry fee is deducted after the start of a tourney.

Complete Tournament Help Notes are in the BBO Help files in Log In page or  (red button bottom right of your screen )
All tournament reviews (where applicable) and all in BIL teaching sessions are held at a Teaching Table in the BIL – Main Lobby > Click to Play or Watch bridge > Private Clubs > Beginner Intermediate Lounge.  Be sure to read the Table description . Kibiitz the Table  and follow the teacher’s and the BILAssist’s instructions.
Unable to see Tables in the BIL: If you go to the BIL and cannot see any tables  - try this

Click on your own ID in the Main Lobby – this will bring up your profile

UNSELECT   ‘Remember All settings’     Log off BBO  and log back in.  

If that does not solve the problem email me and I will send you Help notes regarding VIEW settings. Some tables will not be viewable as members can choose to have their table invisible.

You must have ALL countries and ALL Levels selected on your BBO profile
FORUM - Administrator - ladystar17 - http://www.thinkstop.com/bilbridge/boards/  When you first visit you must apply for membership of that site you cannot just log in. - interactive site for you to participate in hundreds of ways with your fellow members 
  

Mail delivery: Sending messages by BBO mail can mean a lengthy delay. They are not necessarily delivered to me the next time I log in. The server retains mail and forwards it when there is not too much traffic.  When vugraph is running this can mean a couple of days or more   The longest delivery to date took 80 days !! - true .  I do acknowledge all mail I receive, so if you don't get a reply within a reasonable time frame send me an email. admin@bilbridge.com . Please always refer to a topic in the subject line of an email or in the BBO message.  All emails must include your BBO ID (user/nick/login - name)

When you want an emailed reply to a question -  email the BIL -  enquiries@bilbridge.com   or bil@bridgebase.com
There is a convenient CONTACT US page in the Library -  About BIL > Contact Us

Using Teaching Table Option for practicing:  Only authorized teachers/mentors can use that option when a table is visible.  Members can avail themselves of the controls that provides in which to review hands at a table , work together on partnerships but MUST make the table INVISIBLE .    reserving a seat will enable the member for whom the seat is reserved to be taken to that seat/ see the table . 
BIL -  Skill Levels :
BEGINNER -    newcomer to bridge - one who is learning the basic principles 
NOVICE - one who has played Bridge in the past but now needs to up skill for Internet bridge (e.g.  playing duplicate/new conventions ) to be once again competitive 
INTERMEDIATE - one who has a good understanding of the basic principles and is learning the modern conventions  and those who are developing the skills to become an Advanced  Player   

Your personal profile: One of the first things you should do is take time to go through your personal BBO profile step by step, tab by tab -   BBO has so much to offer and you will enjoy it all the more if you set up your to suit yourself 


Purchasing a PREMIER MEMBERSHIP -  gives access in the BIL Library -  www.bilbridge.com 

to

· Members Database <no personal information is shown>   - use this to find partners , get to know other members::

· Honorary Members Database – for Honorary members to know who else is Mentoring so they can arrange Mentee team matches etc.::

· Ask Bridge Question :: 

· Bridge Notes – Teachers :: 

· Bridge Notes – Topics ::

· Bridge Movies
Premier Membership  can be purchased on the site in the  About BIL > SHOP BIL  section by Pay Pal or by credit card 

However if you prefer not to use those services 

Funds can be forwarded to the BIL  by :

· By Postal  Service:  By  Check   made out to BIL – Bridge  Mail to:- 

             Maureen Hall, 12 Bridge Street , Temuka 7920, New Zealand.  

             Mail can take 7 – 10 days to get here – please let me know to expect it.
             You will be notified as soon as the membership has been activated 
· By transfer from your BB$$ acct on BBO.  Log in to BBO >  Manage BBO$$ > Transfer Funds to another customer .  transfer to:  hallway  You will be notified as soon as the membership is enabled. Remember I live down yonder in the southern hemisphere - allow a time delay 
Costs:  6 months $13

            1 year
    $20

            2 year      $30

            4 year      $50

            Life         $100

These prices apply until 31 December 2007
GOOD BRIDGING

SURF and LEARN in the BIL LIBRARY

Cherish Your Partner and Respect Your Opps
[image: image3.jpg]


Maureen (hallway)
Founder /  Manager
bil@bridgebase.com  or admin@bilbridge.com  







