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Funding:

Bridge -  is knowing that the more you know, the more you know you need to know - that is it's fascination – this is something the world’s greats know from the beginning , they never stop learning 


BIL Event Calendar:
The Calendar opens in the Month / Block view if you scroll to the bottom of the page you can select  to view it in several different modes.  Experiment and find the combination that suits you best e.g. you can have it in List View / Timeplan 

Be prepared don’t miss out on the Special Events coming up to celebrate the BIL’s 4th birthday in September

♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



NEW !!   ATHENE - Bill Frisby returns to do a season on Squeezes starting  Monday 6 August 14:30 EDT 
[image: image1.png]


Shep:  Shelagh’s session on 8 August is cancelled – she is playing in a major tournament – we wish her the best of good bridging.

XX1943:   Al is taking a summer break so no lessons during August 
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



Bridge Base Online will at some future date also be available on the Web as well as it is at present running in Windows. 
A BBO bulletin  says : 

Benefits include (in no particular order):

1) New BBO members will be able to log in for the first time and play or watch in a matter of seconds. Painless downloads (for most people), no software to install (for most people), no firewall issues (for most people). 


2) The user interface will be greatly simplified.

3) The quality of the graphics will be greatly improved.

4) It will be very easy for us to release new versions whenever we feel like it (it is very hard for us to do this with the current BBO software). Upgrading will be completely painless for our members.

5) It will be much easier for us to work with 3rd party programmers to develop modules that can be integrated into BBO.

6) Much faster logins and connections in general (especially important for people with dialup).

7) People will be able to access BBO on non-Windows machines. For now that might mean only Macs, but the time will likely come when other types of devices (various handheld gadgets and TVs for example) will be able to run BBO.

8) The existing BBO software has a limit of 25K simultaneous logins, but we are not sure our servers can really handle that much traffic. We expect the new software will allow many more people to log in at the same time. 

9) Something that I think is a "big idea" which I am not ready to discuss in public just yet.

I am hoping that we will announce the release of a demo version within a week or so after the end of the Nashville tournament.

Thanks to the many people who came to our party [image: image2.png]


 - Fred
****

If you went to the party please send me some photos to put in the BIL Library.

♠    ♥    ♦    ♣






Dummy




S 98




H Q62




D QJ92




C AQ86

You

S AK753

H 1095

D AK

C 943

You hold the hand shown above and open 1S. The next person doubles, your partner passes,  and the opponents end up in 3 diamonds.

You lead the AK of spades, your partner following with the 10 and J. You clearly have 2 diamond tricks. What is your best chance for a fifth trick?

Send your answers to me: bilpuzzles@bridgesights.com
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



From Skibbe:
Here is a hand from the 1996 bridge Olympiads, played in Rhodes, Greece. 

With N-S vulnerable, South dealt and the bidding went: 

	South
	West
	North
	East

	Szymanowski 
	Huang 
	Martens 
	Kuo 

	pass 
	pass 
	3[image: image3.png]


 
	pass 

	3NT 
	?? 
	
	


Suppose you have momentarily taken the West place. You hastily look at your cards and see: 
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 3
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 Q 4
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 A 9 8 2

[image: image7.png]


 Q J 10 8 6 2

You are told that 3[image: image8.png]


 is a old-fashioned preempt, always solid when vulnerable. Are you tempted to bid on? If you pass, what will you lead against 3NT? 

A small detail: this is the 64th and last board of a tight match and, if your calculations are of any worth, your side may be some 5-10 IMPs in front. Did this information alter your decision? 

The rest of the story is further down  -  think before you read 

♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



No Bidding Box :  if you attend a lesson and there is no bidding box in view  and nothing seems to be happening -  leave the table and re enter it and all will be well .   This happens from time to time and no one knows why .
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



	BBO Tools
	http://www.bridgebase.com/help/3/index.html?tools

	Bridgemaster
	http://www.bridgebase.com/help/3/index.html?topic=bridgemaster

	ChatRooms
	http://www.bridgebase.com/help/3/index.html?chat

	Learn to Play Bridge
	http://www.bridgebase.com/help/3/index.html?learn

	My Hands
	http://www.bridgebase.com/help/3/index.html?myhands

	Partnership Bidding
	http://www.bridgebase.com/help/3/index.html?biddingpractice


♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



SEASHELLES:  RKC 1430 Cheat Sheet
RKC 1430:  The Search for the K & Q of Trump

Partner bids 4NT


          1/4 – 5C




2w/oQ – 5H

          3/0 – 5D



2wQ – 5S


The next non-trump step after

a 5C/5D response asks about

the Q of Trump.  The lowest
available suit is bid for

the Q ask (omitting the trump

suit).  See example 1.

Responses:








1)  Lowest available bid



         Example 1

in the agreed upon suit

denies Q of trump.




          Example 1


2)  Any other bid promises

the Q of trump.
3)  A jump in the agreed upon

trump suit shows Q and denies

         

an outside K.

4) Cuebid (C or D) lowest-ranking


          

king shows Q of trump and lower-

ranking K.















          Example 2

5)  A bid of another suit (other






than the trump suit) shows 

the Q of trump and the K of
the suit that is bid.

6) 5NT shows Q and a higher-ranking K.
If you bid RKC 1430 (4NT) and your partner tells you that s/he has 1, 4, 3 or 0 of the 5 key cards—you may ask for Qs by bidding the next higher suit, as in Example 1.  If your partner tells you that s/he has the Q of trump, you may ask for Ks, as in Example 2.
CAMILELN:   TEAM MATCHES -  Mentors/Mentees  challenge each other 

Our first team match went off well.  We had one late comer because of an electrical outage in Sydney and she could not get online.  Everyone was quite patient and it worked out fine.  We had 2 teams one representing the US & Canada and the other Australia & England (it was 2 AM in England!).  Up until the 10th game, the North American team held first place and then the immense pressure (hehe) took hold and lost it to the World Team on the last two games.  The winning team was composed of BnBeever, Ladystar17, Hope & Alveris.  And the runner ups....chocsdog, selze, samyto & camilleln.
 

A rematch is being offered for Thursday, September 6th (September 7th, down under) at 6 PM Pacific Standard Time.  If more mentor/mentee pairs are interested, we could make it into a tournament < I will be happy to set it up for the players> The goal would be to have a monthly event the first Thursday of each month.
 

It was fun and a fair match!
 

Ally (Camilleln)
 

P.S.  If any other mentor/mentee pairs or teacher/student pairs interested in joining in next month, they can contact me at camilleln@sbcglobal.net.  I will be out of town August 12 to September 1, so could respond to those interested when return.  In order to convert the 6PM PST to their own time zone, it can be found on this website:  http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



All BIL tournament results can be accessed for up to a week on BBO 

Main Lobby > Useful Links & Information  > BBO Masterpoint Organisations > BIL > Recent tournaments

The list of currently loaded tournaments is there too

Al Cup One – Wednesdays 14:30 EST 12 bds:  Aug 1
1)   tootsoe769 – zuse   2)   cul de sac - Rae123   3)   leonora3 - helene_t    7 tables

Robs’ Fun House Sundays 22:00 EST 12 bds:
1st:  baker3355 - lorrain54  +27.00

2nd:  solidgold - pres1  +19.14

3rd:  kazub - sunken  +19.00

4th:  mar2don - simmpleton +12.86
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣

The Rest of the Story from SKIBBE 
In any case, the full deal was: 

                            [image: image9.png]


 A K J 9 7 5 2

                            [image: image10.png]


 10 5 2
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 10
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 4 3
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 3                                                 [image: image14.png]


 Q 6
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 Q 4                                               [image: image16.png]


 A K 8 7
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 A 9 8 2                                           [image: image18.png]


 K J 7 5 3
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 Q J 10 8 6 2                                      [image: image20.png]


 9 7
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 10 8 4
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 J 9 6 3
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 Q 6 4
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 A K 5

As you see, against a 3NT contract the normal club lead lets declarer get home with nine top tricks. However, the weird auction (with a 3NT reply by a passed hand over a pre-empt!) should warn/alert West against making a normal lead. The situation is not unlike to a gambling 3NT opening, so an attacking lead may have some merit. 

Not that it is easy to beat the contract after, say, the [image: image25.png]


A lead. If diamonds are continued, East has to underlead his ace-king of hearts at trick three and then West has to continue on hearts. All this may happen, but do not bet too heavily on it. 

Obviously, after a low diamond lead the defence is able to take many tricks. The same is true after the unusual lead of the heart queen. 

It seems that Huang, the Taipei player, gave due consideration to the riddle of his opening lead against an eventual 3NT, for he came with a novel solution to it: he bid 4[image: image26.png]


 himself! 

You see, Huang knew that his partner was marked with opening values. He also knew that the "gambling" 3NT enemy contract might very well make with the "wrong" opening lead. He hated the idea of losing the match on a semi-blind guess, so he took insurance against a probable large swing (3NT making) by paying a small premium (4[image: image27.png]


 and 3NT both going down). 

Huang was right. Four clubs went one down after the [image: image28.png]


10 lead. As a result, although Taipei lost on the board, since at the other room N-S meekly sold out to 3[image: image29.png]


 making, the loss was an affordable 4 IMPs. Taipei won by 10 IMPs, 132 to 122. Even if 3NT by Szymanowski were allowed to succeed, Taipei would still win narrowly -but this does not change the soundness of Huang's call. 

Taipei went on to the semifinals where it very nearly upset mighty France, the eventual winners. Poland was left with the bitter thought of losing the match on the last board, despite the brilliant effort of Szymanowski. 

In another quarterfinal, in the Ladies series, the British player led a club against 3NT after a different auction -and it cost a place in the semifinal! 

Special thanks to Al "BiigAl" Lochli, District 16 ACBL Internet Coordinator for assistance with the HTML presentation. 

Nikos Sarantakos, 
Luxembourg, June 1998
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣





People’s reasons for joining the BIL generally fall into 3 categories

1. Beginners -  having had a few lessons and needing somewhere to come to grips with the Basics

2. Intermediates -  who just want to enjoy friendly social games with maybe a tournament now and again , looking for a space in which to escape from the often viciousness of the MBC  Advanced players   
3. Intermediates – who have ambitions of going on to higher levels and see the BIL as offering lessons  which may give them the skills with which to bridge the gap  (which is a very large one) between Intermediate and Advanced.
I like to think the BIL caters for each group and I am always pleased for those who come and go even if all the BIL could offer was a temporary space in which to adjust to the complexities of coping with a global online environment.

BIL (ClubNews)  Website:  Application to join/Update membership forms, Benefits , Rules, Helpful Hints, Teacher profiles. Books, Links -  http://www.bridgebase.com/clubs/bil
 

BIL - Club News:  (enter the BIL click on the rhs button labelled Club News)  Administrators/Teachers/Assistants/Honorary Members, Link to Event Calendar, Mentor information, Tournament Information - (free for fun & pay for), Keyboard Shortcuts, Beginner Help links.  accessible whenever you are on BBO  all day, every day.  Updated daily !

Event Calendar:  http://bilbridge.com/cgi/Calcium310.pl?Op=ShowIt&CalendarName=BILBridge 

There are numerous options for different views - months etc -  explore.

Click on the name of a session to open a description of the session  You can order an emailed reminder - provided you access the description from a future date.

The times shown are EDT/EST (New York) time  HOWEVER you can have it convert the times TO YOUR OWN TIME. Click on Options Click on time offset . Select the number of hours difference between the Server time and the time on your PC clock . Click on "Change Time Zone", click Done, Close. Click the Refresh button on your browser’s tool bar and the times will change to your time ( 

Broadcast Messages: We send broadcast messages to announce sessions, advise you of cancellations etc.  These messages go to each and every member every time we send them. (e.g. we will send a message asking for Subs for a tournament  - even though you may already be playing in that tournament you will still get the message, we cannot filter them )  If you are playing in a non BIL tournament we CANNOT respond to your messages.
Finding a BIL  Event: 
All BIL tournaments are held in the BBO tournament room – Main Lobby > Click to Play or Watch bridge > click on Free Tournaments for the BILs FUN  and Teaching tournaments  OR click on BBO Masterpoint tournaments for  the BIL Pay tourneys . Scroll down to the one you are looking for and click on the listing. That will put you in the tournament lobby .  Be sure to read the tournament description. Click on Rules to read the rules particular to that tournament. Click on Partnership Desk to add your name or to invite another to play in a Pairs tournament.  Click on Register to sign up to play.  To play in a Pay for tournament you must have $$s in your BBO$ acct – Main Lobby > Manage your BB$$ to add funds.  The entry fee is deducted after the start of a tourney.

Complete Tournament Help Notes are in the BBO Help files in Log In page or  (red button bottom right of your screen )
All tournament reviews (where applicable) and all in BIL teaching sessions are held at a Teaching Table in the BIL – Main Lobby > Click to Play or Watch bridge > Private Clubs > Beginner Intermediate Lounge.  Be sure to read the Table description . Kibiitz the Table  and follow the teacher’s and the BILAssist’s instructions.
Unable to see Tables in the BIL: If you go to the BIL and cannot see any tables  - try this

Click on your own ID in the Main Lobby – this will bring up your profile

UNSELECT   ‘Remember All settings’     Log off BBO  and log back in.  

If that does not solve the problem email me and I will send you Help notes regarding VIEW settings. Some tables will not be viewable as members can choose to have their table invisible.
FORUM - Administrator - ladystar17 - http://www.thinkstop.com/bilbridge/boards/  When you first visit you must apply for membership of that site you cannot just log in. - interactive site for you to participate in hundreds of ways with your fellow members 
  

Mail delivery: Sending messages by BBO mail can mean a lengthy delay. They are not necessarily delivered to me the next time I log in. The server retains mail and forwards it when there is not too much traffic.  When vugraph is running this can mean a couple of days or more   The longest delivery to date took 80 days !! - true .  I do acknowledge all mail I receive, so if you don't get a reply within a reasonable time frame send me an email. admin@bilbridge.com . Please always refer to a topic in the subject line of an email or in the BBO message.  All emails must include your BBO ID (user/nick/login - name)

When you want an emailed reply to a question -  email the BIL -  enquiries@bilbridge.com   or bil@bridgebase.com
Using Teaching Table Option for practicing:  Only authorized teachers/mentors can use that option when a table is visible.  Members can avail themselves of the controls that provides in which to review hands at a table , work together on partnerships but MUST make the table INVISIBLE .    reserving a seat will enable the member for whom the seat is reserved to be taken to that seat/ see the table . 
BIL -  Skill Levels :
BEGINNER -    newcomer to bridge - one who is learning the basic principles 
NOVICE - one who has played Bridge in the past but now needs to up skill for Internet bridge (e.g.  playing duplicate/new conventions ) to be once again competitive 
INTERMEDIATE - one who has a good understanding of the basic principles and is learning the modern conventions  and those who are developing the skills to become an Advanced  Player   


If you feel you have been getting value from your BIL membership a contribution to the BIL funds to meet on going expenses and the cost of developing a BIL library website will be appreciated. 

Your support will mean you will be classed as a financial member and be invited to take part in previewing the Library site when it eventually comes together and having your say before it is launched to the public.   

Financial members will have unrestricted access throughout the site for as long as they choose to use the site.

Funds can be forwarded to the BIL  by :

1. Credit Card:  (Visa/Mastercard) send 2 emails to accounting@bilbridge.com       

(a) Name on Card , Card number minus last 4 digits

(b) Last 4 digits and Expiry date and amount

Your details are NOT stored on my computer , they are encrypted and stored by the Bank

     2.    Pay Pal:  Send money to  accounting@bilbridge.com    note in comment

                        Contribution to BIL –Bridge

3.  By Postal  Service:  By  Check   made out to BIL – Bridge  Mail to:- 

             Maureen Hall, 12 Bridge Street , Temuka 7920, New Zealand.  

             Mail can take 7 – 10 days to get here – please let me know to expect it.

4. By transfer from your BB$$ acct on BBO.  Log in to BBO >  Manage BBO$$ > Transfer Funds to another customer .  transfer to:  hallway 
Your personal profile: One of the first things you should do is take time to go through your personal BBO profile step by step, tab by tab -   BBO has so much to offer and you will enjoy it all the more if you set up your to suit yourself 
GOOD BRIDGING
HAVE FUN

Cherish Your Partner and Respect Your Opps
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Maureen (hallway)
Founder /  Manager
bil@bridgebase.com  or admin@bilbridge.com  
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5NT is bid to ask for Ks.


Regular Blackwood responses for the 3Ks.


6C – none of the 3Ks


6D – 1 K


6H – 2Ks


6S – all three Ks


See example 2.





Partner				You


1H				3H


4NT				5D


5S1				6D2


6/7H





Q ask (H is trump)


Q plus K of D (no K of C)





Partner			      You


1H			      3H


4NT			      5S1


5NT2			      6H3


Pass or 7H





1)   2 with the Q


K ask


2Ks








