
Published -  29 September 2007

 Click on Title to jump to that section or scroll all the way through.
Team & Pair Ladders:

Updates

Manager’s  Desk:

Library Access & Registering

Teachers Corner:

Schedule changes : Opening Lead by Paulg

Hondo’s Quiz:
 

The answer !
Articles:


Third Hand Play




Helpful Hints:


Answers to FAQs
Useful Links:


Links members/teachers recommend

Members Corner:

An Ode to the 5 card Major

Tournaments:


BBO Masterpoint Results






Notices:


For NEW members

Funding:


Premier Membership
Bridge -  is knowing that the more you know, the more you know you need to know - that is it's fascination


We now have a few teams and pairs registered on Ray’s Ladder site in the BIL Team and BIL Pairs Ladder  and the challenges have begun ( 

Inevitably we have had some teething problems  but these are all being sorted through .

Now the Teams/Pairs that have registered want lots more to do so -  they are keen to compete ! 

The first result is in

BIL Team Ladder

Challenge ID: 1121

Jazz Hands posted a loss to Burak and Roll.

Congratulation Burak and Roll! Your standing is still 1.

Burak and Roll's new skill rating is 1800.

Jazz Hands's new skill rating is 1400.

Message from Jazz Hands:

46 IMPs to 30 IMPs

It went pretty well. 

Our team lost, but it was fun. Hopefully we can get some more teams registered, otherwise we'll try to play Burak and Roll again soon.

Some Pointers:   

1. There is nothing  to pay to compete in these ladders -  we are testing the basic ladder structure to learn what we will want to have constructed for the Library and at the same time members can enjoy the camaraderie and competition.
2.  When you register the site automatically sends a verification email – which you have to acknowledge to activate the registration -   if it hasn’t arrived in a very short time – check your junk mail box  -  spam filters are a blessing but they can be a curse at times – too efficient !  at removing website generated messages.
I asked Hue if there was something one could do if it got lost in cyber space  he replied 

He might ask to send a reactivating email again through the web site. To do this, sign with his registered email and password, and it brings up to the activation page, there is a button requesting to send an activation link again. Hope that help.

3. To search for partners 

You can look for a partner in the BIL Library www.bilbridge.com > Membership > Members List   - you can use the search engine to search  by any of the criteria  -  either no criteria , one criteria or multiple criteria 

e.g.   search by 3 criteria -   EST  ,  intermediate , sayc     and you will get a list of all the members who have signed into the Library database who live in the EST time zone, are of intermediate playing skill and whose System of choice is SAYC  -  you can then  message the IDs on BBO  either by Leave Mail Message or by adding them to your friends list and speaking with them when online  

4. Signing Up -  some members are experiencing some difficulties not seeing the sign up button on the web page – just to hand a query – could this be because they are using Firefox and not Internet Explorer ?    Any thoughts anyone ?

LOL learning to play bridge on the internet adds a whole new facet to the game -  learning to use the web and the computer too -  oh to be a teenager again with all those active grey cells ( 

Read all about the Ladders on 

http://bilbridge.com/BILTournaments/ladder.php
http://bilbridge.com/BILTournaments/LadderRules.php 
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



BIL EMAIL ADDRESS:   mail to my old email address hall@ ….    Will no longer be forwarded to me by my old ISP 

Please change your address books to  admin@bilbridge.com 

You can always contact the BIL using the Contact Us section in the Library > About BIL menu
LINK to LIBRARY in CLUB NEWS:  For reasons beyond my comprehension – I have checked the codes with a magnifying glass !  - the link only works if you click on the word BIL or to the left of it .   So until I can unravel the mystery if you are going to use that link click on the word BIL .  An even quicker way to access the Library is simply to put a short cut to it on your desktop.
LIBRARY ACCESS: If ever the Library doesn’t open immediately for you  -  always click on your internet browser’s REFRESH button  -  run your cursor along the upper task bar and the  button hint will show you which is the REFRESH button for your browser.    When you return to the Library get into the habit of doing that -  I am updating it daily in one way or another and your computer will remember it the way it was , by clicking the REFRESH button you will get the latest version.

REGISTERING on the LIBRARY :  I cannot keep running two databases indefinitely  and all current members have to be on the NEW DATABASE which is part of the BIL LIBRARY.

If you have not done so   PLEASE do so now 
http://www.bilbridge.com/ApplyForMembership/BILApplicationForm.php    

If you have please don’t do it again !  ONCE is enough 

Herfried has sent me this translation for the German members – perhaps others could help by doing a translation for other countries.

Die BIL hat eine neue Datenbank, alle Mitglieder haben ihre Einzelheiten über die Website  zu ergänzen. Sie haben Ihre Mitgliedschaft nicht wie erbeten  erneuert 

(Angaben darüber wurden Ihnen während der letzten zwei Monate verschiedentlich geschickt). Bitte gehen Sie zu der Website füllen Sie das Formular aus und bestätigen es.

http://www.bilbridge.com/ApplyForMembership/BILApplicationForm.php    
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



BnBeever:  Ben is holding an Open mentoring session each Sunday at Noon EDT in the BIL 
[image: image1.png]


CASCADE:  Daylight savings has come to NZ (   This means that from now until the rest of the world catches up –when it all changes again ! ( (    Cascade’s session   Tournament /Review will start at 13:00 EDT 

GRIZZ:  will be back at the regular time next week. He says :

To play well we must take all of our rightful tricks.  And a few of theirs as well...

Check out what's new at www.GrizzBridge.com
[image: image2.png]


LRARGERICH:  It may be sometime before Luis returns to do his weekly session  (  He writes :
I'm trapped behind work I can't resume my lessons yet.
You can see I'm not giving private lessons either nor getting into BBO at all, so you can  be sure the BIL will be the first thing I resume when I have the time to do it.
PAULG:  Paul writes:
Selecting the opening lead is one of the hardest parts of the game, as you have to make a big decision with limited information. You should never criticise when partner fails to find the best lead.

However I have noticed that many billies are unfamiliar with the tables of standard opening leads. Once you have decided which suit you are going to lead, it should be simple to select the 'correct' card. As this came up in this week's session I said I'd research some relevant material for all those who want to learn the right card to lead.

The Bridge Movie Library in the BIL Library has some excellent movies and lectures, just search for Leads (http://bilbridge.com/BILExplore/movielibrary.php).

If you want to print out something to read, then the best introduction I've found is on the Mr Bridge web site: his library is aimed at intermediate players and Bernard Magee's introduction to Opening Leads is excellent and can be found at http://www.mrbridge.co.uk/library/Opening_Leads_1.pdf.

Paul
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



Dummy

SKQ8

HK7

DJ10964

CK95

You

S95

HAQJ86543

D
CA87

After some enthusiastic bidding by both you and your partner, you find yourself in a very reasonable 6H contract. The opening lead is the A of diamonds. You trump the first diamond, draw two rounds of trump ending in your hand, and lead a spade. The Q of spades loses to the Ace and another diamond comes back. Plan the rest of the play.

Send your answers to me: bilpuzzles@bridgesights.com
The Answer

The basic approach is to run all of your hearts. The opponents must protect all 3 side suits, in order to prevent you from taking an extra trick in any of those suits. However, because each opponent can only guard one of the side suits, they will not be able to protect all 3 suits simultaneously.

Let me give you an example scenario. Ruff the diamond, play a club to the K, and ruff another diamond. Then run all your hearts. With one heart out, this is a possible ending:

Dummy

SK8

H
DJ10

C
LHO






RHO

S107






SJ2

H






H
DK






D
C10






CQJ

You

S9

H3

D
CA8

When you play the 3 of hearts, LHO can safely throw the 10 of clubs. Dummy throws a diamond. RHO must throw a spade, to protect clubs.

Now you play the A of clubs. LHO has an unsolvable problem. If he throws the K of diamonds, dummy's J of diamonds is good. And if he throws a spade, dummy's two spades are good. In either case, you take the last two tricks.

This is known as a “double squeeze”, because you squeeze both opponents.

In general, if you only have to lose at most one more trick, it is good technique to run all of your winning tricks and force the opponents to discard. Often, even if it is possible for them to discard in a way that will let them take the last trick, they find it difficult to figure out how to discard, and you end up stealing the last trick with a low card.



From:  CHICKEN -  Torsten Skibbe
	Blum on Bridge

Third Hand Play



	
	

	 
	 

There are many ifs, ands and buts concerning your play after your partner has led a particular suit. However, many fundamental situations should not be difficult to understand for the average player. For example, if partner leads a spot (low) card and you see no high cards in the dummy, it is incumbent for you to play your highest card. Play the king from K94.
Before delving any deeper into hand play, we shall view some common but specific situations.  Contrary to our previous discussions about opener leading the top of a sequence, as stated last week, third hand plays the "bottom" card after partner's spot card lead with a few obvious exceptions of which we will speak later.
Bill Root's excellent book "How to Defend a Bridge Hand" lists a table of fundamentals that cuts through a lot of red tape.
Hand
Lead
Dummy
You
a
3
954
JT6
b
2
974
JT8
c
4
Q65
JT8
d
2
K64
QJT
e
3
K64
AT2
f
3
J64
K92
g
3
AQ9
KT6
h
8
AQ9
KT6
i
T
A65
Q72
j
T
A65
KQ2
k
Q
654
K2
l
Q
T43
K2
m
Q
654
K82
n
Q
654
K82
o
K
863
QJ2
p
K
863
Q2
q
K
952
74
 

Holding the J106 in a. play the 10, the lower sequence card. This denies holding the 9, for had you have held it also, you would have played it. Had you played the jack, you would deny holding the 10.
In b. the proper play is the 8. Note that it is in its own way the bottom of a sequence even though dummy has the 9. Playing the 10 thus denies holding the 8.
What makes c. interesting is that you want to play the jack. If pard holds the king and you play the ace, dummy's queen sets up for the third trick. Even if declarer holds the king, he will win it regardless of your play; however, the play of the jack prevents him from winning both the king and queen.
d. is an exception because dummy is playing the king, which is higher in rank than any card you hold. Play the queen! This guarantees that you hold the jack and possibly the 10.
e. is similar to a. The play of the 10 is called a surrounding play (as was the jack in c.). A good principal to follow is that "aces are meant to take kings and queens."

 In f. play the 9, another surrounding play you should know by now. 

In g. play the 10 as pard may hold the jack. 

In h. play the king. If pard held the jack, he would not have led the 8.
With i. pard may have led from K109 so play the queen. As third hand in j. play the lower sequence card, the queen.

 In k. unblock with the king. 

However, with l., you must play the deuce because the play of the king would set up dummy's 10. The play of the 8 is proper

 in m.  It is an attitude signal, a high card encouraging partner to continue the suit. Again, play a high card, the 6 

in n. because your 10 is a high card.
o. is an exception to the rule of third hand playing the bottom of a sequence. Play the queen; it guarantees the jack.

 In p. you can't play the queen (it guarantees the jack), so you must play the 2. 

Against a trump contract with q. play high-low to ruff the third round. Against NT play the 4 to discourage continuation. 

	
	


♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



Check out the Frequently Asked Questions in the BIL Library -  www.bilbridge.com > About BIL > BBO/BIL FAQ

♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



TEAMS and PAIRS:  the BBO Chatrooms  are an excellent venue to use for private conversation – play discussions  etc.

	
	ChatRooms
	http://www.bridgebase.com/help/3/index.html?chat


♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



(send in your news to share with members )

CAMPUS61:  sent us this 
ODE TO FIVE-CARD MAJORS
With thirteen or more points, I’m required to speak
And mention a suit that is never too weak.
With five cards or longer, no need to be cute,
Just merely open with one of that suit.
Now a four-card major, alas there’s the rub, 
I know I must open, so I’ll just say “One Club”. 
With sixteen to eighteen, one No Trump will do, 
And with 21 or more, I’ll open with two.
My opponents have opened, my back’s to the wall,
I’ve got length and good points, so I must overcall.
Those opponents have opened but now I have trouble, 
With an opening bid, I’ve got to say “Double”.
My partner has opened and I’m in a fix
Because I must pass with less points than six.
Of course with a count of six points to ten
I must respond once, but need not again.
Eleven to twelve points is often quite nice, 
I’ll plan to respond, not just once but twice.
With thirteen or more points I would be to blame 
If I let the bidding end before we reached game.
The bidding is over, the play has begun, 
My nerves are a-jangle, who called this fun?
My partner bid Hearts, is that what I lead?
Our opponents take tricks with amazing speed.
Alas, the game’s ended, my finesse didn’t work,
My partner is certain she played with a jerk.
Perhaps tomorrow with luck I’ll be dummy,
Otherwise next week, it’s back to gin rummy.
♠    ♥    ♦    ♣



All BIL tournament results can be accessed for up to a week on BBO 

Main Lobby > Useful Links & Information  > BBO Masterpoint Organisations > BIL > Recent tournaments

http://web04.bridgebase.com/tourneyhistory/th.php?m=h&h=bilmanager&d=bilmnanager 
The Monthly BBO Masterpoint totals for BIL members are to be found on 
Main Lobby > Useful Links & Information  > BBO Masterpoint Organisations > BIL > BIL Rankings
http://web04.bridgebase.com/orgpoints/orgm1.php?code=bbu6 

The top twenty for September 

	Username        
	Points Earned

	marilyn mm
	3.32

	ugabugger
	2.51

	alexiss
	2.42

	fijukeit
	2.16

	nil98
	1.86

	joyable
	1.69

	igormally
	1.55

	klet
	1.54

	NMS04
	1.51

	shirleygrl
	1.48

	wwylie
	1.48

	fiscryder
	1.28

	maddaket05
	1.27

	Rosie 3334
	1.25

	LadyStar17
	1.21

	rwin
	1.19

	janeccrn
	1.18

	xfco
	1.13

	nedsr
	1.05

	sthrnldy
	0.99


Get your name on there too -  take part in the BIL BBO Masterpoint tournaments  $1 to enter -  the more that enter the greater the prize money becomes and the greater the number of points awarded in each tournament.  17:00 EDT and 19:00 EDT  see the BIL Event Calendar for full details.

♠    ♥    ♦    ♣





People’s reasons for joining the BIL generally fall into 3 categories

1. Beginners -  having had a few lessons and needing somewhere to come to grips with the Basics

2. Intermediates -  who just want to enjoy friendly social games with maybe a tournament now and again , looking for a space in which to escape from the often viciousness of the MBC  Advanced players   
3. Intermediates – who have ambitions of going on to higher levels and see the BIL as offering lessons  which may give them the skills with which to bridge the gap  (which is a very large one) between Intermediate and Advanced.
I like to think the BIL caters for each group and I am always pleased for those who come and go even if all the BIL could offer was a temporary space in which to adjust to the complexities of coping with a global online environment.

 

BIL - Club News:  (enter the BIL click on the rhs button labelled Club News)  Key personnel  Links to Event Calendar, the Gazette,  the Rules, Helpful Hints . FAQ  and Mentor information,.  accessible whenever you are on BBO  all day, every day   and ofcourse a link to  THE LIBRARY 

Event Calendar:  -   www.bilbridge.com > About BIL > Event Calendar 

There are numerous options for different views - months etc -  explore.

Click on the name of a session to open a description of the session  You can order an emailed reminder - provided you access the description from a future date.

The times shown are EDT/EST (New York) time  HOWEVER you can have it convert the times TO YOUR OWN TIME. Click on Options Click on time offset . Select the number of hours difference between the Server time and the time on your PC clock . Click on "Change Time Zone", click Done, Close. Click the Refresh button on your browser’s tool bar and the times will change to your time ( 

Broadcast Messages: We send broadcast messages to announce sessions, advise you of cancellations etc.  These messages go to each and every member every time we send them. (e.g. we will send a message asking for Subs for a tournament  - even though you may already be playing in that tournament you will still get the message, we cannot filter them )  If you are playing in a non BIL tournament we CANNOT respond to your messages.
Finding a BIL  Event: 
All BIL tournaments are held in the BBO tournament room – Main Lobby > Click to Play or Watch bridge > click on Free Tournaments for the BILs FUN  and Teaching tournaments  OR click on BBO Masterpoint tournaments for  the BIL Pay tourneys . Scroll down to the one you are looking for and click on the listing. That will put you in the tournament lobby .  Be sure to read the tournament description. Click on Rules to read the rules particular to that tournament. Click on Partnership Desk to add your name or to invite another to play in a Pairs tournament.  Click on Register to sign up to play.  To play in a Pay for tournament you must have $$s in your BBO$ acct – Main Lobby > Manage your BB$$ to add funds.  The entry fee is deducted after the start of a tourney.

Complete Tournament Help Notes are in the BBO Help files in Log In page or  (red button bottom right of your screen )
All tournament reviews (where applicable) and all in BIL teaching sessions are held at a Teaching Table in the BIL – Main Lobby > Click to Play or Watch bridge > Private Clubs > Beginner Intermediate Lounge.  Be sure to read the Table description . Kibiitz the Table  and follow the teacher’s and the BILAssist’s instructions.
Unable to see Tables in the BIL: If you go to the BIL and cannot see any tables  - try this

Click on your own ID in the Main Lobby – this will bring up your profile

UNSELECT   ‘Remember All settings’     Log off BBO  and log back in.  

If that does not solve the problem email me and I will send you Help notes regarding VIEW settings. Some tables will not be viewable as members can choose to have their table invisible.

You must have ALL countries and ALL Levels selected on your BBO profile
FORUM - Administrator - ladystar17 - http://www.thinkstop.com/bilbridge/boards/  When you first visit you must apply for membership of that site you cannot just log in. - interactive site for you to participate in hundreds of ways with your fellow members 
  

Mail delivery: Sending messages by BBO mail can mean a lengthy delay. They are not necessarily delivered to me the next time I log in. The server retains mail and forwards it when there is not too much traffic.  When vugraph is running this can mean a couple of days or more   The longest delivery to date took 80 days !! - true .  I do acknowledge all mail I receive, so if you don't get a reply within a reasonable time frame send me an email. admin@bilbridge.com . Please always refer to a topic in the subject line of an email or in the BBO message.  All emails must include your BBO ID (user/nick/login - name)

When you want an emailed reply to a question -  email the BIL -  enquiries@bilbridge.com   or bil@bridgebase.com
There is a convenient CONTACT US page in the Library -  About BIL > Contact Us

Using Teaching Table Option for practicing:  Only authorized teachers/mentors can use that option when a table is visible.  Members can avail themselves of the controls that provides in which to review hands at a table , work together on partnerships but MUST make the table INVISIBLE .    reserving a seat will enable the member for whom the seat is reserved to be taken to that seat/ see the table . 
BIL -  Skill Levels :
BEGINNER -    newcomer to bridge - one who is learning the basic principles 
NOVICE - one who has played Bridge in the past but now needs to up skill for Internet bridge (e.g.  playing duplicate/new conventions ) to be once again competitive 
INTERMEDIATE - one who has a good understanding of the basic principles and is learning the modern conventions  and those who are developing the skills to become an Advanced  Player   

Your personal profile: One of the first things you should do is take time to go through your personal BBO profile step by step, tab by tab -   BBO has so much to offer and you will enjoy it all the more if you set up your to suit yourself 


Purchasing a PREMIER MEMBERSHIP -  gives access in the BIL Library -  www.bilbridge.com 

to

· Members Database <no personal information is shown>   - use this to find partners , get to know other members::

· Honorary Members Database – for Honorary members to know who else is Mentoring so they can arrange Mentee team matches etc.::

· Ask Bridge Question :: 

· Bridge Notes – Teachers :: 

· Bridge Notes – Topics ::

· Bridge Movies
Premier Membership  can be purchased on the site in the  About BIL > SHOP BIL  section by Pay Pal or by credit card 

However if you prefer not to use those services 

Funds can be forwarded to the BIL  by :

· By Postal  Service:  By  Check   made out to BIL – Bridge  Mail to:- 

             Maureen Hall, 12 Bridge Street , Temuka 7920, New Zealand.  

             Mail can take 7 – 10 days to get here – please let me know to expect it.
             You will be notified as soon as the membership has been activated 
· By transfer from your BB$$ acct on BBO.  Log in to BBO >  Manage BBO$$ > Transfer Funds to another customer .  transfer to:  hallway  You will be notified as soon as the membership is enabled. Remember I live down yonder in the southern hemisphere - allow a time delay 
Costs:  6 months $13

            1 year
    $20

            2 year      $30

            4 year      $50

            Life         $100

These prices apply until 31 December 2007
GOOD BRIDGING

SURF and LEARN in the BIL LIBRARY

Cherish Your Partner and Respect Your Opps
[image: image3.jpg]


Maureen (hallway)
Founder /  Manager
bil@bridgebase.com  or admin@bilbridge.com  







