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Rethinking Globalization:  Critical Perspectives 

A Joint ASAC/CGA Ontario International Business Research

Centre at Queen’s University Conference

May 28-29, 2002

Hotel Fort Garry

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Globalization with its critics and supporters raises issues for management consideration and research.  A recent series of articles in The Economist (Sept., 29, 2001) makes a number of observations about various dimensions of globalization, e.g., the relative costs and benefits of globalization, the impact of globalization on the poor, and financial concentration effects related to globalization.  While, in general, the series of articles conclude that globalization benefits some, hurts some and has little effect on others; they also illustrate the pervasive impact of globalization and the need for systematic study of  globalization issues.  Recent events such as the world trade conference in Quebec City, and the aftermath of September 11 have further reinforced the importance of careful consideration of globalization and it’s impacts on managerial practice.    

The purpose of this proposed joint conference is to examine some of the effects of globalization in more detail, and to establish a research agenda related to unanswered questions.  With internationally-distinguished presenters such as Lloyd Axworthy, G. Andrew Karolyi, Pat Roy Mooney, and Nanette Neuwahl, the conference is guaranteed to stimulate provocative discussion and debate.  Anyone interested in these issues will not want to miss the watershed event.

The Hotel Fort Garry is the conference site and the conference has been scheduled to immediately follow the ASAC 2002 conference.  The globalization conference has been designed to bring together established academics and researchers to serve as guest speakers/panellists for seven proposed sessions.   A number of the speakers have been confirmed which demonstrates that this conference will indeed be informative and provocative.  

The following topics and speakers have been confirmed to date:

1. Rethinking Globalization  -  This presentation will include a speaker from The University of Manitoba – to be confirmed.    

2. In the Aftermath of September 11:  Should we Rethink Globalization? (Nanette Neuwahl, the Jean Monnet Chair in European Integration at the University of Montreal, and Brigitte Levy with one other unconfirmed speaker) [Session coordinators:  Brigitte Levy (blevy@uottawa.ca), University of Ottawa, and Eggert Peterson (peterso0@ms.umanitoba.ca), Dept. of Bus.Admin., Asper School of Business]

It has been argued that September 11, 2001 marked the end of an era and the beginning of a new one characterized by an increasing interrelation between local events and global phenomena.  Globalization carries significant implications for governments, multilateral institutions and business leaders.  In this context we will address issues related to trade, borders, immigration policy and security.

3. Does International Financial Contagion Really Exist? – G. Andrew Karolyi, Professor of Finance, Fisher College of Business, The Ohio State University [Session Coordinator, Usha Mittoo (umitto@ms.umanitoba.ca), Dept. of Finance and Accounting, Asper School of Business]

The wave of crises in the 1990s – “Tequila Crisis” following the devaluation of the Mexican peso in 1994, “Asian flu” prompted by the devaluation of the Thai bath in 1997 and the Russion default “crisis” in 1998 – have prompted economists to examine the factors that trigger such crises and to propose models for issuing early-warning signals.  But are these crises separate events, or are they symptoms of spreading global financial contagion?  Can we define financial contagion? How can  it be measured?  How does it relate to real linkages among economies through trade or financial linkages through foreign direct and portfolio investments?  What role do financial institutions play in propagating international financial contagion?  The presentation will seek answers to these and other questions and discuss broad implications for policymakers, portfolio managers and corporate managers.

4. From the Canadian Perspective:  Canada’s Role in Globalization – Ingrid A. Bryan, author of “Canada in the New Global Economy” and Chair Professor at Ryerson University, and Vishwanath V. Baba, Dean Michael G. DeGroote School of Business, McMaster University [Session coordinator:  Xiaoyun Wang (xiaoyun_wang@umanitoba.ca), Dept. of Bus. Admin., Asper School of Business]

This paper begins by examining current trends in the world economy, their origins and what the future might hold.  Professor Bryan will look at the prospects for further trade liberalization, and then turn to the implications for Canada.  Various Canadian economic indicators will be surveyed and compared to those of other countries.  Explanations will be provided about why the gap between the Canadian GDP per capita and the US GDP per capita is increasing and the implications of this widening gap on the current environment for Canadian business, including a discussion of the impact on business of the low value of the Canadian dollar.  The presentation will conclude with some suggestions for actions by various levels of governments to make it possible for business to thrive.  (Bryan)

In a rapidly globalizing economy, Canadian Business Schools are increasingly facing the tension between professional standardization and cultural pluralism.  They need to train Canadian managers who have the core competencies to manage anywhere, to manage any organization.  At the same time, they also need to sensitize their students to the relevance of culture and context for managerial effectiveness.  The challenge is to treat them as two sides of the same management coin.  The presentation will focus on how to meet this challenge.  (Baba)
5. Keynote Address – The Global Security Environment and North American Economic Integration - Lloyd Axworthy, Director, the Liu Centre for the Study of Global Issues [Session Coordinator, Edward Bruning (ebrunng@ms.umanitoba.ca), Dept of Mktg, Asper School of Business]

The keynote address will focus on the new global security environment and how it affects individuals, companies and nation states.  Arguments will be presented for the need to re-evaluate the notion of risk and the responsibility to protect.  In particular, the new global security environment requires Canada to reassess the impact of economic integration in North America and what it meas for redefining our approach to multilateral institutions.

6. International Labour Systems and Standards – Roy Adams, McMaster University, additional speakers to be confirmed. [Session Coordinator:  John Godard (godard@ms.umanitoba.ca), Dept. of Bus. Admin., Asper School of Business]

Substandard working conditions and employee rights in developing nations represent a major focus of globalization critics.  But there has also been widespread concern that globalization has resulted in a deterioration of working conditions and rights in developed economies.  This session will address these issues and will examine alternative strategies for improving workplace conditions and rights in both developed and developing nations given the economic, political, and ideological constraints associated with globalization.  

7. Managing for the Benefit of All Stakeholders – Pat Roy Mooney, Executive Director, Action Group on Erosion, Technology and Concentration and recipient of the The Right Livelihood Award (the “Alternative Nobel Prize”) from the Swedish Parliament, Gerhard Pries the CFO for MEDA and the GM of Sarona Global Investment Fund, and Jerry Buckland, Ph.D. is a rpofessor at Menno Simons College in International Development Studies. [Session Coordinator, Bruno Dyck (bdyck@ms.umanitoba.ca), Dept. of Bus. Admin., Asper School of Business]

This session will have three presenters.  The first presentation will identify key stakeholders and issues of globalization from a critical perspective.  The second presentation will examine the notion of a global civil society, including issues like genetic engineering, nano technology and human genomics.  The final presentation will focus on issues related to micro-financing.

Tentative Schedule:

Tuesday, May 28, 2002

1:00 –2:00 pm  
- Opening Remarks and Rethinking Globalization Introductory Session

2:00 – 3:30 pm 
- In the Aftermath of September 11:  Should we Rethink Globalization?

3:30-3:45 pm   
- Break

3:45-5:15 pm 
- Does International Financial Contagion Really Exist?

5:30-6:30 pm 
- Reception 

Wednesday, May 29, 2002

8:30-10:00 am
- From the Canadian Perspective:  Canada’s Role in Globalization

10:00-10:15 am
- Break

10:15-11:45 am
- Keynote Address – Lloyd Axworthy

12:00-1:00 pm
- Luncheon 

1:00-2:30 pm
- International Labour Systems and Standards

2:30-2:45 pm
- Break

2:45-4:15 pm
- Managing for the Benefit of All Stakeholders

4:15-4:45 pm
- Wrap-up and closing remarks

For more information please see the ASAC 2002 website at:  www.umanitoba.ca/asper/asac2002 or contact:

Sue Bruning, ASAC/CGAOBIC Conference Chair

Asper School of Business

University of Manitoba

Winnipeg, MB   R3T 5V4

(204) 474-6566 (office)

(204) 474-7545 (Fax)

bruningn@ms.umanitoba.ca
Rethinking Globalization:  Critical Perspectives
Please Print in Block Letters
� Dr.     � Mr.     �  Ms. Last Name ________________________  First Name ____________________
Institutional Affiliation 
______________________________________________________________________

Address 
___________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________

Office Phone
__________________________  Home Phone  ________________________________

Fax
__________________________  E-mail 
     ________________________________

CGA Ontario Member? �  yes     �  no   If yes, Membership Number ____________________________

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES (All fees are in Canadian dollars)

Rethinking Globalization Conf. (regular) (if ASAC 2002 registrant or CGA Ontario Member): 


Payment by April 15, 2002: $75; after April 15, 2002:  $110.00        
$________

Rethinking Globalization Conf.  (regular) (if not ASAC 2002 registrant or CGA Ontario Member):



Payment by April 15, 2002: $125; after April 15, 2002: $180.00       
$________

Rethinking Globalization Conf. (student/retired) (if ASAC 2002 registrant or CGA Ontario Member):



Payment by April 15, 2002: $40; after April 15, 2002: $60       
$________

Rethinking Globalization Conf. (student/retired) (if not ASAC 2002 registrant or CGA Ontario Member):
Payment by April 15, 2002: $60; after April 15, 2002: $80
$________

Keynote Address and Luncheon Only 


Payment by April 15, 2002: $50; after April 15, 2002 $75
$________


SPECIAL EVENTS 
Please indicate those events you plan to attend:

Meals:
Tues
Welcoming Reception
� 



Wed.
Luncheon
� 

Transportation during conference:

� Please check if special transportation needs are required.

TOTAL CONFERENCE FEES (please include cheque or money order to 

     “University of Manitoba/Global Conf.”, or credit card information below)
$________

     Credit Card Information:   � VISA � Master Card

   Card # ______________________________________________

   Expiration Date:  ____________

   Signature:  _____________________________________

Note:  Early Registration Deadline is April 15, 2002.

