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Overview:
From the exploits of Al Capone and John Dillinger to the influence of J. Edgar Hoover, the ordeal of Patty Hearst, the trial of O.J. Simpson, and the politics of mass incarceration, the clash between police, criminals, and the law has never ceased to fascinate and horrify.  This seminar will examine that fixation by investigating some notorious individuals and infamous events of the past century.  The objective is to use both the myth and reality of crime as a lens through which to view racial, class, and gender issues in American political, social, and cultural history.
Texts:
· Richard Gid Powers, Secrecy and Power*

· Jonathan Eig, Get Capone*

· Elliott Gorn, Dillinger’s Wild Ride*
· Truman Capote, In Cold Blood*
· Michael Flamm, In the Heat of the Summer*

· Jeffrey Toobin, American Heiress*
· Simpson selection (see below)

All texts except Secrecy and Power by Powers are available at the bookstore.  The * indicates that the text is also on reserve in the library.
Requirements:

· Prepare a reading guide (RG) for every discussion session.  Include a generous mix (two to three per chapter) of broad discussion questions (DQs) and specific talking points (TPs) with page numbers.  Submit them via Blackboard and bring a copy to class.

· Submit two reading essays (1000-1250 words) on the texts of your choice.  The essays should analyze – not summarize – an issue, theme, or idea that is central to the work (s) and that you find interesting or controversial.  For possible topics, consult the list provided in the syllabus.  In the first paragraph, introduce the book (s) and offer a thesis with which a reasonable person could disagree.  Develop and defend the argument with logic and evidence.  Consider alternative viewpoints.  In the final paragraph, restate the thesis (in modified form) and assess the historical value of the book or reading.  Does it add significantly to your knowledge or understanding of the period?  Failure to submit both essays will result in an “F” for the course.
· Prepare a class introduction for the book I assign (with your input).  Use the Internet to offer information about the author (s).  Locate at least two scholarly or popular reviews, send them to me in advance, and present their critique of the book to the seminar.  Offer your reaction and then pose a broad interpretive question to launch the discussion.    

· Submit a final paper (2000-2500 words) via Blackboard that compares and contrasts a recurring theme or issue from the seminar that you find interesting or important.  Use at least two of the course texts (no outside research is expected or required).  Make an argument – do not simply summarize or review the books.  Double space with standard margins and page numbers.  Include a title and use parenthetical citations (Gorn, 139) for specific facts and direct quotations.  The paper is due on ____ (see syllabus).

· The final rewrite is due on ____ (see syllabus).  It may enable you to raise your original grade by one letter (from a B- to an A- for example) or to a B-, whichever is higher.  You must see me before you submit the rewrite.  Warning:  I also reserve the right to lower the grade if I detect a serious lack of effort and believe that you have wasted my time.  Failure to submit the paper or rewrite will result in an “F” for the course.

· Deliver an oral presentation (eight to ten minutes) based on your final paper.  You may use note cards, but do not read to the class – extra credit if you employ PowerPoint or Prezi.

Late papers will receive substantial penalties (one full letter grade per day).  Do not plagiarize or cheat – academic misconduct will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean.  Be warned:  Blackboard monitors all submissions for possible violations.  To access reading material and submit written work, go to the course page in Blackboard.

Grading:

· Class participation 




50 percent

· Reading essays





25 percent

· Final paper





25 percent

Regular attendance is required.  More than one excused absence (prior notification) will lead to a reduction of at least one letter in the class participation grade.  Any unexcused absences (no prior notification) will result in an “F” for the class participation grade.  The discussion guides and oral presentations will count as part of class participation.  Significant progress will receive appropriate recognition.  You will receive a writing (“R”) credit if you earn a passing grade for this course.
Policies:
Arrive on time – lateness is disruptive and disrespectful.  Bring a drink if necessary but not food – eating in class is NOT allowed.  Leave your phone in your pocket and your computer in your bag – screens are NOT permitted either.  Show tolerance and respect for the views and opinions of others.  Please see me as early in the semester as possible if you have a learning disability or special need.  I am always willing to make reasonable accommodations in compliance with federal law and university policy.     

Topics and Assignments (due by the start of class unless otherwise announced):
January 24:  

Course Introduction
Discussion:

Course Overview and Reading Guides (syllabus)

January 26:

Lecture: “The Clash of Cultures”
Handouts:

Writing Worksheet and “Style Matters”
January 31:

The Rise of J. Edgar Hoover
Discussion:

Powers, Secrecy and Power, chapters 1-8
February 2:

Video:
 “Al Capone: Icon” or “G-Men: The Rise of J. Edgar Hoover”
February 7:  

The Gangster
Discussion:

Eig, Get Capone
February 9:

Lecture: “The Great Depression and the War on Crime”
February 14:

The Bandit
Discussion:

Gorn, Dillinger’s Wild Ride

February 16:

Video: “Bonnie & Clyde”
Due (2/17):

ESSAY #1 (Powers, Eig, or Gorn)
February 21:

“True” Crime
Discussion:

Capote, In Cold Blood
February 23:

Lecture: “The Crisis of Order in the Sixties”


February 28:

The Fall of J. Edgar Hoover
Discussion:

Powers, Secrecy and Power, chapters 9-13 and epilogue

March 3:

Video:
“1964” (iTunes; Harlem from 44 min-1:19 min)
March 7:

The Politics of Riots, Rebellion, and Race
Discussion:

Flamm, In the Heat of the Summer
March 9:

Lecture: “Race, Crime, and Mass Incarceration” [REVISE]
Due:


MIDTERM SELF-EVALUATION

March 14:

University Holiday
March 16:

University Holiday
March 21:

Video: “The 13th” (Netflix)
Due:


ESSAY #2 (Capote, Powers, or Flamm)

March 23:

Lecture: “America Adrift”
Discussion:

Topic memo (syllabus)

March 28:

The Radical
Discussion: 

Toobin, American Heiress

March 30:

Paper Topics
Due:


TOPIC MEMO
April 4:

Video:
“OJ: Made in America” (episode 4)
April 6:

Race, Class, Gender, Celebrity, Justice, and the Media
Discussion:  

Simpson selection (see below) and assigned episode (1-3 or 5) from “OJ: 



Made in America” (Beeghly AV)
April 11: 

Lecture: “The Great Crime Decline”
Discussion:

Paper guidelines and structure (sample introduction / conclusion)

April 13: 

No Class
Due (4.14):

FINAL PAPERS & FINAL CHECKLIST
April 18:

Individual Conferences

April 20:

Individual Conferences
April 25:

Crime and Cinema
Video:


“Public Enemies” (2009), “J. Edgar” (2011), or “Capote” (2005)
April 27:

Crime and Cinema
Video:


“Public Enemies” (2009), “J. Edgar” (2011), or “Capote” (2005)
May 2:


Course Conclusion
Discussion:

Paper topics or final review
Due (5/3):

FINAL REWRITE & SELF-EVALUATION

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For the Simpson selection, please choose one of the following (first come, first served):
Primary accounts:


O.J. Simpson, If I Did It

Christopher Darden, In Contempt

Marcia Clark, Without a Doubt

Alan Dershowitz, Reasonable Doubts

Robert Shapiro, The Search for Justice

Johnnie Cochran, Journey to Justice

Mark Fuhrman, Murder in Brentwood
Tom Lange, Evidence Dismissed: The Inside Story of the Police Investigation
Mike Gilbert, How I Helped OJ Get Away With Murder
Secondary accounts:


Jeffrey Toobin, The Run of His Life: The People v. O.J. Simpson

Lawrence Schiller, American Tragedy: The Uncensored Story of the Simpson Defense

Vincent Bugliosi, Outrage: The Five Reasons O.J. Got Away with Murder

Daniel Petrocelli, Triumph of Justice: The Final Judgment on the Simpson Saga

Jerrianne Hayslett, Anatomy of a Trial

M.L. Rantala, O.J. Unmasked: The Trial, the Truth, and the Media

Paul Thaler, The Spectacle: The Media and the Making of the O.J. Simpson Story
Sample Reading Guide (RG) for Fellow Travelers
The dictionary definition of the phrase “fellow travelers” is “a person who sympathizes with and often furthers the ideals and program of an organized group (as the Communist party) without membership in the group or regular participation in its activities” (Merriam Webster).

DQ:  How does this term apply to Laughlin and Fuller? Does it apply to any other characters in the book, and in what way?
DQ:  Mallon seems to have taken great care in accurately describing the city at the time. Does this enhance the narrative or is this information extraneous? Does it detract from the story in being too specific? Interesting to note that Mallon has a book on Watergate at the front of Beeghly Library, the Watergate being located in Foggy Bottom. 

DQ:  In an interview with Metro Weekly, Mellon said “In the scenes where the two of them are having sex, I think you learn more about them and about their psychological relationship than you do at any other time in the book. They're sort of naked in more ways than one.”  Do you agree or disagree?

TP:  How do Tim and Hawkins differ in their view of the government? Does this shed light on their personalities? Hawkins has an interesting description with the use of the word “widgets” (319). Tim finds army life easy (310).

TP:  There is a clear theme of “How to Be a Man”, which comes from a speech Fuller heard at St. Paul’s (107). How does this apply to the various men in the novel?

TP:  Senator Potter, whom Tim works for, lost his legs in the war (43). Potter’s driver is also a one armed man (122). Does this incorporate the theme of manhood? As a part of Potter’s staff, is Tim disabled in some way?

DQ:  Does Hawkins Fuller’s name deal with this theme in anyway (specifically “Fuller”)? Are there any other connotations of his name (especially considering Tim’s world and political views, particularly regarding patriotism and the communist threat)? 

DQ:  Mary calls Fuller the “reluctant track star”. This is arguably the most interesting description of Fuller with “Why run the race when you’ve already won it?”  How does this factor into Fuller’s character and choices in the story?

TP:  Religious themes are prevalent throughout the narrative, often in surprising contexts. 

“Give him up for Lent?” (124). The characters of Mary and Paul. “Empty of gold or frankincense” (217). Tim actually describes his love for Hawkins as divine (228). 

Tim being turned in around Easter.

TP:  During their first night together, Hawkins asks Tim “Who owns you?” In his mind, Tim asks himself “Who made us? God made us.” Verbally he responds with Fuller’s name. What does this mean? Does Fuller occupy a Christ like position for Tim?  Interesting to note, the cuff links Tim receives from Hawkins say “HF”, which Hawkins claims stands for “Have Faith” (103).

TP:  Is there any connection between Tim’s view of sex with Hawkins and the taking of the sacrament in church? After finally giving Hawkins up to God, Tim “received the Body of Christ Our Lord” (241). 

DQ:  There is a very interesting paragraph from the perspective of Mary where she contemplates the character of Hawkins. She thinks “He wasn’t angry because she knew his secrets; he was angry because she couldn’t be the way out of them” (118). Is Mary a reliable narrator here?

Another instance of Mary as a questionable narrator occurs when describing Hawkins marriage. Is she accurate here? (276).

TP:  How does Mary feel about Hawkins? Do we ever get an honest analysis? See page 333. 

DQ:  Are there implied similarities between Cohn and Schine and Fuller and Laughlin?

TP:  After Hawkins uses the prospect of a threesome to turn away Tim, Tim makes a joke to himself about the Holy Trinity (138). Is there meaning in this? Could this factor into the parallels to Cohn and Schine? 

TP:  There is another mention of a third man during the description of the photo scandal (144). The Trinity is mentioned again when Hawkins surprises Tim with “how many fingers?” (341). 

TP:  What is the meaning of Tim asking Hawkins to hit him? (148). Catholic connection?

DQ:  There is a recurring idea that everyone has something on someone. How does this apply to Hawkins and Laughlin if at all?

TP:  An interesting quote that ties into this can be found in a letter Tim leaves for Hawkins. “You said knowledge is insurance. Against what? The chance that somebody might turn out to be what he appears to be? That somebody might not own somebody else?” (189). “Who had had what on whom” (272).

TP:  Hawkin’s describes himself as the “man who has everything” and that he “always will” (195). Do you agree with this considering the prologue and epilogue?

TP:  What is the meaning of Tim throwing the milk bottle from the top of the building? (217).

TP:  Is there a connection between the cherry blossom paper weight and Mary’s baby (335)? This is interesting considering what we learn about Mary and her daughter during the epilogue. 

TP:  Does Fuller love Tim? (265). Hawkin’s admission leaves this somewhat open to interpretation (313). Very important to remember the reappearance of the paper weight (354). 

DQ:  Would Hawkins have ever been faithful or willing to commit to Tim if homosexuality was accepted in the society they lived in, or is there something else at the core of Hawkins that fears any sort of real emotional commitment?

Sample Topic Memo

Throughout the course I have noticed a casual correlation between American economic prosperity and the advancement of women’s rights. During the 1920s, an economic boom time, American women seriously challenged gender roles and sexual norms for the first time in American history. This was followed by a regression of women’s rights during the Great Depression, but a resurgence of progress during World War II and the postwar 1950s and 1960s. Not only do women’s rights make greater progress when the economy is doing well, but when feminists argue for women’s rights using economic data, there is less of a backlash against their proposals. The economic argument, therefore, is the greatest tool that American feminists can use to obtain their goals. 

The most contentious element of this perspective is the argument that the 1950s actually empowered rather than oppressed women. The 1950s did enforce strong gender roles, but part of a woman’s role was as the consumer. The decade began a trend of overwhelming female domination of the American market, which has culminated today in a state of affairs in which 86 percent of American consumers are female. Although the 1950s represented a temporary setback in women’s rights, it created a power base that the second wave used in the 1960s and 1970s, to great effect.

I will use Elaine Tyler May’s book Homeward Bound to analyze the unexpected and unintentional empowerment of the 1950s American woman. Although rigid gender roles vilified working women, the prospering American economy allowed women to continue to enter the workforce. In addition, the burgeoning consumer culture put the fate of many men’s jobs in the hands of female consumers. I will then use Susan Douglas’s work, Where the Girls Are, to examine the gains made in women’s rights when both American men and women began to recognize the power of the female consumer. I will use Nancy F. Cott’s The Grounding of Modern Feminism to examine the American woman during the 1920s and 1930s.

Sample Introduction
When Thomas Jefferson penned the famous words “life, liberty and pursuit of happiness,” he had in mind a similar phrase by John Locke: life, liberty and property. The connection between economic independence and individual freedom became engrained in the American national psyche from the birth of the nation. Women, however, were excluded from the lofty ideals of freedom espoused by the Founding Fathers. When early feminist Marie Jenny Howe proclaimed in 1912 that “We intend simply to be ourselves . . . not just our little female selves, but our whole big human selves,” she was one of many women who had begun to question her role as a dependent (Cott, p. 39). Tired of their second-class status, akin to children and slaves, American women recognized economic independence as a key to personal freedoms so long denied them.

Throughout the twentieth century, the successes and setbacks of the women’s movement mirrored the ups and downs of the American economy—economic boom times corresponded with new gains in the women’s movement, while recessions and economic instability were the movement’s worst enemies. Although other factors throughout the decades hindered the credibility of the women’s rights movement—racial and class tensions, negative or trivializing media coverage, and the image of the “catfight,” to name a few—none had such a drastic effect as a faltering economy. Even during these economic downturns, however, economic arguments were the feminist’s best allies. During periods of backlash against feminist demands, economic arguments had the most success with American men, resonating with a historic cultural emphasis on the right to economic independence. Although American women did not always choose to exploit their economic power, as they began to account for an ever-larger sector of the economy, this power became their most effective weapon. When they made use of it, especially when the economy was thriving, American women made the greatest advances.

This paper will explore how American women in the twentieth century both actively and unwittingly benefited from American economic prosperity in their quest for greater freedom and independence. Following a chronological approach, it will examine the effects of World War I and the prosperous 1920s through the aid of Nancy F. Cott’s The Grounding of Modern Feminism (1989). For an analysis of the setbacks prompted by the Great Depression, Elaine Tyler May’s Homeward Bound (1988) will supplement Cott’s work. Next, May’s book will lay the groundwork for a discussion of the unintended economic empowerment of the American housewife during the 1940s and the 1950s. The realization of this power and its implementation in the second wave of the 1960s will be examined with the aid of Susan J. Douglas’s Where the Girls Are (1995). Finally, the backlash against the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) and the feminist movement in general in the 1970s will be analyzed with the use of Ruth Rosen’s The World Split Open (2006).

Sample Conclusion
By 1987, when Cott wrote in her conclusion to The Grounding of Modern Feminism that feminism was becoming feminisms, the women of the second wave were famously managing work and family during the reign of the “superwoman” stereotype, with varying success. The feminist movement had entered a period of self-examination, with its leaders concerned that “the feminist had turned into a mythic figure who bore little resemblance to ordinary women and the problems they faced” (Rosen, 327). In the vacuum this created, the message of the conservative backlash against feminism became entrenched in American life and persists to this day. Feminism, far from dead or being perceived unanimously as unnecessary, had simply been unable to recover the momentum and unity which defined its second wave. 

In the twenty-first century, with a third wave of feminism underway but conspicuously resistant to categorization or ideological unity with the second wave, the individual’s interpretation of feminism has become central to the idea of feminism. Rosen describes third wave feminists as “ironic, cool, outrageous, and self-consciously politically incorrect … reject[ing] ideology in favor of accepting the “lived messiness” of feminism” (Rosen, 355). In light of all that has happened since Alice Paul wondered how to proceed after winning the vote, perhaps the messiness of feminism is its most reliable feature, dealing as it does with the lives of half the humans on earth.

Returning now to the questions asked by our hypothetical observer of twenty-first century feminism, with an eye to the implications of the “this is what a feminist looks like” T-shirt, we can see that, for now at least, the T-shirts may be right. If our observer agrees that women still do not receive the equality they deserve from society, and has ideas on how they could get it, he or she ought to put on the shirt and prepare to get messy.
Presentation Pointers
 
Professor Michael Flamm




Ohio Wesleyan University
BE PREPARED, BE YOURSELF, AND BE PROFESSIONAL.  ALWAYS DEMONSTRATE RESPECT FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR AUDIENCE.
Speech Preparation


Double or triple space the text and number the pages – do NOT use a screen

Plan to scan ahead and indicate places for dramatic pauses and eye contact

Rehearse difficult phrases or words – check the pronunciation if not certain

Read and reread the speech out loud to whomever will listen

Give careful thought to the first sentence of your presentation
Introduce the speech with appropriate and relevant historical background


Proper Attire 


Dress to demonstrate respect – business casual (no hats or jerseys, sweats or t-shirts)

Do NOT wear distracting accessories of any kind – keep the focus on you
Body Control


Begin with weight distributed evenly, hands at side and eyes on the audience

Once positioned, take a moment to become comfortable with the audience (and vice versa)

Retain the audience’s attention by not shifting your body or crossing your legs
Keep hands from pockets for extended periods

Avoid adjusting or fidgeting with clothes, hair, accessories, or notes

Vocal Delivery


SLOW DOWN, speak audibly, and articulate clearly

Make as much EYE CONTACT as possible and read as little as possible
Maintain volume and energy through the end of sentences 

Do NOT apologize for “mistakes” – the goal is “connection, not perfection”

Adopt an appropriate tone (serious, angry, sad, or humorous) for the speech

Memorize the first and last few lines – always start and end with eyes on the audience

For current office hours, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments" �www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments�








� These tips are adapted from a handout prepared by Mr. Eric Gnezda, MFA, Lecturer, “Principles and Practices of Public Speaking” (Speech 210) and “Public Speaking Workshop” (Speech 310).
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