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May 19, 2019 

In the Meantime 

We’re spending these weeks after Easter remembering what Jesus said to his disciples. These are called “farewell sayings.” As the call to worship says, if the words of a dying man are important, more so are the words of a resurrected one. Throughout the gospel, and especially at the end, Jesus is saying things to the disciples that they are supposed to remember. In the meantime, we don’t. 

I don’t know about you, but I find that the more important something is, the harder it is to remember. 

· Michael Coles and his partner came up with a grandmother’s cookie recipe and an idea to start a business baking cookies. Their business model was to sell in malls. In 1977 nobody had ever done that before and mall owners didn’t think it would fly. Finally they convinced the owners of Perimeter Mall in Atlanta and they made their installation—ovens, refrigerators, work space, cash registers, credit card, cleaning area, fire extinguishers, and cookie dough. 

The grand opening day came. Everybody was at the store. Free cookies had been advertised and their first batches were mixed, put in the ovens, and the timer turned on. When the cookies were done and ready for the next batch, they realized that they had forgotten one thing. In all the preparation, in all the planning, in all the advertising, nobody had thought to provide oven gloves! Trays of burning cookies were in the ovens & they couldn’t get them out. Instead of the aroma of fresh-baked cookies, the mall was filled with fresh-burnt cookies. Everything had to be shut down. . . . Important things are hard to remember. 

· The New Testament plainly shows this. Luke records on the evening of the empty tomb two disciples were out walking to Emmaus, a few miles from Jerusalem. “They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came alongside them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.” He asked them what they were talking about and one of them said, “You must be the only person around who doesn’t know what’s happened.” 

He said, “What’s happened?” And they told him all that Jesus had done and all the power. But his adversaries in the temple and in the government had killed him. The hope of redeeming Israel was now gone. However there was a report that the tomb was now empty. 

Since they had forgotten everything, Jesus (still disguised from their seeing) retold his message including references to the scriptures of how it was all so. He brought back to their memory the things he had said and done. It was important that they remembered, and they didn’t. 

This is why we gather every week. It is important that we hear the scripture. It is important that we sing the songs. It is important that we pray the prayers. It is important that we gather around the table where the words are repeated every Sunday, “Remember, remember.” 

In the days following Easter, the church gathers to recall what Jesus said and what Jesus did. 

· On Easter we remembered the resurrection, how nobody could believe it because in place of the Old Order, God overcomes the expected (death) with the unexpected—Life. After hearing that Light shines in the darkness and the darkness shall never overcome it, nobody remembered. 

· When the women went to the gravesite, they expected to find the results of death. Ignorance, violence, deceptive lying, & political strong-arming had killed the Lord. That was the natural order. And when the women got to the gravesite, Death was nowhere to be found. God had replaced the lifeless, brutally beaten body with a New Order. We remembered that on the cross Jesus broke the order of Death and replaced it with the grace of life. 

· On the cross Jesus held the suffering, transformng it into love. Then, and for all time, suffering transforms to love. 

This is the central message of the Christian gospel. In the meantime, we forget it. 

On the second Sunday of Easter we remembered the account of Thomas standing in front of Jesus seeing and touching his wounded, resurrected body. Jesus specifically commanded him to touch the wounds so that he could see that that they were real. Jesus wanted both Thomas and us to know that resurrection comes after abuse. Resurrection comes after suffering. Resurrection comes after real, physical death. Resurrection includes our real, physical wounds. 

· The truth is that much of our Christian culture, wants to deny wounds, wants to deny suffering. Being wounded, making terrible mistakes, and wounding others is NOT separate from real Christian life. Christian life includes our wounds, Christion life includes our wounding others. In the meantime we forget this. 

In the third Sunday after Easter, Jesus (again anonymous) calls out to the disciples who have given up. Having forgotten all he taught them, and all he did, they’ve gone back home to resume their old lives, fishing. When things are uncomfortable, we revert to what we know. But they were out all night and unsuccessful. Jesus calls out to them to fish differently. Following his instructions, they made a huge haul. And when they came ashore, he reminded them of all he had taught including that their real calling was to fish for people. 

· To find them in the deep parts of their lives, the dark parts of their lives, and to bring them up. To bring them up out of the darkness and into the light. Find the fish, find the people where they are. 

· And that’s exactly what the Risen Christ is doing. Finding his disciples where they are—in regression, back to their old ways—and he meets them where they are—in their boats, in their habitat. 

· Catching people is the same way, reminding them, or telling them for the first time that no matter how far down they’ve gotten, no matter how deep and dark it is, they are God’s children. They are God’s creation. And God wants to bring them up, to bring them back home. 

In his final days, Jesus reminds his disciples that he is the Good Shepherd 

14 I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd” (John 10) 

· No matter how hard we try to divide ourselves—rich/poor, progressive/conservative, yellow/Black, East/West, North/South . . . in the end there is only one flock. There is only one Shepherd. 

Over and over again, Jesus is teaching his disciples the same foundational message. The cross, the kingdom, his ministry, their ministry is not built on power; it’s not on divisions; not built on success/wealth; it’s built on love. But not just any kind of love. 

· Before today’s reading, in chapter 13 Jesus gathers his disciples for their third Passover meal: The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

· And while Judas was still in the room he gave these clear instructions: Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

I don’t remember who shared this story this week. They were out in a restaurant and their server was very friendly, very efficient. When she wasn’t serving guests, she was wiping down tables, straightening chairs, kindly saying good-bye to departing diners. It was a pleasure to watch her work. At the end of the meal whoever was telling this story, called the young woman aside while handing her a generous tip said to her, “I just want you to know how much we enjoyed your service. If you could point out the manager, I want to tell him/her what a good job you’re doing.” And the server said, “I am the manager.” 

· She was leading by example. No server was below her. She taught by doing. Everybody was blessed by her presence. 

· As the disciples watched Jesus serve, they were growing up. They were transforming from students, watching and listening, to full-hearted disciples in full-hearted service. Taking initiative, confident. 

And in today’s passage we have the key to all God does, all Jesus did, the key to all the disciples did, and to all we do . . . Here it is: 

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

· We are continuing the work of Jesus—caring for His creation, caring for His people, feeding them, holding them, teaching them, guarding them. 

· If we did it out of our selves, out of our strength, we would be exhausted. In the meantime, we do it through love, God’s love, God’s kindness. The love that created the world, the love Jesus shared. That love courses through us— 

· every lawn that’s mowed, every plant potted, 

every meal prepared, every lesson taught, 

every note played, every table shared, 

every bulletin printed, every bill payed, 

every community project, every board meeting, 

every nursing home, every hospital 

every repair, every HVAC set, 

every funeral visit, every van driven, 

every home visited, every letter written 

every card sent, every guest welcomed 

every mistake forgiven 

All of it encased in the love of God 

· In the meantime, we come now to the table to be filled again by this great, loving God.

