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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Fourth meeting of Working Group on ITU Reform

2-6 April 2001, Salvador de Bahia, Brazil

A.
MEETING INFORMATION

A.1
Meeting venue

Othon Palace Bahia
Convention Centre
Avenida Presidente Vargas, 2456
Ondina – Salvador - Bahia
40170- 010
Brazil
Telephone: + (55) (71) 203 – 2000
Fax: + (55) (71) 245 – 4210


Convention Centre:
Halls: Itapuã A, B, C
Pelourinho
Rooms
Exhibition Area (Cyber Cafe)
BM Tour – Tourism Agency

A.2
Hotel facilities:

Ideally situated at Ondina Beach in the most exuberant scenery of Salvador, countless events take place at the Hotel. As a result of a daring architectural project, it is not by chance that Bahia Othon Palace features the most modern Convention Centre of the city. It is considered one of the best hotels in Brazil.

· Five-star hotel

· 35 km from International Airport (2 de Julho International Airport - Symbol SSA)

· central air conditioning system for all the rooms and common area of the hotel

· private parking for guests

· 24 hour room service

· exclusive breakfast room

· open bar for residents  and their guests

· sitting and private meeting rooms

· gymnastics academy*

· swimming pool with deck bar

· sauna*

· massage centre

· beauty centre

· shops

· night club


* Tax charged by the hotel 

A.3
Hotel accommodation and reservation procedure

All hotel reservations are handled by:

A&A – Promoções e  Eventos
Rua Dias Ferreira, 417 - sala 405
Leblon – Rio de Janeiro – RJ
Phone: + (55) (21) 512 – 5308
Fax: + (55) (21) 512 – 2495
E – mail : UITSalvador@openlink.com.br

Please use the email address provided above to provide:

·  delegate’s full name

·  delegate’s departure town
·  type of room required

·  type, number and expiry date of credit card

·  check in / check out dates.

	Rooms
	Rates *

	Single (STD)
	R$ 153.25

	Double (STD)
	R$ 201.50

	Single (LUX)
	R$ 183.70

	Double (LUX)
	R$ 221.50

	Master Floor (SGL)
	R$ 263.50

	Master Floor (DBL)
	R$ 316.00

	Presidential suite
	R$ 1050.00


* Including breakfast + all taxes

A.4
Other hotel accommodation

Other hotels within walking distance of the Convention Centre are:

PORTOBELLO
20 apartments – DBL – R$110,25/room including breakfast and all taxes

ONDINAPART
15 apartments – DBL – R$119,45/room including breakfast and all taxes

CAESAR TOWERS
15 apartments – DBL – R$133,00/room including breakfast and all taxes

Please note that the special room rates for the event can only be obtained if reservations are made through the promotion  agency A&A – Promoções e Eventos.

A one-night accommodation charge will be strictly enforced for cancellations received less than 15 days before date of arrival. “No-shows” will be charged a two-night accommodation charge.

A.5
Transport facilities

Transport facilities to and from the airport will be provided by BM Tour  to delegates arriving up to two days prior to commencement and departing two days after the termination of the meetings.

The delegates are kindly asked to provide their flight number,  the company they are flying with and the date and arrival time of their flight in order to be provided with the local transportation:

Special price: US$ 15,00 per person

Delegates are kindly requested  to look for a BM Tour sign upon their arrival.

Transport reservations should be made by e-mail to the following address:

BMTOUR@CDL.COM.BR

A.6
Electricity

Electricity supply is 110 Volts.

A.7
Language
The official language is Portuguese, but most people in the resort area also speak English or Spanish.

A.8
Tipping

A normal tip is anywhere around 10%. Occasionally the tip is already included in the charged price.

A.9
Flight information

The following home page may be helpful for flight information:

http://www.digirotas.com.br
Participants are advised that an airport tax of US$ 30 must be paid, if it is not already included in the ticket.

B.
GENERAL INFORMATION
B.1
Geography

Salvador is located in Bahia, on the East coast of Brazil.

B.2
Climate
Temperatures in Salvador range between  22( to 30 (C. In April, maximum temperatures should be no more than 30(C.

Rain period: June and July.

B.3
Salvador

Salvador, founded by Tomé Souza in 1549, close to The Bay of All the Saints ( Baía de Todos os Santos), was the capital of Brazil until 1763.

Nowadays, the capital of the State of Bahia, known as “ Happy Land” is a magic, enchanted place, fascinating and mystic with its 365 churches – one for each day of the year.

The City is divided into two:

· The Lower City, on the sea level and close to the old port, has The Model Market with its typical articles for sale and the Solar Do Unhão -  precious museum and elegant restaurant.

· In the Upper City are the Pelourinho, Castro Alves Square, ancient government buildings, churches, museums and modern architecture buildings.

The Lacerda Elevator connects the two levels of the city.

In Salvador, everyone should visit the Fortresses, the Abaeté Lagoon and take part in its intense night life!

Tourism arrangements can be made through BM TOUR located near the Cyber Cafe at the Exhibition Area.  

B.4
Passport and visa regulations

A visa is required for foreign citizens (including citizens of the United States) wishing to visit Brazil. The requirements to apply for a visa usually are: two passport–size photographs, proof of roundtrip airfare and duly completed application form in duplicate. Visas are generally processed within two working days.

Delegates are advised to check with the Brazilian Embassy or Consulate in their own country to inquire  if a visa is required for the purposes of their visit to Brazil.  Please mention the purpose of your trip as meeting attendance might have a different visa status in different countries. Delegates are also urged to process their visa requests at the earliest date possible, preferably at least three weeks before their scheduled travel date.  They must also carry a valid passport.

Delegates should also be aware that, according to Brazilian health regulations, participants arriving from the following countries MUST carry an international health/vaccination card (issued by the World Health Organization) which states that a Yellow Fever vaccination has been taken no less than 10 days prior to departure. The list of countries is as follows:

South America:
Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela and French Guyana

Africa:

Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Sudan.

For further information, please consult the list (in Portuguese) at:

http://www.anvisa.gov.br/portos/febre/paises.htm
B.5
Currency

The Real (R$) is the official currency of Brazil. Travelers checks and major credit cards are generally accepted; personal checks are not accepted. For cash exchange we strongly recommend that the delegates have American dollars; the Swiss Franc can be exchanged only at some agencies of Banco do Brasil. 

Exchange rates can fluctuate. Rates on 16th January 2001 were: USD 1,00 = R$ 1,95
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