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[image: image18.wmf]FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE - Secretariat

	Regional Workshop on the implementation of 
Article 6 of the Convention in Africa
(Education, training and public awareness)
Banjul, the Gambia
13 – 16 September 2010



INFORMATION SHEET
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NOTE FROM THE SECRETARIAT

Participants are strongly advised to obtain international travel and medical insurance to cover the period from their departure for the UNFCCC meeting until the time of their return to their home country.

The United Nations and the UNFCCC secretariat disclaim all responsibility for medical accident and travel insurance, for compensation, death or disability, loss or damage to personal property and for any other costs or losses that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation at the UNFCCC meeting.

Travel for eligible funded participants to and from Banjul is the lowest cost and most direct economy fare.  The UNFCCC secretariat will not be responsible for costs associated with any changes that the funded participants may wish to make to their tickets, for example upgrading, re-routing or stopovers.
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  WORKSHOP VENUE & ACCOMODATION

LAICO Atlantic Banjul Hotel 
P.O Box 296 Banjul, The Gambia 
Marina Parade 
Tel: +220 42 28 601/ 6 
Fax: +220 42 27 861 


E-mail: reservations@laico-atlantic.com 
http://www.laicohotels.com/en/hotel/gambia/banjul/laico-atlantic.html
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  WORKSHOP VENUE & ACCOMODATION (continued)


The Ocean Oasis better known as the LAICO Atlantic Hotel & Resort is located along the charming 50 kilometer coastline of The Gambia, just minutes away from the centre of the country's capital Banjul.  
The Atlantic is not all inclusive, but it has a half board package.  Dinner is GMD242 (ca. US$8.00),  lunch with a soft drink ranges from GMD225  (ca. US$8.00) to GMD350 (ca. US$12). 
The room rates are GMD 600 (ca. US$20) for a single and GMD1200 (ca US$40) for a double. 
The well appointed bedrooms with twin or double beds make any guest's stay a homely and pleasant one.  All rooms have air conditioning, private bathroom with hairdryer and bath/shower as well as balcony, minibar, satellite television, direct dial telephone and 24 hour room service. Same day laundry service is also available and non-smoking rooms available on request.
All participants are encouraged to stay at this hotel.
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FOOD AND BEVERAGE DURING WORKSHOP

During the workshop, coffee breaks will be provided each day for all the workshops participants.  
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DINNER RECEPTION

A reception dinner will be hosted by the Government of the Gambia on Monday, 
13 September 2010 from 19:30 to 21:00 hrs.
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 DAILY SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE (DSA)

DSA for Banjul = US$ 201.00

Daily Subsistence Allowance will be disbursed in US$ based on UN rate to cover accommodation, meals, etc.  Eligible funded participants will be able to collect their DSA at the meeting venue.  Passport, plane/train ticket and boarding pass(es) are required to allow payment to be made.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTRY INTO THE GAMBIA

PASSPORT
Participants should ensure that their passports are valid.

VISAs

In addition to Commonwealth Countries, all ECOWAS member states do not require visas to the Gambia.  Listed countries below will be able to obtain a visa upon arrival when they arrive at the airport. Algeria, Morocco, Congo Brazzaville, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, South Africa, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Uganda, Burundi, Namibia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Sudan, Swaziland and Zimbabwe.

Please send a copy of your passport as soon as possible to the focal point of the workshop in the host country, Ms. Fatou Ndeye Gaye under following contacts. 

Ms. Fatou Ndeye Gaye

Senior Climate Change Officer and Gender Focal Point
Ministry of Forestry and the Environment 
The Gambia 

Phone: +220 994 11 99 
Phone: +220 794 11 99

Email: fatndeye@yahoo.co.uk
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 ARRIVAL AND TRANSPORT TO THE HOTEL

The hotel is located 15 miles or 24 km from the Airport.  Town Taxis are painted yellow and are  very popular for local trips around Banjul and the Atlantic coast resorts. 
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LANGUAGE

The Workshop official language will be English with simultaneous interpretation into French in the Plenary only.  There will be working groups during the workshop to be conducted: Anglophones and Francophones.  Simultaneous interpretation will be available once again in the plenary when these working groups report back.
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   CLIMATE

Located midway between the Tropic of Cancer and the Equator, The Gambia enjoys virtually uninterrupted sunshine and high daytime temperatures.  On the coast, The Gambia experiences only small fluctuations in temperature from winter to summer however from July to October the humidity level is high as the tropical sun will be punctuated by short but spectacular showers.
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   MEDICATION
The Gambia is just one of many countries where the risk of contracting malaria is very real but this is an avoidable illness provided adequate precautions are taken.  It is advisable that you take medicines to treat dehydration, small ailments, sun tan creams, stomach upsets, insect bites and cuts, along with mosquito repellent and to continue taking the tablets throughout your stay and after your return home.  A practice which should be avoided in any hot climate is drinking very cold drinks straight after coming out of the hot sun as this can cause stomach upsets.

  

ELECTRICITY VOLTAGE

Electrical sockets (outlets) in The Gambia is  "Type G" British BS-1363, which accept the 3 pin rectangular blade plug which is composed of 2 parallel flat pins with ground pin. The next most common type is the European-style 2 pin.  230 volts, 50Hz. UK-style.
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   CURRENCY AND BANKING

The official currency of the  Gambia is the Dalasi.  The largest note that is available is the D100 and the smallest is D5 - it is always worth trying to keep your smaller denominations as many stall traders will not have enough small notes for change if you pay with a larger note.

Please visit www.xe.com to receive the current rate.
ATM-debit and credit cards, Travelers Checks

ATM machines are still not overly reliable and credit and debit cards are still not widely accepted.  Sterling or travellers cheques can be exchanged at hotels, local banks, exchange bureaux and Euros are now widely accepted.
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SECURITY

Crime involving tourists is rare in the Gambia and safety is not a major concern.  It is wise, however, not to carry valuables or large sums of money or display them in public. The most popular beaches are manned by tourist police or hotel security officers.  Take precautions on more isolated beaches, in unlit areas and in spots away from the 'tourist track'.
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    BUSINESS HOURS & SHOPPING HOURS

Local time is GMT.

Business hours are generally 8am to 5pm Monday to Friday.
Banks: Mon-Thu and Sat 08.00-13.00, Fri 08.00-11.00, some banks like Standard also from 16.00-18.30h. 

Shops: Mon-Fri 08.30-12.30 and 15.00-18.30, Sat 08.30-13.30, in tourist area's from 08.00-20.00, mini-markets sometimes 24 hours a day. 

FURTHER INFORMATION

Please contact:

UNFCCC Secretariat

Ms. Alla Metelitsa 


Ms. Priscilla Sakupwanya 
E-mail:  ametelitsa@unfccc.int

E-mail:  psakupwanya@unfccc.int

The Gambia

Ms. Fatou Ndeye Gaye 
E-mail:  fatndeye@yahoo.co.uk

- - - - -
