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Editor: Alastair Nixon, 7 Bramblegate, Edgcumbe Park, Crowthorne, Berks, RG45 6JA. Tel: +44 (0) 1344 775378

Email:
alastair@nixon48.freeserve.co.uk

Web site: http://www.meterfranking.co.uk
.

Meter of the Month

My Meter of the Month this time comes from Peter Mantell who has found this unusual town die inscribed “SOUGH / 82938”.  The complete image below shows that has come from the telecommunications company ‘Telefónica O2’.
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So what does the number “82938” represent?  My initial first was that it might be a Mailsort Code.  However, a search on the web site http://www.afd.co.uk/ reveals that the Mailsort Code for this business is “68712”.

The only other possibility that your editor can think of, is that “82938” is a “DX” code.  “DX” stands for “Direct Exchange” (see http://www.thedx.co.uk/ourservices/mail/) and is a private mailing company often used by high street businesses such as solicitors.  [By the way, the inward part of the postcode “4DX” shown in the address slogan is just a co-incidence!]

It would not be the first time that a DX code has been seen on a meter frank as we illustrated an example on page 72-5.  In that case, the DX code appeared in the slogan position, but this would be the first time that such a code has been seen in the town die.

Your editor would be pleased to hear from anyone who has access to a full list of DX codes so that we can confirm that’s what it is.  One final thought: DX is a direct competitor to Royal Mail, so it would be slightly surprising that DX codes are allowed in the town die.
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Latest Numbers

Below is the list of ‘Latest Numbers’ as at 30th September 2010 – with updates shown in red.  Please could I have the next reports by 27th October, thanks.

Frama
 (UK) 


Matrix F2, F4, F6
F1000725
20.08.10
See MN 118


EcoMail
FSC356948
03.08.10
See MN 118


MailMax
FSC909446
04.09.09
See MN 107

Francotyp-Postalia


Optimail
T402872
12.10.09
See MN 108


Optimail 30
F04112342
27.07.10
Reported by AN

Centormail
FC5110428
23.07.10
See MN 117


MyMail
FM2119849
04.02.10
See MN 114

Ultimail
FU3115620
21.09.10
Reported by PM
Neopost


IS-330
N1051012
09.09.10
Reported by PM

IS-350 (Ex IJ-25)
N1175485
08.09.10
Reported by PM

IJ-65
N1208315
30.10.09
See MN 109


Various upgraded
N1240508
22.09.10
Reported by PM

IJ-80/90/110
N1254234
14.09.10
Reported by PM

Various upgraded
N1290064
01.03.10
See MN 117


IJ-35/45
N1318066
14.07.10
See MN 117


IS-460 (Ex IJ-50)
N1373322
03.03.09
See MN 101


IS-420 (Ex IJ-30)
N1385241
11.06.10
See MN 116


IS-440 (Ex IJ-40)
N1390285
26.05.10
Reported by AN

IS-480
N3013229
29.09.10
Reported by AN
Pitney Bowes


DM50, 55
PB062077
20.09.10
Reported by PM

DP200?
PB130215
01.04.10
See MN 116


DP400?
PB143209
19.02.10
See MN 116


DP400?
PB148004
03.04.09
See MN 105


Personal Post
PB294355
21.12.09
See MN 110


DM 300
PB311641
15.01.09
See MN 107


Personal Post
PB499249
18.08.09
See MN 109


DM 810, 900 etc.
PB526493
19.08.10
See MN 118


Unknown.
PB550554
11.08.10
See MN 118


DM 400, 550 etc.
PB614937
12.08.10
See MN 118


Post Perfect
PB764280
14.04.10
See MN 114


DM100i
PB850740
28.09.10
Reported by AN
Advanced Mail


AACC-GA
N3010342
25.03.10
See MN 117

.

Please note that images of this month’s highest numbers have been uploaded to my web site.

Recent Interesting Items

The following is an intriguing ‘RECEIVED’ marking, found on the reverse side of a franked item sent to Germany and kindly reported by Peter Huss.  The mark bears the same date as the frank (PB525885) on the envelope front and is also time stamped at 14:13.  Normally, the rate to Germany would be 60p, but here the frank bears a value of 59p.
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One suggested theory is that the user of PB525885 has collected mail from a number of companies and created a bulk posting in order to receive a discount from Royal Mail.  It is not known whether the same machine applied both the ‘RECEIVED’ mark and the frank on the front of the envelope.

Certainly, this theory is a distinct possibility as we have seen this sort of thing before.   Below is an example from 2007 – seen on this item (PB508581) by your editor:
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The reverse side of the envelope identifies the sender (Business Link, Swindon) together with a handstamp that identifies the ‘packer’, Phoenix Enterprises (also based in Swindon).  Their web site states that they provide a ‘mailing & assembly service’.  Further details can be found at: http://www.phoenixenterprises.co.uk/.  In this particular case, however, the item did not receive any discount.

Further to page 109-3 and earlier, Dave Baker reports another example of where the county only (Surrey) is shown in the town die.  This time the machine licence number is FSC353989.
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Recent Interesting Items continued

Peter Mantell reports an example of where the item count on a Francotyp-Postalia Optimail 30 machine has been reset.  The first illustration shows a recent item dated 21.9.10 with an item count of ‘00000005’.  The second illustration shows an item dated 26.6.09 with an item count of ‘00000528’ – soon after the machine was first acquired.  We have previously reported examples of item count resetting on other types of Francotyp-Postalia machines, but we believe this is the first time this has been seen on an Optimail 30 machine.  It is not known whether the count can be reset by the user or only by a service engineer.
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It is unusual to see user slogans in conjunction with pre-loaded slogans, but Peter Mantell has recently found this 5-element frank from John Port School in Derby that includes the standard ‘Good Morning’ message.
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Instructional Marks

Dave Baker reports this ‘DO NOT SURCHARGE’ mark in green ink from Doncaster MC.
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Advanced Mail

Further to page 99-9 and earlier, Peter Mantell reports two more examples of Advanced Mail use with red ink (instead of the required blue ink).  The first is on a Neopost IS-480 machine from Wolfreton School in Hull.
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The second is on a Frama MailMax machine from an unknown user in Crickhowell – a small town in Powys, Mid Wales.  A blue-ink example of this frank from 2008 is also shown.
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Printed Postage Impression (PPI) Marks

Peter Mantell has found this PPI (HQ 133) with just the letter ‘R’.  In the past, an ‘R’ used to stand for ‘Rebate’ (see page 75-8) but your editor welcomes ideas as to the meaning in this case.
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Interesting Items from the Past

Jim Ashby has found an online newspaper clipping re: the 1924 British Empire Exhibition at

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&d=EP19240823.2.96



 Jim feels that, although it doesn’t present any new information, it is still interesting to see.

Extract from the London Evening Post, 2nd July 1924:

Attractive Postcards

Postcards illustrating Dominion scenery have arrived, and Messrs. Tanner Brothers, who have certain rights over them, have taken a stall in the Pavilion. The very comprehensive series depicts scenes of the thermal regions, glaciers, and the Southern Alps Waneamu River, Southern Lakes, Stewart Island, the Fiords, Lake Waikaremoana, and all the principal cities. They are certainly very attractive, and in the few days they have been on view a great many have been sold. 

A Universal postal franker, the patent of Mr Ernest Moss (of Christchurch) is being displayed in the Pavilion, and visitors may have their post-cards franked and posted on the premises. The company, which has purchased the rights of this patent for Great Britain has had to make certain alterations to comply with British conditions.  Whereas the machines used in New Zealand have a credit meter those used in this country require prepayment.  When the full amount prepaid is exhausted, the machine automatically locks itself, and has to be visited by a post office official in order to be put into action again. 

The advantages of the postal franker are quite obvious, and this New Zealand patent is being taken up very freely by all large firms m treat Britain. Other countries, which are making use of them, are the United States, Prance, Switzerland, South Africa, Uruguay, Brazil, and the Irish Free State. Clearly the days- of the stamp collector are numbered! 

Meter Thematics from the Past

Peter Mantell has found this spectacular tropical butterfly dated 8.12.70 from the Butterfly Farm Ltd. in Bilsington, Ashford.  An Internet search reveals that the property was sold in 2000 and presumably no longer exists.
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Meter Thematics from the Past Continued

Dave Baker sends this nice motoring thematic from 1961 with that catchy slogan.
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Interesting Items from the Past

Peter Mantell has noticed this re-engraving on a Neopost 205 machine (serial J524D) where the serial number on the 1981 version is offset to the right compared with the original version.  The size of the town name has also become smaller, the inner arc extended, and a full stop added after the county name.
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Peter has also noticed a spelling error (“Morecombe” instead of “Morecambe”) in the town die of this Model 2205 machine.  The spelling in the slogan die is correct.
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Meter Thematics

In Meter News we normally illustrate thematics meters that contain a pictorial slogan, but a thematic collection can also, of course, contain non-pictorial franks.  Non-pictorial franks can add to the interest – especially if the user is known or there is a story behind the frank.  Michael Dobbs has kindly brought to my attention two ‘Metropolitan Police Service’ thematics that do not have a pictorial slogan but, nevertheless, would be of interest in such a thematic collection.

The first, N1206818, is from the Metropolitan Police Service in Earls Court.  At 29 stories and 117.3 metres high, it ranks amongst the 20 tallest buildings in Britain.  This building is a largely administrative headquarters used by the MPS Human Resources Directorate, Finance Directorate, Resources Directorate and Directorate of Information.
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The second, N1254220, is from the Metropolitan Police Service, Traffic Criminal Justice Operational Command Unit in Sidcup.  The machine itself has recently been acquired – indeed, it would have been a ‘highest number’ for last month’s Meter News.  The full address for the Traffic Command Unit is Marlowe House, 109 Station Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA15 7ES or 7ET but they use PO Box number 510 and inward postcode ‘0BQ’ in the frank.


Peter Mantell wins my ‘Meter Thematic of the Month’ award with this unusual design from the Lawrence Sheriff School in Rugby (whatever it is meant to be!).
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