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RMHS Career Center Dates
UTAH STATE



JAN. 15TH


11:15AM 

GRAND CANYON


JAN. 9TH 


9AM

ASVAB TEST



JAN. 21ST 


8AM

FINANCIAL AID NIGHT

JAN. 22ND 


6:30-8:00 pm

POST GRAD PREVIEW


JAN. 26TH 


@ LUNCH

U OF A 




JAN. 28TH


10AM

F.A.F.S.A WORKSHOP


FEB. 3RD


11:15AM

NAU





FEB. 9TH


10 AM
MCC





FEB. 12TH 


10AM

POST GRAD PREVIEW


FEB. 23RD 


@ LUNCH

Dist. Cosmetology Packets Due
FEB. 3RD 
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Juniors and seniors must complete an updated Personal Profile, which is kept in the Counseling Office and will be used to write letters of recommendation for students when applying for colleges and scholarships.  These forms can be picked up in the Counseling Office.  Only students who have a Personal Profile on file will be considered for scholarships that are offered through the Red Mountain Scholarship and Awards Committee.

OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS
When completing your college applications, request an official transcript be sent to the college.  These requests are made to Patti Roose in the Registrar’s Office and should be made at least two weeks prior to deadlines.

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 
Need a letter of recommendation from your counselor or teacher?  Pick up the request form in the Counseling Office.  Make sure you give at least 2 weeks notice, ask in person, provide a résumé, and send a thank you note afterwards. Remember, teachers and counselors receive MANY requests for these letters! Plan in advance to allow proper time!
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CAREER EXPLORATION PROGRAM 
Did you know that you can earn up to one elective credit for working at your job?  It’s called CEP (Career Exploration Program). Students who work a minimum of 128 hours and complete a workbook can earn ½ elective credit.  You can earn up to 1 credit total, for more information stop by the Career Center. Fall semester CEP student, CEP                      deadline is December 5, 2008.  

RESOURCES/WEBSITES
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!                            IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES  

The ASVAB TEST 

January 21, 2009
8:00-11:15 a.m.      RMHS – Room 400

The ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) assists students with career choices and helps provide direction with a life career path.  It is not just for students interested in a military career.

RMHS FINANCIAL AID NIGHT 
January 22, 2009
6:30-8:00 p.m.        Auditorium    



POST GRAD PREVIEW MEETINGS

Sophomores, juniors, & seniors are invited to join us for informational meetings in the Career Center.  All college bound students are welcome!  Information will be available on scholarships, admissions, financial aid, testing, special programs and other post-grad opportunities. 

Monday January 26th at lunch, Monday February 23rd at lunch, Monday March 30th at lunch, Monday April 27th at lunch.  All meetings will be held in the Career Center.

Service Learning VOLUNTEERING

Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors  Volunteer!!!  Many colleges and  scholarship donors require applicants to be involved in community service.  Start early so you are not trying to play “catch up” in your senior year when you will also be focusing on scholarship and college applications.  You can also earn a Service Learning seal on your diploma.  For information or for a list of volunteer opportunities, see Mr. Hombach in Room #265 or Mrs. Bianchi in Counseling.

MILITARY INFORMATION

GUYS – SELECTIVE SERVICE REGISTRATION REMINDER … All males must register at the time they turn 18 years of age.  It’s a federal law to register within 30 days of your 18th birthday.  You also need to register to be eligible for certain benefits, such as federal student aid, job training, and most federal employment.  Failure to register is a felony, punishable by a fine of up to $250,000, up to five years in prison, or both.  You can register on the Internet at:  http://www.sss.gov.

MILITARY RECRUITERS are available in the Career Center during lunch as follows. 

 Business cards and brochures can be picked up in the Career Center.

 AIR FORCE


2nd Thursday

 ARMY



1st & 3rd Monday

 ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
1st &  3rd Tuesday



 MARINES



1st & 3rd Wednesday

 NAVY



1st & 3rd Thursdays
 HYPERLINK "http://www.animationfactory.com/animations/alphabets/gold_sway/43d5e/" 



  Documents Need to complete the FAFSA.

For the 2009-2010 school year, you will need the following financial information. 

Select this link to print a checklist of the documents needed 

· Your Social Security Number (can be found on Social Security card) 

· Your driver's license (if any) 

· Your 2008 W-2 Forms and other records of money earned 

· Your (and your spouse's, if you are married) 2008 Federal Income Tax Return - IRS Form 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ, foreign tax return, or tax return for Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia or Palau 

· Your parents' 2008 Federal Income Tax Return (if you are a dependent student) 

· Your 2008 untaxed income records - Social Security, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, welfare, or veterans benefits records 

· Your most recent bank statements 

· Your most recent business and investment mortgage information, business and farm records, stock, bond, and other investment records 

· Your alien registration number or permanent residence card (if you are not a U.S. citizen) 

To organize your information, print and complete a FAFSA on the Web Worksheet before you begin entering your information online. 

Keep these records! You may need them again. Do not mail your records with your signature page.
The FAFSA - Step One for Financial Aid Applying for financial aid is easier than you think. Your first stop: the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). For many schools, this is the only form you need. 
What is it?

The FAFSA is the form the federal government uses to determine your eligibility for federal assistance (loans, grants, work-study appointments and some scholarships). Schools also base their financial aid packages on the FAFSA. And, as the name implies, the FAFSA is completely free.

Using the information you supply on the FAFSA, the federal processor determines your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) - the amount of money you and your parents will be expected to contribute to your college costs. Your school then applies an equation to decide how much financial aid you'll need. Your EFC is subtracted from the school's Cost of Attendance (COA) to calculate your Financial Need.

	COA
	Cost of Attendance
	Tuition, fees, room and board, books and supplies, travel and incidental expenses

	  -  EFC
	Expected Family Contribution
	Amount of money your family will be expected to contribute 

	=$$$$
	Financial Need
	Amount you will need to go to school


The school tries to meet your need through a financial aid package made up of funds from federal, state, school and private sources as well as loans and student employment.

You should submit a FAFSA every year you need aid - even if you think you don't qualify for financial aid. Your eligibility can change from year to year, especially if there are changes in your family's circumstances. Also, being rejected for federal aid is sometimes a prerequisite for receiving private awards.

When should I apply?

The new FAFSA form becomes available each year on or before January 1. Submit your application as soon after January 1 as possible.

 At many schools, funds are limited; if you submit your FAFSA too late, they won't have any aid left for you!

Your school may require additional forms besides the FAFSA or an earlier submission deadline. Contact your school's financial aid office to learn about requirements for your school.

How do I file the FAFSA?

You can file a FAFSA by:

· Visiting the FAFSA Web site and filing the form online. 

· Picking the paper form up at your high school, college or library. 

If you have any questions about the FAFSA or federal student assistance programs, call the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243, TTY 1-800-730-8913) from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday. You can also submit questions through the FAFSA Web site.

 What happens next?  After you file your FAFSA you'll receive your Student Aid Report (SAR). It's a summary of the financial aid you can expect to receive and your official record that the federal processor received your FAFSA.
If you submitted a FAFSA online, or included your email address on your paper FAFSA, you should receive your SAR in one to two weeks. Submit a paper FAFSA and you'll receive your SAR in four to six weeks. 

The federal processor will send a copy of your SAR to up to six schools that you list on the FAFSA. If you're applying to more than six schools you can send photocopies of your SAR. 

Once you've received your SAR:

· Carefully review to make sure all the information is correct. If there are any errors, you can correct them online if you completed your FAFSA on the Web. Otherwise, call your school's financial aid administrator or the Student Financial Aid help desk at 1-800-433-3243 to ask how you should make corrections. 

· Note your Data Release Number (DRN). It's the four-digit number located on the lower left corner of the first page of your SAR. You will need it to apply to additional schools. 

· Check to see if your SAR has been selected for verification. If you have been selected, there will be a notification in the text of your SAR. About 30 percent of FAFSAs are randomly selected for verification.

If selected, you will be asked by your college financial aid administrators to provide more information. Be sure to respond as soon as possible. Your aid offer may be delayed until the materials are received - which may leave you without aid if funds have already been allotted.

If you do not receive your SAR within four to six weeks, call the federal processor at 1-800-433-3243. Be ready to provide your Social Security Number and date of birth for verification. Do not submit another FAFSA form.

Filling out your FAFSA is the first step toward receiving financial aid. Start early, follow these steps and you may find that financing your college education is easier than you thought!

Source:  Kay Peterson, Ph.D.,  Fastweb.com              
COLLEGE TESTING – SAT and ACT
                  RMHS’ School Code is 030221

COLLEGE TESTING/ACT  &  SAT

RED MOUNTAIN SCHOOL CODE 030221

RED MOUNTAIN SAT LOCATION CODE 03154


 Seniors, sign up NOW if you have not taken the ACT or SAT yet.  Juniors, you should take the ACT or SAT in the spring or early summer if you are planning to attend a four-year college or university.   Registration packets are available in Counseling or you can register online at:

SAT:  www.collegeboard.com    ACT:  www.actstudent.org
	S A T
	A C T

	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline

	
	
	
	

	October 4, 2008
	September 9, 2008
	September 13, 2008
	August 12, 2008

	November 1, 2008
	September 26, 2008
	October 25, 2008
	September 19, 2008

	December 6, 2008
	November 5, 2008
	December 13, 2008
	November 7, 2008

	January 24, 2009
	December 26, 2008
	February 7, 2009
	January 6, 2009

	March 14, 2009
	February 10, 2009
	April 4, 2009
	February 27, 2009

	May 2, 2008
	March 31, 2009
	June 13, 2009
	May 8, 2009

	June 6, 2009
	May 5, 2009
	
	


	WHAT ARE THE  DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ACT/SAT??

	S A T
	A C T

	
	

	Basic Fee:  $45.00
	Basic Fee:  $31.00  no writing, $46.00  w/writing

	Tests critical thinking and problem solving
	Content based test

	Tests vocabulary/much more than ACT
	Four-section exam: English/Math/Reading/Science Reasoning

	Is not entirely multiple choice
	Tests English grammar

	Has a guessing penalty
	Has no guessing penalty

	Writing essay section mandatory(25 minutes)
	Writing essay section optional (30 minutes) additional $14.50

	Math=Arithmetic, Algebra 1 & 2, Geometry
	Math=Pre/Inter.Algebra, Coordinate/Plane Geometry, Trigonometry

	Perfect score = 2400
	Perfect score = 36

	All scores reported to colleges
	Students choose best score to report to colleges


RMHS  Career Center has ACT and SAT practice books that can be checked out by students.
MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

College options… not sure if a four-year college is right for you?  There are lots of options out there.  Consider your other educational options:

· Community College – a good alternative to expensive four-year colleges.

      A two-year college provides a reasonably priced education too primarily

      local residents.  Community colleges generally have more flexible schedules

      and can accommodate people’s work or family needs.  Students seeking 

      Four-year degrees can spend their first two years of college at a

      Community college and pay significantly less money than they would at the 

      average four-year school.  Two-year associate degrees are also offered. 

      The ASSET placement test is required for admission.

· Vocational/Technical College – offers programs that focus on training students for the job market.  

MESA COMMUNITY COLLEGE… is one college with two convenient campus locations offering experienced instructors, challenging courses and quality facilities.  Students have access to a full range of transfer, career-oriented, and technical degrees and programs.  Excellent programs available in Fire Science Technology, Mortuary Science and Nursing. The website address for MCC is www.mc.maricopa.edu.  Financial aid & scholarships: www.mc.maricopa.edu/finaid   (480) 461-7600

CHANDLER-GILBERT COMMUNITY COLLEGE… offers students a wide range of classes including: Aviation, Computer Networking, Early Childhood Education, Nursing, and Teaching.  Visit the college representative in the Career Center next month.  You can find more information at their website, www.cgc.maricopa.edu.  Financial aid & scholarships: www.cgc.edu/ss/aid  (480) 732-7320

SCOTTSDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE…offers a traditional liberal arts program.  Culinary Arts, Hospitality & Tourism Management, Theatre Arts, and Equine Science are just a few of the excellent programs offered at Scottsdale Community College.  The website address for SCC is http://www.sc.maricopa.edu.  Financial aid & scholarships:  www.sc.maricopa.edu/financial/  

(480) 423-6100 
The Maricopa County Community Colleges ~ Ten colleges specializing in university transfer, career and job training programs ~   www.maricopa.edu/ 
Chandler-Gilbert  www.maricopa.edu/chandler-gilbert.php 
Estrella Mountain  www.maricopa.edu/estrella_mountain.php
Gateway  www.maricopa.edu/gateway.php
Glendale  www.maricopa.edu/glendale.php
Mesa  www.maricopa.edu/mesa.php
Paradise Valley  www.maricopa.edu/paradise_valley.php
Phoenix  www.maricopa.edu/phoenix.php
Rio Salado  www.maricopa.edu/rio_salado.php
Scottsdale  www.maricopa.edu/scottsdale.php
South Mountain  www.maricopa.edu/south_mountain.php
In-State Admission to Arizona Universities/Colleges

Seniors – the following steps must be completed before being accepted into a college/university:

1. Admission Application – You must fill out an application.  Online applications are preferred.      $25 application fee.

2. Transcript – The university/college you plan to attend must receive an official transcript mailed directly from your high school.  Complete the request card in the Registrar’s Office.

3. Entrance Exam – Colleges/universities require either the ACT or SAT.  Please check with the college you are interested in attending for their requirements.  Some schools may require Achievement Exams.  Remember…local community colleges do not require the ACT or SAT – they require the ASSET test, which is given in the Testing Center at the school.

4. Final Transcript – You must request that an official transcript of final grades be sent from the registrar to the college you will attend upon graduation.

Arizona State University

· Priority admission application deadline is December 1, 2008.  This is required in order to be considered for freshman merit based scholarships.
· On-line application preferred.
· High School aptitude requirement: GPA-3.0 in competency courses or ACT Composite- 22 or SAT Reasoning Math and Critical Reading Combined Score- 1040 or Class Rank- top 25%. 
· Be sure to schedule a campus visit.  Sun Devil Days is an excellent Open House Program for perspective undergraduate students.  The campus tour schedule can be found at:  http://students.asu.edu/visit 
· Estimated 2008-2009 costs = $ 19,122 (tuition, room/board, books, transportation) 
· Main website: www.asu.edu   RMHS Representative: Brook Barmore  480-727-1726 
Northern Arizona University

· Priority admission application deadline is February 1, 2009. 
· On-line application preferred.
· Daily campus visits are available which include an admissions session, campus tour, residence hall tour, residence hall tours, and lunch.  It is also possible to meet with an advisor in the academic area of your choice.  Make your reservation at the NAU website: http://home.nau.edu/admissions/undergrad.asp 

·  High School aptitude requirement: GPA-3.0 in competency courses or ACT Composite- 22 or SAT Reasoning Math and Critical Reading Combined Score- 1040 or Class Rank- top 25%. 
· Estimated 2008-2009 costs-17,357 (tuition, room/board, books, transportation) 
· Main website: www.nau.edu  RMHS Representative: Jenny Scott  928-523-6170
University of Arizona

· Applicants have no priority deadline dates for merit scholarships.  They will continue to award until April 1st.
· 3 in 1 application: 1 application for admission, merit scholarships and Honors College.
· U of A campus tour options: Ambassador Tour, Class Cats and U of a Close up.   
· Assured admission: top 25% class rank academic competency requirements (16 core classes) Comprehensive admission: If you do not meet Assured admission criteria, you will be considered for comprehensive admission.  Factors considered: GPA, ACT, SAT score, class rank, and strength of curriculum, extracurricular activities, personal characteristics, attributes & talents.
· All applicants are asked to submit a brief personal statement.
·  Estimated 2008-2009 costs-18,290 (tuition, room/board, books, transportation)Main website: www.arizona.edu  RMHS Representative: Brenna Carson 602-266-0059 x23
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My ASU Checklist

**Prospective Students can visit www.asu.edu/prospective OR www.students/asu.edu
1.) Visit ASU


Sign up for a campus tour online at www.asu.edu/visit
2.) Explore Majors


ASU has over 250 degree programs. www.asu.edu/degreesearch
3.) Apply for Admission


Apply online at www.asu.edu/apply. ASU’s priority date is December 1st.

4.) Send in Transcripts and Scores

· Ask each high school and college you have attended to send your official 

transcripts directly to ASU. Hand-delivered transcripts are not official. 
· If your ACT or SAT score does not appear on your high school transcript,

ask ACT www.act.org or the College Board (SAT) www.collegeboard.com to send your scores directly to ASU. 
· If you have taken AP, IB, and/or CLEP exams, request that your scores be
sent directly to ASU. 
· If you are concurrently enrolled in high school and college courses, or if
you are dually enrolled in college courses taught on your high school campus, you must request official transcripts from both your high school and the college offering the dual credit to be sent to ASU. ASU will not award college credit that appears only on high school transcripts. 
· Upon graduation from high school or completion of your current college
semester, request that a final transcript be sent from your school to ASU.
Have transcripts and test scores sent to:
Undergraduate Admissions
Arizona State University
PO Box 870112
Tempe, AZ 85287-0112
5.) Activate Online Accounts


After you have applied for admission, you will be issued an ASURITE ID, which will give you access to online services, including the ability to check your admission status. www.asu.edu/asurite
6.) Apply for Financial Aid and Scholarships


ASU encourages all students to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA becomes available in January. ASU’s FAFSA code is 001081. ASU’ priority date for submission is March 1st. www.fafsa.ed.gov

Search and apply for scholarships that may fit your profile, talents, and academic interests. http://students.asu.edu/scholarships

Note that Arizona law requires verification of citizenship or other lawful presence in the United States for all students who are receiving in-state tuition and/or financial aid funded by state money.

7.) Housing and Dining


ASU expects all freshmen to live on campus. You must be admitted to ASU before applying for housing. Submit your housing application before ASU’s priority date of February 1st. www.asu.edu/housing

Freshmen living on campus are required to purchase a meal plan. Learn more about ASU’s meal plans at www.asu.campusdish.com
8.) Verify Immunization


Your MMR verification must be submitted to ASU before you can register for classes. www.asu.edu/healthcenter
9.) Attend Orientation and Register for Classes


ASU expects all freshmen to attend orientation. During this program, students will meet with their academic advisor, learn about university expectations, and register for classes. Sign up for orientation online at www.asu.edu/orientation beginning in January. Programs run from March to July.

10.) ASU Sun Card


The Sun Card is the official photo ID card of ASU. Freshmen will obtain their Sun Cards during orientation. 

11.) Parking Decals and Commuter Options


Students may purchase parking decals online. Students living in the residence halls will receive information with their hall assignments. ASU offers a variety of commuter options, including free public bus passes and free shuttles between the ASU campuses. www.asu.edu/parking
12.) Pay Tuition and Fees


Once you register for classes, you are responsible for all applicable tuition and registration fees. Check tuition payment deadlines at www.asu.edu/calendar/academic. Sign in to your MyASU account to view and/or pay your charges. www.asu.edu/myasu
13.) Send Final Transcripts


Upon graduation from high school or completion of your current college semester, request that a final official transcript be sent from your school directly to ASU. 

14.) Attend Fall Welcome


Attend one of the many activities held to welcome you to the ASU family. www.asu.edu/fallwelcome
Questions? Useful Contacts:

· Brooke Barmore, Admissions Counselor- (480) 727-1726
· Undergraduate Admissions- (480) 965-7788, ext. 5
· Computer Accounts- (480) 965-6500
· Financial Aid Office- (480) 965-3355
· Scholarship Office- (480) 965-4845
· Residential Life- (480) 965-3515
· Campus Dining- (480) 727-3463
· Student Health Center- (480) 965-8177, Fax- (480) 965-8914
Scholarship Tips
· What is the maximum scholarship award? Awards can vary considerably, ranging from $100 to $10,000 or more. A typical scholarship award amount is $1,000 to $2,000. 

· Is the scholarship one-time only or can it be renewed beyond the initial award? 

· Is the scholarship based only on merit (no financial need requirement), or does it require both merit and need? 

· How is financial need defined for scholarships that require need? Each scholarship program has its own definition. If you are not able to obtain information about the need criteria and you can't afford to pay for your education without financial assistance, check all of the other eligibility criteria. If there is a good match overall, submit an application and your need will be assessed in the scholarship review process. 

· How does the scholarship program define merit? Some scholarships require a minimum grade point average of 3.0 to 3.5 (B to B+) and/or above average college entrance test scores, leadership, and other criteria that are highly competitive, while other scholarships have more flexible criteria and use a more holistic approach to select recipients. 

· Does the scholarship require admission to a degree-granting program? This is a common requirement, but some scholarships offer flexibility on admission status and may be available to non-admitted students, certificate-seeking students, and students enrolled in noncredit courses and programs. 

· Does the scholarship require full-time enrollment? This is also a common requirement, but some scholarships offer flexibility and may fund students who are less than full-time. 

· What are the other eligibility requirements? Is the scholarship targeted to a specific educational institution, specific field of study or major, residents of a specific geographic area, first bachelors degree, or masters or doctoral level programs? 

· Is a personal statement or essay required? This is a common requirement, although it varies by scholarship program. 

· Are letters of recommendation required? This requirement varies by scholarship program and is not as common as some of the other requirements. 

· Is an interview required? This requirement varies by scholarship program and is not as common as some of the other requirements. 

· What is the application process? Many scholarship programs have their own application forms. Some scholarships may be awarded by the financial aid office to students who have completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA); these scholarships are usually included in the financial aid package. Other scholarships may be awarded by the admissions office to admitted freshmen based on an overall assessment of the admission application. These scholarships may not require a separate application. 

· What is the application deadline? Scholarship deadlines can be six to nine months preceding the start of the academic year, while others may be closer to the start of the fall term. Some scholarship programs also accept applications for spring and summer terms. 

· Have you searched for scholarships available in your community or from your educational institution? Generally, you have the best chance of receiving scholarships from these sources. 

· How does the college to which you are applying for admission treat "outside" scholarships? Many schools allow students to combine outside scholarships with financial aid the school has awarded with no impact on the student's financial aid package unless total aid (including the outside scholarship) exceeds the total cost of attendance. If it does, loans and work-study are reduced first, usually eliminating the need for a reduction in scholarships and grants awarded by the institution. However, some institutions reduce dollar-for-dollar scholarships or grants they have awarded when students receive outside scholarships. Check with each school to inquire about its policy. 
Spring 2009 Scholarships 

Arizona State University

http://students.asu.edu/scholarships   

Northern Arizona University 

http://home.nau.edu/admissions/finaid/Scholarships.asp
University of Arizona

 https://financialaid.arizona.edu/scholarships 

Maricopa Community Colleges

http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/students/financialaid/scholarships.html
Central Arizona College

http://www.centralaz.edu/x975.xml
SCHOLARSHIP LINKS

www.scholarships.com
www.CollegeToolkit.com 

www.collegeboard.com
www.fastweb.com 

www.azcis.intocareers.org    user name: redmths  password: 4azcis02 

College Scholarships for African American Students:

 http://www6.miami.edu/financial-assistance/Scholarship/black.html
www.uncf.org 

Latino Scholarship website

http://www.latinocollegedollars.org/directory.htm
www.laef.org 

www.hsf.net 

(SR)  9 BEANS AND A BURRITO FOUNDATION…..two scholarships in the amount of $1000 will be awarded for the fall 2009/spring 2010 semesters. This scholarship opportunity is open to full-time students in any field of study with a minimum 3.5 GPA.  Visit website:  www.9beans.org for an application and additional requirements.  The deadline is April 17, 2009.

(JR, SR)  ABBOT & FENNER…This is a Business Consulting Company committed to help those who have the desire and ambition to succeed.  The award value is $1,000.  Applicants must write an essay on a given topic and submit via email. http://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarshipawards.htm Deadline is June 20, 2009.

(SR)  AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY…has established a scholarship program to give young cancer survivors the opportunity to further their education after high school.  Scholarships are based on financial need, community service/activities and an essay.  These scholarships are renewable.  Application packets can be requested by calling 866-500-3272.  Completed applications must be received no later than February 20, 2009.

(SR) ALZHEIMER’S FOUNDATION OF AMERICA ( AFA teens)… offers one, 5,000 scholarship.  You must be a United States citizen or permanent resident and plan to enter an accredited four- year college/university within 12 months of the scholarship deadline.  The application includes an essay that asks the question, “How has Alzheimer’s disease changed or impacted your life? and “What have you learned about yourself, your family and/or your community in the face of coping with Alzheimer’s disease?”  For further information visit the website: wwwafateens.org Applications must be postmarked by February 15th, 2009.  

AMERICAN LEGION…Need A Lift?  Contains extensive information on scholarships for veteran’s dependents available on line at www.needalift.org. 

       (FR, SO, JR, SR)  AMERICAN LEGION ORATORICAL CONTEST...Students can win anywhere from $300 to $18,000 depending on the achieved competition level.  All contestants shall be required to deliver a prepared oration of eight to ten minutes plus an assigned topic oration of three to five minutes.   For additional information, go to:  www.legion.org/programs or call the local American Legion Post 27 representative, Chuck Bingham, at (480) 924-1522.  The application is due on January 15, 2009.

(SR)  AMERICAN FIRE SPRINKLER ASSOCIATION…All applicants must read the “Fire Sprinkler Essay” and take a ten-question multiple-choice test.  For each question answered correctly, students will receive one entry into a drawing for one of ten $2,000 scholarships.  A total of ten (10) entries into the drawing are possible.  Applications will only be accepted online at:  www.afsascholarship.org.  Entries will be accepted from 12:00 p.m. (noon) CDT August 1, 2008 until 12:00 p.m. (noon) CDT April 1, 2009.

(SR) AMERICAN WELDING SOCIETY- NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS is a program that has many different awards. Each is worth a minimum of $2,500 annually. These scholarships are for students pursuing a specific degree at an accredited four-year college or university. Visit www.aws.org/foundation/national_scholarships.html for details and applications. The deadline for applying is January 15, 2009. 

(SR)  ARIZONA CENTRAL CREDIT UNION…offers two $2,000 annual scholarships.  Students must be a current member of the credit union, a graduating senior in high school with a GPA of a 3.0 or higher, and accepted to and plan on attending full-time an accredited college, university, or a technical/trade school in Arizona.  Employees of the Arizona Central Credit Union and/or their relatives are not eligible.  You may stop by any branch to pick up an application or log on to: http://www.azcentralcu.org/whatsnew/whatsnew.html#2008_scholarship.  Applications must be postmarked no later than May 15, 2009.

 (SR) ARIZONA CPA FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATION AND INNOVATION…The Arizona CPA Foundation and Innovation influences the choices of high potential students to enter the accounting profession in Arizona.  It supports efforts of the Arizona Society of CPA’s to attract and prepare individuals with the highest potential for contribution to the accounting profession in Arizona through initiatives in formal education.  Scholarship requirements include recipient must enroll in an Arizona university or community college as a fulltime student in the fall semester.  Recipient must designate his or her major in accounting.  Recipient must be a legal U.S. resident and current resident of Arizona.  For additional information visit http://www.ascpa.com/Content/Files/Ascpa/pdf/hs_scholarship_app_2009.pdf  Application Deadline January 30, 2009. 

(SR) ARIZONA PTA…This scholarship is for Az residents who plan to attend a NCA accredited AZ community college, college or university.  The scholarship is award in the amount of $500.00 per semester and may be either renewed for up to four years not to exceed $4,000 or two years $2,000.  Scholarship requirement are based on financial need, minimum grade average meeting college requirement of a 3.0 on a 4 point scale, and is considered to be an Arizona resident.  Completed application must be completed and postmarked no later than February 15, 2009.   

          (SR)  ARIZONA RECYCLING SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM…The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality offers high school seniors the opportunity to earn money for college while helping Arizona’s environment.  Ten (10), $1,000 scholarships will be awarded for the winning project applications.  Applicants must submit a project application describing a school or community recycling or waste reduction project that they will implement during the month of March 2009.  See website: http://www.azdeq.gov/environ/waste/solid/program.html.  Application deadline is February 6, 2009 by 5:00 p.m.

(SR)  ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY ADVANTAGE PROGRAM…. ASU Advantage is a program for Arizona high school seniors whose annual family income does not exceed $25,000 as demonstrated on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  For the students who qualify, ASU guarantees that all direct costs of attendance (tuition, mandatory fees, room, board, and books) will be covered (minus the student's Expected Family Contribution) with aid that does not require repayment (i.e. scholarships, grants, and work-study) for eight consecutive semesters of study. Visit the website at: www.asu.edu/promise.

 (SR)  ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY, MAROON & GOLD…The Maroon and Gold is for Arizona residents who will be entering freshmen at ASU 2009/2010 and are not recipients of other tuition waivers.  Ethnic minority, first generation, or low income students are encouraged to apply.  Requirements include completion of the FAFSA, outlining academic achievements, involvement in activities, and a personal statement. Applications are available at:  http://students.asu.edu/scholarships.  The deadline is February 2, 2009.

(SR)  ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY NINA MASON PULLIAM LEGACY SCHOLARS…This scholarship is available to individuals meeting at least one of the following criteria:  Incoming freshman or continuing students ages 18-25, raised through the child welfare system and having no form of financial support, College-age youths and adults with physical disabilities, Adults 25 years of age or older who have dependents in their household.  Information and applications can be downloaded or completed online at:  http://ninascholars.asu.edu
(SR)  ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY PRIVATE DONOR SCHOLARSHIPS…. Employers, private individuals, organizations and corporations are all contributors to private scholarships.  These scholarships are awarded through the Scholarship Office and through departments within the colleges.  A student seeking to apply for a private scholarship must complete the proper scholarship application(s).  To view some on these private and departmental scholarships, visit:  http://students.asu.edu/scholarships.

         (SR)  A.W. BODINE--SUNKIST MEMORIAL…awarded to eligible graduating seniors who meet the following criteria: 1) the student or someone in the student’s immediate family must have derived the majority of his or her income from agriculture, 2) must have financial need, and 3) GPA and extracurricular activities indicative of potential for success.  In addition, selection is based on a combination of College Board test scores, an essay, and references.  While the award amount may vary, it averages $2,000 per academic year and is renewable, based on an annual review.  The application and additional information are available online at:  www.sunkist.com/about/bodine_scholarship.asp.  The deadline is April 30, 2009.

(FR, S0)  AYN RAND ANTHEM ESSAY CONTEST…offers scholarships to freshmen and sophomores for writing an essay of at least 600 to a maximum of 1,200 words on one of three topics covering the novel, “Anthem.”  Details are on the website at:  www.aynrand.org/contests.  The deadline is March 20, 2009.

(JR, SR)  AYN RAND FOUNTAINHEAD ESSAY CONTEST is based solely on an essay with a choice of three topics.  First place is one $10,000 prize and there are five second place prizes at $2,000, ten third place prizes at $1,000, 45 finalists at $100 each and 175 semifinalists at $50 each. The essay needs to be no fewer than 800 and no more than 1,600 words in length.  See website at:  www.aynrand.org/contests.  The deadline is April 25, 2009.

(SR) BARBARA WIEDNER AND DOROTHY VANDERCOOK MEMORIAL PEACE SCHOLARSHIP…This scholarship program is sponsored by Grandmothers for Peace International and will provide four $250 awards for qualified students with the possibility of a $500 scholarship.  Applicants must write a brief autobiography of their activities relating to peace and social justice, nuclear disarmament issues, and conflict resolution.  Details are available online at:  www.grandmothersforpeace.org/scholarships.  The application deadline is March 1, 2009.

(JR, SR) BECAS/MALDEF SCHOLARSHIPS…These scholarship are available to all students regardless of immigration status.  There is a list of private scholarships to help with educational expenses through the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund.  There are also private lenders who may have less stringent eligibility requirements.  For additional information visit:  wwwmaldef.org    

  (SR)  BEST BUY SCHOLARSHIPS…Best Buy Children’s Foundation grants scholarships to students who have good grades and outstanding community service.  Recipients will be chosen based on community service and academic achievement.  $1,500 scholarships will be awarded to two students living within 50 miles of each Best Buy store.  All applications must be submitted online at:  www.bestbuy.com/scholarships.  Application deadline is February 15, 2009.

        (SR) BILL DICKEY SCHOLARSHIP ASSOCIATION (BDSA)…This golfing association awards grants/financial aid ranging from one-time grants of $1,000 to four-years worth as much as $6,000 annually to minority students.  Awards are based on golfing ability, academic achievement, entrance exam scores, financial need, references, and evidence of community service.  Applicants must be registered in the BDSA database prior to applying.  This registration form can be downloaded at: www.bdscholar.org or you can obtain a copy in the Career Center.  It must be mailed in prior to applying.  The applications will be available at this same website as of March 2, 2009 and the application deadline will be April 21, 2009.

(SR) BKS BURGER KING SCHOLARS… $1,000 scholarships are available to all eligible high school seniors.  Log on today at www.bk.com/scholars to apply, Access Key: BKS 

(SR) CALCOT-SEITZ SCHOLARSHIP... This award is for graduating seniors from AZ and CA who plan to attend a college and major in Agriculture. Selection criteria include a GPA of 3.0, financial need and leadership qualities such as FFA, church, clubs and/or other student government involvement. Go to www.calcot.com website, click on the Resources tab, then Educational Materials. The deadline is March 31, 2009.
(FR, SO, JR, SR)  CATCHING THE DREAM…The objective is to recognize and reward outstanding student achievement.  This award is intended to help American Indian students of any age, from any U.S. tribe, within any state, striving to get an education.  Applicants must be an enrolled member and possess one-quarter degree or more American Indian blood from a federally recognized, state recognized, or terminated U.S. tribe.  All awards are based on merit, academic achievement, and ambition.  An essay including academic information, career plans, service to the Indian community, and leadership must be submitted.  Go to: http://www.catchingthedream.org.  Application deadlines are as follows:  March 15, April 15, and September 15 (see specifics online).

(SR)  DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION…offers $1000 to $2000 scholarships to well qualified graduating seniors.  Students must meet the criteria of this organization.  Visit http://www.dar.org/natsociety/edout_scholar.cfm for a list of scholarship possibilities and applications.  See your Career Specialist for the DAR Chapter contact info required on the application.  The application deadlines are as early as February 1, 2009.

(JR,SR) DECA SCHOLARSHIP…Great scholarship opportunities have been set aside exclusively for DECA members.  Some applications require that you for, or have a business relationship, with the company offering the scholarship ( Claire’s Finish line Kmart, Safeway, Sears, TJ Marshals

(SR)  DESERT CLUB OF MESA…provides scholarships to graduating high school seniors who are in need of financial assistance.  Many of our recipients work 30 to 35 hours per week, as well as, participate in positive school and community activities.  Applicants must rank in the top 6% to 50% of the graduating class.  For an application, visit:  www.christmasideahouse.org, select “scholarships”, or see the career specialist for assistance.  Applications must be postmarked no later than February 2, 2009.

         (SR) DESERT SCHOOLS COMMUNITY SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS…are opportunities available to graduating seniors who have completed 50 or more hours of community service between June 1, 2008 and March 6, 2009, have at least a 3.0 GPA, and must be a child or relative of a current member or be a member of the Desert Schools Federal Credit Union.  For additional information and the application, go to: www.desertschools.org.  Applications must be postmarked by March 6, 2009.

(JR)  DISCOVER CARD TRIBUTE AWARD…This award is for high school juniors who have a GPA of 2.75 or higher and honors your all-around accomplishments in the community as well as at school.  Applicants must have demonstrated leadership, actively contribute to your community, and have experienced and overcome a significant obstacle in your life.  Details are available online at:  www.discovercard.com/tribute .  Application deadline is January 31, 2009.

          (SR)  DORRANCE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM…The Dorrance Family Foundation provides scholarship support for those students who would not otherwise receive financial aid.  Each scholarship, valued at more than $45,000 for four years of study at one of Arizona’s three state universities, includes tuition, a $4,000 one-time international travel stipend, mentorship, internship possibilities, and leadership development.  Applicants must - be first generation to attend college, - be an Arizona high school senior, - have financial need as indicated on the FAFSA, - be admitted to an Arizona public university, - have a 3.0 minimum GPA, - minimum score of 22 on the ACT or 1040 on the SAT, - be involved in extracurricular/community activities, and - have demonstrated evidence of high motivation, determination to succeed, and potential leadership.  The 2009 application should be available online later this month at the website:  www.dorrancescholarship.com.  The deadline is February 25, 2009. 
Early Graduation Scholarship Grant Program (EGSG)…Don’t forget to make your students aware of the Early Graduation Scholarship Grant Program (EGSG). The EGSG is an incentive for high school students to graduate early and promptly transition into a postsecondary education experience. You can learn more here: http://azhighered.gov/ or here: http://www.azgrants.gov/azgrants/index.asp
(SR)  ESA FOUNDATION…Offers a variety of scholarships to eligible students.  Interested students must select only one scholarship from the list (available with application or on the website:  www.esaintl.com/esaf  High school seniors must meet the criteria of the selected scholarship, as well as having a 3.0 or higher GPA, OR score at least 22 on the ACT or 1030 on the SAT.  There is a $5 processing fee when applying.  Application deadline is February 2, 2009.

       (SR)  FASHION INSTITUTE OF DESIGN & MERCHANDISING (FIDM)…awards over $300,000 in scholarships.  Through the National Scholarship Competition, six students who demonstrate an exceptional talent and interest in Fashion Design, Visual Communications, Interior Design, Digital Media, Fashion Merchandising, or Graphic Design will each win a one-year scholarship to attend FIDM.  For more information, visit the website: www.FIDM.edu or call 1(800) 262-3436.  The deadline is April 30, 2009.

(SR) Fast Tracking the Dream...MesaCAN provides financial assistance by matching saved money from earned income.  Eligibility for applicants is based on students and/or family income.  All eligible students will receive a federal grant of up to $2000 to be used towards their tuition and books. Flyers and applications can be found in the Career Center.

(SR)  GATES MILLENNIUM SCHOLARS…Applicants for this scholarship MUST BE NOMINATED by their school.  To be considered, students must be African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian Pacific Islander American, or Hispanic American; a citizen or legal/national/permanent resident of the U.S.; attained a cumulative GPA of 3.3 or higher; attend a college or university in the fall of 2009; have financial need; and demonstrated leadership commitment through participation in community service, extra-curricular, or other activities that reflect leadership abilities.  Nomination forms are available at www.gmsp.org.  See your counselor immediately if applying.  All application materials including “Nominator” and Recommender” forms must be submitted (no exceptions) online before January 12, 2009 or postmarked on or before January 12, 2009.

       (SR)  HISPANIC SCHOLARSHIP FUND…HSF scholarship opportunities are available to graduating high school seniors who plan to enroll in college.  Students must be of Hispanic heritage, be U.S. citizens or legal permanent residents, have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.00 on a 4.00 scale and apply for federal financial aid using the FAFSA-Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  For additional information, visit the website at:  www.hsf.net. 
         (FR, SO, JR, SR)  HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE PROJECT…Students responding to this year’s writing contest should study the Holocaust and then select one of the two essay topics and submit an essay of no more than 1,200 words.  The contest is open to all students in grades 9-12 who are legal residents of either the United States or Mexico.  For details, visit the website at:  http://holocaust.hklaw.com.  The entry deadline is April 30, 2009.
 (SR)  JOHN F. KENNEDY PROFILE IN COURAGE ESSAY CONTEST…Write an original and creative essay of less than 1,000 words that demonstrates an understanding of political courage as described by John F. Kennedy in Profiles in Courage.  For complete guidelines, visit “Profiles in Courage Award” at the website:  www.jfklibrary.org.  The postmark deadline is January 10, 2009.

       (SR)  KAY T. DE MICHELE ANGEL TREE SCHOLARSHIP…This scholarship is made available by the DeMichele Family to provide higher education for a student who otherwise would not have the opportunity and is administered by the Scholarship Committee of Love of Christ Lutheran Church.  Applicants must be on track to graduate from high school in May/June, have a 2.5 or higher GPA, demonstrate potential and motivation to be successful in a higher education program, and have a parent who is or has been incarcerated in any state prison system.  See your career specialist for more information and a copy of the application or go to website:  www.kayscholarship.com/pdfs/ktd_scholarship.pdf.  The deadline is January 15, 2009.

         (SO, JR, SR)  KIDS’ CHANCE OF ARIZONA…This scholarship is for the children of permanently or catastrophically injured or deceased workers whose parent has a valid Arizona workers’ compensation claim.  Applicants must be between the ages of 16 and 25, meet certain financial needs, and possess certain academic standards.  The application and additional information are available at:  www.kidschance.org.  The Board meets monthly and applications are reviewed and awarded monthly.

(SR)  MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES, PRESIDENTS’ SCHOLARSHIP…

Applicants must graduate from a Maricopa County high school and rank in the top 15% of their class at the end of the 6th, 7th, or 8th semester of high school OR achieve specific scores on the ASSET Placement Test.  For more information, see your counselor, career specialist, or visit the website at:  www.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/honors.

(SR)  MCKELVEY FOUNDATION ENTREPRENEURIAL SCHOLARSHIP…This scholarship is available to all high school seniors who have demonstrated entrepreneurial spirit by owning and operating their own businesses while in high school.  Applications are available online at:  www.mckelveyfoundation.org.  Application deadline is January 25, 2009.

       (SR)  MENSA EDUCATION & RESEARCH FOUNDATION...Awards are made on the basis of an essay of no more than 550 words that describes the applicant’s career, vocational, or academic goals.  It is NOT necessary that the applicant be a member of Mensa.  The eligibility requirements are that the applicant be enrolled, for the academic year following the award, in a degree program in an accredited post-secondary U.S. institution.  Consideration is not given to grades, academic program or financial need.  For information and applications, log onto www.mensafoundation.org . The postmarked deadline is January 15, 2009.

          (SR)  NATIONAL CO-OP SCHOLARSHIP…The National Commission for Cooperative Education offers 200 merit scholarships of $6,000 each to seniors who plan to participate in college cooperative education at one of the ten NCCE partner (all out-of-state) colleges and universities.  A list of the participating colleges, details of the application process and scholarship requirements are available at their website:  www.co-op.edu.  The deadline is February 15, 2009.

(SR)  NATIONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN FOUNDATION awards several scholarships of $2,500-$10,000 to Italian American students who demonstrate outstanding potential and high academic achievement. Students need to have at least one ancestor who has emigrated from Italy and have a 3.5 GPA to be considered. For more information and to apply online go to: www.niaf.org/SCHOLARSHIPS  complete on-line applications by March 6, 2009.

          (FR, SO, JR, SR)  NATIONAL PEACE ESSAY CONTEST…In the belief that questions about peace, justice, freedom, and security are vital to civic education, the U.S. Institute of Peace established the National Peace Essay Contest.  Students in grades nine to twelve are invited to participate in the contest and will compete at the state and national levels.  The 2008-09 essay topic is "Confronting Crimes Against Humanity" and the maximum length is 1,500 words.  Visit the website at:  www.usip.org/ed/npec for an application, details, study guide and instructions.  The deadline is February 1, 2009. 
         NATIVE AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIPS…Contact Skyline’s Mesa Public Schools Native American Education Program representative, Mikaela Crank, for additional assistance at (480) 472-0580 or mrcrank@mpsaz.org.  The Native American Education Program website is: www.mpsaz.org/naep.

(SO,JR,SR)  OPTIMIST CLUB OF MESA…Each year Optimist offers scholarships through essay and oratorical contests.  The contests are open to all students with the requirement that they be sponsored by an area Optimist Club.  The essay contest requires that a student not turn 19 before December 31, 2008, and the oratorical contest age limit is 16 by December 31, 2008.  See your career specialist for an entry and additional contest requirements.  The essay contest deadline is January 31, 2009 and the oratorical contest deadline is March 1, 2009.

         (SR)  PFIZER EPILEPSY SCHOLARSHIP…Twenty-five (25), one-year scholarships worth $3,000 each will be awarded to selected students.  Applicant must be a high school senior who has applied to college and is under a physician’s care for epilepsy.  Applicant must submit an application plus two (2) letters of recommendation (one from their physician) and verification of academic status.  Visit the website at: www.epilepsy-scholarship.com to register, download the application, and for additional information regarding guidelines.  The deadline is May 1, 2009.
         (SR)  PHOENIX CHINESE WEEK…This scholarship is open to full-time students who are seniors who are on track to graduate and are actively involved in the Chinese Community.  They must also be an Arizona resident, have a minimum 2.0 GPA, and demonstrate strong leadership skills in school and extracurricular activities.  Requirements include a letter of recommendation and an essay not to exceed 250 words outlining goals and aspirations.  Pick up the application and additional information from your career specialist.  The deadline is January 15, 2009.

(SR)  PHOENIX SUNS CHARITIES, 2008 SUN STUDENT COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP…Applicants must be a graduating senior, have a GPA of 2.5 or above and provide the supporting material as requested.  Evidence of regular involvement in charitable activities or volunteer service as well as a 400-word essay will be required.  Awards will be given to 16 chosen students.  Fifteen will receive $2,000; one will receive the $5,000 Kevin Johnson Scholar award.  Please contact your school’s career center for an application.  Completed applications must be postmarked by February 2, 2009.
        (SR)  RMHC (RONALD MC DONALD HOUSE CHARITIES) NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM…Applicant must be a high school senior who will be a full-time student at a two or four-year college/university in fall 2009 and be a U.S. resident.  There are four different RMHC scholarships and students may apply to only ONE of the following:

· RMHC/ASIA: Applicant must have at least one parent of Asian/Pacific-Islander heritage 

· RMHC/African American Future Achievers: Applicant must have at least one parent of African American or Black Caribbean heritage 

· RMHC/HACER: Applicant must have at least one parent of Hispanic heritage 

· RMHC Scholars: ALL students can apply regardless of race, color, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender, disability or national origin. 
Visit the website: http://rmhc.org/programs/rmhc-national-scholarship-program for additional guidelines, etc.  The deadline is February 16, 2009.

(SR) (RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES) RMHC NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM…This program is for qualified students of all backgrounds.  High school seniors who are eligible to attend a two- or four-year college or university with a complete course of study may apply. http://www.rmhc.com   

         (SR)  RONNIE FELIX MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP…Eligibility is based on financial need of each individual applicant.  The application requires a statement/essay about the students financial circumstances and asks for a list of leadership experiences including community service and extracurricular activities.  The application and additional information can be downloaded from the website:  www.ronniefelixmemorial.org/scholarships.html.  The deadline is April 15, 2009.

(SR)  SAM WALTON COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP…This $3,000 Walmart scholarship is available to graduating seniors with at least a 2.5 cumulative GPA and a demonstrated financial need.  The Walmart scholarships will be updated on November 1, 2008, and the 2009 applications/requirements will be at:  www.walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving/235.aspx
(SR)  THE ART INSTITUTES BEST TEEN CHEF SCHOLARHIPS…Show off your distinctive flair and you could earn the opportunity to compete against some of the country’s finest teenage culinary artists- and be named Best Teen Chef.  The Art Institutes schools award tuition scholarships to the top nine competitors.  All entries must be received by February 6, 2009.  visit www.ArtInstitutes.edu/BTC
(SR)  T.W. LEWIS FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM…The purpose of this scholarship is to provide outstanding Arizona students with the means to attend any four-year college/university of their choice.  These awards will be granted on the basis of academic performance, demonstrated leadership potential, and financial need.  Minimum academic requirements include:  SAT Score of 1800, unweighted GPA of 3.5+, and rank in the top 10% of the graduating class.  Recipients will receive $20,000 ($2,500 per semester) subject to obtaining minimum academic requirements.  To download the application, go to website:  www.twlewisfoundation.org.  The deadline is January 16, 2009.
(FR, SR, JR, SR)  UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA BILINGUAL CORRIDO CONTEST…This contest encourages historical and cultural awareness and provides students with a vehicle to express themselves.  Entries can be in Spanish or English.  The Corrido Contest will have cash awards for 1st , 2nd, & 3rd place winners ($300, $200 & $100).  For additional information, go to the website at:  http://poetrycenter.arizona.edu/contest/corrido.shtml.  The deadline is February 14, 2009.    
         (SR)  UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA HISPANIC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION…the UAHA focuses on assisting in recruitment and graduation of academically talented and financially needy Hispanic students who have applied to attend the U. of A. in fall 2009.  Freshmen scholarship recipients are required to take the “Freshman Success Express” class.  Applicants are required to write a one-page personal statement and include a letter of recommendation as part of the application.  Additional requirements and the application are available at www.arizonaalumni.com/uaha/.   The deadline is February 13, 2009.

         (SR)  U.S. BANK INTERNET SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM…Thirty $1,000 scholarships awarded in a random drawing.  No essays and no minimum GPA required.  Visit the website at www.usbank.com/studentbanking.  Apply online October through February.
 (SR)  WAL-MART ASSOCIATE SCHOLARSHIPS…The Wal-Mart Associate Scholarship is for $3,000 and available to Wal-Mart associates or dependents of associates who are graduating seniors with at least a 2.5 cumulative GPA and a demonstrated financial need.  The Wal-Mart website will be updated on November 1, 2008, and the 2009 applications/requirements will be available at:  www.walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving/236.aspx.

          (SR)  WALTON FAMILY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP…The Wal-Mart Foundation administers this scholarship worth $13,000 and paid over four (4) years.  Applicants must be dependents of Wal-Mart associates, have at least a 22 ACT or 1030 SAT (Critical Reading and Math only) and prove financial need.  Wal-Mart’s website will be updated November 1, 2008, and the 2009 application/requirements for this and other Wal-Mart scholarships will be available at:  www.walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving/235.aspx.

       (FR, SO, JR, SR)  YOUNG NATIVE WRITERS ESSAY CONTEST...offers five all-expense paid trips to Washington, D.C. in July of 2009 and college scholarships ranging from $1000-$5000.  These awards are based on answer to specific essay question (1,200 words maximum) as specified on the application.  Each winner will be accompanied by the teacher who inspired their entries into the contest.  The contest is open to all Native American/Alaska Native high school students who are enrolled members of a state or federally recognized tribe.  Visit www.indian.hklaw.com for details, writing requirements, and instructions.  For more information call toll-free 1-866-452-2737.  Entry deadline is April 30, 2009.
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maximize their access to financial aid $$$
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.usnews.com/" �www.usnews.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.allaboutcollege.com/" �www.allaboutcollege.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.collegenet.com/" �www.collegenet.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ulinks.com/" �www.ulinks.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.collegetoolkit.com/" �www.CollegeToolkit.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.college.gov/" �http://www.college.gov/�  














Financial Aid


� HYPERLINK "http://www.efsi.net/" �www.efsi.net�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/" �www.fafsa.ed.gov�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nelliemae.com/" �www.nelliemae.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.allstudentloan.org/" �www.allstudentloan.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.collegeispossible.org/" �www.collegeispossible.org� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.finaid.org/" �www.finaid.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wiredscholar.com/" �www.wiredscholar.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.usafunds.org/" �www.usafunds.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/" �www.studentaid.ed.gov�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.offtocollege.com/" �www.offtocollege.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.collegecosts.com/" �www.collegecosts.com�
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3 Types of Financial Aid





Grants: no repayment required


Loans:  borrowed money that must be repaid with interest


Work Study:  Opportunities for students to work on the college campus and earn needed money


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/" �www.fafsa.ed.gov�
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Maricopa Community


Colleges charge


$71 per credit hour
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