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Intellectual Property Management for Enhancing 
Competitiveness Particularly in Small and Medium Enterprises

Shahid Alikhan

No. 135, Mehdi Nawaz Jung Marg

Banjara Hills, Main Road, Hyderabad 500 034, A.P.

Paper emphasizes the needs for enhancing competitiveness, particularly, in the small and medium enterprises (SMEs) through effective use of the intellectual property (IP) management system. Management of the IP system by SMEs should aim not only at the generation of their own technology but also at providing information to prospective inventors. Introducing the latest and the newest technologies in the productive sector of SMEs plays a critical role in economic growth and promotes competitiveness through the use of the IP system in responding to consumers demands for higher and better quality of production.  Finally, the author recommends some salient points for strengthening and promoting the IP system by governments and the private sector particularly SMEs and their national associations.
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The Scope of Reverse Engineering of Computer Software under the Copyright (Amendment) Act, 1999: A Critique

K M Gopakumar
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(Received 7 September 2000)

This article attempts to examine the scope of reverse engineering of computer software under the recent amendment to the copyright act. The analysis is made in the background of a similar development in usa, europe and india’s obligation under trips agreement. It contests the perception that the act permits ample scope for reverse engineering and shows that the changes brought by the amendment give only a minimum space for reverse engineering. Though the amendment limits the scope of reverse engineering, but it accommodates the market-oriented jurisprudence of copyright protection. The scope of reverse engineering under the copyright act even after amendment is the weakest in india. Limiting the scope of decompilation only for achieving interoperability exceeds india’s international obligation to protect the computer software. Therefore, limiting the scope of decompilation only for achieving interoperability is unwarranted. 
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IPR and Seed Industry
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(Received 28 November 2000)

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) and Plant Breeders’ Right (PBR) are the most discussed and debated issues in the context of present day agriculture and seed industry. PBR is the right of the breeder to enjoy the benefits for a restricted period out of his novel and distinct cultivar. The WTO also provides that plant varieties must be protected by patents or by sui generis system such as PBR provided under the UPOV, in which variety must have the novelty, distinction, uniformity and stability. The total cultivated areas under most crops are declining or stagnating and the yield performance of the seeds now used are below the potential. This led to the introduction of hybrid varieties by the government, private sector seed industries and farmers. With the increasing role of private seed companies, the private sector's share is now more than 60% and the rest is contributed by the public sector. But with the intensification of IPR and PBR issues, the seed industry is moving through merger and acquisition phase to sustain future growth and to adopt new technologies by investing more in the R &D. TRIPS Agreement puts forth a test on PBR as it stipulates: “members shall provide for the protection of plant varieties either by patents or an effective sui generis system or by any combination thereof”. UPOV conventions of 1978 dealt with rights of farmers, researchers and breeders, and 1991 convention directed towards breeders and placed restriction on the right to use of farm-saved seeds by farmers. The Indian Plant Variety Act (PVA) has considered both the Acts, in some of the aspects with some additional features. The PBR legislation must be simple and its implementation cost-effective and less-time consuming, as the seed companies in developing countries are typically small. The revised IPR situation may give boost to the scientific community, seed companies and put India in a respectable position in the global business arena as well as encourage inventions to make the Indian scientists competitive.
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 Digital Library: A Gist
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(Received 4 December 2000)

The Department of Indian Systems of Medicines and Homeopathy (Dept of ISM&H), Government of India, constituted an inter-disciplinary task force for preparing a report on establishing a Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) in 1999. The objective of the TKDl is to make accessible India’s traditional knowledge to the patent examiners globally and to prevent the grant of patents on non-original inventions based on its traditional system. This is the gist of the TKDL task force report. Besides describing the details of the tasks accomplished by the task force, it gives TKDL vision view, its findings, recommendations, conclusions, etc.
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Inventing and Patenting on Lasers – An Overview
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This paper reviews the worldwide inventing activities on lasers and numerous applications of this technology. It covers the study of technological development, patent trends, likely technological trends, and indicators of r & d. Based on the patent analysis, efforts are made to review the technology trends in this field, patenting activity in different nations is compared, identified the institutions that are the loci of innovative activity in laser science and technology, market players are found out, comparison among the industrial firms is done, identified the sub- fields in which the patents are being filed, and areas of emphasis are determined. 
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