
LINCOLN CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING

Weyerhauser Office, Libby, Montana
September 19, 2018
Attendance: 
Board of Supervisors:  Darris Flanagan, Chairperson; Don Crawford; Mark Romey; Tom Maffei
Absent: Mike Justus
Associate Supervisor(s): Laura Garner
Advisor(s): Brian Stephens, MTFW&P; Laura Jungst, U.S.F.S.
District Administrator:  Becky Lihme
Guest(s): 
Called to order:  4:00 p.m. by Chairperson Darris Flanagan
Public Comment:
Minutes: 
a. August 2018

· Motion by Mark Romey to approve the minutes of August 2018. Second by Tom Maffei.  Motion passed.
b. EQIP Local Workgroup 2018

· Motion by Wayne Maahs to approve the minutes of the EQIP Local Workgroup.  Second by Tom Maffei.  Motion passed.
Financial Report:

a. August 2018
· Darris Flanagan noted we (LCD) must be conservative on our mileage expenses.  We (LCD) have used one third of our fiscal year budget.  

· Staff explained how the 310 Administrative Program funding has paid mileage expenses for 310 inspections and Board Meetings, depending on if a 310 permit application is on the agenda.  

· Motion by Wayne Maahs to approve the August Financial Report as presented.  Second by Mark Romey.  Motion passed.
NRCS Report – Brian Ressel

MTFW&P Report – Brian Stephens

· Brian Stephens reported the Management Fisheries Biologist position is now open for applications.
District Administrator’s Report

· Volunteer hours were recorded.

· There is a permit letter from DEQ in the Board Packet for a project by the Montana Department of Transportation.
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· The 2018/19 Tree and Shrub Sale classified advertisements are in the Western News and Tobacco Valley News.
· A New Supervisors Training is being held in Superior on October 16th.  Tom Maffei is interested in attending.
Planning Board Report – Laura Garner

· Laura Garner reported a meeting was not held.
SWCDM  - Samantha Tappenbeck
310’s: 

Li-09-01-18, Lincoln Electric/Huber, Griffith Creek/Therriault Creek

· Darris Flanagan noted he and Laura Garner visited the site.

· Motion by Wayne Maahs to approve Li-09-01-18 as presented; waive the 
fifteen day wait period.  Second by Tom Maffei.  Motion passed.
Li-09-02-18, Jordan, Tributary of Libby Creek
· Staff reported Mr. Jordan submitted a previous 310 permit application for this 
same scope of work a couple of years ago.  The Board approved that 
application.  This is a spring that flows year around.

· Tom Maffei commented this would not be gold dredging.

· Wayne Maahs explained Mr. Jordan is cleaning out the channel.

· Motion by Wayne Maahs to approve Li-09-02-18 as presented; waive the 
fifteen day wait period.  Second by Don Crawford.  Motion passed.

Li-09-03-18, Cordara, Sinclair Creek
· Darris Flanagan explained the previous work that had been done at this project 
location.  A violation had been received and mitigation was required by the 
Board.  Darris read the summary of the proposed work in the application.  This 
project will be further upstream of the previous work.

· Wayne Maahs asked what is the purpose of the proposed work.
· Darris Flanagan responded it is to stabilize the bank.

· Mark Romey asked what are the materials to be used.

· Darris Flanagan responded root wads and large rock.  The creek channel 
becomes a braided stream.

· Wayne Maahs commented the contractor, Todd Butts, knows what he is doing.

· Darris Flanagan added the 2018 spring flood washed out everything on Sinclair 
Creek.
· Don Crawford asked could there be any harm to landowners downstream.

· Darris Flanagan responded no.  The next landowner is a ways down.

· Discussion to table the application for an on-site by the Board.
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· Motion by Don Crawford to table Li-09-03-18 for an on-site to be conducted 
with the Board and Brian Stephens.  Second by Wayne Maahs.  Motion 
passed.  On-site to be scheduled October 17th prior to the Board Meeting.
Li-09-04-18, Hanson/Huber, Griffith Creek/Therriault Creek

· Laura Garner reported a new landowner has purchased the property and wants 
to replace the existing bridge.
· Darris Flanagan added the existing bridge will be replaced with a railroad car 
using an excavator.  Armoring and abutments will be placed.  Tiffin Hall is the 
adjacent landowner at the location of the bridge.  The project will need Mr. 
Hall’s approval.
· Motion by Wayne Maahs to approved Li-09-04-18 as presented; waive the 
fifteen day wait period.  A letter from Tiffin Hall is required prior to construction.

Second by Mark Romey.  Motion passed.
Item “On Sites Needed” Moved on Agenda
Li-07-03-18 – Weisehan, Jim Creek
· Darris Flanagan reported a bridge was originally called for on the application.  A 4 foot culvert is now recommended.

· Motion by Tom Moffei to approve the recommended change to a 4 foot culvert.  Second by Don Crawford.  Motion passed.
Tabled 310’s
C-08-01-18 – Meyer/Kingston, Lake Creek
· Brian Stephens explained the complainants reported the new landowners moved the channel.  All indications show the channel changed into a new channel naturally.

· Wayne Maahs stated there is no evidence of human activity.
· Motion by Wayne Maahs to declare C-08-01-18 as not a violation at this time.  Second by Don Crawford.  Motion passed. 

New Business: 

a. Resignation of Mike Justus

· Motion by Tom Maffei to accept the resignation of Mike Justus as Board Supervisor effective September 30, 2018.  Second by Wayne Maahs.  Motion passed.
b. 2018 MACD Convention, November 13th through 16th, Billings 
· Staff reported a scholarship is available to conservation districts for one supervisor to attend the convention.  No interested supervisor at this time.

c. Convention Auction Gift(s)

· Staff reported auction gifts for this year include a gift from each district and a gift from each area.  The district administrators will be meeting at the Area V 
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Meeting to discuss the area gift and dollar amount donated by each district.  Staff will place this on the October agenda for discussion.

d. November 21st Board Meeting, Re-schedule

· Staff reported our November meeting is scheduled on the eve of Thanksgiving.  The week prior is the convention.  There are two options; hold the meeting the first week or last week of November.

· Motion by Don Crawford to hold the November Lincoln Conservation District Board of Supervisors Meeting on Wednesday, November 28th.

e. Travel Policy

· Staff reported on the confusion of paying the hotel bill(s) at the Supervisor Summit.  Should the District credit card be taken on overnight training and educational programs.

· Don Crawford noted in the past each supervisor would pay the hotel bill and be reimbursed.

· It was noted the credit card is used to hold the hotel reservation, possibly the card would not be needed to charge at check out.

· Motion by Wayne Maahs the district credit card is to remain in the office under the control of the District Administrator.  Second by Mark Romey.  Motion passed.

· Staff noted she has taken the credit card out of the office to purchase office supplies in Kalispell now that we do not have an office supply store in Eureka.
Unfinished Business: 
a.   Area V Meeting, September 25th, Helmville
· Staff noted the Kathleen, Laura and she will be attending the Area V Meeting.

b.   CD Boundary Sign(s)

· No update.

c.   Davis Lake Creek

· Item to be taken off agenda
d.   Watershed Symposium, Whitefish

· Staff noted the tour of the three projects here in Eureka on October 11th.

e. Grant Update

i. Tobacco River – Kassler

1. Phase I – DEQ 319 Grant – Interpretive Sign 

· The interpretive sign has been installed.

· In-stream work has been completed. We received the payment from DEQ for $148,000 to pay the invoices from River Design Group for construction.  

2. Phase 2 – DNRC Reclamation Grant Re-submission
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· Staff reported we will know our ranking on November 15th.  Funding will be announced in March or April during the legislative session.
· Watershed Management Grant

· Staff reported she has requested an extension due to the announcement of funding for Phase II is not until next March or April 2019.
· Sweet Grass CD Watershed Grant

· Staff has submitted our first request for reimbursement.
ii. Mud Creek - Roose 

1. DEQ 319 Grant

A. Project update – Final Design 

B. Riparian Workshop
· Staff met with Samantha Tappenbeck to begin planning for the workshop.  We have discussed including a discussion noxious weeds.

2. KRN / USF&WS Partners for Fish Wildlife Program
· 
This will close out this grant.
3. Watershed Management grand – Final, Grant closed

4. Clark Fork & Kootenai River Basins Council 
· Flathead Beacon – Interpretive Sign Graphic Layout

5. DNRC 223 Grant

· We received our reimbursement for approximately $5,000.

f. Conservation Districts Environmental Contingency Grant Program

· No update

Final Inspection Reports

· Wayne Maahs reported the Rietema project was an excellent job.  Permit closed.
Open Mic and Other Business:
The next Conservation District Board Meeting will be held Wednesday October 17, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. at the U.S. Forest Service Office, Eureka, Montana.
Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

       Darris Flanagan, Chairperson

     Becky Lihme, District Administrator

Date:  






