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INITIAL DISCLOSURE
EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION AND SUPPORT

Pursuant to the Wake County Domestic Court Rules pertaining to all family law cases, the disclosure of certain information is made mandatory.  It is each party’s responsibility to voluntarily supply financial information.  Either party’s failure to comply with these rules may have a negative effect, including but not limited to legal or monetary sanctions or a dismissal of his/her claims.  

Because your case involves pending claims for equitable distribution and support, you must supply to our office all documentation listed on the attached Certification of Initial Disclosure (Equitable Distribution) and Certification of Initial Disclosure (Support).  The lists for each are lengthy however please note that the requests for some documents are duplicative.  


Pursuant to Court’s rules regarding initial disclosure, you are required to comply as follows:

a.
Fill in complete responses on the Equitable Distribution Inventory Affidavit to the best of your ability.  We will type your responses and submit a formal copy for the Court.  It is important that your responses be a thorough and accurate representation of the marital and separate property owned by you and your spouse.

b.
Fill in and check off the documents provided on both of the Certifications of Initial Disclosure.  We will type your responses and submit a formal copy to the Court. 

c.
Provide complete set of the required documentation for any and all accounts for which you have signatory authority, even if the statements are presently in the possession of the other party.  If you are not presently in possession of any items on this list, follow through with the immediate ordering of such documents.  Many financial records, such as credit cards and bank statements, may be obtained on line.  

c.
Provide a full explanation for any of the requested documents that you are unable to secure or documents that do not exist.  

d.
Continue to send our office monthly collections of the requested documents as they are received by you because the Court requires that all responses be supplemented in a timely manner.


The initial disclosure process can be costly and involve several hours of  billable time by the paralegal at the rate of $90.00 per hour.  You may reduce the expense of related copying (25 cents per page) and organizational time by taking the following measures (however it is not mandatory that you do so):

a.
Provide our office with two complete and separate sets of the initial disclosure documents for support and two complete and separate sets of the initial disclosure documents for equitable distribution (one copy for our office and one copy for us to forward to the opposing party or counsel).

b.
Group each set of documents requested in the order set forth in the Certifications of Initial Disclosure beginning with income related documents for support disclosure and real estate documentation for the equitable distribution disclosure.  


Secondly, gather all like documents together and then group the documents by separate accounts.  


Lastly, organize each account by date in reverse order with the most recent document on top.   

c.
Submit an indexed listing of all documents provided, including the name of the account or nature of the document and the dates for which you have provided statements.  When providing your equitable distribution documents, please list any duplicate disclosure requests you have already submitted with your initial disclosure support responses.   

The Financial Affidavit and Certification of Initial Disclosure (Support) responses must be filed within fifteen (15) days upon filing the lawsuit.  Accordingly, please make an appointment to come in and review your documentation NO MORE THAN TEN (10) DAYS after your suit has been filed to allow sufficient time for processing and mailing your responses to the opposing party or counsel.  Please fax or drop off your completed Financial Affidavit at least two (2) business days prior to your appointment so that we have time to prepare a typed copy for your signature.

The Equitable Distribution Inventory Affidavit and Certification of Initial Disclosure (Equitable Distribution) responses must be filed within thirty (30) days.  Please make an appointment to review your documentation and Affidavit NO MORE THAN TWENTY (20) DAYS after your suit has been filed, however you may alternately  provide these documents at your meeting regarding the support disclosure.  Please fax or drop off your completed Equitable Distribution Inventory Affidavit at least three (3) business days prior to your appointment so that we have time to prepare a typed copy for your signature.  You will not need to duplicate any documents already provided in your responses to the Certification of Initial Disclosure (Support).  

In the meantime, you may contact our office if you have any questions regarding this complex disclosure process.  

Encl:  EDIA

          Financial Affidavit

          Certification of Initial Disclosure (Equitable Distribution)

          Certification of Initial Disclosure (Support)







