  THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

PLATON EUROPEAN RESEARCH AND TRAINING NETWORK

AND

MID-TERM REVIEW 

Hosted by the Instituto de Astrofisica de Canarias,

La Laguna, Tenerife, Spain

January 22 - 24, 2003

 -----------------------

LOCAL INFORMATION

 -----------------------

ACCOMODATION

The IAC has obtained special rates for the participants of the Platon meeting in the following hotel in La Laguna: 

HOTEL NIVARIA ***

Plaza del Adelantado,11

E-38002 La Laguna

Phone: +34 922 264298. Fax: +34 922 259634

Rates in Euros per person and night, including breakfast and taxes:

1. Studio apartment for 1 person: 61,45 Euros.

2. Apartment for 2 persons: 33.60 Euros.

3. Apartment for 3 persons: 28.35 Euros.

Any extra meals, drinks, telephone calls, etc, will be charged separately. Payment of the hotel bill must be done at the reception desk of the Hotel Nivaria.

In order to arrange for your hotel booking, please fill out the corresponding section in the registration form and send it to Miss Eva Bejarano (ebp@ll.iac.es) at the IAC before December 15th.

To guarantee your hotel booking we need your credit card details (only VISA or MASTERCARD are accepted), namely card number and holder and expiry date. Please, send  this information via email to Eva (together with the registration form or separately) or, if you prefer, via fax to her attention + 34 922 605 210. The credit card information you provide will be treated confidentially.

Cancellations: IMPORTANT 

If you must cancel your reservation, please contact Eva before January 10th.. For cancellations at a later date the hotel will charge the price of one night. 

TRAVEL INFORMATION 

The Canary Islands enjoy excellent connections by air with continental Europe. There are regular or charter flights to/from most major Spanish cities as well as 112 foreign destinations, including some 15 regular flights per day to/from Madrid. The flying time to continental Spanish cities is between 2 and 3 hours. Direct flights from the airports near the Platon nodes to Tenerife may take some 3.5 to 4.5  hours.  

Tenerife has two airports, one in the south of the island (Reina Sofia Airport, airport code TFS) and the other in the north (Tenerife Norte airport, code TFN, also known as Los Rodeos Airport).   Approximate distances to La Laguna are: 3 km (TFN) and 70 km (TFS). The airport code to search in the internet for connections to either airport is TCI. We recommend using the North Airport if at all possible, as it is much closer to the meeting venue. 
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Most regular flights from outside Spain involve changing planes at Madrid-Barajas Airport or, in some cases, in Barcelona. Scheduled flights between the latter airports and Tenerife are operated by the following airlines: IBERIA, Spanair and Air Europa, in some cases serving flights for other international airlines in code-sharing regime. An alternative worth exploring are the very abundant direct charter flights from all over Europe to Tenerife. However, note that January is high season for tourism in the Canaries, so that an early booking is advisable. The large majority of direct international flights arrive at the Reina Sofia Airport (TFS) in the south of the island. Both airports serve flights to cities in continental Spain and the other Canary Islands. If the best connections are already booked out by the time you reserve your flights, you may also consider the possibility of flying to Las Palmas (on the neighbouring island of Gran Canaria) and then catching one of the frequent flights to TFN or TFS (a 20 min hop). 

Online information about flights in the Madrid, Barcelona and TFS airports can be obtained at:

               http://www.aena.es/ae/mad/infovuelos.htm 

               http://www.aena.es/ae/bcn/infovuelos.htm 

               http://www.aena.es/ae/tfs/english/hometfs.htm

Local Transport 

There is a very good bus network on the island. Regular bus lines are operated by the company TITSA (green buses). These buses are comfortable and the fares are  quite cheap. Taxis are inexpensive compared to the average European city, in part thanks to the special tax regime for petrol (and other goods) in the Canaries. Renting a car may also be an alternative (low fares may be, e.g., 210 Euros - 240 Euros a week for a small car).  

How to get from the airport to La Laguna: 

If you arrive at the Tenerife North Airport (TFN) Los Rodeos 

There are two bus lines from the North Airport  to La Laguna (lines 101 and 102; one-way fare: 1 Euro). However, we recommend catching a taxi directly to the hotel: the taxi ride costs approximately 5 Euros and you spare yourself a 15 min walk with your luggage from the La Laguna bus station to the hotel. 
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If you arrive at the Tenerife South Airport (TFS) Reina Sofía

There is a direct service (line 341) from the south airport to the bus station in Santa Cruz. Departure times: 06:50, 07:50, 08:50, 09:30, 10:30, 11:30, 12:10, 13:10, 14:10, 14:50, 15:50, 16:50, 17:30, 18:30, 19:30, 20:10, 21:10, 22:10, 22:50, 23:45 and 1:30. The price of a one-way ticket is 5 Euros. From the bus station in Santa Cruz you can catch a taxi to the hotel in La Laguna (taxi fare: some 15 Euros). A taxi from the TFS airport directly to the hotel is also possible (although substantially more expensive: the fare may amount to some 60 Euros). 

CHANGING MONEY

The Euro is now the common currency for most Platon nodes, including Tenerife. If you need to exchange other currencies on the island, the following information may be of help:

All major Spanish banks have branches in La Laguna that can exchange foreign currencies. Opening hours for cash transactions vary from bank to bank, but all of them are open Monday through Friday at least between 09:00 h and 14:00 h. There is a large number of Euro-cash dispensers in the island which accept credit cards (VISA, MasterCard, Maestro, AMEX, etc.). 

TENERIFE 

La Laguna (pop 130,000; 550 m above sea level) is the second most important city in Tenerife and hosts a large university. The capital of the island, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, a coastal city with 210,000 inhabitants, is some 10 km away from La Laguna. The major tourist resorts on the island are Puerto de la Cruz in the north (some 25 km from La Laguna) and Playa de las Americas / Los Cristianos, about 80 km away in the south of the island. There are good motorway connections linking all those cities and resorts. 
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The Canarian archipelago (Tenerife, Gran Canaria, Lanzarote, Fuerteventura, La Gomera, La Palma and El Hierro) is made up of seven volcanic islands located in a privileged part of the Atlantic. Just over 300 km from the coast of Africa, Tenerife is the largest island in the Archipelago. 

The climate in the coast is quite mild in January, with temperatures in the range 15-18º C during the day. Temperatures may be somewhat lower in winter in La Laguna and rain is not infrequent there in those months.   

The Island's dramatic orography (Mount Teide, the highest point in Spain, soars up to  3718 metres) and the north-easterly trade winds provide Tenerife with a variety of microclimates which are among its attractions. On a winter day you may enjoy bright weather and warm temperatures in the coast, temperate rainy weather at mid altitudes in the north, spectacular sun (sometimes with snow lying on the ground) in the National Park of Las Cañadas del Teide (at 2300 m altitude, in the center of the island). 

HEALTH  and EMERGENCIES

For any general emergency call, dial 112 directly from any phone in the island. Here are the telephone numbers of the two largest hospitals in the island (both within  8 km from La Laguna), in case you need medical treatment during your stay:

· University Hospital (Hospital Universitario de Canarias): 922 678 000

· Hospital de Nuestra Señora de la Candelaria: 922 602 114

Both are equipped with the most sophisticated medical facilities. There are also many other smaller hospitals and health centres. If you rent a car, there are emergency phone sets posted at regular intervals along the main motorways of the island. 

