MA Application Guidelines

SCHOOL OF ENGLISH, DRAMA AND FILM, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

The Applications Procedure
You can apply to the MA programmes in the School by going to the following link: http://www.ucd.ie/apply/

You are permitted to apply for more than one MA programme within the School but please note that, in the first instance, your application will be sent only to the Coordinator of the MA of your first choice. Your application will be re-directed to the Coordinator of the MA of your second choice (and so on) if you are not successful in your first choice. 

You are asked to complete a number of sections on the on-line form. Please note that for all programmes in the School your personal statement, stating the reasons why you are interested in this programme, is a key part of your application. You should state clearly why you believe you would make a suitable candidate for the programme. For applicants to the programmes in Creative Writing, Drama Studies, Directing for Theatre, and Film Production, there are opportunities on the on-line form for you to outline your relevant professional experience.

For UCD students, the on-line application will direct you to send in the following:

1. One copy of the official transcripts of your academic qualifications, or, if you have not yet completed your undergraduate degree, transcripts of your results to date

2. Application Fee (€25, payment of which can be completed online with a credit card or by post)

In addition, non-UCD students should submit the following documents in support of their application:

3. One copy of your birth certificate

4. Two academic references in support of your application. Reference forms are available on this website, or you can request your referees to send their references on headed notepaper in a signed, sealed envelope

5. A sample of academic writing (usually an undergraduate essay - except applicants to the MA in Creative Writing, who must submit a portfolio – see below)

You may also choose to include one copy of certificates of any additional qualifications, or evidence of any expertise, which may be advantageous to your studies (e.g. languages, IT skills, professional skills).

*NB Creative Writing, Directing for Theatre, and Drama and Performance

Studies: All applicants to the MA in Directing for Theatre, the MA in Drama and Performance Studies, and the Higher Diploma in Drama Studies should also submit a CV detailing directing, work or creative experience, as appropriate.  All applicants to the MA in Creative Writing should submit a portfolio of creative work of approximately 25-30 pages with the application.]

The deadline for all MA applications in English and Drama is May 1st. The deadline for both the MA in Film Production & Screen Culture and the MA in Film Studies is June 30th.  If your application is accepted, your studies will commence in September of the next academic year.

Applications are assessed according to criteria appropriate for each MA programme, usually on the basis of your academic qualifications, references, and your application statement. Additional criteria are relevant for programmes in Creative Writing, Drama and Film. 

You should visit the School’s website for details of postgraduate study, and to find out staff research interests and contact details: www.ucd.ie/englishanddrama 

Main Address: School of English, Drama and Film, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland.

Tel. No.: (for postgraduate enquiries) 7168157 (English); 7168604 (Drama and Film)

Email: (for postgraduate enquiries) hilary.gow@ucd.ie (English); karen.jackman@ucd.ie (Drama and Film). 

