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  Slinfold Parish Council

PO Box 315, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 9XX

Tel: 01403 785864  (Mobile 07733-359479)

Email:clerk@slinfold-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting


Held on Thursday 25th October 2012

7.30pm in the Parish Room

185/12 Attendance and Apologies for Absence

Those present:  Councillors C Gibson (Chairman), G Constantine, M Dunkerton, M Edmonds, M Haines, G Stenton-Chandler and D White.  

Also present Cllrs. P Youtan (District), M Hodgson (County), the Clerk M Burroughs and C Ebelewicz, HDC. 

Apologies Cllrs. R Hillyard and P Redmond and S Ritchie (District)

186/12 Declarations of Interest and Notification of Change to Members’ Interests

There were no declarations of interest or changes noted to members’ interests.

Standing Orders were suspended at this point to allow the public to speak.

Public Session - there were three members of the public present.  Two who had come to ask questions with regard to a helicopter landing at the AJW site in Maydwell Avenue and another with regard to planning application DC/12/1838

Helicopter – It was reported that a helicopter had on a number of occasions from mid September, including the evening of the meeting, passed over the caravan site and landed on the AJW site.  Another member of the public pointed out that her house shakes as it passes overhead.  

The PC was asked if they were aware of any plans for a permanent site (helipad) and whether landing was permissible.  The PC confirmed that they had no knowledge of any plans for a helipad.  Cllr. Youtan advised that, having checked with HDC, Compliance, it is permitted to fly to the site on 28 days from every 365 under permitted development.  She suggested that residents might want to keep a log of the days when the helicopter lands if they feel that the 28 days may be exceeded.

DC/12/1838 – the resident asked that the Parish Council object to the application for a Solar Farm based on the reasons given in her email dated 24th October.

187/12 Chairman’s Announcements - None

188/12 Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 27th September as previously circulated - the draft minutes having been circulated were taken as read.  The Clerk had changed the date of the meeting on the front page and 173/12 was amended to reflect that the village sign would be alongside Chimney Corner rather than behind it.  The minutes were then signed as a true record.

189/12 Matters arising from 188/12

i. Jubilee Village Signs – The Clerk reported that Cllr. Hillyard had advised that the order has been placed this month now that the matter regarding licences has progressed and a deposit of £300 has been paid;

ii. Community Right to Bid – awaiting feedback from HDC and an updated Asset Register from Cllr. Gibson;

iii. Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr. Redmond has approached Kirdford PC with a view to attending a meeting with them;

iv. S106 Transport contributions – the Clerk has registered that the PC wants contributions for Slinfold to be spent on the school car park and securing a 20mph limit in the conservation area;

v. Aircraft Noise – a request for a noise monitor has been made.  Slinfold Parish Council cannot be represented on the GATCOM consultation group meetings but concerns can be raised via Liz Kitchen, HDC who sits on the panel. 

190/12 Matters arising from the Public Session

i) Development behind Hayes Lane – Slinfold LLP is to confirm a date for the public consultation.

191/12 Queens Diamond Jubilee Projects

i. Village Signs – Cllr. Dunkerton and the Clerk provided an update.  WSCC will issue licences for the signs after a consultation period.  The Clerk will write to nearby residents.  Cllr. Hillyard and Dunkerton have agreed materials and an inscription to be added to the posts.  The signs should be ready in 6 – 8 weeks time;

ii. Trees – Cllr. Edmonds is to pursue the purchase of the trees.  It is National Tree week from 24th November so she is hoping to organise some planning then.  Plans will be circulated shortly;

iii. Village photograph – Cllr. Dunkerton provided an update.  It is still hoped that a photograph can be taken on Remembrance Sunday, before the service, weather permitting.  The event has been publicised on the front of the Slinfold Magazine and on posters around the village.  It was noted that the article from the photographer in the magazine is incorrect; the Silver Jubilee date quoted is incorrect. 

192/12 Planning 

Cllr. White presented the Planning Report to the Parish Council.  The report was reviewed, approved and the Parish Council ratified the decisions made by the Planning Advisory Committee as appropriate.  Details follow:

i) New and amended planning applications:  The following application(s) were received in the month and reviewed by the Planning Advisory Committee.  HDC to be advised of the Parish Council’s recommendations as follows:

	HDC Application number
	Address & Post Code of application
	Details
	Feedback for HDC

	DC/12/1914
	14 Hayes Lane Slinfold Horsham West Sussex RH13 0SQ
	Demolition of existing rear/side extension and replacement with new to form larger kitchen with wc, all with mono-pitch roof
	NO OBJECTION

	DC/12/1899
	Rapkyns Cottage Guildford Road BBH West Sussex RH12 3PQ
	Application to revoke the Section 106 Agreement number S106/636
	NO OBJECTION

	DC/12/1838
	Maydwell Avenue Slinfold West Sussex
	Installation of solar farm with a power capacity of 2.1MW comprising the installation of arrays of photovoltaic panels, associated boundary fencing, CCTV security cameras, landscape planting, site access and associated electrical infrastructure including 4 No. inverter units and a transformer compound on land north and south of Maydwell Avenue
	The Parish Council having reviewed the comments from the Planning Committee, looked at the proposed plans on screen and considered the objections raised from nearby residents voted collectively NO OBJECTION in principle but to make observations regarding camera bleed, visual intrusion, the impact on the environment, light pollution and that the application should go HDC, Committee

	DC/12/1834
	Eastedfield Wood, Five Oaks Road Slinfold Horsham West Sussex RH13 
	Replacement of existing cabin used for recreation purposes
	Objection – the main concern is that this would become a permanent building 

	DC/12/1806
	Millstones Stane Street Slinfold Horsham West Sussex RH13 0RE
	Erection of a covered sand school with planted earth bund (1.5m high) to the south, east and north sides surrounding the building 
	NO OBJECTION


Applications permitted, refused and withdrawn:

	HDC Application number
	Date received by HDC
	Address & Post Code of application
	Nature of application
	Status
	Feedback to HDC Planning Committee (Date)

	DC/12/1459
	6-Aug-12
	Manor Lodge, Five Oaks Road Slinfold Horsham West Sussex RH13 0SX
	Proposed extension to Manor Lodge to create an entrance porch
	Application Permitted
	HDC advised - No Objection 

	DC/12/1380
	14-Aug-12
	KGV Field
	Replacement of existing grass football area with Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) 
	Application Permitted
	HDC advised - No Objection 

	DC/11/2688
	28-Dec-11
	Plot 3, The Business Park, Maydwell Avenue Slinfold West Sussex
	Demolition of existing offices and proposed erection of a mobile crane workshop and storage with surrounding bund and associated car parking
	Application Permitted
	08/02/2012 HDC advised strong OBJECTION (Noise, disturbance, access, safety)

	DC/12/1513
	24-Aug-12
	Former Lane End Annexe Lyons Road Slinfold Horsham West Sussex RH13 0QS
	Minor material amendment to DC/12/0280 (Erection of 5-bed dwelling previously approved under Ref. DC/08/0170) comprising alterations to the proposed windows in the front elevation and erection of a lower ground floor extension
	Application Permitted
	HDC advised - No Objection 


Planning applications pending consideration or decision by HDC:

The Parish Council received a report on all previous applications currently pending consideration or a decision by HDC.   

ii) Enforcements – None 
Appeals – DC/12/0784 Mead Farm – this has gone to appeal. 

Cllr. White asked Cllr. Youtan what happens next with regard to the Waterland Chalet appeal which has now been dismissed and who picks up the cost? Cllr. Youtan advised that court proceedings would commence for eviction and to recover costs.

iii) It was RESOLVED to approve the Planning Report as above - agenda items i) - iii)

iv) School Car Park – Cllr. White provided an update.  Information has gone to WSCC to comply with condition 4 and part of condition 5.  A budget to complete the works should be available for the next meeting.

vi) Other Planning Matters
Cllr. Edmonds raised concerns over light pollution coming from the Slinfold Business Park, which has been more visible recently when there is low cloud.  Cllrs. Edmonds and Stenton-Chandler will produce a brief report on this matter and this will be raised at the Industrial Liaison Meeting on 12th November 2012.

Cllr. White advised that there had been a change in legislation with regard to Village Greens and that there have been further reforms to the Planning Bill.

193/12 Report from County and District Councillor(s)

Cllr. Youtan (District) provided a report or commented on:

· Strategic Planning and Category 2 settlements – no decision on settlements will be made until next year;
· Horsham Hospital – she is on a new advisory committee looking at how to enhance services;
· A meeting with the Environmental Officer has been arranged for next week;
· The speed bumps in Maydwell Avenue have been lowered.
Cllr. Hodgson (County) provided a report or commented on:

· Slinfold Magazine – is happy for his telephone number to be added;
· HGV’s in Spring Lane;
· S106 monies for a 20 mph speed limit - the Clerk was advised to pursue S Bicknell, WSCC and Brad Watson (Chair of the CLC) again.
At this point, the Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow Clare Ebelewicz to speak and answer questions on Youth Provision (see 198/12 iii)

194/12 Finance

i. It was RESOLVED to approve payments totalling £2,830.97 for October 2012 (as reviewed by members present), as follows:  Details of salaries are available on request.

	Cheque/DD
	Payee
	£
	Comment

	DD
	Saxon Weald
	£55.16
	Monthly charge for garage rental

	200423
	 MRS M BURROUGHS 
	 
	 Salary Oct 2012 

	200424
	 MRS M BURROUGHS 
	£59.87
	 Expenses Oct 2012 

	200425
	 MR T MOTHE 
	 
	 Salary Oct 

	200426
	 Slinfold Village Hall 
	£31.50
	 SPC £31.50 

	200427
	 WSCC Pension 
	£211.71
	 October 2012 Clerks and PC 

	200428
	 Royal British Legion 
	£30.00
	 For Remembrance Sunday 

	200429
	 Royal British Legion 
	£100.00
	 Upkeep of War memorial 

	200430
	 Southern Electric 
	£320.47
	 Lights 

	200431
	 Mrs R Hillyard 
	£10.25
	 Chairman’s Allowance 

	200432
	 Mrs R Hillyard 
	£300.00
	 Deposit for signs 

	200433
	 Tesco Credit Card 
	£284.75
	 LW Equipment 

	200434
	 Wightman & Parrish Ltd 
	£22.78
	 50% t/c from BBH 

	200435
	 HDC 
	£86.40
	 6 visits 

	200436
	 SALC 
	£165.00
	 MB & CG 

	 
	TOTAL
	£2,830.97
	 


ii) Future Payments - it was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations from Recreation Committee with regard to on-going maintenance (see Recreation Minutes).

195/12 – Highways and Footpaths – No matters raised

196/12 – Consultations, Meeting & Projects

i) Rowfold Farm Sale – the Clerk provided an update following her file investigations and discussions with the District Valuer and a solicitor from Hedley’s.  

· KGV Field – there are valuations for the field on file from 2003.  To update these the District Valuer has quoted a cost of £900.  The field has no significant value unless planning permission to build houses is obtained.  HDC has previously indicated that they would not permit development on the site.  ‘Fields in Trust/The Charity Commission may allow the land to be sold but only if something equivalent or better could be provided in a location close by;

· Rowfold Farm - a letter of interest has been sent to H J Burt together with a request to meet on site.  The request to meet was declined.  H J Burt advised that the current owner was looking to sell as advertised and was not looking to split the plots.  The Clerk suggested that a meeting with HDC’s Strategic Land and Property Manager might be of benefit.  It was agreed that the Clerk should set up a meeting and that Cllrs. Haines and Hillyard should attend on behalf of the PC.

ii) Industrial Liaison Group Meeting - the Clerk will add light pollution, HGV’s through the village, the Downs Link cycle track and flooding of the permissive path to the agenda;

iii) HALC Meeting 26th November – attendance not confirmed.  The Clerk will circulate details again;

iv) Pride of Place (Age Concern) advocate – it was agreed that there was not a need at this time for Slinfold Parish Council to be represented.

197/12 Clerk’s Announcements & Documents for Circulation

Documents not requiring attention were circulated for review.  There were no Clerk’s Announcements.

198/12 Recreation, Youth & the Environment (RYE)

i) It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations from the RYE Committee meeting earlier in the evening.  There were no volunteers to join this committee;

ii) Youth Provision – Clare Ebelewicz, HDC outlined the background to WSCC’s withdrawal from providing a youth service and spoke on the current project where she is working with Parish Council’s with the aim of identifying whether there is a need to recruit a youth worker for cluster areas.  Clare answered members’ questions.  It was agreed that there is a need to hold a ‘Young Persons Engagement Event’ and the Clerk will liaise with Clare on this matter.

199/12 Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies - None

200/12 Members questions and comments - None

201/12 Items for the Parish Magazine

· Meetings for the coming months, HGV’s through the village, permitted development for helicopter landings and an article on severe weather.
202/12 Next Meeting(s) 

· 30th October and 27th November 2012 – Finance 7:30pm;

· 12th November – Industrial Liaison Group 10:00am;

· 29th November – Parish Council 7:30pm.

Meeting closed at 10:05pm

