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58-25 Queens Blvd., Woodside, NY 11377
T: (718) 280-5000; (800) 627-1244 

F: (718) 204-4726

E: info@classicescapes.com

W: www.classicescapes.com
Nature & Cultural Journeys

for the Discerning Traveler
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Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.

Oklahoma City Zoo
Cordially Invites You To An Adventure In
Mexico
In Search of the Mariposa Monarca
February 7 To 11, 2019
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About the Monarch Butterfly Migration:

The monarch butterfly makes an amazing annual migration often referred to as “one of the most spectacular natural phenomena in the world.” In late summer and early fall, monarchs from southern Canada and US states east of the Rockies make a southward trek that can cover up to 3,000 miles. They journey through Oklahoma in September and October on their way to Central Mexico, typically arriving in November. The monarchs then spend several months huddled together by the millions on the branches of oyamel fir trees. These “sacred firs” create a microclimate that protects the insects – with the tree canopy and ecosystem providing a blanket effect for the monarchs, so the temperatures don’t go too high or too low. The return trip begins in March. Monarchs arrive in Oklahoma in March and April to lay their eggs and produce the next generation to continue the northbound journey. At least four generations are involved in the annual migration cycle.
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Your Itinerary

Day 1~Thursday~February 7
Oklahoma/Mexico City
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Your journey begins as you board your flight to Mexico City, Mexico. The capital city is, and always has been, the sun in the center of the Mexican universe. Though its past is a bit maligned, Mexico City is experiencing a cultural renaissance, with revamped public places returning to life and an exploding culinary scene. 
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Upon arrival, you will be met and escorted to your hotel, the Marquis Reforma Hotel & Spa, situated on the elegant Paseo de la Reforma, one of the most beautiful avenues in the world. This oasis of refined luxury is located in the heart of Mexico City's arts, financial and shopping districts and is within walking distance of Mexico City’s exciting cultural attractions, beautiful parks, trendy shops, art museums, popular restaurants and business centers. In-room amenities include high-speed Internet, air conditioning, an electronic safe and bathrobes and slippers. 

This evening, enjoy a welcome dinner with your group.

Overnight at MARQUIS REFORMA HOTEL & SPA. (Meals Aloft, D)  www.marquisreforma.com/default-en.html
Day 2~Friday~February 8
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Valle de Bravo Piedra~ Herrada Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary

After breakfast, begin your journey south towards Vallee de Bravo. Along the way, you will stop to visit the hundreds of thousands of monarch butterflies at the Piedra Herrada Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary. 

Covering more than 27,000 acres, the stunning landscape of the sanctuary is full of Oyameles and Pinos pinetrees, as well as other endemic flora and fauna, and peacefully flowing rivers. Enjoy nature and the fresh air that surrounds you while observing the ubiquitous monarch butterfly.

End your day in Vallee de Bravo. The thick woods and misty hills surrounding the terra cotta roofs in one of the most charming colonial centers in Central Mexico conjure thoughts of the lake regions of Northern Italy. Here, you will enjoy a tour through cobblestone streets, taking in the stunning views from Lake Avándaro.
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Your home for the night is an intimate luxury hideaway nestled in the hills of Valle de Bravo. The Hotel Rodavento’s cabin-like suites are tucked in the foothills of the glen, set slightly back for added privacy. There is a central area housing reception, a restaurant, and activity center, pool and lakeshore terraces, all of which overlook a scenic pond and mountains. The spa is located in the most secluded section of the property, on the banks of a river flowing from the nearby springs, for a truly relaxing experience.
NOTE: The distance from the parking lot to the Sanctuary will be around one hour on horseback and one hour of hiking, same distance for the return to the entrance of the parking lot.

Overnight at the HOTEL RODAVENTO. (B, Boxed L,D) http://www.hotelrodavento.com/en/hotel
Day 3~Saturday~February 9
Cerro Pelon Sanctuary/ Zitacuaro
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Travel to Zitacuaro, butterfly country, to witness a marvel of nature: monarch butterflies in their winter habitat, to which they’ve been migrating for thousands of years. Zitacuaro is a small city (population of approx. 80,000) half way between Mexico City and the capital of Michoacan, Morelia. En route you will stop at Cerro Pelon Sanctuary one of the new butterfly sanctuaries, the least visited and least touristy of the sanctuaries. A monarch tagged at OKC Zoo in 2016 was found in this sanctuary! It features the longest and steepest trail up to the colony, as well as the most pristine forest. You will climb the mountain on foot or by horse for about an hour and a half with your guide. 
After lunch continue with your drive to Zitacuaro, located in the heart of the sanctuaries of the monarch butterfly. This amazing insect flies from Canada and the United States to overwinter in Mexico. Here, in the fir trees of Michoacan at between 8,000-12,000 feet, the monarch butterflies take rest for the winter months after flying over 3,000 miles. During the early winter they spend most of their time dormant, with their wings closed, in dense clusters covering the fir trunks and branches, at times hanging so heavy that they break beneath the weight. It’s strange to think that butterflies can be so heavy. This is a spectacle in itself but the Monarchs are even more impressive in February and early March when they spend most of the day sunning themselves with their wings open, occasionally fluttering around to feed on nectar.
Your home for the next two nights is the Hotel Rancho San Cayetano. This country hotel is reminiscent of a mountain lodge with large windows accenting walls of stone and wood surrounded by nature, tranquility and comfort near the Monarch Butterfly Sanctuaries of Michoacan. Nestled among 13 acres of Mexican countryside, this attractive property has nine rooms, three loft apartments and three separate self-catering houses. The rooms are scattered throughout the grounds, offering a high level of privacy and tranquility. King rooms have fire places for the chillier nights, and most of 
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the rooms have views across the grounds of pine trees and lush green grass. All have telephones and Wi-Fi. The property has a lovely swimming pool, a patio for reading or day dreaming and all of it is surrounded by a forest of pines and fruit trees. There is also a spa where you can enjoy a massage after a day of hiking to see the butterflies. The rancho is owned and run by Pablo and Lisette, a Mexican-French couple who are passionate about butterflies. They show background videos to interested guests, and have a substantial library on the subject. 
Overnight at the HOTEL RANCHO SAN CAYETANO. (B,L,D) ranchosancayetano.com/
NOTE: The distance from the parking lot to the Sanctuary will be around two hours on horseback and one hour of hiking, same distance for the return to the entrance of the parking lot.

Day 4~Sunday~February 10
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El Rosario Sanctuary

Wake up early and head to El Rosario sanctuary, the largest and most visited inside the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve. A monarch tagged at the OKC Zoo in 2017 was found in this sanctuary! Early morning is the best time to see the monarchs. Hiking here is on a three-mile long path. As you walk along the trail, note how the forest thickens on approach to the destination you share today with 60 million to more than a billion butterflies congregating in the forest after eight months and four generations of migration. The trail to the colonies is quite steep. It will take you about an hour to hike uphill, a bit less if you choose to ride up on horseback (optional at an additional cost), which you can arrange at the visitor center. Once uphill your guide will take you to the lookouts.

The sight of butterflies blanketing the trees is overwhelming, but not as majestic as when they glide through the forest. The sun warms their glowing wings to reward visitors with a unique and remarkable display of light and color. In the light of the morning sun, the monarchs slowly leave the warmth of their companions in the trees and fly low, landing to drink the morning melted frost. The males need the minerals from the earth to mate successfully in the spring. As the sun moves higher, the monarchs’ flights are more energetic, millions of golden fluttering wings rustling the air creating the sound and beauty of ever-changing patterns of light and movement. This is truly a mystical time with Mother Nature.
After wandering up into the hills to see the butterflies, you will have some free time to browse the souvenir shops.  For lunch, you will visit the beautiful town of Agangueo and enjoy delicacies at a local restaurant.
Overnight at the HOTEL RANCHO SAN CAYETANO. (B,L,D) 
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NOTE: The distance from the parking lot to the Sanctuary will be around one hour of hiking, same distance for the return to the entrance of the parking lot
Day 5~Monday~February 11
Mexico City/Oklahoma
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Arise this morning and board a motor coach bound for the Benito Juárez International Airport and your flight home. Along yo ur route, bid Mexico a fond adiós! (B, Meals Aloft) 

Optional Pre-Extension To Mexico City
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Day 1~Tuesday~February 5
Mexico City

Your journey begins as you board your flight to Mexico City, Mexico. The capital city is, and always has been, the sun in the center of the Mexican universe. Though its past is a bit maligned, Mexico City is experiencing a cultural renaissance, with revamped public places returning to life and an exploding culinary scene. 
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Upon arrival you will met escorted to your hotel. You will have some time to relax before your welcome cocktail followed by dinner at the hotel’s restaurant.
Your home for the next three nights, the Marquis Reforma Hotel & Spa, is situated on the elegant Paseo de la Reforma, one of the most beautiful avenues in the world. This oasis of refined luxury is located in the heart of Mexico City's arts, financial and shopping districts and is within walking distance of the Mexico City’s exciting cultural attractions, beautiful parks, trendy shops, art museums, popular restaurants and business centers. In-room amenities include high-speed Internet, air conditioning, an electronic safe and bathrobes and slippers.
Overnight at MARQUIS REFORMA HOTEL & SPA. (Meals Aloft,D)  www.marquisreforma.com/default-en.html
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Day 2~Wednesday~February 6
Mexico City

Enjoy a day discovering Mexico’s Mesoamerican colonial and revolutionary history while exploring the historic center of the capital city. What is now the heart of this modern city, was once the center of the Aztec world, Tenochtitlan. Visit the Cathedral built upon the main Aztec temple by the Spanish conquistadors, as well as the painted representation of Mexico’s past by muralist Diego Rivera in the National Palace. Walk through some of the center’s iconic streets to the Palace of Fine Arts where you will explore its varied architecture. 
After lunch you will visit the Anthropology Museum, to delve deeper into Mexico’s Mesoamerican past. This world-class museum stands in an extension of the Bosque de Chapultepec. The 12 ground-floor halls are dedicated to pre-Hispanic Mexico, while upper-level halls show how Mexico’s indigenous descendants live today, with the contemporary cultures located directly above their ancestral civilizations. 
Overnight at MARQUIS REFORMA HOTEL & SPA. (B,L)
Day 3~Thursday~February 7
Teotihuacan Pyramids
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Venture 30 miles north of Mexico City, to the ancient City of Teotihuacan. One of the largest urban centers in the ancient world, the city flourished between 2,100 years ago, when construction began, and about 1,400 years ago, when it went into a period of decline, including a fire that caused great damage.
The campus, at its peak, covered an area of 8 square miles and had a population of 100,000 inhabitants. The city was organized using a grid plan, many people living in what scholars refer to as “apartment compounds,” containing multiple families. The most famous structures that remain are the Pirámide del Sol (Pyramid of the Sun) and the Pirámide de la Luna (Pyramid of the Moon), which dominate the remains of the metropolis.  Spend the day exploring the archeological zone while learning about the rituals, cosmology, beliefs and everyday lives of the Aztecs and the inhabitants of Teotihuacán before them.
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After lunch drive back to Mexico City. En route visit the Basilica of Guadalupe, a shrine in Mexico City that is an important Catholic pilgrimage site and one of the most visited churches in the world. Enter the original Spanish-colonial-style basilica built in 1709 and the new basilica built in 1976.Then, explore the museum behind the Old Basilica containing 4,000 pieces of 17th-century religious art. Climb nearby Tepeyac Hill, where it is said the Lady appeared, and hear more about the events that led to the construction of the shrine. Visit the Capilla del Cerrito, the chapel built atop the exact site where Juan Diego experienced his apparitions of Our Lady atop the hill of Tepeyac. 

Return to Mexico City where the rest of your day is at leisure. 
Overnight at MARQUIS REFORMA HOTEL & SPA. (B,L) 

Day 4~Friday~February 8
Mexico City/Valle de Bravo
Today meet up with the rest of the group arrived from Cincinnati last night and continue with your Mexico adventure. (B, Boxed L, D) 
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Optional Post Extension To La Paz
Day 5~Monday~February 11
Mexico City/La Paz

Bid farewell to your fellow travelers returning to the USA today and board your flight to La Paz, the capital of Baja California Sur, a Mexican state on the Baja California Peninsula. La Paz, is the perfect place to enjoy beaches, landscapes, aquatic activities, and high-quality seafood. Take a stroll down the waterfront malecón, and discover the pastel-painted homes, the older buildings around Plaza Constitución; the chichi restaurants, the cafes and bars that cunningly hide in between the alleys. The “peaceful” city of La Paz beautifully marries Old World charm with opulent trends. Beautiful beaches, superb restaurants, and rich history will steal your heart!
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Upon arrival you will be met and escorted to your hotel, the Hotel El Catedral, located in downtown La Paz next to the Nuestra Senora de La Paz Church and just 500 yards from the boardwalk and the Regional Anthropology Museum. All rooms are equipped with a private bathroom and include free toiletries and a hairdryer. Hotel Catedral La Paz features free Wi-Fi throughout the property. The hotel has a year-round outdoor pool and sun terrace, and guests can enjoy a drink at the bar.
Overnight at the HOTEL EL CATEDRAL. (B)  www.hotelcatedral.mx/
Day 6~Tuesday~February 12
Espiritu Santo Island
This morning, depart your hotel for a full day out on the water. Upon arrival at the marina, you will be greeted by your guides and given a brief orientation about your day. 
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Your first stop is a visit with a colony of sea lions residing on Los Islotes, off the north tip of the island. Here you will have the opportunity to join them in the water – swim, snorkel and interact with these playful creatures under the watchful eyes of your guides. 

Afterward, board the boat and circumnavigate Espiritu Santo Island in search of a pristine beach, where you will eat lunch. While on the beach, learn more about the history of the island, its flora and its fauna. One of La Paz’s gems, Espiritu makes up a UNESCO World Heritage Site, comprised of 244 islands in the Sea of Cortez.  
Have lunch, and then enjoy time to kayak past sorbet-pink cliffs, relax on white sand beaches, or take a hike in search of the birds and animals that inhabit the island. Return to La Paz where the balance of your day is at leisure. 

Overnight at the HOTEL EL CATEDRAL. (B,L)
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Day 7~Wednesday~February 13
Swimming With Whale Sharks/Balandra Bay

Mother Nature determines today’s big adventure! Whale sharks, the largest known species of fish in the ocean, are known to frequent the Bahía de La Paz. Keep watch for the ‘footprint’ of these gentle giants along the water’s tranquil surface, and conditions permitting, you may luck out with a chance to don your snorkel and swim alongside this colossal and mysterious creature.
Continue on to Balandra Bay. This naturally protected cove is home to calm waters (perfect for paddle boarding), mangroves, and spectacular scenery. Here you will have lunch and take time to hike nature trails, snorkel or simply unwind before returning to La Paz for an evening at leisure.  
Overnight at the HOTEL EL CATEDRAL. (B,L)
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Day 8~Thursday~February 14
San Jose Del Cabo /Oklahoma
Time to return to the USA, as you will be transferred this morning to the Los Cabos airport for your return flight home. Sadly, it is now time to say “hasta luego” to hospitable Mexico. (B, Meals Aloft) 
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Inclusions
· Superior accommodations at hotel as indicated in the itinerary (or similar).
· American breakfast throughout. All other meals as specified in the itinerary.
· A host from the Oklahoma City Zoo, knowledgeable about monarch conservation efforts in Oklahoma, will accompany the tour with 12 travelers on the main program and 10 on each extension.
· Guided tour to Teotihuacan and shrine of Guadalupe on the pre-extension.

· Admission to Anthropology Museum in Mexico City on the pre-extension.
· All transfers.

· Entry fees to national parks/preserves.

· Gratuities for baggage handling, hotel tips and taxes.

· Complimentary passport wallet and baggage tags.
· Complimentary emergency evacuation insurance.
Exclusions

· Roundtrip airfare from the Oklahoma to Mexico City. The post extension returns from Los Cabos (quoted separately). 
· A valid passport is required on this itinerary. 

· Due to the nature of explorations, itineraries are guidelines and will change in order to maximize wildlife and natural encounters. Variations in itinerary and the order of days may occur.
· Gratuities to driver, naturalist-guide and other conveyance attendants. Gratuities should only be given as a reward for exceptional service and is at your discretion. We estimate $10 per person/per day for the driver/guide.  $5 per person/per day for the resort staff. $3 per person for each arrival and departure transfer from the airport / hotel. These are daily per service estimates and an exact tipping chart will be detailed on your final itinerary.  

· Excess baggage charges levied by airlines.

· Meals other than specified and all beverages.

· Laundry and other items of a personal nature.

· Personal and baggage insurance.

· Cost for anything not specifically included in the listing above.
Please Note The Itinerary Sequence Is Correct At The Time of Writing, But Is Subject To Change.
Classic Escapes Conservation Fund

In keeping with our mission to provide exciting, educational, and fun-filled experiences that nurture and directly support the diverse wildlife and cultures we visit around the world, Classic Escapes has established the Classic Escapes Conservation Fund to ensure that a percentage of all profits go to support conservation and wildlife researchers performing their critical work in the field. By traveling with Classic Escapes, you are supporting travel as a tool for building the mutual respect, awareness and understanding that are vital to preserving this planet for future generations. 
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Things You Need To Know About Mexico
Participants:

· Good physical and mental health is essential for the enjoyment of this active, adventure trip.
· Must be able to tolerate nature walks and hikes on uneven terrain, sometimes uphill, for one or two hours at a time in heat and humidity. All sanctuary visits involve hiking and/or horseback riding on sometimes steep inclines. Please note: the reserve altitudes vary from 8,000 – 10,000 ft. above sea level and these encounters require the ability to walk for over an hour along a steep incline that can be considered moderately strenuous. 
In general, this trip requires:

· Flexibility and good humor – unexpected changes and/or glitches will occur. 

· A spirit of adventure and curiosity. 
· Interest in and willingness to appreciate a destination with uneven infrastructure and a bending definition of comfort. That being said, some locations are nestled in absolute luxury where pampering is the norm. 

Air Schedules

Choosing the best possible air arrangements for our travelers is always a challenge. We work with many airlines that offer the best level of service, routings and value for our programs. While there may indeed be more direct routings available with another airline, the cost of these flights may not be within the budget that allows us to give you the best value possible. If you prefer to purchase your own international air, please feel free to choose the "land only" rate for this program. The start city and end city for this program is Mexico City.
Upon registration, you must provide your full legal name as it appears on your passport. In the event an airline ticket is issued with incorrect information you have provided, you will be responsible for charges associated with reissuing the ticket. 
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Your Journey At A Glance

Including:  Mexico City, Valle de Bravo, Piedra Herrada Sanctuaty, Zitacuaro, Cerro Pelon Sanctuary, El Rosario Sanctuary & Sierra Chincua
Hosted By: Oklahoma City Zoo
Escorted By: A Host From The Oklahoma City Zoo
Dates: February 7 To 11, 2019 
	Costs: Per Person, Double Occupancy
	Main Program

Based On 12 Travelers
	Pre- Extension To

Mexico City

Based On 10 Travelers 
	Post- Extension To

La Paz

Based On 10 Travelers

	Land Package 

Adults

Children Under 12 Sharing With Two Adults
	$2,995 Per Person

$1,195 Per Child
	$1,295 Per Person

$395 Per child 
	$1,695 Per Person

$995 Per Child

	Single Room Supplement*
	$995 Per Person, Additional
	$495 Per Person, Additional
	$295 Per Person Additional

	International Air From Oklahoma City, Economy, Including Estimated Departure Taxes, (Currently, Subject To Change)**
	$690 Per Person, Additional 
	N/A
	N/A


*Single Supplement: Rate Is Valid For First Two Single Rooms Booked. If More Than Two Single Rooms, Additional Supplement Will Apply. Singles Are Assigned On A First Come/First Serve Basis. 

** All International Airfares Are Subject To Change And Based On Minimum Of 10 Travelers. Taxes Are Subject To Change Until Ticketed. If Less Than 10 Travelers, The Fare will Increase & Supplemental Costs Will Be Given To The Travelers Prior To Issuing The Tickets, Approximately Two Months Prior To Departure. Note That The Special Rates Negotiated By Classic Escapes Are Not Upgradable.

Departure City:  Oklahoma City
(Other Departure Cities Available Upon Request)
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Conditions Of Travel:

REGISTRATION
HOW TO BOOK: Fill out and sign the enclosed reservation form and send it, along with the relevant deposit as shown below, to: CLASSIC ESCAPES, 58-25 Queens Blvd., Woodside, NY 11377. Upon receipt of your signed reservation form and deposit, we will, subject to availability, reserve your spot on the tour. You may consider your booking confirmed when you receive a confirmation notice and invoice from us.  

PAYMENTS
DEPOSIT: A deposit of $600 per person for the main trip and $400 for each extension must be submitted at the time of booking. Deposits may be paid by check or charged to American Express, MasterCard, Visa or Discover. 

FINAL PAYMENT: Final payment is due 95 days (November 8, 2018) before departure – you will receive a final invoice. Final payment is payable by check or money order ONLY. 
RATES: Rates are based on the minimum number of guests outlined in this document, plus airfare costs, currency exchange rates and other factors and are subject to change. Though it is rare for Classic Escapes to make a price adjustment after promotion of an itinerary, we do reserve the right to assess a surcharge if the minimum is not met, or if increases are forced upon us by airlines or other partners or because of changes in currency exchange rates.

NOT INCLUDED: Cost of passport and visa fees, and service charges for obtaining visa fees; excess baggage charges levied by airlines; laundry and other items of a personal nature; optional personal, baggage and tour cancellation insurance policy; cost for anything not specifically included in listing above.

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT: The quoted rate is valid for the first two single rooms booked and on a first-come, first-served basis. If more than two single rooms are needed, an additional supplement may apply. Single accommodations are not guaranteed, but will be provided at additional cost if available (see reservation form for cost.) The single room supplement pays for privacy, not better accommodations. For passengers who are traveling alone and wish to share a room with another tour member, we will do our best to provide a roommate. However, if this is not possible, you will be required to pay the single room supplement prior to your departure from the USA. 

GRATUITIES AND TAXES: Gratuities for baggage handling, service charges and taxes imposed by hotels, and entrance fees to all points of interest as outlined in the itinerary are included. U.S. and foreign airport taxes are included in air costs. Tips to drivers and naturalist are NOT included.

CANCELLATIONS, DEVIATIONS & CHANGES
TRIP INSURANCE: Because of the array on unforeseen circumstances that could delay or cancel a guest’s trip, we highly recommend that guests purchase an optional insurance policy. Information will be sent to registrants.

CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations are only effective on receipt of written notification. The following per person fees are applicable on this tour:
* Up to November 8, 2018, less $300 handling fee.
* November 9 to November 28, 2019, deposit is forfeited.

* November 29 to December 8, 2018, less 75% of tour cost.

* After December 8, 2018, no refund is possible

 These cancellation fees are also in addition to any fees imposed by airlines. 

CHANGE FEES: Once you reserve your tour, changes are possible at a fee of $150 per person subject to availability of air or land space at the time of request. Should there be any change fees imposed by airlines or ground operators, or additional costs incurred due to availability of any space, this cost will be invoiced to you.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS: We would be happy to make additional travel plans for you, including specially arranged pre- or post-tour extensions different than those that may be offered in conjunction with this tour. A service charge of $150 per person (over and above the cost of the services required) will be assessed.
DOCUMENTS
PASSPORT & VISAS: The onus is upon the guest to ensure that passports and visas are valid for the countries visited and for the applicable time period, as outlined by the U.S. Department of State (travel.state.gov) or by the passport holder’s country. Classic Escapes, their staff and their agents cannot be held liable for any visas, etc. not held by the guests, nor for the cost of obtaining visas.

PRE-DEPARTURE INFORMATION: Upon receipt of your registration and deposit, we will send a pre-departure packet to you. This packet contains all the information you need to prepare for your tour, including the complete itinerary, packing checklist, required documents, insurance information, etc. 

FINAL DOCUMENTS: Final documents and tickets will be sent to you approximately two weeks prior to departure, provided all monies have been paid in full.

TRANSPORTATION
OPTIONAL AIR TRANSPORTATION: Roundtrip, economy-class flights via AMERICAN AIRLINES and/or other IATAN carriers are between OKLAHOMA CITY and the destination city noted in the itinerary. Rates are based on special promotional fares; cancellation fees apply once tickets are issued. Departures from other cities in the USA are possible at additional cost; inquire at the time of reservation. Please note that these promotional fares are subject to 10 passengers traveling together on the same airline routing and itinerary. If this minimum is not met, the special group rates are not applicable and it might become necessary to issue instant purchase tickets earlier than when final payment is due in order to take advantage of airfares that are similar to the group rates. Should this occur, you will be contacted with the details.

AIRLINE SEATING: For AMERICAN AIRLINES, we request seats together for the group. All planes are non-smoking. We can request a seating preference on your behalf, however requested seats cannot be guaranteed. Requests should be made in writing no later than 60 days prior to departure. Bulkhead and/or emergency row seats can only be requested at airport check-in on the day of departure. Boarding passes will only be issued at the airport on the day of departure. You may inquire about seat changes during check in, based on availability and is at the sole discretion of airport staff. 
FREQUENT FLYER MILEAGE: The program is based on travelling via AMERICAN AIRLINES. For a list of the airline’s partners, visit  https://www.aa.com/aadvantagehttps://www.aa.com/aadvantage.  Become a member of the mileage program for any of these airlines and present your frequent flyer card at all flight check-ins to obtain credit for your flights. Remember to keep the boarding passes until you receive a statement with the mileage credit. 

TRANSFERS: Roundtrip airport transfers are included in the tour for guests arriving on group flights. If travelers make their own air arrangements, they will be subject to extra transfer fees.

DEPARTURE TAXES: Please note the amount of departure tax reflected in the airfare is subject to change, at the discretion of governments and airlines, and with no advance notice. Should this occur, you will be invoiced prior to departure for any additional taxes imposed. 

TRIP DETAILS
ACCOMMODATIONS: You will marvel at the wonderful accommodations provided throughout your tour. All rooms have private bathroom facilities and air conditioning and/or fans. All rates are based on double occupancy. Most rooms are twin-bedded, but king-size beds are occasionally available and should be requested in advance. Accommodations listed in this itinerary are correct at time of writing, but on rare occasions may be substituted for a different property of comparable quality. 

MEALS: All meals as specified in the itinerary. Please notify us if you have special dietary needs or requests, and we will do our best to accommodate.

INOCULATIONS: When it comes to vaccination and disease prevention, we suggest that travelers first review information provided by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (www.cdc.gov/travel) and then review those details with their personal physicians. 

WATER: It is always advisable to drink bottled and/or filtered water when traveling overseas. Safe drinking water will be provided to travelers free of charge in the vehicles and during meals.

BAGGAGE: On average, international flights from the USA allow one piece of checked luggage, each not exceeding 50 pounds; however, we always recommend that you check your airline’s policy just before departure, as luggage limitations are always subject to change. Despite this weight allowance, we always suggest guests travel light. Also, soft-sided duffel bags are ideal for this tour, as they stow best in vehicles and airplanes with limited space. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS
RESPONSIBIITIES: Neither Classic Escapes (the Company) nor any person or agent acting for, through or on behalf of the Company shall be liable for any loss or damage whatsoever arising from any cause whatsoever and without restricting the generality of the aforegoing shall particularly not be responsible for loss or damage arising from any errors or omissions contained in its brochure or other literature, loss or damage caused by delays, sickness, theft, injury or death. In addition, the Company shall have the right at any time at its discretion to cancel any trip or the remainder thereof or make any alteration in route, accommodation, price or other details and, in the event of any trip being rendered impossible, illegal or inadvisable by weather, strike, war, government or interference or any other cause whatsoever, the extra expenses incurred as a result thereof shall be the responsibility of the passenger. The Company may at its discretion and without liability or cost to itself at any time cancel or terminate the guest’s booking and in particular without limiting the generality of the aforegoing it shall be entitled to do so in the event of the illness or the illegal or incompatible behavior of the guest, who shall in such circumstances not be entitled to any refund. The person making any booking will, by the making of such booking, warrant that he or she has authority to enter into a contract on behalf of the other person included in such a booking and in the event of the failure of any or all of the other persons so included to make payment, the person making the booking shall by his/her signature thereof assume personal liability for the total price of all bookings made by him/her.

PHOTOGRAPHY: The Company reserves the right without further notice to make use of any photograph or film taken on the tour by our photographers without payment or permission. We guarantee that no photographs of a compromising nature will be used.

CHANGES TO SCHEDULES: Although every effort is made to adhere to schedules it should be borne in mind that the Company reserves the right and in fact is obliged to occasionally change routes and hotels as dictated by changing conditions. 

REFUNDS: While the Company uses its best endeavors to ensure that all anticipated accommodation is available as planned, there shall be no claim of any nature whatsoever against the Company for a refund either in the whole or part, if any accommodation or excursion is unavailable and a reasonable alternative is not found. If the guest is unable to use any service provided in the itinerary, then there are no refunds due.

AIRLINE CLAUSE: The airlines concerned are not to be held liable for any act, omission or event during the time the passengers are not on board their planes or conveyance. The passengers’ tickets in use by the airline or by other carriers concerned when issued shall constitute the sole contract between the airlines and the purchaser of these tickets and/or passengers. 

DELAYS: We cannot be held liable for any delays or additional costs incurred as a result of airlines not running to schedule. If one of our guides is unable to take a trip due to illness, etc. we reserve the right to substitute with another guide. This agreement is made subject to and shall be governed by and construed according to the laws of the country in which the trip takes place. Classic Escapes act merely as an agent for the operating companies. To the best of our knowledge the itinerary is correct at the time of printing. We cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies or changes that may occur after printing.

CONSENT: The payment of the deposit OR any other partial payment for a reservation on a trip constitutes consent by all guests covered by that payment to all provisions of the conditions and general information contained in this brochure whether the guest has signed the booking form or not. The terms, under which you agree to take this trip, cannot be changed or amended except in writing signed by an authorized director of the Company.

INSURANCE: It is a condition of booking, that the sole responsibility lies with the guest to ensure that they carry the correct comprehensive travel and medical insurance to cover themselves, as well as any dependents/traveling companions for the duration of their trip. Classic Escapes, including their representatives, employees and agents will take no responsibility for any costs, losses incurred or suffered by the guest, or guest’s dependents or traveling companions. 

Please visit the website to enroll – http://www.travelguard.com/classicescapes/. For any questions you may have on insurance, contact Travel Guard at 1-866-385-4839 and refer to ARC #71298.

INCLUDED EMERGENCY EVACUATION COVERAGE: For the convenience of our travelers, Classic Escapes provides a complimentary Medical Insurance Plan during this trip through Travel Guard Group, Inc. This includes:

· Emergency evacuation insurance up to $100,000.

· Up to $25,000 medical expense and up to $500 dental expense coverage subject to the terms and limitations of the insurance policy.

· 24-hour worldwide travel and medical assistance.

Please click here to view complete coverage of details. https://webservices.travelguard.com/Product/FileRetrieval.aspx?CountryCode=US&StateCode=NW&ProductCode=009031&PlanCode=P4&FileType=PROD_PLAN_DOC
Help Us Go Green
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Dear Traveler,

In an effort to help protect our planet, Classic Escapes has begun the transition of becoming paperless. We need your help getting there! 

Did you know?

Recycling one ton of paper saves 20 trees, 7,000 gallons of water, three cubic yards of landfill space, 60 pounds of air pollutants, and saves enough energy to power the average home for six months… 

Please indicate in the chart below whether or not you prefer to receive paperless correspondence from us – all you need to do is put a check under the “green” symbol for yes or a check under the “NO” for no.  

Simply fax or email your responses to reservations@classicescapes.com!

	You Will Receive The Following Items For Your Program:
	

	NO

	Welcome Letter
	
	

	Preliminary Materials – prelude packet and invoice
	
	

	Reminder Invoice with balance due
	
	

	Paid-in-Full Invoice
	
	

	Final Documents – species list, journal and final booklet
	
	


Your Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Trip Tour Code:  19SAZ0207/OKCZoo
Together we can make the world a better place!

Thank you for your support,


[image: image2]
Reservation Form: 


Oklahoma City Zoo~ Mexico

19SAZ0207/OKCZoo
Enclosed is my deposit for $ ______________ ($600 per person plus $400 for each extension) to hold __________ place(s) on the Exclusive Adventure to Mexico with the Oklahoma City Zoo departing February 7, 2019. Cost is $2,995 per person, double occupancy, land only. Estimated international air from Oklahoma City is $690 in economy, including departure taxes & fuel surcharges (currently, subject to change). Final payment due date is November 8, 2018
Please make check payable to CLASSIC ESCAPES and mail to 58-25 queens Blvd., Woodside, NY 11377 OR    

Charge deposit to:  (  MasterCard    (  Visa     (  American Express   (  Discover
(Credit Card Authorization form needs to be completed and returned to Classic Escapes via mail or fax to 718-204-4726)

Deposits can be made by credit card; however, all final payments are required to be made by check or money order only.  

Please note that a copy of your passport will be required to complete your reservation, showing the page with your photograph. Passport must be valid for at least 6 months after the return of your trip.
1) NAME (As appears on passport): ( Mr. ( Mrs. ( Ms. 
 









Passport No.


Green Card No.


Expiration Date


Nationality



2) NAME (As appears on passport): ( Mr. ( Mrs. ( Ms. 











Passport No.


Green Card No.


Expiration Date


Nationality



NAME FOR NAME BADGE IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE:  1) ______________________________________ 2)





STREET ADDRESS:














CITY: _____________________________________________________________________________ STATE: _________________ ZIP:



PHONES:  HOME: (          ) __________________________ OFFICE: (          ) ___________________________ MOBILE: (          )



E-MAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________FAX: (          )




(
I certify that I have not recently been treated for, nor am I aware of any physical or other condition or liability that would create a hazard to myself or the other members of this tour.

(  
The two of us above are sharing a room and, where possible, would like a room with:  ( ONE   ( TWO Beds (Make one selection only)

(
I am sharing with ___________________________________________________________________________________ (form sent 
separately)

(  
I need assistance in securing a roommate.  I understand if Oklahoma City Zoo or the tour operator cannot locate one for me by final payment date, I agree to pay the additional single supplement amount.

I prefer to share with:  ( Smoker  ( Non-smoker

(
I desire single accommodations, if available, and will pay the single supplement additional cost of:
( $995 for the main program   
( $295 for post-extension
( $495 for pre-extension
(
I desire to participate in the optional post extension to La Paz at a cost of: ( $1,695 per adult &  ( $995 per child
(
I desire to participate in the optional pre-extension to Mexico City at a cost of: ( $1,295 per adult &  ( $395 per child
(  

Please make my/our roundtrip air reservations on the group flights from Oklahoma City via American Airlines. 

(
Please make domestic round-trip air reservations for me from my home city:  ______________________________________ to connect with the group flights and let me know the additional cost.

(
Please send me information on air upgrades for: (  Business/First Class (only one class – business/first – exists)

Airline Seating Preference (  Aisle (  Window 
 Frequent Flier # ________________________________________________________________
**We can request a seating preference on your behalf, however this is only a request and NOT guaranteed, as some seating assignments may be airport check-in only.  Requests should be made in writing no later than 60 days prior to departure. Bulkhead and/or emergency row seats can only be requested at airport check-in on the day of departure.  Also note that even if we do obtain your preferred seat, it is not guaranteed that the seat will be provided during check-in as there might be equipment changes that nullify our selection.
(
I/We will make own air arrangements and will provide you with an itinerary before trip departure. 

.

All rates quoted are based on tariffs and value of foreign currencies in relation to the U.S. dollar in effect as of July 18, 2018, and are subject to change.  Refund of deposit is made less any cancellation charges levied in accordance with the policy outlined in the accompanying Conditions of Travel.  WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT YOU OBTAIN TRAVEL INSURANCE. RESERVATIONS ARE ACCEPTED SUBJECT TO TOUR CONDITIONS AND WILL BE CONFIRMED ONLY IF ACCOMPANIED BY COMPLETED FORM SIGNED BY THE TOUR PARTICIPANT(S).
SIGNATURE:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ DATE: ________________________________
SIGNATURE:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ DATE: ________________________________
CLASSIC ESCAPES INC.

58-25 Queens Blvd., Woodside, NY 11377
(We recommend that you keep a copy of your selections as noted above for your future reference)
Oklahoma City Zoo~ Mexico

February 7 To 11, 2019
                     58-25 Queens Blvd., Woodside, NY 11377

        
                 T: (718) 280-5000; (800) 627-1244 

                    
   
                 F: (718) 204-4726


    



          
           E: info@classicescapes.com

Credit Card Payment Authorization

Please Note:  If you wish to charge your deposit to Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover, this authorization form MUST be completed and returned to us along with your reservation form before we can process your application.

I authorize (Classic Escapes Inc.) to charge my VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER/AMEX listed below:

Name appearing on credit card












Card number







Expiration date





Card Verification Number*





Card Type





Billing address of credit card












Amount of transaction













Services rendered/Items purchased











Phone number














Signature








Date





*How To Locate Your Card Verification Number:
(Visa, MasterCard, Discover: Locate the credit card number on the back of the card above the signature box. Enter the 3-digit number which follows the credit card number. American Express: Enter the 4-digit number found directly above and to the right of the credit card number.)
I understand that all rates quoted on this tour I’m making a payment on are based on tariffs and value of foreign currencies in relation to the U.S. dollar in effect as of July 18, 2018, and are subject to change Cancellations are only effective on receipt of written notification. The following per person fees are applicable on this tour:

* Up to November 8, 2018, less $300 handling fee.

* November 9 to November 28, 2019, deposit is forfeited.

* November 29 to December 8, 2018, less 75% of tour cost.

* After December 8, 2018, no refund is possible

These cancellation fees are also in addition to any imposed by airlines. 
PLEASE NOTE:  At times, our bank requires photocopy of credit card (both sides) and driver’s license or document showing signature of cardholder, in order to process the charge.  


While it is not required at this time that you include these materials with your deposit, if our bank requests it, we will contact you for these copies.








