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THIS IS THE LAST WEEK for the annual MULLINGS subscription drive.  If you’ve been waiting until the end to subscribe, the time has come!

· The $30 annual fee is totally voluntary.  You get to read MULLINGS twice a week whether you pay it or not.  But, if you do, then you make it easier to get on an airplane, check into a hotel room, rent a car, and report from the places I write from.

· If you never have, I would really appreciate your thinking about doing it this year.  If you are a regular subscriber, thank you and please continue to support MULLINGS.

· Here’s how to do it:

<blockquote>You can go <a href = “https://secure.donationreport.com/donate.html?key=FL96F164PQPH”><b>HERE</b></a> and subscribe using a credit card.

<P>Or, to subscribe using PayPal click here:

<br><form action="https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr" method="post">

<input type="hidden" name="cmd" value="_s-xclick">

<input type="hidden" name="hosted_button_id" value="7VEBMS6NFTL7Q">

<input type="image" src="https://www.paypal.com/en_US/i/btn/btn_subscribe_LG.gif" border="0" name="submit" alt="PayPal - The safer, easier way to pay online!">

<p>(PayPal doesn’t play nicely with all email clients.  If you’re having trouble please go to the MULLINGS webpage (www.mullings.com) and use the PayPal link there)

<p>If those choices make you nervous, you can send a check to:

<blockquote>Mullings

<br>PO Box 320123

<br>Alexandria, VA 22320</blockquote></blockquote>

· Thank you.

<P><center>-----</center>

· Help me out with this:
-- The Republican “brand” is seriously damaged.  
-- The number of people voting for Republicans is continuing to shrink.  
-- Republicans can’t win without increasing the votes of people of color.   
-- Voters disapprove of the President; dislike Congressional Democrats more; and hate Congressional Republicans most of all. 
· And, yet …

· No matter what the final numbers are, there is no doubt this was a huge win for Republicans.
· Republicans will organize the Senate.  They will have a larger majority in the House.  There were no negative surprises for the GOP anywhere in the country – at least at the statewide level.
· If American voters are angry with Washington, and I think they are, then there is only one way to demonstrate that anger nationally:  Vote against the President.
· In this case the President is Barack Obama.  

· In 2009, three days after he had been inaugurated,  President Obama famously told  then-Republican Congressman Eric Cantor: 

"I won. So I think on that one, I trump you."
· When the President sailed to re-election in 2012 his minions ran out to every TV studio in Washington to remind us that “elections matter” and that Obama had run on, and won on, the issue of Obamacare.
· If elections mattered then then this election matters now.  If winning trumped losing for Obama in 2009 then winning trumps losing for Congressional Republicans in 2014.
· Will Barack Obama sulk and brood his way through the final two years of his Presidency?  Will he get his back up and try to make policy by Executive Order?  Or, will he reach out to the Congress he has not wanted to deal with over the past four years (since the GOP took control of the House) and try to negotiate legislation that benefit America?
· It is likely that Mitch McConnell (R-Ky) will be Senate Majority Leader and John Boehner (R-Oh) will be Speaker of the House.   These are not newcomers to managing the troops.  Neither are they newcomers in understanding the written and unwritten rules of their respective chambers.

· I assume – although I do not know – that teams of senior Republican staffers from both the House and Senate have been working to establish an agenda of what legislation they would like to pass and send to the President.

· Moving legislation through the House is a pretty straightforward deal:  If I have one more vote than you have I control everything.  I control every Committee, every Subcommittee; I control the what comes to the floor and when.  Unlike the Senate I can pass a bill as long as I have one more vote than you do.
· In the Senate – depending upon the rules the Republican majority adopts – many bills will still require 60 votes before they can be adopted.

· Democrats in the Senate will not support legislation that the White House signals the President will veto.  The Congress can override a Presidential veto, but it ain’t easy.  The Constitution (Article I, Section 7, clause 2) requires a two-thirds vote of both the House and Senate. 
· So, it just doesn’t make sense for the GOP to force bills to the President’s desk if they think he will use what has become known as the “veto pen.”
· I think it would be a mistake for the Congressional Republicans to continue to run against Barack Obama.  When the Executive Branch and the Senate were in the hands of Democrats, House Republicans could make a case for being the only buffer to stop bad policy.
· With the GOP in control of the entire Article I branch – the Congress – they have to prove to the American public that they not only can stop bad policy, but can develop and pass good policy.
· There are states yet to be decided as I type this on Tuesday night – New Hampshire, North Carolina and Virginia to name three – so we don’t have a final count of how many seats the GOP will have in the Senate.
· But Newt Gingrich made an important point on CNN last night:
“Campaigns matter.  Candidates matter and, by the way, your vote matters.  Every American should be proud of the process that produced these close races across the nation.”
·  Amen.
· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_11-05-14.htm” <b> Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the CNN election tracker that will update throughout the day.
Also a totally unrelated Mullfoto from downtown Old Town Alexandria, Virginia.
-- END --

