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Instructor: Kevin Neuner
Text: (required) N.T. Wright, For All God’s Worth: True Worship and the Calling of the Church. (Grand Rapids, MI; Eerdman’s, 1997). Additional resources are recommended throughout the class, and are listed within the Course Outline.
Course Description (MUS450): A capstone course in the Music and Worship Major. This course is an integration of theology, historical information, critical thinking, and practical skills application related to worship in culture. Meets PMIN350 Fundamentals of Worship.

Course Description (PMIN350): Instruction in the history, theology, and leadership of corporate worship. Emphasis will be on the aspects and planning of worship, providing a wide range of worship experiences.

Course Goals: This class will focus on a) the idea and concept of worship and b) the entity of culture. This course will help the student…
· understand worship in the Bible and in contemporary culture.

· be able to critically analyze contemporary culture and discern from it meaning and understanding.

· question his/her own biases, traditions, and presuppositions about worship, the Bible, and culture.

· be equipped to apply these understandings in the practice of worship/ministry within and outside the Church.
· become familiar and skillful with different paradoxes existent in worship and contemporary culture
· be familiar with various philosophies of worship leadership.
Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to…
· clearly articulate in Biblical and practical terms the definitions, meanings, and values of “worship” and “culture” in diverse contexts.

· intelligently and articulately engage with cultural contextual realities, historical, contemporary, and future, inside and outside “the Church.”
· lead, minister, and worship with greater effectiveness in a variety of ministry and cultural contexts.
· implement tangible application of theories through various events, activities, and programs.
· develop a personal and communal philosophy of worship.

· Live a life of λογικην
 worship, in spirit and in truth, throughout the rest of the student’s life.

Course Requirements: 1000 pts. (descriptions below)
· (100) – Meet minimum attendance requirements, and actively participate in classroom discussions.

· (300) – Choose one of the following:
A. Write a reflection paper on any topic relevant to course content (topic must be pre-approved by professor).

B. Write an extensive book report on a title relevant to course content (book title must be pre-approved by professor).

C. A written review/evaluation of a worship service or ministry gathering with reflections on course content.

D. An interview of a worship leader/pastor on course content.
E. Develop a class/seminar curriculum for teaching/presenting relevant course material.
· (200) – 2 scheduled quizzes (100 pts. each).
· (400) – 1 final (comprehensive).
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS DESCRIPTIONS

Attendance & In-class sharing/participation
Because lectures and in-class discussions/questions make up the majority of class content, your prompt and complete attendance is mandatory for this course. Missing any more than 20% of scheduled class hours will result in a lower grade.

In the spirit of good learning, I ask that you refuse to be a passive student.

· ASK QUESTIONS TO ENGAGE. Questions are evidence that you are actively engaging with the material not simply passively absorbing. Questions also propel a discussion forward, pressing a point, issue, or element to logical conclusions (or absurdities). They also open up new possibilities for discovery and understanding. Think about, craft, and drive questions in this class. And yes, question-asking is a skill that can be learned, and must be practiced.
· ASK QUESTIONS TO CLARIFY. If you don’t understand a concept, a word, a phrase, a term… ASK! There is no shame in not knowing. There is detriment to never finding out.
· INTERRUPT. Ideas come and go easily. Take advantage of a present thought.

· ARGUE. If you disagree, support or substantiate your point. Do not be afraid of good ideological and conceptual conflict. Engage!
· Exemplify CHUTZPAH/TEMERITY. Have an unreasonable (yet respectful) contempt of danger or opposition when it comes to your education and the opportunity to learn and grow.
· HONOR, respect, and love each other by listening and acknowledging each other’s comments and engaging each other’s arguments objectively.
Assignment of Choice Descriptions (choose one):

(A) Reflection Paper

In a minimum of 7 pages, write a thesis driven paper that clearly articulates responses and reflections to any of the relevant class material. A thesis is “a position or proposition that a person advances and offers to maintain by argument; a proposition to be proved or one advanced without proof: HYPOTHESIS.” Think personally, theologically, and ministerially. An “A” paper will be clear and honest, properly formatted and cited, and will genuinely “reflect” the student’s intellectual and spiritual journey through the course.
· What are the most important themes, issues, concepts, etc., relevant to the “Church” today?
· What are the most fundamental themes, issues, concepts, etc., that underlie the others in the context of contemporary culture and worship?
· What are the most challenging ideas for you personally? In your church? Why?
· What is technology, and how is it relevant to the ideas and values of the human experience?
· What are some conclusions or convictions to which you have come regarding worship or culture that are fundamental to your ministerial understanding and practice?
· Are there any exhortations that you believe are imperative for the Church regarding worship and/or culture?
· Improvise other areas for discovery.
· Thesis Statements:
1. Good thesis statements:

a. “The Church must engage with postmodern culture because…”

b. “Worship is the essence of discipleship.”

c. “All worship takes on the forms of the culture.”

d. “Biblically, worship is ultimately service.”

2. Bad thesis statements:
a. “Organ music is the worst Church music ever.”
b. “Postmodernism is of the devil and is the greatest evil in the history of mankind.”

c. “People who don’t truly understand worship are not truly Christians.”

d. “God is so awesome, He just makes me want to sing all the time.”
· Include cover page.

· Double-spaced, 12 point standard font (e.g. Times New Roman)

· Include an introduction and conclusion.
(B) Book Report:

· Choose an additional book to read (minimum 100 pages) relevant to class content pertaining to worship, or culture. An “A” report will be thorough in conveying the content of the book, balancing and utilizing personal thoughts and “in your own words” summaries and quotes directly from the book.
1. Title must be pre-approved by professor.

2. Give the full bibliographic information of the book.
3. Give a brief biography of the author. (optional)

4. Answer the question, “What is the book about?”

5. What is the thesis? What are the main points, key phrases, and terminologies? What is the author’s intent in writing? What are the main arguments?

6. How well did the author do in presenting the material? Persuasive? Mere rhetoric? Simply argumentative? Substantive?

7. Include several key quotes and cite page numbers.

8. Give your personal reflections on what you’ve read.

9. Include other reviews, commentaries, blogs, or other opinions that you’ve read or engaged in (optional). Be sure to cite your references.

10. Minimum 2 pages of report per every 100 pages of book. (e.g., a 225 page book should yield ~4.5 page report)

11. Single-spaced, with cover page that includes bibliographic information.
(C) Worship Service/Ministry Gathering Review Questions
An “A” paper will not simply answer the questions below, but will also improvise questions, interact and process the information thoughtfully, and will respond intelligently and reflectively.

· Give the stats of the service [church/ministry, day, time, length of service, denominational affiliation/bent/association, band members/instruments, speaking personnel and roles (preaching, announcements, scripture reading, etc.), size of the building, style (auditorium, gymnasium, cathedral, etc.) seating capacity, pews/seats, height of the ceiling, the materials used for the building, stage setup, light setup, video setup, etc.]

· What elements (songs, communion, Scripture reading, etc.) are in the service?  Were there any sensory elements (smell, taste, seeing, feeling, etc.)?

· What songs did they choose? How would you describe the “style” they played?

· Were the transitions between songs or elements distracting or enhancing to the service?

· Did the service have continuity? Was their consistency in the themes of the songs and the message?

· What ideas did the worship leader communicate, explicitly and implicitly?

· What was the atmosphere/environment like? (Describe the building structure, temperature, decor, etc.)

· How did the people respond/react?

· Was the service “biblical?” Explain. Was the service “culturally relevant?” Explain.

· Comment on your personal reactions. How did you feel?

· Did the atmosphere affect your ability to focus on God?

· Did any elements move your heart?

· Could you feel the Holy Spirit?

· Did having to pay attention to the details of the service distract you from worshiping?

(D) Worship Leader/Pastor Interview Questions
An “A” interview will improvise questions and document the ‘conversation’ not just the ‘answers.’ An “A” interview will also include thoughtful reflections about the interviewee and what was said or implied through their responses.
· How did you become involved with music/worship ministry? Tell the story of your “worship life.”
· Is this something you enjoy and feel fulfilled in as a calling?
· What is your worship philosophy?
· How do you balance heart and skill when choosing worship team members?
· Describe your working relationship with other staff, particularly pastoral staff?
· Do you as leaders have a “behavioral objective?” Explain.
· Describe your process of service planning.
· How do cultural contexts, both musical and otherwise, affect your service planning and philosophies?
· Does “cultural relevance” mean anything to you?
· What resources have been influential in your life? Which do you use/recommend on, 1) a recurring basis, 2) capital basis? Why?
· Who have been your most influential leaders, worship or otherwise? Why?
· How well did this leader/pastor utilize Scripture in their ideas/positions/explanations?
· What did you learn through the interview?
(E) Class/Seminar Curriculum

Develop and write a minimum of a one-hour class or seminar on any of the relevant class content (worship, discipleship, culture, technology, etc.) An “A” Seminar will creatively engage an audience educationally, inspirationally, and polemically and will include the following elements.

· First determine what kind of class/seminar you’re doing. Is it for your worship team? Is it for a conference? Who is the audience?
· Outline of class/seminar content. Identify a starting and an ending. Take your people through a journey, and include main points, or a main theme.
· Write a title for the class/seminar and a brief description that both explains and invites.
· Utilize visual aides, stories, illustrations, analogies, studies/data, books/quotes, etc.
· Submit a PowerPoint/Keynote Presentation with your talk.
· Make sure you provide “additional resources for further study” which may include talks, videos, books, websites, etc.
· Script your lecture/seminar nearly to verbatim.
· You will have the option/opportunity to present a 10 min. version of your class/seminar in-class.
Writing Reflection Papers

by Mark Branson

The word “reflection” often refers to what you see in a mirror – the glass, properly coated and polished, provides an image that represents what is being reflected. Perhaps the mirror reflects your own face, or it might be held so that it reflects some other object. There are certain qualities of the glass that affect the reflection – the shape, the coating, the polishing, the position.

The word “reflection” also refers to a cognitive and imaginative process: you read a book, witness an event, or experience some leap of your own intuition, then you reflect on what just happened – you examine and consider it. The text, for example, bounces off whatever is already in your mind and imagination. Perhaps you read something about friendship, so you consider what you have read in light of your own values, experiences, ideas and hopes. The result is your “reflection” on the text. The qualities and characteristics of your own life, as it received the new input, bear directly on the nature of the reflection.

Some assignments call for personal reflection. Whether written or oral, you are to give deliberate and focused attention to how a particular topic relates to your own life – your experiences, values, worldview, hopes, etc. The focus here is on the implications of some topic in relationship to your life – your past, present and future. Perhaps you have been studying the biblical concept of the cross as a way of discipleship. You have studied texts in which Jesus’ obedience to his father resulted in his crucifixion and other texts that teach this pattern as normative for Christians. Your personal reflection may deal with ways you believe this offers insights into experiences you have already had, or how you have been living with beliefs that counter this teaching, or you can reflect on how this shapes your expectations as a Christian leader. A reflection paper may take the form of an autobiographical essay – perhaps reflecting on your own life in relationship to congregations, or to ethnicity, or to money. Personal reflection requires clarity about the concepts on which you are reflecting, honesty in self-reporting, and a certain level of humility because all concepts are tentative.

Theological reflection is another type of conceptual and imaginative work. An assignment that calls for theological reflection is theological in that the writer explores questions about God’s purposes and actions. This could include theological topics such as God the Father, revelation, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, sin and salvation, church and mission. But this is more than beliefs – the goal is to develop the ability to think theologically in the context of one’s personal life and/or ministry. Such an assignment is also “reflection” in that you are reexamining your own theological framework in light of some new input. You are working with previous and new theological concepts, previous and current ministry experiences, and your maturing imagination. For example, perhaps you read a book on ecclesiology, and you therefore are reconsidering your own beliefs about what God’s purposes are, what God has been and is doing in congregations, and how that gives insight into your own life and ministry. The focus is more theological framework (“doing theology”) rather than on your life (testimony), although the implications for your life are probably a sub-current. Theological reflection requires clarity about the theological input, your previously held beliefs, and the comparative work you are doing. Also required are insight and humility into the implications of the reflective work you are doing.

A ministry reflection paper does both; it brings theological reflection and personal reflection into a focus on how your current learning might affect how you pursue ministry. You need to give attention to those who have modeled ministry for you and their theology, your own ministry experiences and the theology behind those experiences, and you need to consider the input you have received and how it might shape your future ministry. As before, clarity, honesty, and humility are required.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

Items more personal to my teaching style and philosophy

· My personal commitment is to provide the very best environment and experience for your education. My question to you as the student: Regarding the acquisition of knowledge and your overall educational benefit, what percentage of responsibility belongs to you as the student, and how much of it is mine as the teacher?

Mine _____.  Teacher’s _____.
· I am also personally committed to the continual quest/journey of academic integrity and humility. “About a 1/3rd of what I’m telling you is wrong, the problem is, I don’t know which 1/3rd it is.” – N.T. Wright.
· Western vs. Eastern educational values. “The Greeks learned in order to comprehend. The Hebrews learned in order to revere. The modern man learns in order to use, accepting the maxim which declares: ‘Knowledge is power.’ ”

· Rectal thermometers.

· I’ve given you all my notes including bibliography, references, Biblical passages, etc. So, don’t take notes! Receive them, reference them, and respond to them, and engage your soul and your mind with the subject and the content.

· The purpose of using the Biblical languages of עברית & Ελληνικη. “Flaberghasted.” “Kick the bucket.” “תבה/tevah.” “Walking on the water.”
· Respect the learning process. Never let your schooling hinder your education! “Life is for learning, and learning is for life.” – Dwight Pryor
· Immediately share with others what you are learning and processing. Teachers learn more than students.
· www.vialogue.wordpress.com, and click the “MUS450/PMIN350” page link on the right for all class resources.
· You are more than welcome to contact me at any time:
kneuner@jessup.edu, kevinneuner@gmail.com, kevinneuner@me.com, kevin.neuner@tka.org
c/o The King’s Academy | 562 North Britton Ave. | Sunnyvale, CA 94085

SCHEDULE

6:30 – 7:20 (50) | 7:40 – 8:30 (50) | 8:50 – 10:00 (70)
1-3
January 23
4-6
January 30

____
February 6
NO CLASS

7-9
February 13

____
February 20
NO CLASS
PRESIDENT’S DAY

10-12
February 27

13-15
March 5

16-18
March 12

19-21
March 19

22-24
March 26

____
April 2

NO CLASS
EASTER BREAK

____
April 9

NO CLASS
EASTER BREAK

25-27
April 16

28-30
April 23

31-33
April 30

Choice Assignment due, no later than 23:59:59


May 7

Final
PROFESSOR’S INQUIRY

Questions:

What does סלה mean?

What makes my worship different than your worship? Why is your worship “called” worship, and mine isn’t.

How can we keep worship “genuine?” How can we not fake it?

Does the “form” of worship matter?

How will the absence of worship affect my “spiritual life?”

Is there a “right” and “wrong” way to worship?

Who defines worship? (Pastor, worship leader, church secretary?)

Where do babies come from?

How can we get rid of the distractions while worshipping (worldly)?
Where is the line drawn between performance and leading?
What “defines” worship?

What is the difference between “spiritual life” and the rest of my life?

I WANT AN ANSWER TO POSTMODERNITY! :

Cultural artifacts and values

Greek vs. Hebrew culture 

Moore’s Law

Telekinesis

Cyborgs

G.R.I.N. Technologies

D.A.R.P.A.

Asimo

Heisenberg’s Theory of Indeterminancy

Einstein’s Theory of Relativity

Newton’s Laws of Thermodynamics

Entropy

Creative Commons Licensing

Kiva

TOMS

IBM’s Watson

Postmodernity

Postmodernism

Phenomenology

Meme

Epistemology

Evolution

Evil

Secularism

What is the most beautiful thing you’ve experienced this week?

---

Medium change from pottery to parchment to papyrus to pixel

Tribal to Individual to Personal to Private

Print mediums introduces objectivity, abstraction, and linear thinking. It also produces categories. It also requires an “access code” which creates hierarchy, and tiers/classes of humanity.

Image mediums introduce subjectivity, concreteness, and non-linear. It also demolishes categories. It does not require an “access code” and therefore eliminates hierarchy and tiers/classes of humanity.

Technologies blur the lines between time and space, locality and distance, context and coherence.

· When does human life begin?

· Was the person on the cross “saved?” What about everyone “before” Jesus?

· Once saved always saved.

· Predestination vs. Free-will.

· Hermeneutics…historical and cultural contexts. Viewing history through the lens of modern contexts.

· The Bible says so.

Instead, perhaps human life doesn’t “begin,” but is fully valued and complete. Perhaps “being saved” wasn’t the point of being “in Paradise.” Salvation has nothing to do with “before” or “after” Jesus. What happened on the cross didn’t change everything after, because in this understanding, there is no “after.” Once saved always saved now becomes a category mistake. The cross that bridges the divide becomes a poor analogy. And many other implications…

e-Readers, tablets, laptops, etc., create empathy at a distance.

So how does this play into concrete experience?
Course Outline & Notes

Course Overview & Introduction
[I have worked hard to give you the best and most accurate information available, citing as much as possible for direct quotations and references. However, since “to err is human,”
 there may be mistakes or inaccuracies. For such areas, I ask for your grace. If you desire to reference anything from this material, please feel completely free. I greatly encourage you, however, to please go to the primary source whenever possible.]

· Theology – “the study of god.” that which seeks to understand God, His existence, mind, character, nature, etc.
· Philosophy – “the love of wisdom.” the areas that deal with human thought and observance.
· Methodology – the areas of action, how it all plays out together (“pragmatics”—character or conduct that emphasizes practicality).  How theology and philosophy “work” or “behave” in the real world.
· Ontology – the definition of “being,” pertaining specifically to the student of this course.

· Convergence – 1) the act, fact, or condition of converging (coming together; to move or be directed toward each other or toward the same place, purpose, or result).

· Compartmentalization – to divide into categories or compartments.
 What are the various “compartments” that exist in our contemporary culture? In the “Christian” community? 
 Why does humanity compartmentalize/categorize? How does the idea of convergence challenge the idea of compartmentalization?
· “Spiritual” – there is no word in Hebrew for the word “spiritual.”

· The disintegration of unity allows us to make things more accessible, understandable. It is honestly easier, and more self-centered. The disintegration of distinctiveness helps us to think more “integratively” about everything.

· Character – early 14c., from O.Fr. caractere, from L. character, from Gk. χαρακτηρα "engraved mark," from kharassein "to engrave," from kharax "pointed stake." Meaning extended by metaphor to "a defining quality."

· Leadership – not only in position, but also in mere personhood, including gifts and talents. Also, your “followship.” This isn’t a class. THIS IS YOUR LIFE, and the lives of the countless of others you are going to influence.
· Worldview – What do you believe about life, existence, the past, the future, meaning, purpose, faith, etc.? So, who are we? Where did we come from? Where are we going? What is wrong with the world? What is the solution? Why do we exist?
· Vision – A “picture of the future.” 2.  the act or power of anticipating that which will or may come to be: prophetic vision; the vision of an entrepreneur.

· Proverbs 29:18 – “In the absence of vision, people cast off restraint.” If you do not have a goal, one will be automatically and unintentionally assigned to you. What I call “leadership by surprise.”
· (NASB) – Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained.
· (NLT) – When people do not accept divine guidance, they run wild. But whoever obeys the law is joyful.
· (CEV) – Without guidance from God law and order disappear, but God blesses everyone who obeys his Law.
· (KJV) – Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
· (Mess) – If people can't see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; But when they attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed.
· (NCV) – people are uncontrolled.
· Habakkuk 2:2-3 (NASB) – Then the LORD answered me and said, “Record the vision; and inscribe it on tablets, that the one who reads it may run. For the vision is yet for the appointed time; it hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly come, it will not delay.”
· Vision gives you passion, motivation, direction, purpose. (cf. Visioneering by Andy Stanley)
· Religion – “respect for what is sacred,” “to bind or connect again,” (re + ligare), “to choose, or carefully consider,” The ultimate origins of Latin religio are obscure. It is usually accepted to derive from ligare "bind, connect". Likely from a prefixed re-ligare, i.e. re (again) + ligare. A “bonding between humans and gods.” 
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Breaux, Mike. Making Ripples. (Zondervan, 2007). 112 pages.

Groeschel, Craig. Chazown: A Different Way to See Your Life. (Multnomah, 2006). 240 pages.

Nouwen, Henri. Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World. (Crossroad, 1992, 2002). 160 pages.

Sire, James. The Universe Next Door. (InterVarsity, 2009).
Smith, Huston. The World’s Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions. (HarperOne, 1991). 399 pages.

Smith, Huston. Why Religion Matters: The Fate of the Human Spirit in an Age of Disbelief. (HarperOne, 2001). 304 pages.

Stanley, Andy. Visioneering: God’s Blueprint for Developing and Maintaining Personal Vision. (Multnomah, 2001). 272 pages.

VeggieTales. A Snoodle’s Tale: A Lesson in Self-Worth. (BigIdea [image: image8.png]


, 2004). 50 min.

Worship: The Activity of Humanity
· What Is Worship? From the Old English “worthiness” or “respect.” i.e., that which you “value.”

·  Worship is Life. (Psalm 150; John 4:21-24). “Worship is the activity of the human soul.” – Louie Giglio

· Therefore, the question is NOT Do you worship?, but rather What/How do you worship?
· Happy Valentine’s Day! Worship and Life Lessons from Hallmark.
· “Tearing down our totems” for True Worship. A totem is a “collective representation of the traits and values of a particular community and/or culture.”

· Only Two Options: Worship 1) God, or worship 2) yourself/humanity. There are no other options. What are some “totems” in the Church?
 What are some totems in your life?
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Dawn, Marva J. Reaching Out Without Dumbing Down: A Theology of Worship for this Urgent Time. (Eerdmans, 1995).

Group Publishing. Experience God in Worship. (Group, 2000). 191 pages.

Giglio, Louie. i am not but i know I AM. (Multnomah, 2005). 176 pages.

Giglio, Louie. The Air I Breathe: Worship As A Way Of Life. (Multnomah, 2003). 128 pages.

Giglio, Louie. Worship: That Thing We Do. (Choice Resources [image: image19.png]


, 2002) available at www.268store.com.

Tozer, A.W. Whatever Happened to Worship: A Call to True Worship. (Christian Publications, 1985). 128 pages.

Wiersbe, Warren. Real Worship: Playground, Battle Ground, or Holy Ground? (Baker, 2000). 222 pages.

Webber, Robert. The Biblical Foundations of Christian Worship. (Hendrickson Publishers, 1995).

Webber, Robert. Worship Is A Verb: Eight Principles for Transforming Worship. (Hendrickson Publishers, 1992). 225 pages.

Wright, N.T. For All God’s Worth: True Worship and the Calling of the Church. (Eerdman’s, 1997). 136 pages.
The Essentials of Worship

· Worship in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:21-24).
· Spirit (internal)—your personal “composure,” “personhood,” “identity,” “style,” etc.

· Truth (external)—“reason/logic,” “community,” “observation,” “Scripture,” etc.

· True Worship is…

·  …a response. Worship begins and is surrounded by God.  We do not initiate worship. God is the initiator, the center, the focus, the attention, the giver, the subject, and the object of worship. True worship is a response to God’s revealed greatness, love, salvation, holiness, grace, etc. We do not worship because we have found something great to worship, but because God has revealed Himself to us His greatness, and worthiness, etc. What have you observed about this God you worship? Therefore…
· 1. If worship of God is not happening, He simply has not been fully seen.

· 2. Your goal as a worship leader is not to get people to worship, but to help people see God more fully, and more accurately. How do you do this? How does this change the role of “worship leader?”
· …both personal and corporate. “Worship is the submission of all our nature to God. It is the quickening of the conscience by His holiness; the nourishment of the mind with His truth; the purifying of imagination by His beauty; the opening of the heart to His love; the surrender of will to His purpose—and all of this gathered up in adoration, the most selfless emotion of which our nature is capable.”

· Worship is very personal, in the conscious, the mind, the soul, the heart, will, and emotions. Worship is a deep interaction with you, the very “self” of your identity. What happens to you during times of worship?

· Worship is also very communal. There is a dynamic when you engage with others, and when others engage with you.
 What dynamics happen when you worship with others?
· …what Jesus came for. (John 12:27-28)

· …eternal. (Revelation 4, 5, 15, 19) The bookends of time are filled with worship. “What is evangelism but recruiting people for a choir?” – Tony Campolo. To then truly worship is to glimpse the eternal, to enter into a world that is outside of the world we experience. It is to catch a glimpse of heaven on earth.

· …[gives] meaning for/to life. If worship is to have value, to give value, and it is the one thing that we were born to do, and the one thing that we will do when we die, and the one thing that is a fulfillment of our entire purpose, then worship, true worship, is the vehicle for meaning and purpose for one’s life/existence. “God not only influences daily life, but also shapes all of reality and makes life meaningful in some ultimate sense. …This kind of meaning system results in loyalty to religious tradition in the face of modern secularity, faithfulness to the covenant with God, and morality rooted in obedience.”

· …an evangel. When we’ve lost value, we’ve lost our meaning to life. “Life just isn’t worth living” is a common phrase used by people who have had enough. They’ve lost “worth/value”. True worship revives our meaning for existence.  What greater evangel is there than to come to a knowledge that life has value, because it is ultimately created and initiated by a God of ultimate value and who gives freely that value to His Creation?
· …spiritual warfare. (Job 1) What is the primary focus of the devil? The spiritual warfare of worship is to say, in the midst of the chaos, in the midst of the tragedy, in the midst of the injustice, pain, apathy, ambivalence, lack of passion, and desire, I WILL WORSHIP! Just when you think that all is going wrong, it’s just possible, there is a war over your value system—your worship. “To praise God in the midst of suffering or confusion is to declare, in Keck’s phrase, the ultimate ‘Nevertheless!’ It is to cling to faith in a God of grace despite apparent evidence to the contrary.”
 To worship in the midst of pain, suffering, trials, etc., is to say, “The Devil will never win.”
· …a verb. Worth and values are never 

· …a release. Since God is the initiator and the giver of all things, and since our brokenness sometimes convinces us that we “own,” our lives, worship is a “letting go” of that which we hold on so tightly to. 
· What is at the heart of Christian Worship? “God must be the subject and object of all our worship.”

Living In The Tension
· Dichotomies: 1. a division or the process of dividing into two especially mutually exclusive or contradictory groups or entities. 3a. BIFURCATION; especially : repeated bifurcation (as of a plant's stem). b. a system of branching in which the main axis forks repeatedly into two branches. c. branching of an ancestral line into two equal diverging branches. 4. something with seemingly contradictory qualities.
· Paradoxes. 2a. a statement that is seemingly contradictory or opposed to common sense and yet is perhaps true. b. a self-contradictory statement that at first seems true. c. an argument that apparently derives self-contradictory conclusions by valid deduction from acceptable premises. 3. one that possesses seemingly contradictory qualities or phases What are some common dichotomies in the Church and in ministry that may actually be paradoxes?

· Examples in ministry…
· Is worship leading a performance?
· Is preaching about the message or the delivery?
· No matter what you do, you’re going to feel like you’re fighting the church:

(Some of you will preach to the lost, and then be criticized for neglecting the sheep. Others of you will disciple, then be criticized for not evangelizing. ( Some of you will preach subjects topically to be criticized for neglecting the exposition. Others of you will exposit to be criticized for neglecting relevance. ( Some of you will start generational ministries such as a young adult group only to be criticized for dividing and segregating the church. Others of you who believe that the church is one body and should all come together as a family will keep services together and then be criticized for not meeting the needs of those in the church. ( You youth pastors will hang out on the street corners to reach out to kids and then be criticized for encouraging delinquents, or better yet, not sitting in your office. Others of you will sit in your office planning for the youth event to be criticized for not spending time with kids. ( Some of you will use technology to be criticized for misuse of funds. Others of you will neglect the technology to be criticized for being “old and traditional”. ( Some of you will use secular music in your ministries because it provides a doorway to the world, only to be criticized for letting the world in the church. Others will hold steady to Christian music because you don’t want corrupt influences in the church only to be criticized for being out of touch. ( It’s the continual battle of ministering in the world to be criticized for selling out or ministering to the church to be criticized for not reaching out. Then there’s the difficult balance of spending time with Jesus to neglect the flock vs. spending time with the flock, to neglect my time with Jesus.
· “I would love the ministry if it just weren’t for all the people.” The question for all of you heading into full-time professional ministry is not “if” it gets difficult but “when”.
· I call this living in the tension.
· So, is worship “theocentric” (God-centered), or “anthropocentric” (human-centered)? What are the mission or vision statements of your church/ministry? What is the driving focus and center of those statements? What does the church desire to accomplish?  
· “Significant factors in the contemporary milieu highlights how difficult it is to keep God as the subject of worship in the present narcissistic
 and subjectivized culture.”

· Example: A theology of buildings and nature.
· Jewish synagogues vs. Hellenistic and Roman theatres. What takes front and center? (Luke 4:16-30)

· Expensive buildings (financially, humanly, environmentally, etc.). What does that buy?

· Nature – God’s prints (the work of God) vs. Human’s prints (the work of “man”). What is your attention drawn to?

· “Isn’t it amazing that they can do that nowadays?“
· Nature is most beautiful when it is doing what it was created to do…worshipping.” (Psalm 148)
· An allegiance matrix:
· That which you give acknowledgement you give notice.

· That which you give acceptance you give value.

· That which you give attention you give power.

· That which you give adoration you give praise.

· That which you give allegiance you give worship.
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Ultimate Worship I: The Highest Form Of Worship

· What then is “ultimate” worship? To “worship,” ultimately, is to take on the traits and characteristics of the very thing or person you worship. (“Imitation is the highest form of flattery.”)
· The ultimate and highest form of worship – Emulation/Imitation.
· Emulate: 1 a) to strive to equal or excel; b) Imitate; 2) to equal or approach equality with.
· Michael Jackson video clip. “Be like Mike.”
· First-Century Discipleship; Every-Century Worship:
· Dwight Pryor: “Learning is for life, and life is for learning.” “Study is the highest form of worship.” Why?

· A couple quotes to set the backdrop of the first-century Jewish educational system and thought:
“As for ourselves, therefore, we neither inhabit a maritime country, nor do we delight in merchandise, nor in

such a mixture with other men as arises from it; but the cities we dwell in are remote from the sea, and having a fruitful country for our habitation, we take pains in cultivating that only. Our principle care of all is this, to educate our children well; and we think it to be the most necessary business of our whole life to observe the laws that have been given us, and to keep those rules of piety that have been delivered down to us.” (emphasis mine) Flavius Josephus, Apion 1.60.

“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” – Joshua 1:8. “Go then, and consider, which is the hour that is neither of the day nor of the night, and in it [you may] study [Greek] wisdom. This opinion conflicts with that of Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani ... Rabbi Yonatan says: This verse is not an obligation or a commandment, but rather a blessing.”

“School children may not be made to neglect their studies even for the building of the Temple…The world endures only for the sake of the breath of schoolchildren”

“Under the age of six we do not receive a child as a pupil; from six upwards accept him and stuff him (with Torah) like an ox.”

“ ‘He who learns from the young, to what is he like? To one who eats unripe grapes, and drinks wine from his vat. And he who learns from the old, to what is he like? To one who eats ripe grapes, and drinks old wine’ (Aboth IV.26). But a colleague made the neat retort: ‘Look not at the flask but at what it contains. There may be a new flask full of old wine, and an old flask that has not even new wine in it’ (ibid. 27).”

“It would not be wrong to say that for the Jew the child was the most important person in the community.”

· Beit Sefer (בית ספר) – House/Place of the Book; reading and writing. [tallit & honey]
· Begin learning Hebrew (and other subjects like arithmetic, etc.) through the Scriptures (first on tablet, then on a scroll, then in the “book”). ~5 years old.

· Begin with Leviticus. (“Sacrifices are pure; and children are pure; let the pure be occupied with that which is pure.”
)
· Learn the Shema (שמע), tzit-tzit (ציצת), the Hallel from Psalms 113-115 (הלל), the Creation story (בריאה), etc.
· Fundamental is the Bible. The key is, memorization through massive repetition: “One who repeats his lesson a hundred times is not like him who repeats it a hundred and one times”
 Goal: Memorize all of Torah (Genesis-Deuteronomy).
· A beautiful tradition later developed in one elementary Hebrew school conducted in Eastern Europe. When a child was taken for the first time to meet his teacher and classmates, he was wrapped in a prayer shawl, like a scroll.

· Bet Talmud – House/Place of Study;
· Begin the study of the oral law, the “Mishnah” (משנה) & Talmud (תלמוד), the 613 commandments, ~10 years old.
· Continued memorization of the Bible: the rest of the Tanakh (Hebrew Scriptures).
· If you had mastered Torah, at the age of 12 you would attend your “first Passover.” (Luke 2:42)
· “At the age of twelve or thirteen a boy finished his studies at school. If he was gifted and so inclined he went on to a bet midrash to sit at the feet of teachers of the Law with other adults who studied Torah in their spare time. If the boy showed further ability and willingness he might even after some years go to one of the famous sages and stay with him for a number of years.”
 (Matthew 10:14; Luke 8:35, 10:39; Acts 22:3)

· Others would attend to the family trade as they had done through their education (pottery, masonry, fishing, farming, etc.). There is no shame in this given the elite status of rabbinical teachers and disciples.
· Bet Midrash – House/Place of Understanding/Interpretation
· Rabbis & Disciples

· The application process. Rabbis were always approached and “chosen.” (John 15:16)
· Seeking a rabbi with “authority,” or “smikha,”. Means “to lean” or “to place,” and was used to mean “selection” or “identification.” (Numbers 27:18, 23); (Matthew 7:29; Mark 1:22, 27). They were brilliant teachers of the Text, master teachers (visual aides, questions, parables, etc.).
· Rabbis lived with their disciples. (Mark 3:14)
· Disciples do not just want to know what their rabbi knows, but to become what their rabbi is! “In short, he was expected to be the kind of person whose example the pupils would wish to follow…Some laws could not be studied theoretically or merely discussed, but could only be learned by serving the teacher.”
 (Luke 6:40; 1 John 2:6)
· “Let thy house be a meeting place for the wise; cover thyself with the dust of their feet, and drink in their words with thirst.”

· A rabbi’s teaching and interpretation of the text was called his “yoke.” (Matthew 11:28-30).
· “Torah” comes from the word to mean “to teach,” “to guide,” “to aim,” “to direct,” “to instruct,” etc. (Psalm 32:8). The phrase “law” comes in the 4th century through Jerome’s translation of “Torah” into Latin (“lex”).
· The Hebrew word of master is “rabbi” (רבי), from “great.”
· The Hebrew word for disciple is “talmid.” (תלמיד), from “goad,” meaning “pupil,” “student,” “learner,” etc. (Acts 26:14)

· Jesus the Rabbi & His Disciples

· Matthew 3:13-16 (the baptism of Jesus and commissioning of His “authority”).
· Matthew 4:18-22 (the “choosing” of the disciples).
· Matthew 5-7 (the Master of Torah [5:17-20], the amazement of the crowds [7:28-29]).
· Matthew 11:28-30 (Jesus’ “yoke” and interpretation of the Torah).
· Matthew 14:22-36 (if Jesus walks on water…you of little “faith” [cf. Mark 6:48]).
· Matthew 16:13-20 (“binding” and “loosing,” the training and “authority” to interpret the text).
· Matthew 21:23-27 (the “authority” of Jesus is questioned. Notice how Jesus answers; with a question!).
· Matthew 22:34-40 (“sh’ma”).

· Matthew 28:16-20 (the “Great Commission” to “make disciples”).
· Other Scriptures for study and reference:
· Luke 14:27; John 14:9-14; Acts 26:29; Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 5:1-2; 1 John 2:6, et.al.
· Worship is Discipleship. Discipleship is Worship. Both are “all life” commitments to emulating and imitating Jesus, with all our heart, all our soul, and all our might.
· May you be covered in the dust of your rabbi!
· How passionate are you at wanting to become like Jesus? A definition of passion: “The degree of suffering one is willing to endure for the sake of the goal.”
· What kind of disciples were the early followers of Jesus?
· Do you believe that Jesus believes in you?

· What’s the difference between being a disciple, and being a customer?
“I said that not every man in holy orders has a priestly heart, nor were all who called themselves Christians disciples of Christ in the truest sense of the word. A man who visits his barber to be shaved, or who orders a suit from a tailor, is not a disciple, but a customer. So one who comes to the Savior only to be saved is the Savior’s customer not his disciple. A disciple is one who says to Christ, “How I long to do work like yours! To go from place to place taking away fear; bringing instead joy, truth, comfort and life eternal!”

“A real disciple does not seek gifts, but Christ himself, and so is ready for self sacrifice to the end.” 
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Ultimate Worship II: Sh’ma or Die
· The Greatest Commandment: Sh’ma! (שמע) – Deuteronomy 6:4-5, 11:13-21; Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:29-31.
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Shema Yisrael: Adonai Eloheynu Adonai Echad.

V’ahavta et Adonai Elohecha, b’chol l’vav’cha, uv’chol naf’sh’cha, uv’chol m’odecha. (Devarim 6:4-5)

Hear [O] Israel the LORD is our God the LORD is one. And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might! (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)
· Greater and Lesser Commandments. What are some scenarios that illustrate the “conflict of obedience?”

· “Sh’ma” means to “hear,” “listen,” “hearken,” and “obey.” It can also mean “news/report,” and “fame.”
· “The Shema” refers to this passage of Scripture. It is not a prayer. It is like a “pledge of allegiance,” public and private; a “confession of faith,” or a “creed.”

· Ishmael – God has heard. (Genesis 16:11)
· “And you shall love” appears 4 times in the Bible: Leviticus 19:18, 34; Deuteronomy 6:5, 11:1. What was Jesus teaching when he put these two together? How then can we say that we love God if we do not love our neighbor, and the stranger in our company? (1 John 3:16-18)
· “…write them on the ‘doorposts’ of your houses and on your gates.” Hebrew: “mezuzah” (מזוזה) (plural: mezuzot) [mezuzah]
· “echad” (אחד) has several meanings: 1) “one,” as in a diversity within a unity, or “one” as a single unit; 2) “alone,” as in above all others; 3) “only,” as in there are no others in existence (the confession of monotheism). (John 1:18; 1 Corinthians 8:4; Galatians 3:20; James 2:19)
· The third passage of the “Shema,” Numbers 15:37-41: The command to tie tzitzit (tassels).
· The Hebrew for “corner” is “kanaf” (כנף). Can mean “fringe,” “edge,” “wing,” and “hem.”

· The Hebrew prayer shawl is called a “tallit.” [tallit]
· The LXX
 translates “kanaf” as “kraspedon.” (κρασπεδα)
· The Aaronic Benediction: Numbers 6:22-27. [spock]
· Your “prayer closet.” (Matthew 6:6) What would a contemporary prayer closet look like?
· As Messianic identity and Prophecy: Zechariah 8:23; Malachi 4:2; (also 1 Samuel 24:1-7; Psalm 57:1).
· Did Jesus obey this commandment? Matthew 9:18-26 (Mark 5:21-34; Luke 8:40-48); Matthew 14:34-36 (Mark 6:53-56); Matthew 23:5. How many depictions of Jesus do you see with Him wearing a tallit and tassels?
· The “yoke” of Jesus in comparison to the ”yoke” of Hillel.
· On another occasion it happened that a certain heathen came before Shammai and said to him, ‘Make me a proselyte, on condition that you teach me the whole Torah while I stand on one foot.’ Thereupon he repulsed him with the builder's cubit which was in his hand. When he went before Hillel, he said to him, ‘What is hateful to you, do not to your neighbour: that is the whole Torah, while the rest is the commentary thereof; go and learn it.’
 (Matthew 7:12)
· Choose Life – Deuteronomy 30.

· You have made us for yourself, O God, and our souls are restless until they find their rest in you. – St. Augustine, Confessions.
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Culture: The Unobserved Reality
 "I don't know who discovered water, but I'm pretty sure it wasn't a fish.” – Marshall McLuhan (1911-1980)

 "If one were to offer men to choose out of all the customs in the world such as seemed to them the best, they would examine the whole number and end by preferring their own; so convinced are they that their own usages far surpass those of all others.” – Herodotus, 5th c. B.C.

· Cultural exercises:

___ What do you think about people who own their own business?

___ Is it appropriate to leave home when becoming an adult? At what age?
___ American moms want their children to grow up and be __________________.
___ How do you respond when someone does you a favor?

___ You have wireless internet. Do you password protect it? Why?

___ First question you ask someone you just met is: _______________________________.

___ Two men holding hands means what?

___ Life is, in generally, getting better.

___ How long after someone dies should someone be buried/cremated? ___________________.

___ What is the unluckiest number? __________.

___ What does “yes” mean?

___ Should you go to college right after high school?
___ Columbus was the first person to discover America? (True or False)

___ When going out to a meal with friends, who pays and how do you find out?

___ Why are there poor and homeless people in America?

Check other items you believe are characteristic to American culture:

___ hurried

___ materialistic

___ spoiled/entitled

___ apathetic towards families
· From a purely philosophical sense, “culture,” is invisible. Cultural analysis is itself a cultural entity.

· Culture is “unconsciously learned.” It is not genetic, but rather a conditioned acquisition.

· Therefore, one who is within the culture cannot tell us about their culture. “Can a fish tell you that their nose is wet?”

· What is “culture?” What defines a “culture?”

· “artifacts”: art,
 literature,
 customs, stories, language, traditions, behaviors, systems of operation… What are the artifacts of your/our culture? What stories did you hear growing up? What behaviors are right and wrong for you? What holidays do we celebrate? What questions do you ask people when building a relationship?
· ART: Norman Rockwell’s “Four Freedoms”, C.M. Coolidge’s “Dogs Playing Poker,” Grant Wood’s “American Gothic,” et.al.
· LITERATURE: Constitution (Bill of Rights), Declaration of Independence, et.al.
· CUSTOMS: Shake hands, politics and religion in casual conversation, etc.

· LANGUAGE: Lots of connecting words, medium speed, gender neutral pronouns (“it”), “fast” verbs for operations, et.al.

· TRADITIONS: Apple Pie, Football/Baseball, Thanksgiving, et.al.

· SYSTEMS OF OPERATION: “Stop in the name of the __.”
· “values”: beliefs, ethics, laws,
 shared assumptions, attitudes, codes, protocols, social etiquettes, “common sense”… What are the values of your/our culture?
· Culture is constantly evolving.

· American culture is informed by…

· “Time is Money;” and since wealth is valued, time is precious, hence, hurry.
· Protestant work ethic; hard work, direct, efficient. Hence, value, worth, “What do you do for a living?” Hence we are distinctly optimistic as we value “effort.” Who are you? What are you doing here?
· Freedom, rights, liberties – personal space, order. Hence, independence and individualism. What detriment is there to our society that we have lost the “we?”
· The “myth of progress,” as a result of our young nation. Hence, results and goals driven. Respect is gained by what you can produce. What implications does this have for the weak, the poor, the elderly, the young?
· Instinctually egalitarian as a response to equality. A disdain for stereotypes. Hence, civil liberties movements and organizations.
· “I missed the bus,” vs. “The bus left without me.”

· Personal space and proximity.

· “God is…” (Eastern vs. Western). Abstract vs. Concrete.

· The “word” through various cultures…

· Oral culture: story, relationship, community, memorization, verbal agreements. A society lives by “myth” and “metaphor.”

· Written culture: the “word” becomes an entity and abstracted in meaning. A society lives by “truth,” and “facts.”

· Electronic culture: information and ideas becomes commodified,
 truth becomes untrustworthy. A society lives by “experience,”

· EXAMPLE: Love.

· Oral: “…take your son, your only son, whom you love…” (Genesis 22:2) “For God so loved the world…” (John 3:16)

· Written: “a feeling of warm personal attachment or deep affection, as for a parent, child, or friend.”

· Electronic: “if it feels right, do it.”

· Thought exercises:

· What is proper etiquette when you operate in public?

· Who is involved when making a big decision?

· How do you get your information about the world?

· What do you believe about sacred texts?

· What are the difference between “blue states” and “red states?”

· What’s the difference between the genders?

· What do you think of when you hear the word “tradition?”

· What do we celebrate as a people?
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Devotion – “Chiseling Out Our Ears”
· The LORD gave me a tongue of learning to know how to help the weary. A word wakes me in the morning, in the morning he wakes me up an ear to hear (obey) as a learner. – Isaiah 50:4
 What keeps you from hearing and obeying God? What needs to be “chiseled” out?
· Listen/hear (obey) me, those who pursue righteousness by seeking the LORD.
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. – Isaiah 51:1-2 (NRSV) Who are you, and what are you doing here?

Biblical Worship: The Language of Worship
· A few Hebrew and Greek terms and usages

· HEBREW:

· (חוה)
 chawah (chavah). LXX=(προσκυνεω) proskuneo: to tell, explain, announce, display; to bow down and prostrate oneself, to take  stance of bowing low in an active voice of respect or honor (not necessarily worship of deity).
· Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the [donkey]. The boy and I will go up there; we will worship and we will return to you.” – Genesis 22:5. (This is also the name of “Eve” in Genesis 3:20; 4:1)
· (ברך) barak (barach): literally “knee,” meaning to kneel down; to bless and be blessed, speaking words invoking divine favor; extol, praise, thank; to greet.

· And God blessed them, saying: ‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.’ – Genesis 1:22.

· (עבד) ‘eved. LXX=(λατρυεω): to work, labor, expend considerable energy; to serve, be a slaved, indentured servant; worship, minister, give energy or devotion to God, including ceremonies; deed.

· Also (עבדה) avodah: service.

· No shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet sprung up; for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground; - Genesis 2:5

· (סגד) sagid: to worship, show reverence to deity, respect in relation to status, pay homage.

· Then a man useth it for fuel; and he taketh thereof, and warmeth himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto. – Isaiah 44:15.

·  (עתר) ‘atar: worshiper, one who does homage, honor, and adoration, regard for a deity; suppliant

· From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia shall they bring My suppliants, even the daughter of My dispersed, as Mine offering. – Zephaniah 3:10.

· (ידה) yadah: to shoot a bow, throw, hurl; express praise, extol, make a public confession of the attributes and acts of a person; give thanks.

· And she conceived again, and bore a son; and she said: 'This time will I praise the LORD.' Therefore she called his name Judah; and she left off bearing. – Genesis 29:35.

· (תודה) todah: thank offering, thanksgiving.

· If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers spread with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour soaked. – Leviticus 7:12

· (ריש) shir [also shirah (שירה)]: song, use of the voice as an instrument, musical tones, rhythms/words, music.

· “Song of Songs” is “shir ha-shirim.”
· Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spoke, saying: I will sing unto the LORD, for He is highly exalted; the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. – Exodus 15:1

· (משא) masa’: the carrying of a burden with a focus on the effort needed to transport; strong yearning and longing in one’s heart; oracle, pronouncement.

· If thou see the [donkey] of him that hateth thee lying under its burden, thou shalt forbear to pass by him; thou shalt surely release it with him. – Exodus 23:5

· (שבח) shabach: praise, commend, in a context of adoration and power, glory, and sanctity of the God.

· For Thy lovingkindness is better than life; my lips shall praise Thee. – Psalm 63:4

· (תהלה) tehilah: song of praise, adoration, thanksgiving, 

· Who is like unto Thee, O LORD, among the mighty? who is like unto Thee, glorious in holiness, [awesome] in praises, doing wonders? – Exodus 15:11

· (הלל) halal: praise, boast in, glory, express words of excellence;

· Praised, I cry, is the LORD, and I am saved from mine enemies. – 2 Samuel 22:4

· Also: hallelujah: praise to “YHWH.” (הללויה)

· (זמר) zamar: to play notes on an instrument, make music.

· “Hear, O kings; give ear, O princes;  to the Lord I will sing; I will make melody to the Lord, the God of Israel.” – Judges 5:3.

· GREEK:

· (προσκυνεω) proskuneo: to worship, bow, prostrate oneself, kneel down before in reverence; “like a dog licking his master’s hand;” subjugation.
· “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east﻿  and have come to worship him.” – Matthew 2:2.

· (σεβομαι) sebomai: worship, be devout, God-fearing; feel awe or religious awe; to honor.
· “They worship me in vain;…” – Matthew 15:9a.

· (θεοσεβης)
 theosebes: worshiper of God, a pious person.
· We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. – John 9:31. (NIV)

· (λατρυεω) latrueo: minister, serve as in religious duty.
· ““Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’ ” – Matthew 4:10.

· (δοξα) doxa: glory, dignity, honor, praise, worship. “Doxology” is the word of glory, of honor.
· Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  – Matthew 4:8.

· What are your observations regarding the words used for worship in the Bible?

· Notice the physical, concrete, and visceral nature of the language: an exaltation or lifting up of God, and a humbling or bowing down of self (people).

· IMPORTANT! Whenever doing word studies in the Scriptures there are some very important things to keep in mind. While these definitions are “true,” and “all-inclusive,” the definition of a word cannot be based on the root. Neither can you predict the meaning or relationship of words by their root.

· E.g.: “seduce” and “reduce” both come from the root “duce,” but their meanings are unrelated to English speakers.

· To say ”re” means to “do it again.” However, “reduce” does not mean to “duce it again.”

· Language dictates meaning, not analysis.

Context Is Everything
· Define “book.” [ppt. of “book.”]
· “Optical Illusions Show How We See.” [watch Beau Lotto’s talk at TED.com]
· So, if you remember anything in this next 18 minutes, remember this: that the light that falls on to your eye, sensory information, is meaningless. Because it could mean literally anything. And what’s true for sensory information is true for information generally. There is no inherent meaning in information. It’s what we do with that information that matters.
· Now, what does all this mean? What this suggests is that no one is an outside observer of nature. Okay? We are not defined by our central properties, by the bits that make us up. We’re defined by our environment and our interaction with that environment — by our ecology. And that ecology is necessarily relative, historical and empirical. So what I’d like to finish with is this over here. Because what I’ve been trying to do is really celebrate uncertainty. Because I think only through uncertainty is there potential for understanding.
· What awakens us to culture? Contrast and context. Culture is context.
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Covenant
· What is a Covenant?

· A binding agreement between two parties, often one greater, one lesser, but not always.

· A covenant is far more than an “agreement,” however. It is an intimately bonded relationship between the parties such that cannot be broken, except upon death.

· The Hebrew word “covenant” (ברית) means “to cut.”

· Noahic Covenant (Genesis 6:18 [9:9-17]): God set his “bow” (קשת) (keshet) in the sky! [bow]
· Genesis 14:13 – “allies of Abram” (lit. “lord of the covenant of Abram”). Another perspective of “covenant.”

· Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 15:18 [17:2-8]) – Lets “cut” a deal. [cow & firepot]
· Covenant of Circumcision (Genesis 17:9-14): [“Private Parts: Cybele & Circumcision.”]
· Abraham makes a covenant with Abimelech (Genesis 21:27-34)

· Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 2:24; 6:4-5; 19:5-6; 31:16; 32:15-16): 10 Commandments on “two” tablets, written on “both sides.”
· The New Covenant of (Jeremiah 31:31-34) – “ ’The time is coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.’ “ What is the “new covenant” of the New Testament? (Jeremiah 33:14-22)
·  The New Testament’s use of “wedding” language. [cup]
· A bride is “chosen.” (John 15:16)

· An agreement is made between the two families called the “bride price.” (1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:23)

· The betrothal sealed with a cup of wine to establish a “new covenant.” (Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25)

· The promise to return, to prepare a place…”In my father’s house are many rooms.” (John 14:1-7) “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32)

· The wedding and consummation, 7 day feast of celebration. (Mark 2:19-20; Luke 5:34-35)

· A friend will wait at the door and announce the wedding. (John 3:29)

·  “The woo is on.” Covenant, like marriage language, is not merely contractual or theological. It’s personal, intimate, and relationally binding.
Biblical Worship: Who Is This God? (Torah/Pentateuch)

· TORAH: Genesis – The Creator and Creation, poem and myth.

· The opening line of Genesis is 7 words and contains 28 letters in the Hebrew.

· The expression “and it was good” appears 7 times (the 7th time being “very good” – 1:31)

· Forming and Filling (tohu va’vohu – תהו ובהו). Day 1/4, 2/5, 3/6. NOT ex nihilo.
· Spirit of God “hovering” over the face of the waters. “Shake & Bake.”
· “Words Create Worlds.” God speaks 10 times.

· What is a “myth?” “A traditional story accepted as history; serves to explain the world view of a people”
 “A traditional story which embodies a belief regarding some fact or phenomenon of experience, and in which often the forces of nature and of the soul are personified; a sacred narrative regarding a god, a hero, the origin of the world or of a people, etc.”
 Is the Genesis creation account a “myth?” If so, what can we learn from this writing?
· “Making Genesis read like history or science is like using a Boeing 747 as a paperweight.” – Rabbi Judah Dardik

· “Most people are so used to this account that they scarcely see the powerful assertion underlying it: our world is fundamentally God’s world—everything in it, including ourselves, was made by Him. To say this is more than to report on the origin of things: it is to set out a whole way of perceiving.”

· ADAM was charged with serving/working and guarding the garden. (2:15)
· ADAM was charged with naming the animals. (2:19)
· ADAM was given a “helping counterpart.” (2:20-23)
· BIG THEME: CREATION.
· TORAH: Exodus – the purpose of “freedom” is worship, i.e. to “serve.” (Exodus 5:1, 7:16, 7:26, 9:1, 9:13)

· Exodus 5:1, 3: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival (חגג)to me in the desert.’…The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Now let us take a three-day journey into the desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, or he may strike us with plagues or with the sword.

· Exodus 6:6-7: Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out (והצאתי) from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free (והצלתי) you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem (וגאלתי) you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take (ולקחתי) you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.’

· Exodus 7:16, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my people go, so that they may worship (ויעבדני) me in the desert.’

· Exodus 8:1, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: Let my people go, so that they may worship (ויעבדני) me.’

· Exodus 8:20, ‘This is what the LORD says: Let my people go, so that they may worship (ויעבדני)  me.’

· Exodus 9:1, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go, so that they may worship (ויעבדני) me.”’

· Exodus 9:13, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews says: Let my people go, so that they may worship (ויעבדני) me.’

· Exodus 9:16, But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.

· Exodus 10:3, This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my people go, so that they may worship (ויעבדני) me.

· Exodus 10:7-8, Pharaoh’s officials said to him, “How long will this man be a snare to us? Let the people go, so that they may worship (ויעבדו) the LORD their God.  Do you not yet realize that Egypt is ruined?  Then Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. “Go worship (עבדו) the LORD your God,” he said.

· Exodus 10:11, Pharaoh said, “The LORD be with you—if I let you go, along with your women and children! Clearly you are bent on evil. No! Have only the men go; and worship (עבדו) the LORD, since that’s what you have been asking for.”

· Exodus 10:24-26, Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go, worship (עבדו) the LORD. Even your women and children may go with you; only leave your flocks and herds behind. But Moses said, “You must allow us to have sacrifices and burnt offerings to present to the LORD our God. Our livestock too must go with us; not a hoof is to be left behind. We have to use some of them worship (לעבד) the LORD our God, and until we get there we will not know what we are to use worship (נעבד)the LORD.”

· Exodus 14:4, But I will gain glory (אכבדה) for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.” What is a main driving point of the Exodus?
· 17 times is “serve/worship” mentioned in the exchange between Moses/Aaron and Pharaoh.

· The ten plagues, an attack on the gods of Egypt. “
· Nile turned to blood: Hapi, Egyptian god of the Nile. (the Nile was also the bloodstream of Osiris, the god of the underworld).

· Frogs: Heket, Egyptian goddess of fertility, water, renewal.

· Gnats: Geb, Egyptian god of the dust of the earth.

· Flies: Khepri (?), Egyptian god of creation, movement of the sun, rebirth. Amun-Ra, the sun god.

· Plague on the Cattle: Hathor, Egyptian goddess of love and protection, often depicted with a cow’s head.

· Boils: Isis (?), Egyptian goddess of medicine and peace, Imhotep (?), god of medicine.

· Hail: Nut, goddess of the sky.

· Locusts: Seth (?), Egyptian god of storms and disorder, Nepri (?), god of grain.

· Darkness: Ra, Egyptian god of the sun.

· Death of firstborn: Pharaoh.

· The ten words, evidence of a relationship.
· TORAH: Leviticus – Offerings, Holiness, Purity, and Parties

· The Lord called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting. He said, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When any of you brings an offering (קרבן [corban]) to the Lord, bring as your offering an animal from either the herd or the flock. – Leviticus 1:1-2. (Mark 7:12)
· The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy. – Leviticus 19:1-2
· The seven feasts of Leviticus 23… Why does God give us these festivals? What’s the purpose? What does this tell us about humanity? What other cultures and practices are there that are similar?
· Passover: Commemorates the Exodus, and the sacrifice of the lamb. | Jesus is betrayed and crucified. (Luke 22:7, 66, 23:33, 44,
) 
· Unleavened Bread: Commemorating God bringing forth bread for the earth. | Jesus is buried “into the earth” (Matthew 27:57-61). What “bread” has God brought forth for you? Your church? Your family?
·  First Fruits: Commemorating the harvest of God’s provision. | Jesus is resurrected. (John 20:1-2; 1 Corinthians 15:20-23). Do we give God our first, or our leftovers? What significance does “first” fruits have for worship?
·  Shavuot (weeks): Commemorating the giving of the Torah to Moses (Exodus 19:16-19, 31:18, 32:15-16, 32:28) | The Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2). What do you think is happening here?
· Rosh HaShanah: Commemorating the New Year; also known as the “blowing of the trumpets.” | The “Second Coming” of Jesus announced with a trumpet (1 Corinthians 15:51-52).
· Yom Kippur: Commemorating the Day of Atonement,
 preceded by the Ten Days of Awe,
 culminating in the judgment of the people | Jesus is our atonement sacrifice, and the coming judgment (John 19:15
; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 3:21-26). How often do we pause and reflect on our sin? What implications could this kind of reflection have for a community? What are the perceptions of “judgment?”
·  Sukkot: The feast of “booths” or “tabernacles” commemorating the Hebrews’ time in the desert wanderings. | Jesus “tabernacled” among us and the end brings heaven and earth together where God’s “dwelling” is with people. (John 1:14; Revelation 21:1-4) Where and what is Heaven?
· TORAH: Numbers – Blessings “in the desert.”

· 9:15-23 | Did the Israelites “wander,” or were they “led?”

· Shepherding in Israel is always done by “leading.”

· 13, 14 | Caleb: “We should go.” Israel: “We should have died.” (14:10, if you desire leadership, you will get stones thrown at you!)

· 15:37-41 | Make “tassels” (tzitzit), “so you will remember all the commands of the LORD, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.” [tallit]
· TORAH: Deuteronomy – a divine contract/treaty.

· 1. Form – Set by superior party

· 2. Preamble – Identification of the parties (1:1-5).
· 3. Historical Prologue – History of the parties recited to prove the right of the superior party (1:6-4:43).
· 4. Requirements – The terms of agreement (4:44-26:19.)
· 5. Blessings & Curses – Specific rewards and penalties (27-30).

· Choose life. The other option is death.
· 6. Summary Documents – Easily read representing the relationship between the two parties (31:9-13).
· 7. Storing Documents – Each party keeping their copy in a sacred place (31:24-29).

· TORAH SUMMARY

· Creation; that through divine action, will, voice, and presence, order comes from chaos, purpose comes from the void, and ADAM (humanity) is in partnership with God through it all.

· Sin; that not all goes as planned, hence slavery, injustice, outcries, selfishness, greed, murder, the sacrifice of children, and all that, just with Israel.

· Redemption; that throughout each faltering step of humans, God steps in and rescues and ultimately points to himself as the burden bearer of the ultimate sin, the ultimate punishment for all “fallen-shortness.”

· Covenant; that because of God’s everlasting love (חסד) the entire creation is in a meaningful, intimate, personal, life-giving relationship with the one true God, and that we have the expressed privilege of choosing life, and life to the full through binding ourselves to YHWH.
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Biblical Worship: Who Is This God? (Prophets & Writings)
· WRITINGS: Joshua – “Be strong and courageous…” (1:9) “The people said to Joshua, ‘The LORD our God we will serve (נעבד), and him we will obey (נשמע).’ So Joshua made a covenant (ברית) with the people that day, and made statues (חק) and ordinances (משפט) for them at Shechem.” (24:24)
· WRITINGS: Judges – “Again, the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD.”

· Samson & Delilah [sunlight & nightness]. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5) “And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.” (John 3:19)

· WRITINGS: 1&2 Samuel – The Ark of the Covenant and Six Steps.

· 1 Samuel 6 | “What shall we do with the ark of the LORD?”

· “tumors,” in hebrew is “ophalim” (עפלים) meaning “rise,” or “high.”

· 2 Samuel 6 | “six steps”
· WRITINGS: 1&2 Kings – 18:39 | “The LORD, He is God” (2x!)

· When “one” become “two.”

· WRITINGS: Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs – the Poets, the Pedagogy, the Primal, and the Passion.

· WRITINGS: Ruth – your people shall be my people; your God my God.

· WRITINGS: Lamentations – A lament without despair.

· 5:21 | Take us back, O LORD, to Yourself, And let us come back; Renew our days as of old! (JPS)

· A “lament” is an outcry of pain and confusion…but is not without hope.

· “Despair” is utter hopelessness, anguish, the absence of security.

· WRITINGS: Ecclesiastes – Qohelet, the “teacher.”

· 12:9-14 | “…here is the conclusion of the matter…”

· WRITINGS: Esther – Things are not always as they seem.

· Purim (lots): Commemorating the time when the Jews were saved from extermination in Persia.

· WRITINGS: Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, 1&2 Chronicles – History in the making.
· # of hits for “righteousness” (צדקה): Jeremiah: 8; Proverbs: 18; Ezekiel: 20; Psalms: 34; Isaiah: 36.
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· # of hits for “justice” (משפט): Jeremiah: 32; Deuteronomy: 37; Isaiah: 42; Ezekiel: 42; Psalms: 65.
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· PROPHETS: Isaiah – Children of Justice and Righteousness.

· 5:1-6 | God’s Vineyard. (Mt. Carmel and the prophets of Baal, 1 Kings 18:16-46)

· 5:7 | “And He hoped for justice, but behold, injustice (bloodshed); For righteousness (equity), but behold cries of distress (iniquity).

· 9:1-7 | “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light…”

· 11:1-10 | “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.” Hebrew: “netzer,” (נצר) from where we get “Nazareth,” and “Nazarene.” (Matthew 2:23)

· 26:8 | Yes, Lord…

· PROPHETS: Jeremiah – God’s divorce and punishment.

· 3:6-13 | “I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries.” (Matthew 19:1-11)

· 16:14-21 | “I will send for many fishermen…” (Matthew 4:18-20; Mark 1:16-18)

· 17:1-18 | “Those who turn away from you will be written in the dust because they have forsaken the LORD the spring of living water.” (John 8:1-11)

· 25:15-29 | “Take from my hand this cup filled with the wine of my wrath and make all the nations to whom I send you drink it.” (Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:35-36; Luke 22:39-44)

· PROPHETS: Ezekiel – Shepherds of God’s flock.

· 34:11, 16 | “I will search for the lost and bring back the strays” (Luke 19:1-10)

· PROPHETS: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah – “The prophet’s task is to convey a divine view, yet as a person he is a point of view.”
 “Understanding prophecy is an understanding of an understanding rather than an understanding of knowledge; it is exegesis of exegesis.”
 “The prophet is a man who feels fiercely. God has thrust a burden upon his soul, and he is bowed and stunned at man’s fierce greed. Frightful is the agony of man; no human voice can convey its full terror. Prophecy is the voice that God has lent to the silent agony, a voice to the plundered poor, to the profaned riches of the world. It is a form of living, a crossing point of God and man. God is raging in the prophet’s words.”

· PROPHETS: Malachi (1:6-14) and Sacrilege
· “Sacrilege is taking something that belongs to God and using it profanely. It is also giving something to God that means nothing to you.”

· Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French, from Latin sacrilegium, from sacrilegus one who steals sacred things, from sacr-, sacer + legere to gather, steal—1 : a technical and not necessarily intrinsically outrageous violation (as improper reception of a sacrament ) of what is sacred because consecrated to God. 2 : gross irreverence toward a hallowed person, place, or thing
· What is communicated about the God whom we worship, whom we cherish with our lives, whom we adore and are thankful to for giving us life and breath and everything else…what does it say about Him, when we do not give Him our all, our best, our everything? What does it say about our hearts? What does that communicate to the world about our God?
· Value is connected to cost. The more you’re willing to pay is proportionate to the more you value the object of affection; the greater the sacrifice, the greater the worth. How have you exemplified value/worth in your life?

· So then, What is the true cost of true worship? John 3:16.

· POINT: God never requires of you what He did not first require of Himself.
· PROPHETS & WRITINGS SUMMARY

· Times Change; that the creation/covenant/redemption themes of Torah’s foundational stories now emerge on the scene in real life political, agricultural, theological and cultural milieus. Various empires, surrounding peoples, transforming civilizations all come to bear on the story that God is writing through His people Israel.

· Specific Stories; that these writings do not tell all of history, but all the history necessary to communicate God’s working with His chosen people.

· Israel’s Hope From Exile; that the people of Israel, through their captivity and exile, begin receiving revelation about a new kind of life that is to come through a Messiah—an anointed one—that will bring God’s rule and reign on earth. This “descendant of Abraham,” “prophet,” “shoot of Jesse,” “son of David,” and “anointed one” will “rise with healing in His wings” and will “set the captives free.”
· Main Themes: justice, righteousness, lovingkindness (חסד), hope, redemption…
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Biblical Worship: Who Is This God? (New Testament)

· GOSPELS: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John – Come, follow me.

· Matthew 28:17 – “…some doubted.”

· Mark 16:8 – “They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.”

· Luke 24:27, 44 – “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. … He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.’ “

· John 14:12; 20:30-31 – “ ‘I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.’ … Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (21:25)
· HISTORY: Acts 17:23 – Paul at the Areopagus.

· Areopagus is “Mars Hill,” a meeting place of the minds. [ppt.]
· Paul quotes from their own “poets.”
 What implications does this have for our theology and philosophy of “worship?”
· EPISTLES: Romans 12 – “sacrifice” and the “price” of worship.
· EPISTLES: 1&2 Corinthians – worship, love, body and gifts, resurrection, jars of clay, …

· EPISTLES: Galatians 1:6-9– No other gospel. αναθεμα (cursed)
· EPISTLES: Ephesians 2:8-10 – “…do good works…”

· EPISTLES: Philippians 2:5-11 – “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”

· EPISTLES: Colossians 1:15-20 – “He is the image of the invisible God…”

· EPISTLES: 1&2 Thessalonians, - 

· EPISTLES: 1&2 Timothy, & Titus, - Ephesus, Artemis, Greek culture, and proper church…

· EPISTLES: Hebrews, - Jewish interpretations

· EPISTLES: Philemon, - A new thing is happening to the culture

· EPISTLES: James, - A Jewish Gospel

· EPISTLES: 1&2 Peter, - A Disciple’s discipling (shepherding)

· EPISTLES: 1,2,&3 John, - The beloved loves to love and be loved…

· EPISTLES: Jude, 

· APOCALYPSE: Revelation
· 4-5 – The Continuing Worship, Now & Then.

· 21-22 – The New Heavens and the New Earth (Genesis 1-2)

· “Life after life after death.”

	Genesis
	Revelation

	Tree of Life
	Tree of Life

	Begins in a Garden
	Ends in a City

	Heavens and the Earth
	A New Heavens and a New Earth

	River
	River

	Tower of Babel
	Leaves of the Trees are for the Healing of the Nations

	Fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
	12 kinds of fruit, producing fruit each month

	3 curses
	Nothing accursed will be found there any more

	Guard and Serve
	God’s servants will worship Him

	Separated Day from Night
	No more night


The Whole Story – Reading The Bible On Its Own Terms
· A few unifying threads from Genesis through Revelation:
· Creation & Garden

· Rescue & Resurrection

· Lovingkindness & Grace

· Justice & Mercy

· A few lenses through which to view the story:
· God as the central character

· History & culture as the backdrop
Redemptive Movement Hermeneutic
· William Webb, Slaves, Women & Homosexuals, and “The Redemptive Movement Hermeneutic.”
· The Hermeneutics of Cultural Analysis – Which of these instructions from Scripture are still in force for us today exactly as they are articulated “on the page”? If you think an instruction is still in force for us completely as stated, please place a check mark (() before those words. If you think an instruction is still in force only in part or in a modified fashion through its underlying principle, kindly place an x mark (X) in the blank. Have fun. Consider your answer to be a preliminary guess, not something set in stone. Simply go with your best hunch.

___ “God…said to them [Adam and Eve], ‘Be fruitful and increase in number’” (Gen 1:28).

___ “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deut 6:5).

___ “When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce…you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow” (Deut 26:12).

___ “Greet one another with a holy kiss” (1 Cor 16:20).

___ “Women should remain silent in the churches” (1 Cor 14:34).

___ “Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses” (1 Tim 5:23).

___ “Set apart for the LORD…every firstborn male of your herds and flocks” (Deut 15:19).

___ “If a man happens to meet a virgin who is not pledged to be married and rapes her and they are discovered, he shall pay the girl’s father fifty shekels of silver.  He must marry the girl, for he has violated her.  He can never divorce her as long as he lives” (Deut 22:28-29).

___ “Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of her monthly period” (Lev 18:19).

___ “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman” (Lev 18:22)

___ “Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it” (Lev. 18:23)

___ “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19).

___ “Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture” (1 Tim 4:13).

___ “Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material” (Lev 19:19).

___ “Be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure” (2 Pet 1:10).

___ “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man” (Gen 9:6)

___ “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet” (Jn 13:14).

___ “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans.  Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel” (Mt 10:5-6)

___ “Heal the sick, raise the dead, … drive out demons” (Mt 10:8)

___ “Sell your possessions and give to the poor” (Lk 12:33).

___ “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.  On it you shall not do any work” (Ex 20:9-10).

___ “A woman … should cover her head.  A man ought not to cover his head” (1 Cor 11:6-7).

___ “If a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him” (1 Cor 11:14)

___ “Are you unmarried? Do not look for a wife” (1 Cor 7:27).

___ “Every male among you shall be circumcised” (Gen 17:10).

___ “Punish him [your child] with the rod and save his soul from death” (Prov 23:14)

___ “Do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you” (Mt 5:42).

___ “Bless those who persecute you … If your enemy is hungry, feed him” (Rom 12:14, 20).

___ “Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who are in anguish; let them drink and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more” (Prov 31:6-7)

___ “Do not … put tattoo marks on yourselves” (Lev 19:28)

___ “Praise God with tambourine and dancing … praise him with the clash of cymbals” (Ps 150:4-5)

___ “Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly” (Lev 19:32)

___ “You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality” (Acts 15:29).

___ “Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh” (1 Pet 2:18).

___ “A woman must not wear men’s clothing, nor a man wear women’s clothing” (Deut 22:5).

___ “If a man’s wife goes astray and is unfaithful to him … the priest shall take some holy water in a clay jar and put some dust from the tabernacle floor into the water … He is to have the woman drink the water” (Num 5:12, 17, 26).

___ “I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer … I also want women to dress modestly … not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes” (1 Tim 2:8-9).

___ “Do not take interest of any kind from your countryman” (Lev 25:36).

___ “Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord” (Jas 5:14).
· Example: Captive women in Deuteronomy 21:10-14
· Example: Divorce in Matthew 19:1-9
· An example of how the redemption story is woven into the fabric of our existence: www.heavenlysword.com
· An example of how a cultural medium is utilizing redemptive movement: American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang (http://www.firstsecondbooks.com/abc.html).

· An example of Christians in a cultural medium: Sixpence None The Richer, Amy Grant, etc.

· What are some other examples of the Redemptive Movement Hermeneutic in culture? What implications does this have for your theology, philosophy, and methodology of worship?
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Webb, William J. Slaves, Women & Homosexuals: Exploring the Hermeneutics of Cultural Analysis. (InterVarsity Press, 1999). 300 pages.

Culture Clash: Hellenism & the Hebrews
· Read Appendix B. Hellenism and the Jews, an excerpt by Will Durant.
· Alexander the Great was born July 20/21 356 A.D., the same day the Temple of Artemis in Ephesus was destroyed by Herostratus. (BTW, Alexander the Great’s father was King of Macedon, named Philip, and founded a city after himself named “Phillipi,”) [coin]
· Having therefore looked around it on all sides, and having contemplated itself and its own faculties, it ventured to utter the same boast that Alexander the king of the Macedonians did, for they say that he, when he determined to lay claim to the supreme dominion over Europe and Asia, stood in a suitable place, and looking around him upon every thing, said, "All things on this side and all things on that side are mine," displaying thus the emptiness of soul truly childish and infantine and foolish, and not at all royal. (64) But the mind, having first laid a claim to the faculties of the outward sense, and by means of them having conceived every idea of bodily substance, became filled with unreasonable pride and was puffed up, so as to think everything in the world its own property, and that nothing at all belonged to any one else. “

· In addition to great military savvy, Alexander “seduces” the cultures around him by building Temples, Theatres, Gymnasiums, and Arenas. This is the equivalent to our contemporary “religion,” “art,” “school,” and “sports.” [slides]
· Temples were often dedicated to gods and goddesses, and later became dedicated to Emperors.

· Theatres would have no backdrop, for they played out the drama of your life on stage. Actors were called “hypocrites.” (Jesus is the only rabbi in history to use the phrase “hypocrites”)

· Gymnasiums were places of nakedness (gymnos means naked), and would be places of mixed gender, becoming educated together and be a place for building the body.

· Arenas were the center of games and entertainment.
· These were established in cities called “polis” (pl. “polloi”). They also included public bathrooms, public baths, agoras, colonnaded streets and plazas…etc.
· The Jews and Epispasm. (1 Corinthians 7:18)
· The rise of the Hasidim, Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and Zealots.
· Alexander dies in 323 B.C. at the age of 32.
· He wills his “empire” to three commanders: Antigonus in Greece and Macedonia, Ptolemy in Egypt, and Seleucus in Syria and Asia Minor.
· Antiochus Epiphanes IV, Seleucid king and the desecration of the altar. Statue of Zeus, sacrifice of a pig, the outlawing of everything Jewish.
· Have you ever heard the following?
· “our culture is killing our kids…”
· “we live in a culture today…”
Postmodernism I: a brief history of [Western] civilization

· A brief history of the world and its significant cultural influences:

· Prehistoric – before history was recorded.

· ~6000-8000 B.C. (Tarsus or Jericho)

· Biblical narrative: Chaos, Creation, Eden, Eve
· Ancient – early history of the world before 476 A.D. (C.E.)

· NEW FIND: Tel Qeiyafa (Shaarim). Earliest Hebrew writing found, dating to the 10th century. [ostracon]
· Julius Caesar & adopted son Octavian-“Augustus” 27 B.C. (B.C.E.) – A.D. 14

· Constantine, Nicene Creed, St. Augustine. Christianity as mystical (having a spiritual meaning or reality that is neither apparent to the senses nor obvious to the intelligence).

· Learning was not cognitive, but rather through practice.

· Everyone lived with a mystical presence, a divine understanding (1/3rd of this is not true…)
· Medieval – the period of European history between ancient and modern times, 476 (500) – ~1450 (1500s) A.D. (C.E.)

· The prioritization of mysticism. Faith first, then skepticism; faith before doubt

· Plagues were treated as spiritual problems.

· Therefore the church became the authority of civilization.

· The practical problem and the crisis of faith. (1/3rd of the population was wiped out of Europe during the Black Plague).

· Modern – 1500s to present.

· 1452, Gutenberg develops the Printing Press (actually invented by the Chinese, but Gutenberg manufactures the “movable type,”). Ideas begin to change: fluid to static.

· 1517, Martin Luther and sola scriptura, sola fide. A shift in epistemology no longer depended upon the church and its traditions, but a dependence upon faith and Scripture. The German Bible becomes the object of study. Available to the learned, academicians, rich.

· Emergence of Lexio Divina. Low literacy, ask God to illuminate. Lexio Divine moved out of the way when the press came along.

· 1543, Copernicus and a Helio-centric view of the universe. “πλανετης” = “wanderers” (planets).

· 1564, Galileo and his confirmation of Copernicus’ ideas

· 1588, The Spanish Armada

· 1611, KJV version is birthed

· 1614, the word “nonsense” is introduced into the vocabulary.

· 1644 Descartes Principles Cogito ergo Sum “I think therefore I am.” The process of doubting becomes much more prevalent.  The one thing that I can’t doubt is the fact that I doubt.  We started as faith as our primary understanding and now move to skepticism when faith fails.  Descartes suggest we move from faith to doubt.  What do you now validate?  We are moving from a faith oriented world to an empirical world.
· In the modern period things move to an empirical understanding.  Man now becomes the author.  The enlightenment project starts.  We desire to remove all mystery and faith.  Let’s explain everything away.  The father of modern psychology was also Descartes stating that “human behavior is as predictable as geometry.”  The goal?  ULTIMATE PREDICTABILITY.  We want to figure everything out.

· (Side note: That goal helped society a lot.  If that didn’t exist then we’d still have the plagues.  This produced a great benefit to our lives.  It also became a great curse.  Christianity and faith is no exception.  As truth becomes static, it becomes objectified, and people who don’t agree are irrational.  TAKE NOTE OF THIS!  That is to say, as we begin to have greater understanding of what is, those who hold to faith and mysticism (namely the church) are irrational people and should not be listened to.)

· 1842-1910 James – The Science of Religion.  Following suit.

· “God is dead, and we have killed him.” Neitzche (1844-1900)

· THE ENLIGHTENMENT MOVEMENT HAS SUCCEEDED…WE’VE REMOVED THE NEED FOR GOD. 

· 1908-1970 Maslow – Hierarchy of Needs man attempts to explain his behavior and human motivation.

· Radical Individualism (Consumerism).  Truth is no longer a process. Faith was once categorized by what was true and truth was then a process.  You grew in your understanding of faith thereby growing in your process of truth.  Truth, however, has now become radically individualized to meet your personal needs. The object of truth becomes yourself; your logic, your reasoning and your understanding.  The conclusion?  “I don’t need you.” In a capitalist government, that produces consumerism.  That means we want to get our needs met.
· A cursory timeline of history

· “I believe we are in the most significant transition in the past 500 years.  The other was the medieval to the modern world.  We’re now in the modern to the postmodern transition.” – Brad Cecil
· Postmodern – ~1980s at the birthing of the computer to ?

· For years literary art was a key element in communication and objective understanding.  That’s why stained glass, icons, church buildings, etc. were so prevalent.  They communicated the gospel in a world where most people were illiterate.  That all changes in the age of enlightenment and now, the age of technology.

· HyperText/Internet – transforms communication.  Watch what happens.  There is no longer any need for anyone to validate your ideas, and these ideas can be distributed to the world in a second.  We use to assume that if it was on paper it was true because the printed word was so highly esteemed and elevated.  Now we don’t care because anyone can espouse anything, at any time, for any reason.

· Foucault – The Discourse on Language.  Language is seen as a poor communication of reality.  Language is a poor cultural construct.  There are not enough words to articulate your thoughts, and your vocabulary isn’t extensive enough anyway, and besides, all those words are culturally constructed.  The only reason why you believe a word to mean something is because you’ve been taught from the beginning and in a certain cultural context that that word has that particular definition.

· Derrida - Deconstruction.  Now we critique understandings and observations.

· Rorty – Objectivity, Relativism and Truth.  There is no such thing as objective truth.  Meta-narrative…etc.

· POP CULTURE – Culture, The Sixth Sense, Dogma, Touched by An Angel, Mysterious Ways, Conversations with God, The Celestine Prophecy, Oprah, Garth Brooks…  Now it’s no longer in the classroom it’s in popular culture.  Is this fiction or reality?

· Thesis – Ancient and medieval worldview

· Antithesis – Modern worldview

· Synthesis – Postmodern worldview
· The Postmodern Turn. Some thoughts…

· Horse-less carriage. In 1910, what would you buy? A horse and buggy or a Model-T? Why it is called “post-modernism.”

· Major Revolutions in humanity: Agrarian, Industrial (1750s), Technological (1980s), Information (1990s)

· Globalization 3.0. – The World Is Flat.

· Geography is more important than generation.

· The “S.P.I.T.” or “T.I.P.S.” crises

· The crisis of Science; what it can/cannot tell us (medicine, quantum mechanics, cosmology, biology, etc.)

· The crisis of Philosophy; how we think (deconstructionism, subjectivism, the metanarrative, epistemology, etc.)

· The crisis of Industry; how we relate (economics, e-commerce, world markets, etc.)

· The crisis of Technology; the tools we use (transportation, communication, the steam engine, the “horseless carriage,” the Wright brothers, radio, internet, media, etc.)
· The pace and concentration of change

· 2963 Compressing The Ages: “As a graphic presentation of the increasing rate at which changes in industry are occurring, J. Lewis Powell compressed the (alleged) 50,000 years of mankind’s recorded history into 50 years, and on this basis developed the following chronology: 1) ten years ago man left his cave for some other kind of dwelling; 2) five years ago writing was invented; 3) two years ago Christianity appeared; 4) fifteen months ago Gutenberg developed the printing press; 5) ten days ago electricity was discovered; 6) yesterday morning the airplane was invented; 7) last night, radio; 8) this morning, television; 9) the jet airplane was invented less than a minute ago.”
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Durant, Will, The Story of Civilization (vol.1-12): 1. Our Oriental Heritage, 2. The Life of Greece, 3. Caesar and Christ, 4. The Age of Faith, 5. The Renaissance, 6. The Reformation, 7. The Age of Reason Begins, 8. The Age of Louix XIV, 9. The Age of Voltaire, 10. Rousseau and Revolution, 11. The Age of Napoleon.

Friedman, Thomas. The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. (Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2005). 496 pages.

Grenz, Stanley. A Primer on Postmodernism. (Eerdmans, 1996). 199 pages.

Tarnas, Richard. The Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding the Ideas That Have Shaped Our Worldview. (Ballantine Books, 1993). 560 pages.

Postmodernism II: The Cultural Effects

· Epistemology – The discussion of What is “truth”? (Amusement, Reality TV, “news,” “instant experts,”
 etc.) 1) the study or theory of the nature, sources, and limits of knowledge. From “to cause to stand.”
· A questioning of truth, a questioning of God. And, not so much in the “ontology” of God, but a major questioning of how we can actually know about him.

· What is a metanarrative?

· Subjective vs. Objective reasoning. “The Space Between…”

· Public vs. Private knowing.
· The Postmodern Umbrella. So much more than a questioning of truth.
· Transportation and travel: early 1800s, steam engine invented, 1886, the first car, 1903, Wright brothers, 1969, Neil Armstrong to walk on the moon.

· Medicine: 1895 x-rays accidentally discovered, 1920, vaccinations. Life expectancy in 1901: 47; 2000: 77. Antibiotics (Alexander Fleming, 1928, discovery of penicillin), insulin, vaccinations, MRI’s, cellular & molecular biology, 1990s, stem cells, regenerative medicine, 2003, mapping of human genome, 2010?, reversal of “death gene?”

· Science: Pumba & Timon, 1543, Copernicus “Helio-Centric” view, 1925, Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein, Werner Heisenberg & the Theory of Indeterminacy. 1925 Scopes trial, the “trial of the century.”

· Politics & War: rules of war, Geneva Conventions, war on terror, remote war.

· Economics: global economy. Google’s spam filters predicting market values. Consumerism, and the Free Market Society, 78% of all students, high school and younger now own credit cards. TOTAL PUBLIC DEBT: $3,266,222,376,162.12 (November 2005)
· Philosophy/Truth: how we think, how we are wired, how we view reality, what we believe and what we know. “Knowing God” to “Experiencing God.”

· Communication: Cunieform, hand written, printing press [Newspapers (The Eagle of Norwich, January 1890, which measured just 4 1/2 by 5 1/2 inches, is one of the old newspapers the Connecticut state library is trying to identify and preserve)] internet, virtual publications.
· Epistemology (truth): absolute, objective, subjective, relativistic. And the issue of trust. Time Magazine’s “How Reality TV Fakes It.” “You cannot reason your way to the truth, you have to love your way there” – Blaise Pascal.
· Flickering Pixels – Shane Hipps.

· Ethics: “If it is right for you, then it must be right.”

· All interconnected, interrelated, all attached to a center post of reality, of humanity.

· Postmodernity is an entire cultural phenomenon and is very multifaceted.

· Postmodern Pilgrims by Leonard Sweet:

· Experiential

· Participatory

· Image-Driven

· Connected

· The “love bug” and the “millennium bug.” (2000)
Malcolm Gladwell’s story of affecting the market share and thousands’ of people’s money.
	Adapted from McLaren, 2001
	World-Changing Events around 1500
	World Changing Events around 2000

	New Communication Technology
	Gutenburg’s Printing Press (1452)
	Radio (developed in 1879, first public radio broadcast was in 1922, Pittsburg PA), television (early 1900s), computer (1950s), internet (1969)

	New Scientific Worldview
	Copernicus
	Post-Einsteinian theories & Heisenburg’s theory

	New Intellectual elite
	Galileo, Newton, Bacon the birth of modern science
	Postmodern philosophy, relativism, pluralism…you

	New Transportation Technologies
	Sailing Ship
	Air travel, making international borders trivial; intensifies interaction of world cultures

	New Economic Systems
	Capitalism replaces feudalism
	Global economy and e-commerce

	New Military Technology
	Modern guns, infantry, rises of modern nation-state
	Nuclear threat, terrorism, cybercrime

	New Perspectives of Authority
	Protestant Reformation, Counter-Reformation
	Secularism, Materialism, Urbanism, Fundamentalism

	
	
	

	FROM JEFF WALLING:
	MODERN
	POSTMODERN

	New Epistemological Philosophies
	Truth comes from reason.  Proof is in the Progress
	Truth comes from experience. Proof is in harmony or community or tolerance

	New Power Philosophies
	Triumph comes from Technology
	Triumph comes from Transcendence

	New ways of knowing
	Information
	Experience

	
	Absolutes
	Variables

	
	Answers
	Perspectives

	
	Debate
	Dialogue

	
	One Truth
	Your Truth

	
	Right/Wrong
	Synthesized worldviews


· The Experience Economy – Commodity to Good to Service to Experience
· Birthday cake analogy (1800s, 1939, Albertson’s/Safeway | 1962, Betty Crocker | 1970s Albertson’s bakery | 1977 Chuck E. Cheese)
· Price of coffee (commodity: $0.20. | good: $0.70 | service: $0.95 | experience: $5.00!?)
· The industrial economy, to the service economy, to the information economy, to the experience economy.
· The experience economy moves people away from the responsibility of their own experience to the responsibilities of others to provide an experience for them. It’s an outsourcing of personal happiness.

· We no longer pay for goods and services that are rendered. We pay for experiences.

· Subtitle: “Work is theatre and every business a stage.”

· The Law of diminishing returns. What happens when “experience” (phenomenology) is commodified?

· What implications does this have on the “service” you provide as a pastor/worship leader?

· The Paradox of Choice – Free Market Capitalism, Consumerism, and the prevalence of options.
· (give the students a gift, all the same.  Talk about their feelings, their emotions, their reactions, etc.  Then give students a second gift, this time with multiple choices, with varying positives and negatives, and then talk about their feelings) Write them on the board with the following questions:
· How much time did it take for you to make your choice?
· If the choice was bad, who was responsible? You, or the supplier?
· How satisfied are you with the choice?
· How much do you share in common with your fellow community members?
· The Community Economy – In light of experience and choice, what happens to our sense of community?
· Generation gaps widen. For the first time in history, the younger generations have what the older generations don’t, and depend upon.
· Illustrations of television channels and the proliferation of personal media.
· The Church of Facebook – Jesse Rice

· Forms of community are not just changing, but also the quality and kind of community that is changing.

· What is the difference between “need-based community” and “community for a purpose?”

· Is community intentional or a byproduct? Is there such a thing as centralized system of communication?
· How do life events inform or change the idea of community? (babies, anniversaries, deaths, marriage, etc.)
· The science of music “The Song Decoders” NYTimes.com article on Pandora.com and the Genome project.

· Postmodern Pendulum – So, within the context of the shifting and changing cultures, there is a “pendulum” that is swinging in each of these categories.
· The Great Emergence – Phyllis Tickle

· About every 500 years, culture goes through a major revolution (~500 fall of Roman Empire, Constantinte, ~1100 the Great Schism of the Church, around ~1500 the Reformation, and around ~2000, postmodernity)

· In each of those transitions, we see a consistent pattern of behavior.

· In each of those transitions, there is always bloodshed.
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Frontline, The Persuaders. (PBS [image: image63.png]


, 2004). http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/persuaders/view/.

Levitt, Steven, and Stephen Dubner. Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything. (HarperCollins, 2005, 2006). 320 pages.

Pine, Joseph B. II, and James H. Gilmore. The Experience Economy: Work Is Theatre & Every Business a Stage. (Harvard Business School Press, 1999). 254 pages.

Postman, Neil. Amusing Ourselves To Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business. (Penguin, 2005). 208 pages.

Schwartz, Barry. The Paradox of Choice: Why More is Less; How the Culture of Abundance Robs us of Satisfaction. (Harper Perennial, 2006). 304 pages.
Tickle, Phyllis. The Great Emergence: How Christianity is Changing, and Why. (Baker, 2008)
Time Magazine. “How Reality TV Fakes It.” http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1154194-1,00.html
What Technology Wants
· Evaluation of technological advances, and how it influences our thinking, ideas, culture, theologies. etc.
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Hipps, Shane, The Hidden Power of Electronic Culture, (Zondervan, 2005), 176 pages.
Kelly, Kevin, What Technology Wants, (Viking, 2010), 405 pages.

PBS-Frontline—The Persuaders: My notes
· Prospectors for new space in an evermore crowded landscape.
· The more messages they create, the more they have to create to reach us.
· They make clutter. They’re also trying to break through the clutter.
· They don’t want to suffuse the atmosphere; they want to become the atmosphere.
· Should the pitch be made to the head or to the heart?
· Whiter, brighter, cleaner, stronger…etc. At some point, the words ceased to have meaning.
· A new approach to advertising; over what the product did, to what the product meant!
· Engaging in a pseudo-spiritual marketing.
· A transcendence of sports (Nike), a third-place of community (Starbucks), not home, not work.

· An emotional and even spiritual bond with America.
· Polaroid is not a camera, it’s a social-lubricant.

· A brand-manager is to create and maintain a meaning system for people through which they get identity and understanding in the world…a community leader.
· Why not study cult devotion to products…find out why people join cults and apply that to brands.
· What pushes someone from mere fan to disciple, use that knowledge.
· Cult-brands. “Belonging to the tribe.”
· Whether they’re joining a cult or a brand, it’s the same motivation; they need to belong and they need to make meaning. We need to figure out what the world is all about, and we need to [experience it] with other people.
· Where schools and churches once did the job. A longed-for lifestyle, a ready made identity.
· They’re fulfilling their needs for community and transcendence…even though in the end it’s just a product.
· “Boy does the world need breakthrough ideas.”
· You feel the world through your five senses. The brands that can create “loyalty beyond reason” will succeed. Turn any product into an object of devotion.
· “Love-marks.” Brand that has created loyalty-beyond-reasons, infused with mystery, sensuality, recognizing as having an iconic place in your heart. You can build mystery as long as you believe in the story!
· We’ve moved from brands into experiences.
· Tide is an enabler, a liberator; from the heart of the laundry to the heart of the family.
· Song is not an airline, it’s a movement. Song is becoming an “adjective.”
· Aphorism: I know I’m wasting half my ad dollars, I just don’t know which half.
· So then, what is an advertiser to do? Product placement.
· Every society consumes crap.
· Seamless. You can’t talk about brand…it’s all about how writer and brander engage. Seamless integration of merchandise and narrative.
· Advertising as a piece of entertainment. Webisodes.
· Consumers want to be entertained. We engage you with things you want.
· The boundaries between advertising and entertainment are blurring.
· Once a culture becomes advertising friendly, it ceases to be a culture at all, worth the name.
· Sell selling, sell consumption.
· Consumers are driven by unconscious needs and impulses. People have no idea why they do what they do…so they’ll make up something that makes sense. There are unconscious codes in the brain.
· The first time a word is used it imprints a code on the soul of the person.
· Hunting for our primal urges…the “reptilian hot-buttons” The reptilian always wins. What is the net affect of listening to our reptilian instincts?
· “Give us what we want.” The imperative that no persuader cannot ignore. Ultimately, it’s not about what you want to tell them, it’s about what they want to hear. Heed the public will. The technique of listening. Ask a lot of questions and listen.
· What “words” will best sell an issue? If the language works. The words that grab our guts and move us at an emotional level. 80% is emotion and 20% is intellect. I’m more interested in how you feel more than how you think.
· Do the words he’s found help the public see more clearly, or disguise it? Does it make them see what they sell, or make us want what they sell? Makes the issue obscure.
· Clarification, not an obfuscation. Words can confuse, but it is up to the practitioner to decide how to use the words to ensure it’s not confusing.
· Political advertising is an artful assembling of nominal facts into outrageous lies.
· Reaching out on a one-to-one basis, “NARROWCASTING.” The ability to send very directed messages to very small audiences on an ongoing basis anywhere in the country.
· Tailored to their own personal demographic profiles. Customized for dozens of demographic groups. Broadcast ads in a narrowcast world.
· Acxiom Corporation of Little Rock, AK. Lists of target consumers. The solution to clutter. Send us ads for just what we want and send us those ads just when we want them. Profiling. The ability to say something to someone which they wouldn’t want others to hear.
· Getting the message through.
· Appeal to those aspects of people that see themselves as different from each other.
· Instead of being Americans, we’re sliced into 70 different demographics.
· The worry is that we don’t share anything as a people. The result is living in a society, rather than having the idea of a common good, increasingly see their own personal well-being, or their own community’s, or ethnic group’s needs as the essential issue of democracy. Sorted and sifted into our own demographic tribes.
· As long as we are thinking about ourselves, we are better consumers. Commercials say continually, “you come first, you are the focus of attention.” The Persuaders listen to us when others won’t. They tell us that we can be anything we want to be. They make us feel powerful. The consumer is in total control. Empowered, at every age.
· The problem of clutter gets solved, that it no longer feels like persuasion at all. We’re all persuaders.

Worship & Contemporary Culture: Points of Contact, and Moments of Meaning for The Church

· Worship & Wealth – Neither Poverty Nor Riches.

· Worship & Politics – Personal faith, never private, in the Public Arena.

· Worship & Social Justice – Micah 6:8, Do Justly (hopeunlimited.org, shevet.org, data.com, etc.)

· Worship & Sex – Exploring Intimacy and Identity

· Worship & the Environment – For God so loved the “world.”
· Maxed Out. http://www.maxedoutmovie.com/
· What Would Jesus Buy? http://wwjbmovie.com/
· What is your church’s “Brand Identity?”

· www.underconsideration.com/brandnew
· www.brandsoftheworld.com
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Blomberg, Craig L. Neither Poverty Nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Possessions. (InterVarsity Academic, 2001). 300 pages.

Claiborne, Shane. The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical. (Zondervan, 2006). 368 pages.

D’Souza, Dinesh. The Virtue of Prosperity: Finding Values In An Age Of Techno-Affluence. (Free Press, 2000). 304 pages.

Haugen, Gary A. Good News About Injustice: A Witness of Courage in a Hurting World. (InterVarsity, 1999.) 200 pages. www.ijm.org.

NPR. The Ten Commandments. (available here: http://www.thislife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?episode=332)

PBS. Fred Rogers: America’s Favorite Neighbor. (PBS, Triumph Marketing [image: image76.png]


, 2004).

Schneider, John R. The Good of Affluence: Seeking God in a Culture of Wealth. (Eerdmans, 2002). 244 pages.

Sider, Ronald J. Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger: Moving From Affluence to Generosity. (Thomas Nelson, 1997). 360 pages.

Sweet, Leonard. Postmodern Pilgrims: First-Century Passion for the 21st Century Church. (B&H Publishing Group, 2000). 224 pages.

Wallis, Jim. God’s Politics: A New Vision for Faith and Politics in America (Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesn’t Get It). (HarperOne, 2005). 416 pages.

Worship Phenomenology: the experience of the worshiper

· A philosophical study of the experience of worship in the life of the believer.

· Phenomenology: 1. the philosophical study of phenomena, (any event, circumstance, or experience that is apparent to the senses and that can be scientifically described or appraised, as an eclipse) as distinguished from ontology, the study of being; specif., such a study of perceptual experience in its purely subjective aspect. 2. a descriptive or classificatory account of the phenomena of a given body of knowledge, without any further attempt at explanation

· “A new survey among a national random sampling of regular church attenders conducted by the Barna Research Group shows that while worship is considered the most important faith venture, many churchgoers struggle to have a consistently positive worship experience - sometimes for reasons of their own making.”
 Why is worship the “most important faith venture?” Why do they struggle to have a “consistent positive worship experience?” Do you find this to be true in your life/experience? In your church? Whose responsibility, then, is it, to have a “consistent positive worship experience?”
·  “The Essence Of Christian Worship: A Lived Experience;” Leanne M. Polvado, Ed. D.

· An area of scholarly research lacking in depth of study is that of the lived experience of worship.
· “The meaning or essence of a phenomenon is never simple or one-dimensional… Human science meaning can only be communicated textually – by way of organized narrative or prose” (Van Manen, 1990, p.78)
· “If, during recent years, pastors had understood the significance of true, full worship actions and words, and had practiced and taught the same to their congregations we might not now be experiencing such a turbulent revolution. If we are to move on from this wilderness experience into God’s Promised Land of true worship, we must again and forever study and teach the essentials of worship.” (Hustad 1998, p.264)

· Tripartite man – body, soul and spirit
· Being a worship leader, the researcher is always seeking worship encounters with God. This extremely intimate experience of one’s spirit reaching out to God is a phenomenon difficult to describe, but worthy of scholarly research.  This study evolves out of the researcher’s desire to listen to worshipers finding meaning within the spiritual experience of man’s reaching out to God and God’s touching man.
· The significance of this study is in searching for the meaning of the lived experience of worship, culminating in a description of the essence of the phenomenon.
· “Battles waged in denominations and congregations, divisions between advocates of ‘contemporary’ worship and ‘traditionalists’ that lead to animosities and fractured relationships, the loss of the gospel that sometimes ensues, the weakening of Christian character and the consequent lack of substantive truth or genuine love in our outreach to the world are all certainly the work of evil powers to tear apart the Church.” (Dawn, 1995, p.133)

· Webber suggests that worship is a verb, not a noun.
· “Christian worship begins with a small circle of devout Jews, who believed that in Jesus of Nazareth, God has spoken, and the hope of their race had been fulfilled. Its raw material was first their common religious inheritance – the practice, teaching, and symbolism of the Temple or Synagogue, which all accepted and used – next, the special practicing and teaching of their Master, and the last decisive experiences of Easter and Pentecost, with their assurance of His continuing invisible presence ‘working within them’. … Full Christian devotion, since it is expressive of full Christian belief, requires and from the beginning, has practiced together both these responses to God: The pure theocentric communion in petition and adoration with the incarnate Revealer present with His Church. (Underhill, 1936, p.167-168)

· The essence of worship lies in our apprehension of God, not in our fleeting pleasure in sound or taste of liquid in a communion cup. In today’s ‘strange land of obsessive formalism,’ worship must express primarily our love relationship with God, Three-in-One, and with other human beings. … The formula for worshipping in this way is simple but challenging. (Hustad, 1998, p.56)
· “In the cold, stark, and anonymous world of the late twentieth century, people have an increasing need to connect tangibly and intimately with God.  More than ever they need the warmth, reality and personal touch of spiritual symbols, rituals and metaphors. (Morganthaler, 1995, p.136)

· I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth – Psalm 34:1.

· Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name – Hebrews 13:15.

· Paul taught us that we are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19; 3:16-17). Guess what occurs in temples? Worship. We are mobile temples of worship. Wherever we go, worship is appropriate – at the supermarket, the gas station, the office or the mall. A temple of worship is there, so worship is in order. (Boschman, 1994, p.18)
· The spiritual connection is begun as self opens up one’s soul to God. Then, the heart of the worship experience is reached as one transcends self, discovering the “creator Truth” in life experiences (Norton, lecture, July 1999).

· What is the meaning of the lived experience of Christian worship?
· Worship is the response of the creature to the Creator (Hayford, 1992)
· “We believe that God is an eternal personal Being of absolute knowledge, power and goodness. He is ultimate Reality, the source and ground of all reality and truth. … Christ, the Son of God, is Creator, Designer and Preserver of all things. In Him the entire universe, macrocosm and microcosm, has its origin, its energy and control, and its final destiny (Col. 1:16, 17). … Man came into being by a direct, immediate act of the Creator. Unique among all creatures, he bears the image of God in that he has personality and the power of moral choice. He was created for a dual purpose: Godward, he is to glorify God and enjoy fellowship with Him; earthward, he is to subdue and hold dominion over the earth and its living creatures. (Byrne, 1977, p.55)

· The primary question posed in this study is, “What is the meaning of the lived experience of worship?” The secondary questions include: (a) Are there common aspects of the human phenomenon of worship? (b) Does worship connect one with God? (c) What life experiences and activities promote and facilitate the meaning of the lived experience of worship?
· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: GOING BACK TO THE CHILD

· I’m still in the stage of really going back to the child.  It’s all going back to just being – just wanting to crawl up in His lap and love on Him. I’m just saved. I’m just a child of God. And that’s it.
· When a child looks at someone, they’re wide-eyed and almost overwhelmed by that person. … That’s worship – when I’m focused on God and not looking at all the little things going on around me.
· Jesus told His disciples that if they want to get what this is all about, come as a child.  Not childish, but childlike.
· As children of God, we are His heirs.

· Theme Cluster: The process of becoming a true worshiper requires going back to a child-like heart, experiencing the awesome nature of God, fulfilling the intimacy need within oneself and within God as Father, and claiming the inheritance that has been reserved for the worshiper.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
· Most of the time, my worship during the week does not occur in the church building itself

·  You’ve developed such a relationship behind closed doors that once you get out in public, you have nothing to prove to anybody. … They can see there is a connection there. … Your private world is the foundation on which you build your public life. How you order your private world will determine the success of your public life.
· I began to sing to the Lord and began to experience God in my room by myself on a daily basis just worshiping.

· Theme Cluster: The worshiper’s private, spiritual experiences often occur behind closed doors. These times of solitude focus the individual toward a personal relationship with God, overflowing into one’s public life.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: INTIMACY WITH THE FATHER
· God wants to be close to us. He doesn’t want to be worshiped from a far. … What is birthed out of intimacy with the Lord?  A child-like heart.
· God makes himself real and personal to each individual.  He’s a father to everyone, a brother, a husband, a lover of our souls.
· Worship is taking time to have an intimate conversation with Him, just like you would take time for a family member.
· God has an intimacy need. He needs nothing else. It’s relational.
· Theme Cluster: Personal, intimate relationship with God is a spiritual reunion for the worshiping Christian.  God has a need and created a need in humanity for these One-on-one encounters.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: WORSHIP TOGETHER: DENOMINATIONAL DIFFERENCES
· I couldn’t transcend. I did better with worship in a more intimate, close group. I think I resisted worship in the corporate setting.
· In the Assembly Church, “Let us pray” meant that, and I mean everybody took off.  And it was very, very difficult because it was overwhelming to my senses.
· And so through people loving me through healing and these groups learning the horizontal, I came to know the vertical experience with God. And so the triangle was complete – God, me and others.
· Communion is very powerful for me.  It’s not just me feeling God, but I look up and I see other people experiencing God too.
· [Corporate] worship is God’s way of adding to our courage.

· Theme Cluster: Worshipers build relationship with God and others through prayer, communion and community as together they focus upward, establishing unity and spiritual courage among Believers. Even though some struggle individually with corporate worship settings, denominational differences allow for a variety of avenues for entrance into God’s presence. The triangle is complete – God, me and others.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: THE WORD AND WORSHIP
· When we take the Word and we speak it back out of our mouths to Him, the same creative force, that same creative power that’s in His original words are there to bring glory.

· Worship is the rocket that carries the spiritual warhead into the heavenly realms. … And the warhead is the Word of God.
· Potent spiritual warfare begins with worship that is full of the Word of God.
· God is always speaking through His Word.
· His Word is His bond to us. It’s a covenant.

· Formulated Meaning: The Word of God is a spiritual staple in the worship experience. The Word is a direct link to God, giving individuals creative force, power for spiritual warfare and a written covenant with God Himself.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: SERENADING JESUS: MY ENTRÉE INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD
· I pulled my guitar back out of my closet and began to develop a lifestyle of worshiping God as an individual by myself. … Music is not the only way to worship, but it’s so powerful, and it is a part of everybody’s life.
· The song opened me up to God. … God always sent me a song when I needed it.
· I believe that [music] is the epitome of bringing glory to God.
· Formulated Meaning: Music is an important catalyst, connecting believers with God and even drawing the seeker closer to Him. Music has a powerful way of opening up man’s spirit to God and is a beautiful gift man can give back to God in expression of one’s adoration and praise.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: I REALIZED I AM LIKE HIM
· I believed our creative nature…is how God created us in His image. As [I] heal and [I] become the person God created me to be…I get more and more creative.
· Did God ever have a need? Yes, He did. He wanted a family. He wanted children that were created in His own image.
· Worship, when it tastes the best, is not anymore than saying that God and I experienced a moment when I realized I am like Him. He wanted me to be. He created me in His image.
· Theme Cluster: God created man to worship. In this process, man discovers his creative nature, revealing the image of God in humanity.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: THE NUDGING OF GOD: HEARING HIS VOICE

· I think that it’s important to reach that level, that you get “in sync” with Him, that you get “in phase” with Him. Then you can hear Him clearly.  In the natural, we are “out of phase.” And so worship brings us back “in phase” … The more I’m “in phase,” the more I hear God, and the louder the sound becomes.
· Many times, when we feel a nudging in our hearts, that is the Holy Spirit just gently saying that this is what God wants from you.
· Revelation is intimacy. It’s the ultimate intimacy saying I can trust you with my secrets.

· Theme Cluster: The Holy Spirit nudges the worshiper to intimacy with God so that the worshiper may hear God’s voice speaking wisdom, secrets, and discretion.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: SPRINGS OF LIVING WATER
· Receiving the Holy Spirit is one of the most spiritual experiences in my whole life.
· The Holy Spirit can speak to you and lift you into worship.
· The Spirit of God has been deposited in us. If we dig a well to reach that and tap into it, that’s where the springs of living waters come up in us and bring revelation.
· We were not led by a man, but the Spirit of God. Everybody in the building knew the Holy Spirit was doing everything. And that to me is the ultimate experience.
· I found that the Holy Spirit distributes these manifestations or gracelettes or graces from God as He wills. … I’m a Fed-Ex guy. God delivers the gift. We’re suppose to be Fed-Ex people. We show up in a timely fashion [to deliver the gift].
· You always have to come back to that concept of anointing and letting the Spirit of God do what you cannot. I can trust God’s spirit letting myself go, letting the Spirit talk to me, letting the Spirit minister to me [in worship].
· Theme Cluster: Receiving the Holy Spirit is a powerful, spiritual experience as He speaks revelation, gives direction, gives direction, communes with and ministers to the worshiper. The worshiper must be open to the Spirit’s work, resisting fear and simply obeying.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: GET CLEAN

· The times when I’ve felt really close to God have been in times of repentance, like deep repentance.
· He cleans you. You’re forgiven. You’re clean. Now come here. You get up on His lap and get the embrace of God.
· I was fully welcoming His condemnation and totally blown away that there was not an ounce of it.

·  [God] expressed to me complete acceptance for who I was. Forgiveness wasn’t an issue. It was already done for me.

· Theme Cluster: During times of repentance, the worshiper is forgiven, cleansed and embraced by God.

· SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS: WORSHIP IN ALL SEASONS
· In a challenging time. … That’s when the song came.

· So I think the time I hear from God or the time I feel so close to God is not on the mountain. It’s in the valley.
· Worship makes it possible to carry the weight of daily living. … God has enough room at His feet. You give it to Him.
· The embers became a bed of coals. The Lord picked me up, and He carried me. That bed of coals was all my troubles, all my pain, all my sorrow. And He was carrying me over them and getting me to the other side safely.
· So I knew God had brought me there and that I was to stay for a season.
· Worship in all seasons…even when you don’t feel it.
· It’s amazing how so many of our problems seem so small when we sit there and just worship.
· The Holy Spirit taught me in the valley. It was dark. It was walking by faith, because I couldn’t see my way. That was probably when I was the closest to Him. He was there all the time.

· Formulated Meaning: God’s fingerprint can be seen in all seasons of life. However, worshiping in the midst of valley experiences is especially rewarding, bringing a song for solace, allowing daily burdens to be bearable and even removed, turning trials into triumphs and transforming valleys into meeting places with God. Difficulties bring man closest to his Creator.

· How does listening to other’s experiences of worship affect your own personal worship? How can this be “used” in services/gatherings? What is the real importance of “phenomenology,” in the study and practice of “worship?”
· Can one really worship without having an “experience?”
· Worship also meets needs. Here are “Ten Basic Needs Met By Worship.”

· The Sense of Finiteness Seeks the Infinite. (Psalm 89:1, 3-5)
· The Sense of Mystery Seeks Understanding. (Romans 11:33; Ephesians 3:18-19)
· The Sense of Insecurity Seeks Refuge. (Psalm 46:1)
· The Sense of Loneliness Seeks Companionship with God. (Job 23:3; Job 42:5)
· The Sense of Human Belongingness (exclusion) seeks Mutual Fellowship with Other Worshipers. (Psalm 122:1; Ephesians 4:1, 4-6, 16)
· The Sense of Guilt Seeks Forgiveness and Absolution. (Psalm 51:1, 4, 10)
· The Sense of Anxiety Seeks Peace. (Psalm 42:1)
· The Sense of Meaninglessness Seeks Purpose and Fulfillment. (Romans 8:28)
· The Sense of Brokenness Seeks Healing. (Isaiah 42:3)
· A Sense of Grief Seeks Comfort. (Isaiah 40:1; John 14:1, 27))
· So, are the needs of people truly met when God is worshiped?
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Segler, Franklin M., and Randall Bradley, Christian Worship: Its Theology and Practice (3rd Edition), (B&H Publishing Group, 2006). 333 pages.

Sacred vs. Secular

· What defines “Christian,” “secular,” and “worship” music/art? Are there some things in life that are inherently “sacred,” and others that are inherently “secular?” Explain?
· The Sacred and Secular and the “Redemption Question.” [Watch “Japanese monks serve up alcohol and hip hop music to lure in followers” CNN video & article.]
· Bob Briner’s “Roaring Lambs” excerpt:
· “I was taught how to be a lamb, but I was never taught to roar. I’m writing this book because I think it’s time for more lambs to roar. It’s time for believers to confidently carry their faith with them into the marketplace so that our very culture feels the difference. I’m writing to parents and ministry professionals with the prayerful hope that they will begin more intensely and systematically to teach and model the reality that every one of us is called to be a minister in our own corner of the world. I am writing with the hope that the dichotomy between professional Christians and Christians in the professions will be greatly lessened. I am writing with the hope that every reader will better understand how to carry out the scriptural admonition to be salt in a world that so desperately needs that preservative. And I am writing with the hope that Christian young people will choose careers and professions that will place them in the ‘culture shaping’ venues of our world.”

· How do you make “definitions?” Lyrical content? (“There is no such thing as Christian music, only Christian lyrics”—Rick Warren). Musical style? (“new age,” “death metal,” “country,” etc.)

· Is all music worship music?

· What to do about this dichotomy between that which is sacred (dedicated, set apart, holy) and that which is secular (relating to the world, temporal, not religious)?

· The “culture wars:” political or ideological conflict within a society often focused on “values.”
· The move away from the dichotomy, and towards an ethic of redemption.

· There is no such thing as “sacred,” vs. “secular.”

· God created it all!

· Humanity ruins(ed) it all!

· Everything is therefore in need of redemption, a “buying back” and returning to God for His originally intended purpose.
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· Briner, Bob. Roaring Lambs: A Gentle Plan to Radically Change Your World. (Zondervan, 2000). 200 pages.

· C.I.V.A. (Christians In the Visual Arts) www.civa.org.

· Kimball, Dan. Emerging Worship: Creating Worship Gatherings for New Generations. (Zondervan/YS, 2002). 272 pages.

· Turner, Steve. Imagine: A Vision for Christians in the Arts. (InterVarsity, 2001). 131 pages.

Worship Wars: The great debate and the unified Church?
· Styles and Substance; the great debate and the unified Church?
· What is a “style” anyway? List them.

· John MacArthur “With Hearts & Minds & Voices.”
· Chuck Colson, “Soothing Ourselves To Death.” Christianity Today, April 5, 2006.
· Moody, “What To Do About The Worship Wars.” Moody, July/August 2002.
· Barna, “Focus On Worship Wars.”
· What is the decision doing to you and your attitude?
· Is the discussion of style strengthening or weakening your relationship with the Creator?

The Holy Spirit:

· The “ruach haKodesh” (holy wind/spirit).  The meaning behind invoking His Name.

· IBS Course Materials (personal notes), “The Holy Spirit And His Gifts.” Fall 2001.
· John 3:8 “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
· An experience of worship gives you the chance to touch God and to be touched by God.
· The Holy Spirit is represented by several images in the Scriptures .
· Clothing – Luke 24:49
· Deposit – 2 Cor. 1:21-22; 5:5, Ephesians 1:13-14
· Dove – Matthew 3:16; 1John 1:32
· Fire – Acts 2:3-4
· Oil – 1 Samuel 16:13; Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38; 2 Cor. 1:21-22; 1 John 2:20, 27
· Seal – 2 Corinthians 1:21-22; Ephesians 1:13, 4:30
· Water – Isa. 32:15; 44:3-4; John 4:14, 7:37
· Wind – John 3:8; Acts 2:1-4; 2 Pet. 1:21

· What does the Holy Spirit have to do with worship?

· How do you know if the Holy Spirit is involved in your worship

· What does “letting the Spirit move” mean? [a schedule is only a piece of paper]

· Discuss the challenges of planning/preparation and “letting the Spirit lead.”

· How did “the Spirit” become synonymous with spontaneity?

· Can the Holy Spirit move and be powerfully present when a service or a message is well planned?

· Where does the Spirit ultimately live? [in YOU]

· 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19-20. The plurality of the temple.

Worship Evangelism (relevant?) & The Emerging Church Revolution:

· Reaching out while reaching up.  A comparative look at “Seeker-Sensitivism,” “Worship Evangelism,” (Morganthaler) and “The Revolution” (Barna)
· Seeker-Sensitivism”
· Why does the Church exist? What is the Mission Statement of the Church? (To reach the lost.  Matthew 28.)

· Since that’s the case, how do we do that?
· Seeker-sensitive. There are those, whom the Spirit is moving in, touching, nudging, and we are called to be prepared to receive those people.
· Does the term “seeker-sensitive” exist in the Bible? In church history?  What about the concept?
· So then what?…How do we do that? Study the culture and be (key word): relevant.
· “Our message must never be compromised, but our methods must continually be culturally contextualized.”
· The dangers… Some believe it’s a watering down of the truth.
· How do we then accommodate those who do not want to change?
· We move to 2 services. What are the implications?  What are the reactions?

· “Worship Evangelism” Sally Morganthaler, in the late 80s and early 90s began writing articles about how their church experienced high levels of conversions (people giving their lives to Jesus) while not in a “seeker-sensitive” service or event. It was in the context of liturgy, traditional, non-seeker-sensitive powerful full expressions of the Spirit, etc. kind of services. She posited that we need not be sensitive primarily to the seeker, but sensitive to our real mission and that is to glorify God; and that is what we’re going to do. If the Holy Spirit is actually in the room, moving and working the way we as believers call Him to, an unbeliever cannot help but be surrounded by God.  That is, perhaps, the most powerful way to evangelize. Entering into the presence of God is the transforming evangel.
· People wrote in and said, that this is happening all over.

· “The disciples almost evangelized by accident.”
· Evangelism is worship!
· Perhaps there is a synthesis of the two.  (thesis, antithesis, synthesis)
· “The Revolution” There is one additional Ecclesiological Cultural change that is transpiring, and it is written about primarily by Barna, 2006.
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Barna, George. Revolution. (Tyndale, 2006). 143 pages.

Bell, Rob. Velvet Elvis: Repainting The Christian Faith. (Zondervan, 2005). 208 pages.

Kimball, Dan. They Like Jesus but not the Church: Insights From Emerging Generations. (Zondervan, 2007), 272 pages.

Kinnaman, David. UnChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks about Christianity... and Why It Matters. (Baker Books, 2007). 256 pages. www.unchristian.com.

McLaren, Brian. A New Kind Of Christian: A Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual Journey. (Jossey-Bass, 2001). 192 pages.

________. The Story We Find Ourselves In: Further Adventures of A New Kind of Christian. (Jossey-Bass, 2003). 192 pages.

________. The Last Word and the Word After That: A Tale of Faith, Doubt, and a New Kind of Christianity. (Jossey-Bass, 2005). 224 pages.

________. More Ready Than You Realize: Evangelism as Dance in the Postmodern Matrix. (Zondervan, 2002). 192 pages.

________. The Church On The Other Side: Doing Ministry in the Postmodern Matrix (Revised and Expanded Edition of Reinventing Your Church). (Zondervan, 2003). 240 pages.

www.brianmclaren.net
Morganthaler, Sally. Worship Evangelism: Inviting Unbelievers into the Presence of God. (Zondervan, 1999). 320 pages.

Pagitt, Doug. A Christianity Worth Believing: Hope-Filled, Open-armed, Alive-and-well Faith for the Left Out, Left Behind, and Let Down in us All. (Jossey-Bass, 2008). 258 pages.
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. http://www.ysmp3andcddvd.com/index.php?act=viewCat&catId=61&ccSID=e22f2fb00d94655b2e21897a8ec8cb73)

Forms of Worship:

· Sacraments, Iconology & Edifices
· Like honey on my lips – Psalm 119:103.
· Demonstrative Worship – Postures of the heart and body.
· “Religion” etymology, revisiting. Popular etymology among the later ancients (and many modern writers) connects it with religare "to bind fast" (see rely), via notion of "place an obligation on," or "bond between humans and gods." Another possible origin is religiens "careful," opposite of negligens. Meaning "particular system of faith" is recorded from c.1300.
· So as we try to “re-link” with God, there are various “forms” that our religion takes.  Here are a few:
· Iconology – The use of pictures and images as symbols of an idea, theology, principle, concept, etc. 1. a picture, image, or other representation. 2. Eastern Church. a representation of some sacred personage, as Christ or a saint or angel, painted usually on a wood surface and venerated itself as sacred. 3. a sign or representation that stands for its object by virtue of a resemblance or analogy to it.
· Taize – consists of music, song, gospel readings, quiet meditation, chants, and veneration of the cross.  www.taize.fr
· Labyrinth – Prayer walking.
· Lexio Divina – the “divine reading” reading or listening to the Scriptures. Scripture reading during the service.
· Venerations – respect or awe inspired by the dignity, wisdom, dedication, or talent of a person 2: the act of venerating
· Sacraments – a religious rite or observance; believed to have been ordained by Christ and that is held by divine grace to be a sign or symbol of a spiritual reality.  Holy Eucharist / Communion (‘thanksgiving’); Baptism; Marriage (Matrimony); Penance/Confession (reconciliation); Confirmation, Extreme Unction (anointing with oil, Spirit’s presence), Last Rites (
· Liturgy – from Latin “public service,” or “public worship.”
· Calisthenics – (kallos "beauty" + sthenos "strength.")  Kneeling, sitting, standing, crossing oneself, bowing, arms outstretched, the “orant” position (arms out towards one side with the palms facing upwards.)
· Edifices – Building a building/facility that worships. (Your Walls are Talking, Emergent Magazine)

· Offering – giving of tithes and offerings.
· Recitation of a Creed – Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed
· Prayer – Prayers of the saints, prayers of thanksgiving, etc.
· Benediction – the “good words.”  Numbers 6, Aaronic Benediction.
· Alms Giving – doing good for the poor. (“alms” Gk. “charity” or “pity” or “mercy”)

Ancient-Future Worship
· Traditions vs. Traditionalism
· “Getting into the Swing of Things”
· Treading on H.O.L.Y. ground.
· A summary of everything we’ve talked about.
· “Swing Set” and its value in the “movement” of God. To swing, we must reach forward and look back.  We’re a part of a 2000+-year history, and are a part of an amazing future. No one even 50 years ago would have ever thought that we would be showing video clips as part of the worship experience. Who knows what the future holds?
· Traditions are the living faith of dead people. Traditionalism is the dead faith of living people.
· What holds people together? Traditions. Why are traditions are so important in the church?
· They solidify faith & they re-solidify the faith.
· They ground faith (places faith in a firm foundation).
· What “new traditions” (oxymoronic) are you developing?

· God holds the future.  That’s what’s exciting.  He’s already there, He’s already redeeming culture for His purpose and plan, He’s already got it all worked out.  Our job is to be HOLY: 1) humble, 2) obedient 3) loving, 4) Yeshua
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McLaren, Brian. A Generous Orthodoxy: Why I Am a Missional, Evangelical, Post/Protestant, Liberal/Conservative, Mystical/Poetic, Biblical, Charismatic/Contemplative, Fundamentalist/Calvinist, Anabaptist/Anglican, Methodist, Catholic, Green, Incarnational, Depressed-yet-Hopeful, Emergent, Unfinished CHRISTIAN. (Zondervan, 2004).

Sweet, Leonard. SoulTsunami: Sink or Swim In New Millennium Culture. (Zondervan, 1999). 446 pages.

Worship Philosophies
· Doing what you believe in and believing in what you do. Developing a w/holistic philosophy for Worship in Ministry contexts.
· Mission Statements, Vision Statements, Values, etc. What are they?
· Why develop a philosophy?
· [A house divided against itself cannot stand.] – Mark 3:25, Luke 11:17

· 5 elements: Mission Statement, Vision Statement, Values, Scripture, Communal Content
· Five elements included in a philosophy:
· Values – The substance of the philosophy, what it’s made up of; what you’re made up of
· Mission Statement – The purpose, reason, the never changing goal, ultimately the thing you strive for
· Vision Statement – The result, the product, the definition of success, what it looks like, practical
· Scriptural Support – Biblical references in correct contexts
· Outside Influence – What others have said about what you are developing

· Four audiences for a philosophy:
· Your Self
· Your Worship Team
· Your Surrounding/Coexisting Ministries
· Your Congregation
· Three scenarios where a philosophy will be used:

· An idea doesn’t work
· A person on your team, or wants to be on your team doesn’t work
· Criticism for what you’ve done comes

· Two reasons why a philosophy is important:
· Gives you and others vision (Passion, Motivation, Direction, Purpose)

· Gives you a measure (definition) for success

· One phrase that sums up a philosophy
· Behavioral Objective
· Philosophy synonyms: systematic view, logical concept, critical study, fundamental principle
· A Worship Philosophy is the foundation of everything that you do.

· Ideas for using a philosophy: Personal Study; Bible studies/Devotions with your worship team; Brochures and publications to communicate with your congregation; Teaching tracts for your congregation
· Philosophies cannot be static; they must be fluid. Times change, circumstances change, your personal education and understanding changes…so must the philosophy.  So be flexible, be adaptable, and be humble.

· Elements/examples of philosophical values: Prayer, practice, punctuality, performance, praiseworthiness

· Regarding a philosophy of technology:

· Technology is inevitable. “systematic treatment of an art, craft, or technique.”

· Basic adage: If it can be done it will be done. So, technology will continue to advance.

· Jesus used cultural entities: For centuries, the church has continually used cultural mediums for reaching out to a world that is constantly changing.  In the 1st century, Jesus used boats, fish, buildings and structures as part of his teaching.  He even used Caesarea Philippi.  The disciples used living stones, kingdoms of men, analogies to the cultural world, Paul uses the race track, the temples, donkey falling into a well,
· No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money. – Matthew 6:24
· Major point: Technology is NOT VALUE NEUTRAL, because money is not value neutral.
Planning, Programming, and Producing a Worship Service
· Kierkegaard’s “Worship as a Drama”
· Term Connotations
· Tech. Scripts – How to piece together and communicate
· Developing a Theology of Technological Advancements
· The value for communication.
· Gatherings, events, programs… What’s the difference in these various situations?
Kierkegaard’s “Worship is a Drama”

	Actor
	Audience
	Director

	Worship Leader
	Congregation
	God

	God
	Congregation
	Worship Leader

	Congregation
	God
	Worship Leader

	
	
	


How to thoughtfully and intelligently plan a service/gathering.

Short discussion on the vocabulary of “planning, programming, producing.”  What do those words sound like?  What kind of connotations does it bring to the idea of a “worship service?”

	word
	negative connotations
	positive connotations

	planning
	
	

	programming
	
	

	producing
	
	elements of creation; God’ ordained ability to be co-creators with God.

	success
	
	

	business
	
	

	organization
	
	

	schedule
	
	


Why is this important?  Why is a tech script important?  It’s all about communication.
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Eiche, Jon F. Guide To Sound Systems for Worship. (Hal Leonard Publishing, 1990).

Davis, Gary, and Ralph Jones. Sound Reinforcement Handbook. (Hal Leonard Publishing, 2nd edition, 1990).

Lencioni, Patrick. The Five Dysfunctions of a Team (Leadership Fable Series). (Jossey-Bass, 2002). 240 pages.

Noland, Rory. The Heart Of The Artist. (Zondervan, 1999).

Siewart, Alison, ed. Worship Team Handbook (InterVarsity, 1998).

Stark, Scott Hunter. Live Sound Reinforcement. (Artistpro, 1996).

Vischer, Phil. Me, Myself & Bob. (Thomas Nelson, 2007). 224 pages.  Phil’s story, “What Happened To Veggie Tales” can be found here: http://www.philvischer.com/?page_id=51.

Practicing The Presence of God
· Anointed for service.

· http://www.abbaoil.com/

Finals Preparation
– Free-for-all open forum discussion.  Any questions?

· Course Evaluations.
APPENDIX

A - The Failure of Christian Leadership
·  By Kevin Neuner, March 2005

Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone.  Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, who did all those signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land.  For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. (Deuteronomy 34:8, 10-12)

Many books written on the subject of character and spiritual development are filled with “should” and “ought” principles regarding spiritual leadership.
  The exhortations for “successful” Christian ministry are highly directive, subliminally and implicitly stressed with emphases on the weight that should be borne by the leader himself.  A cursory reading of books on spiritual leadership, be they pragmatic or theoretical, yields the “if only” principles of ministerial exhortation.  “If only leaders would keep moral values,” or “If only proper accountability was in place,” etc.  These, and many other urgent appeals, often born out of a predecessor’s  mistakes and failures, are put forth to teach succeeding
 leaders the skills and practices that will prevent them from duplicating the mistakes, so as to avoid repeating history.  There is simply no shortage of this material, and countless resources resound with the same sentiments.

Yet, there is something inherently disillusioning about the state of contemporary spiritual leadership.  The fact that there are more teachings, classes, and seminars on the “ought to’s” of leadership, is evidence of the import of the situation.  If the perception of spiritual leadership was becoming brighter and more hopeful, this kind of pedagogy, while still existent, would not be as intensely attended to or promoted as it is.  The more desperate the situation, the more emphatic and ubiquitous the teachings become.

In philosophy, there are three tests of truth: logical consistency, empirical adequacy, and pragmatic (or experiential) validity.  While logical, and sensible, our current systematic teachings on “successful leadership” simply fail to actually work.  Christians fail.  Christian leaders fail, and they fail all the time.  They fail in areas of integrity, vision, competency, attitude, influence, discipline, development, effectiveness, trust, intuition, succession, etc.  While the material and training for success is growing exponentially, spiritual leaders fail at a steady rate of 100%.

Yet, the Church still exists, and even thrives.

Is this bad news about spiritual leadership simply more “evidence for ‘The Fall?’ ”
  Perhaps there is something deeper that needs to be addressed.  Perhaps there is something wrong, not with the state or existence of leadership, but with our perceptions of true spiritual leadership, the definitions we adhere to that term, the processes that develop it, and the methods through which we work in it.  This mandates a new approach, and more importantly, a new attitude toward failures within the Church.  Without diminishing the importance of integrity, vision, and competency, this is an exhortation to challenge our thinking regarding spiritual leadership.  The hope of the world is contingent upon the Church.  The hope of the Church is contingent on its leadership.  The hope of that leadership is contingent upon the meanings and values we hold, as leaders of the Church in this world.

In a general sense, failure is destructive.  However, it is intrinsically inevitable in spiritual leadership, and it most certainly is not conclusive.

What then is the new approach, and what are the new perspectives?

SUCCESS AND FAILURE

Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:31)
The process of success never looks like progress.  Success, while traditionally judged by the ends,
 is really the culmination and continuation of a long tangled history of succeeding failures.

Willow Creek, in South Barrington, Illinois describes what they call the “train wreck of ‘79” that almost killed the church when multiple staff members left the church under multiple facets of diverse failures.  Rick Warren recounts a “breakdown,” during the early years of Saddleback when he passed out on stage giving a sermon.  Chip Ingram, former Senior Pastor of Santa Cruz Bible Church, currently of “Walk Thru The Bible” and “Living On The Edge” radio programs tells of his failure to balance schedule and family resulting in substantial counseling for he and his family.  Rob Bell shares, “I was moments away from leaving the whole thing. I just couldn’t do it anymore…I was exhausted.  I was burned out.  I was full of doubt.  I was done.  I remember saying to myself, I have nothing more to say.
 This statement after the second year of planting Mars Hill Bible Church in Grandville, Michigan.  The stories could go on.

For these, and every other spiritual leader, the thought of “success” in the midst of these dark events and shattered moments in their ministerial history is an impossible vision to behold.  Yet, it was through these very events that God did foundational work, in and through the leader and in the ministries entrusted to them.  Values such as clarity, integrity, vision, attitude, personal discipline, trust, intuition, succession, boundaries, delegation, etc., while previously known and understood conceptually, are fashioned with a sense of clarity and ownership that could never have been accomplished prior to failure.  The greatest way to learn any principle is always second-hand, through someone else’s experience, but even that principle is almost always a first-hand lesson.

In addition, decisions that need to be made within ministry contexts, by their very nature bring a sense of failure.  Preaching to the lost will bring criticism for neglecting the sheep.  The focus of discipleship brings criticism for not evangelizing.  Topically directed messages neglect exposition while exposition neglects relevance.  Generational or affinity ministries are blamed for dividing and segregating the church while mixed congregations neglect meeting the needs of those groups.  Ministries that utilize technology are criticized for the misuse of funds while “old and traditional” ministries neglect innovation.  This is the continual battle of ministering in the world to be criticized for selling out or ministering to the church to be criticized for not reaching out.  These and other dichotomies in the Church leave a spiritual leader often at wit’s end, and can leave one playing a “narcissistic game with your own idiosyncrasies.”

Generations of leaders in the past were faced with failure, and generations of leaders to come will inevitably be forced to contend with this undesired reality.  As stated in a seminary class, “The lessons, in some way, repeat themselves with each succeeding generation.  We all start at ground zero.”

Success, then, for the spiritual leader, is in some ways elusive.  Paradoxically, it is the very inability to adhere to the principles for success that develops the leader towards an understanding of success.  Therefore, success cannot be defined by the end or outcome, but rather by the values and commitments we hold through the process.

THE VALUES OF SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP

Worship is the ultimate and highest value and greatest commodity in God’s economy.  Spiritual leadership, simply stated is not about having a desired tangible outcome, but rather about bringing glory to God, a recognition that He is of ultimate worth.  With this principle in mind, spiritual leadership does not require a hierarchical authoritative position, goals or directions, or even obstacles to overcome.  Spiritual leadership is simply about allowing God to be central, not solely to the achievements in life or ministry, but to life itself.

The movement God used to bring glory to Himself in people then, is redemption.
  Redemption, by definition, is to “repair” or “restore” that which is broken.
  The very existence of redemption as a movement of God is evidence of a state of dismal failure.  Spiritual leadership is clearly not immune to that principle.  Failure is fundamental to the process and development of spiritual leadership.

It is through these two principles that spiritual leadership can flourish.  Standards by which we measure success should be discarded (attendance, growth, etc.), and replaced with a definition of success that is engulfed in an awareness of identity and community with God and others, in light of who He is.  These two key values of worship (the exaltation of God) and redemption (the salvation of humankind) are the framework and the body of spiritual leadership.

What part does failure play in this process?  Where sin abounds, grace abounds much more.  The highest principle of spiritual leadership is applied grace, not after failure, but prior to failure occurring, and even prior to leadership beginning.

GRACE

Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. (John 1:16)

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power. (Ephesians 3:7)

There are three basic levels of motivation in humanity.  The first two are the most well known and commonly used; reward, and punishment/consequence.  The third, and less understood motivation is grace.

A story is told of C.S. Lewis one time interrupting a meeting of theologians discussing the difference between Christianity and all the other religions.  After musing over multiple possibilities such as the Trinity, or Blood Atonement, the group was interrupted by Lewis when he asked what the discussion was about.  After hearing the topic, Lewis responded, “Oh that’s easy.  It’s grace.”

Perhaps we misunderstand this value in regards to spiritual leadership because the definitions and perspectives we have of grace are skewed.  Ron Sider addresses this problem:

Close to the center of the problem is a cluster of unbiblical ideas and practices that amount to what Deitrich Bonhoeffer called ‘cheap grace.’  Cheap grace results when we reduce the gospel to forgiveness of sins; limit salvation to personal fire insurance against hell; misunderstand persons as primarily souls; at best, grasp only half of what the Bible says about sin; embrace the individualism, materialism, and relativism of our current culture; lack a biblical understanding and practice of the church; and fail to teach a biblical worldview.

The story of Peter provides us with a classic picture in understanding God’s grace in true form and appropriation juxtaposed with true failure.  While being the top disciple among the Twelve, Peter said words that no self-respecting disciple would ever say.  He denied even knowing his rabbi.  Coupled with that, no self-respecting rabbi would ever keep a disciple that denied his existence.  According to first-century standards and principles of “successful spiritual leadership,” Peter’s only option was to go home, finish out the business of his family, have children, and pray that they would become rabbis one day.  And that is exactly where Jesus finds him after the resurrection; fishing.  Jesus then, full of grace, recognizes Peter’s failure, and entrusts him, three times, with a loving response.  He then commissions Peter to be the shepherd of his people.  Jesus even restates the very words Peter would have first heard when being called to discipleship: “Lech aHarai,” meaning “follow me.”

One could argue that Peter’s persistence and perseverance worked in his favor.  It appears, however, that it was the utter failure of Peter in following his rabbi that gave the words, “Lech aHarai,” so much power and influence in his life.  As Richard Swenson says, “Grace…treats people not as they deserve but better than they deserve.  Grace preempts accusation, freeing both parties.”
  As Brennan Manning has said, love is the ability to accept acceptance.

“The heart of Jesus loves us as we are and not as we should be, beyond worthiness and unworthiness, beyond fidelity and infidelity; He who loves us in the morning sun and the evening rain without caution, regret, boundary, limit, or breaking point.”

It was this very grace, applied before, through, and after Peter’s failure, that allowed him to be the rock
 upon which the entire Church would be built.  Not by Peter’s greatness, but by Jesus’ grace.  Grace is the highest form of motivation in humanity and should be the catalyst for successful spiritual leadership.  True leadership can only be found in the acceptance and experience of the grace of Jesus throughout the entire life of the leader.

CONCLUSION

In spiritual leadership, there are really no conclusions.  There are simply continuations and movements of that which has been established since the very beginning; the worship of God, and the redemption of His people.  While addressing failure in the life of a leader is proper, too much emphasis on overcoming or avoiding failure in spiritual leadership neglects the weightier matters of ministry.  It can, in some ways work antithetical to its goal, “setting one up,” in a sense, for failure.  “Only he who is not afraid to show his weaknesses and who allows himself to be touched by the tender hand of the Teacher will be able to be a real student.”

“Ought” and “should” principles of spiritual leadership are beneficial, but should never be in any way a measure for success.  The process does not always look like progress.  The values are never found simply in the ends, but in the means.  And each generation will grapple with the same stumbling blocks and difficulties of ministry as their predecessors.  History will repeat itself.  Perhaps that is how God is able to make Himself known throughout every moment in history.  Perhaps God is bigger than the lessons we learn, the trials we overcome, and the accomplishments we make.  Perhaps failure reminds us daily of those facts, and of Him.
B - Hellenism and the Jews

·  Excerpt from The Life of Greece by Will Durant, (pp. 579-584)

The history of Judea in the Hellenistic age turns on two conflicts: the external struggle between Seleucid Asia and Ptolemaic Egypt for Palestine, and the internal struggle between the Hellenic and the Hebraic ways of life. The first conflict is dead history, and may be briefly dismissed; Matthew Arnold believed the second conflict to be one of the lasting cleavages of human feeling and thought. In the original division of Alexander’s empire Judea (i.e., Palestine south of Samaria) had been awarded to Ptolemy. The Seleucids never accepted this decision; they saw themselves separated from the Mediterranean, and coveted the wealth that might come from the trade that passed through Damascus and Jerusalem. In the resultant wars Ptolemy I won, and Judea remained subject to the Ptolemies for more than a century (312-198). It paid an annual tribute of eight thousand talents, but despite this burden the land prospered. Judea was left a large measure of self-government under the hereditary high priest of Jerusalem and the Great Assembly. This gerousia, or Council of Elders, which Ezra and Nehemiah had formed two centuries back, became both a senate and a supreme court. Its seventy or more members were chosen from the heads of the leading families, and form the most learned scholars (Soferim) of the land. Its regulations—the Dibre Soferim—set the pattern of orthodox Judaism from the Hellenistic age to our own.


The basis of Judaism was religion: the idea of a surveillant and upholding deity entered into every phase and moment of Jewish life. Morals and manners were ordained by the gerousia in strictness and detail. Entertainments and games were few and restrained. Intermarriage with non-Jews was forbidden; so were celibacy and infanticide. Hence the Jews bred abundantly, and reared all their children; despite war and famine their numbers grew throughout antiquity, until in the time of Caesar there were some seven million Jews in the Roman Empire. The bulk of the population, before the Maccabean era, was agricultural. The Jews were not yet a nation of traders; even as late as the first century A.D. Josephus wrote: “We are not a commercial people”;
 the great trading peoples of the age were the Phoenicians, the Arabs, and the Greeks. Slavery existed in Judea as elsewhere, but the class war was relatively mild. Art was undeveloped; only music flourished. The flute, the drum, the cymbal, the “ram’s horn” or trumpet, the lyre, and the harp were used to accompany the single voice, the folk song, or the solemn religious antiphons. Jewish religion scorned the concessions of Greek ritual to popular imagination; it would have nothing to do with images, oracles, or birds’ entrails; it was less anthropomorphic and superstitious, less colorful and joyful, than the religion of the Greeks. Face to face with the naïve polytheism of Hellenic cults, the rabbis chanted the sonorous refrain still heard in every Jewish synagogue: Shammai Israel, Adonai eleenu, Adonai achod—“Hear, O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is one.”


Into this simple and puritan life the invading Greeks brought all the distractions and temptations of a refined and epicurean civilization. Around Judea was a ring of Greek settlements and cities: Samaria, Neapolis (Shechem), Gaza, Ascalon, Azotus (Ashdod), Joppa (Jaffa), Apollonia, Doris, Sycamina, Polis (Haifa), and Acco (Acre). Just across the Jordan was a leagued Decapolis of Greek cities: Damascus, Gadara, Gerasa, Dium, Philadelphia, Pella, Raphia, Hippo, Scythopolis, and Canetha. Each of these had Greek institutions and establishments—temples to Greek gods and goddesses, schools and academies, gymnasiums and palaestras, and nude games. From such cities, and from Alexandria, Antioch, Delos, and Rhodes, Greeks and Jews came to Jerusalem, bringing the infection of a Hellenism devoted to science and philosophy, art and literature, beauty and pleasure, song and dance, drinking and feasting, athletics and courtesans and handsome boys, along with a gay sophistication that questioned all morals, and an urbane skepticism that undermined all supernatural belief. How could Jewish youth resist these invitations to delight, this easy liberation from a thousand irksome restraints? Young wits among the Jews began to laugh at the priests as moneygrubbers, and at their pious followers as fools who allowed old age to come upon them without having ever known the pleasures, luxuries, and subtleties of life. Rich Jews were also won over, for they could afford to yield to temptation. Jews who sought appointment from Greek officials felt it the part of policy to speak the Greek language, to live in the Greek way, even to say a few kind words to the Greek gods.


Against this powerful assault upon both the intellect and the senses three forces defended the Jews: the persecution under Antiochus IV, the protection of Rome, and the power and prestige of a Law believed to be divinely revealed. Like antibodies gathering to attack an infection, the more religious among the Jews formed themselves into a sect called Chasidim—the Pious. They began (about 300 B.C.) with a simple pledge to avoid wine for a given period; later, by the inevitable psychology of war, they went to the extremes of Puritanism, and frowned upon all physical pleasure as a surrender to Satan and the Greeks. The Greeks marveled at them, and classified them with the strange “gymnosophists,” or nude ascetic philosophers, whom Alexander’s army had come upon in India. Even the common Jew deprecated the severe religiosity of the Chasidim, and sought for some middle way. Perhaps a compromise would have been reached had it not been for the attempt of Antiochus Epiphanes to force Hellenism upon Judea by persuasion of the sword.


In 198 Antiochus III defeated Ptolemy V, and made Judea a part of the Seleucid Empire. Tired of the Egyptian yoke, the Jews supported Antiochus, and welcomed his capture of Jerusalem as a liberation. But his successor, Antiochus IV, thought of Judea as a source of revenue; he was planning great campaigns, and needed funds. He ordered the Jews to pay in taxes one third of their grain crops and one half of the fruit of their trees.
 Ignoring the usual inheritance of the office, he appointed as high priest the sycophantic Jason, who represented the Hellenizing party in Jerusalem and sought permission to establish Greek institutions in Judea. Antiochus heard him gladly, for he was disturbed by the diversity and persistence of Oriental cults in Greek Asia, and dreamed of unifying his polyglot empire through one law and one faith. When Jason went about these matters with insufficient haste Antiochus replaced him with Menelaus, who gave him larger promises and a fatter bribe.
 Under Menelaus Yahweh was identified with Zeus, Temple vessels were sold to raise funds, and in some Jewish communities sacrifices were offered to Hellenic deities. A gymnasium was opened in Jerusalem, and Jewish youths, even priests, took part, naked, in athletic games; some young Jews, in the ardor of their Hellenism, underwent operations to remedy the physiological shortcomings that might reveal their race.


Shocked by these developments, and feeling their religion challenged in its very existence, the majority of the Jewish people went over to the side and view of the Chasidim. When Antiochus IV was expelled from Egypt by Popilius (168), the news reached Jerusalem in the form of a report that he had been killed. The rejoicing Jews deposed his appointees, massacred the leaders of the Hellenizing party, and cleansed the Temple of what they felt to be pagan abominations. Antiochus, not dead but humiliated, moneyless, and convinced that the Jews had obstructed his campaign against Egypt and were conspiring to return to Judea to the Ptolemies,
 marched up to Jerusalem, slaughtered Jews of either sex by the thousand, desecrated and looted the Temple, appropriated for the royal coffers its golden altar, its vessels, and its treasuries, restored Menelaus to supreme power, and gave orders for the compulsory Hellenization of all Jews (167). He commanded that the Temple be rededicated as a shrine to Zeus, that a Greek altar be built over the old one, and that the usual sacrifices be replaced with a sacrifice of swine. He forbade the keeping of the Sabbath or the Jewish festivals, and made circumcision a capital crime. Throughout Judea the old religion and its rites were interdicted, and the Greek ritual was made compulsory on pain of death. Every Jew who refused to eat pork, or who was found possessing the Book of the Law, was to be jailed or killed, and the Book wherever found was to be burned.
 Jerusalem itself was put to the flames, its walls were destroyed, and its Jewish population was sold into slavery. Foreign peoples were brought in to resettle the site, a new fortress was built upon Mt. Zion, and a garrison of troops was left in it to rule the city in the name of the King.
 At times, it seems, Antiochus thought of establishing and requiring the worship of himself as a god.


The orgy of persecution became intensified as it proceeded. There is always, in any society, a minority whose instincts rejoice in the permission to persecute; it is a release from civilization. The agents of Antiochus, having put an end to all visible expression of Judaism in Jerusalem, passed like a searching fire into the towns and villages. Everywhere they gave the people a choice between death and participation in Hellenic worship, which included the eating of sacrificial swine.
 All synagogues and Jewish schools were closed. Those who refused to work on the Sabbath were outlawed as rebels. On the day of the Bacchanalia the Jews were compelled to deck themselves with ivy like the Greeks, to take part in the processions, and to sing wild songs in honor of Dionysus. Many Jews conformed to the demands, waiting for the storm to pass. Many others fled into caves or mountain retreats, lived on clandestine gleanings from the fields, and resolutely carried on the ordinances of Jewish life. The Chasidim circulated among them, preaching courage and resistance. A detachment of royal troops, coming upon some caves in which thousands of Jews—men, women, and children—were hiding, ordered them to come forth. The Jews refused; and because it was the Sabbath, they would not move the stones that might have blocked the entrance to the caves. The soldiers attacked with fire and sword, killing many of the refugees and asphyxiating the remainder with smoke.
 Women who had circumcised their newborn sons were cast with their infants over the city walls to death.
 The Greeks were surprised to find the strength of the old faith; not for centuries had they seen such loyalty to an idea. The stories of martyrdom went from mouth to mouth, filled books like the First and Second Maccabees, and gave to Christianity the prototypes of its martyrs and its martyrology. Judaism, which had been near assimilation, became intensified in religious and national consciousness, and withdrew into a protective isolation.


Among the Jews who in those days fled from Jerusalem were Mattathias—of the family of Hasmonai, of the tribe of Aaron—and his five sons—Johannan Caddis, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and Jonathan. When Apelles, an agent of Antiochus, came to Modin, where these six had sought refuge, he summoned the inhabitants to repudiate the Law and sacrifice to Zeus. The aged Mattathias came forward with his sons and said: “even should all the people in the kingdom obey the order to depart from the faith of their fathers, I and my sons will abide by the Covenant of our ancestors.” As one of the Jews approached the altar to make the required sacrifice Mattathias slew him, and slew also the King’s commissioner. Then he said to the people: “Whoever is zealous for the Law, and wishes to support the Covenant, let him follow me.”
 Many of the villagers retired with him and his sons to the mountains of Ephraim; and there they were joined by a small band of young rebels, and by such of the Chasidim as were still alive.


Soon afterward Mattathias died, having designated as captain of his band his son Judas, called Maccabee.
 Judas was a warrior whose courage equaled his piety; before every battle he prayed like a saint, but in the hour of battle “he was like a lion in his rage.” The little army “lived in the mountains after the manner of beasts, feeding on herbs.” Every now and then it descended upon a neighboring village, killed backsliders, pulled down pagan altars, and “what children soever they found uncircumcised, those they circumcised valiantly.”
 These things being reported to Antiochus, he sent an army of Syrian Greeks to destroy the Maccabean force. Judas met them in the pass of Emmaus; and though the Greeks were trained mercenaries fully armed, and Judas’ band was poorly armed and clad, the Jews won a complete victory (166). Antiochus sent a larger force, whose general was so confident that he brought slave merchants with him to buy the Jews whom he expected to capture, and posted in the towns the prices that he would ask.
 Judas defeated these troops at Mizpah, and so decisively that Jerusalem fell into his hands without resistance. He removed all pagan altars and ornaments from the Temple, cleansed and rededicated it, and restored the ancient service amid the acclaim of the returning orthodox Jews (164).
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