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After 26 years, this is my last lecture — 

it’s my last advice before leaving you on your own.

I’ve posted this lecture online, 

and I encourage you to read it often.

First some advice to help you in future courses ...
You have a learning style:

you may like theory

you may prefer examples

you may like an English-language description
you may like formulas.

On the other hand, 
books & teachers have their own teaching style.

If your learning style does not match a book’s teaching style,
then you just won’t learn.
It doesn’t mean you’re stupid
or that you’re doomed not to understand the material.
It just means you have to reduce the mismatch.

With the right book or the right teacher, 
any subject is meaningful & comprehensible

If there’s a mismatch and you're having trouble, 
then find another resource:

maybe a physical book

maybe an eBook

maybe an online lecture (e.g. Khan Academy or equivalent)

check a library

check a physical bookstore

Maybe you’ll find some other book 
which gives perfect clarity to otherwise obscure constructs.

Enjoy your job.

You’ll spend lots of time there.

Money isn’t everything.

Your co-workers can make a job fun or unbearable.
You will be 22 when you graduate.

On average, you’ll work until at least age 62
— that’s 40 years.

In 10 or 20 or 30 years, 
why shouldn’t your employer replace you 
with a newly-minted CS grad?

Stay on your toes:
CS is a commitment to lifelong learning.

How can you stay on top of things?
· organizations — ACM or IEEE

· reading

· short courses

· regular courses

· online courses

· networking

Start with Cal Poly’s Computer Science Society — CSS.

· meet your peers

· meet alumni

· get involved

Join LinkedIn — like Facebook but for professional contacts.
Join the group: Friends of CS @ Cal Poly Pomona.
Your first paycheck as a full-time programmer
will seem like a fortune.
Don’t spend it all!

Save for retirement — 
one day you won’t be working anymore
& you’ll be glad you saved when you were flush.

Retirement will sneak up on you quietly but quickly.

The earlier you start saving
the more you’ll have at the end.

Compound interest is a very powerful force.

Diversify! Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.

Read a book about personal finance.

Be careful with credit cards.

Interest rates are usually astronomical.

Don’t spend what you don’t have.

Plan to pay off your credit balance each month.

As voters & citizens, 
remember the CSU & Cal Poly Pomona.

Money is tight.

In the past 10 years,
the Cal Poly faculty has gone from 520 professors down to 420.

If you strike it rich — or if you want to feel good,
give something back to the CSU.
Scholarships are one good method.
Or give money to CSS or the Department.

Check out my resume on my home page.
I’ve been at Cal Poly Pomona for 26 years —
that’s a long time, 
but it seems as though it went by in an instant.

I’ve been doing CS full-time for 40 years —
since I started CS grad school in 1973.

Now I plan to shift my attention to other studies:

history, literature, biology, math, chemistry.

I’m keeping my eyes open for interesting online courses.

There’s nothing I want to do full-time right now.

I’ll be back at Cal Poly from time to time:
I like the library.

I’ll drop in on the lab
& I’ll try to see how you’re doing.

My Cal Poly email address will continue during my retirement.

Email me!

Send questions & tell me what you’re up to.

You have my best wishes 
for a successful & happy undergraduate experience,
and for a rewarding life and career.

It’s been a privilege & a pleasure teaching you.

Hope to see you all again!

