INSTITUE OF FOOD TECHNOLOGIST

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION

Executive Committee Meeting

April 17, 2008
Location: Girasole Grill Restaurant, Pleasanton, CA 
NCIFT: Carolyn Coughlin, Chair;  Rick Falkenberg, Chair-Elect; Eric Wilhelmsen, Past-Chair; Alvina Suhendra, Executive Secretary; Stacey Hawley, Membership Secretary; Bruce Ferree, Bernadine Ferguson, Councilors; Sukriti Sehgal, Member-at-Large;
Committee Chairs and Members of Nominating Committee: Sharon Cook Roesler, Earl Weak, Nominating Committee; Carol Cooper, Incoming Nominating Committee; Maria Vargas, Jim Roesler, Martin Potnick; Supplier’s Night; Mary Palumbo, Career Guidance;
Visitors: David Ferguson
The meeting was called to order at 6:10 PM by NCIFT Chair Carolyn Coughlin.

There were no amendments to the February 21st meeting minutes.  The minutes of February 21st meeting was approved.

Committee Reports:

Program Update: Rick Falkenberg reported that the joint meeting with AACT was a success. 60 people attended the meeting was held on April 15th in Santa Cruz.  Interactive food safety trivial pursuit was one of the main activities of the event.  
The NCIFT holiday meeting will be held on December 4, 2008 at Wente Winery.  Dave Sholty will make the arrangement and lock in the date with Wente.
Treasurer: Eric Wilhelmsen reported that our merchant account is working and connected to NCIFT Wells Fargo bank account.  Imelda is using the merchant account to process credit card charges for Supplier’s Night.  We can use the same procedure to process payment for any of our future meetings.

Eric also reported that the bookkeeper, who had been doing our section tax return in the past, has retired.  Eric has volunteered to do the 2006 and 2007 NCIFT tax return. 

Furthermore, in order to ensure that no one is signing check for himself, Maria Giovanni has been in charge of signing check for Marketing Design.  
2008-2009 Budget will be approved by the Executive Committee on June 2, 2008.

SJIFT: 
Bernadine Ferguson reported that the SJIFT subsection is having some difficulties on getting their officers to attend the executive committee meeting.

Bernadine also reported that SJIFT had a successful CSU Fresno Student Recognition & Scholarship Award dinner that was held on April 2, 2008.  5 Scholarships of $1,000 each were awarded to CSU Fresno Food Science and Culinology students.
CVIFT: 
Bruce Ferree reported that the “Food Industry Ethics” dinner meeting that was held on March 20, 2008 at Dave Wong’s Restaurant in Stockton was a success.  23 People, including 4 new people, attended the event.  Jack Lloyd, Distinguished Visiting Professor of Naval Post Graduate School, Monterey was the speaker of the event. 
Bruce mentioned that CVIFT would like to host a holiday meeting locally this year to attract the central valley’s professionals.  The CVIFT Annual Supplier’s Night will be next subsection meeting and it will be held on October 23, 2008.  
Bruce Ferree further reported that CVIFT has met its goal and successfully held three (3) subsection’s meeting for the year

Nominating Committee:  
Sharon Cook Roesler reported that the election results are outline below.  Nominating Committee is in the process of contacting all participants over the next few days. 2008 electronic voting turnout was 18.38%, compared to 16% turnout on 2006.
The 2008-2009 election result is as follows:

Chair:



Rick Falkenberg

Chair-Elect:


Mary Palumbo

Executive Secretary:

Alvina Suhendra


Treasurer:


Maria Vargas

Membership Secretary:
Stacey Hawley


Members-at-Large:

Doug Berg and Amanda Lathrop 


Nominating Committee:
Carol Cooper, 
Susan Howe, and Debbie Lohmeyer
Membership Directory / Hornblower:

Bernadine Ferguson reported that Hornblower March-April issue has been issued.  She was asking for Executive Committee approval to increase the Hornblower’s advertising rates.  The proposed rates are as follows:
Full Page
  $210 (no increase)

½ Page
  $120 (from $110)

¼ Page
  $75 (from $65)

Business Card  $55 (from $45)

Bernadine also proposed a $50 fee for changing the advertisement.  She will send out notice to suppliers to double check their ads and make sure that it is current before going to printing.  
The executive committee approved the new advertising rates (first by Sharon Roesler and second by Rick Falkenberg).  The new rates will be effective on January 1, 2009.
Bernadine further reported that the 2007-2008 Membership Directory has been sent to the members. The Membership Directory will be printed and updated once a year. 
Career Guidance: Mary Paumbo reported that on January 4, 2008, she contacted the six (6) Science Fairs where NCIFT planned to present awards.  On January 15, 208, she solicited judges from our membership.  She had a good response again this year, and had two to four judges for each fair.  Mary also made sure to have someone representing NCIFT attending the awards ceremony to present the certificate and a career brochure from IFT to each recipient.  Some fair organizers prefer to have the Master of Ceremonies present the awards in the interest of time; the Sacramento fair, for example, has a large number of special awards and the presentations have taken considerable time in the past.  This year they chose to have the MC present all awards.
Fairs and judges were as follows:

· Central California Regional, Fresno Fairgrounds, March 31-April 3, 2008 (judging for senior division on March 31st, junior division on April 2nd, and awards on April 3rd).  Volunteer judges were Kwok-Man Lee (Hilmar Ingredients) and Mike Hurley (DFA of California). Erin Dormedy (CSU Fresno) presented the awards.
· Monterey County, CSUMB, March 7-9, 2008, judging March 8th, awards March 9th.  Volunteer judges were Diana Huang (McCormick), Grace Ho (Fresh Express), Coe Barnard, and Tom Vogel (DFA California).

· Sacramento Regional, Rosemont High School, 9594 Kiefer Blvd., Sacramento.  March, 28-29, 2008, judging and awards on March 29th.  Volunteer judges were Tod Harter (Morning Star Packing) and Mary Palumbo (CDPH – Food and Drug Branch).

· San Francisco Bay Area Fair, San Francisco County Fair Building, 9th and Lincoln in Golden Gate Park, judging April 2nd, awards April 3rd.  Volunteer judges were Jerry Oliveras (AEMTEK) and Marty Gill (GNT USA).
· Santa Clara Valley (Synopsis Championship), San Jose Convention Center, March 11-12, 2008, judging March 12th, awards March 30th at Great America.  Volunteer judges were Alex Cherroni (for Joe Talamo, Talamo Foods) and Ron Boyce (for Barbara Cassens, FDA San Francisco District).
· Tri Valley Fair, Livermore Community Center, March 4-8, 2008, judging and awards on March 5th. Volunteer judges were Amanda Lathrop (NFL), Dale Olds (NFL), Jim Kohnen, and Earl Weak.

Award winners and project titles:

Each student received a certificated and career brochure from IFT, as well as the award check.  Fresno Regional winners also received a jar of Fresno State jam from Erin Dormedy.

· Central California Region Science and Engineering Fair

· Kelli Williamson, $100 for “Wash What You Eat” (Clovis East High School)

· Logan Davis Wallance, $50 for “Can Fructose Absorption Be Improved by Adding Glucose” (Clovis High School)

· Monterey County Science and engineering Fair

· Michelle Feygin-Parra, $100 for “Apples to Apples” (International School of Monterey)

· Ben Sugar, $50 for “Yeast Fermentation with Sugar and Sugar Substitutes” (York School)

· Synopsys Championships (Santa Clara Valley Science and Engineering Fair)

Three awards were given (second place is a team project):

· Francis Reyes, $65, “Killing with Spice: Do Spice Affect the Amount of Bacteria that Grows on Food?”

· Sue A. Teh, $30, “The Fermentation of Sugar by Yeast”

· Angela Y. Wong, $30 (same as above)

· Rosie Ou, $25 for “Light Effects on Lettuce”

· Sacramento Regional Science and Engineering Fair

· Vy Nguyen, $100 for “Fruit Enzymes” (Hiram Johnson High School)
· Athen Allinger, $50 for “Fruit to Brew” (Alta Vista Elementary)

· San Francisco Bay Area Science Fair

· Justin G. Lee, $100 for “Tomatoes, Cell Defenders!” (Ralston Middle School)

· Vincent L. Shields, $50 for “Five Second Rule: fact or Fiction?” (St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart)

· TriValley Science and Engineering Fair

One award was given:

· Louis Li, $150 for “Anti-cancer Agents from Natural Products” (food, tea, and spices)

Eric Wilhelmsen recommended for NCIFT to solicit the science teachers from the schools that participated on the science fair that we are willing to come to their school and promote Food Science career. 
Supplier’s Night: 

Sharon Cook Roesler reported that the preparation for the Supplier’s Night is coming together.  2008 Suppliers Night will be held on May 6th at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton and the NCIFT Golf Tournament will be held on May 5th at the Wente Winery Golf Course.  The brochure has been mailed on February 8, 2008.    

Carolyn reported that Officer’s Training Workshop will be held in conjunction with Supplier’s Night.  The workshop will be held on May 6th from 11:30AM to 1:00PM and will be lead by Gail Wiseman of IFT. 
Furthermore, the Golf Tournament committee has requested presence of Carolyn Coughlin and/or Rick Falkenberg at the dinner function to represent NCIFT. 

AACT will sponsor projector for the Supplier’s Night per Maria Vargas.

College and Student Relations: 
Carol Cooper reported that the UC Davis Student Recognition Night that was held on April 9, 2008 was attended by 27 professionals and 60 students.  She was hoping to get a better turn out next year.  Dr. Herbert Stone, President and Co-Founder of Tragon was the speaker of the evening.

Carol further reported that the Food Science Department will be moving to the Mondavi building starting on August of 2008.

Membership: 

Stacey Hawley reported that our section currently has 931 members.  While she was working on sorting membership of IFT and NCIFT, she found out that there are many of IFT members in our area that are not belong to NCIFT.  It is her goal to reach out to those populations and convince them to join the section.  
Stacey purposed a new format for NCIFT membership application that offers more personal touch to attract new members.  The new application will be printed and ready to be distributed at the Supplier’s Night.

Stacey also reported that we will host the Fresno mixer on May 15, 2008.  The East Bay mixer is in planning and there will be more mixers at different area in the near future.  
Member of the Year Committee:  The committee that consists of Bruce Ferree, Pam Vaillancourt, and Sharon Cook Roesler is working on the nomination.  The 2008 Member of the Year will be announced on May 6, 2008 at the Supplier’s Night.
Other Business:

· Re-writing of By-laws:
Executive Committee discussed the by-laws and Bernadine Fergusson will update the by-laws as agreed.
· Sanitation workshop
We are still looking for volunteer to lead and resurrect the sanitation workshop.  Bruce Ferree will solicit members to volunteer.
· 70th Anniversary Meeting

Bruce Ferree is coordinating the effort to celebrate our 70th Anniversary.   

· 2008 IFT Strategic Leadership Forum
Vina Suhendra and Dan Whisenhunt reported that Innovation and change was the theme at the 2008 IFT Strategic Leadership Forum held in Chicago on March 27-29.  The forum is designed to provide a variety of learning and input opportunities for both long tenured and up-and-coming leaders of IFT.  Delegates from our area were present to learn how thought processes at the national office are being transformed to that of forward thinking and change.  The message was definitely clear:  The way we have always done things in the past may not be good enough to accomplish our goals in the future.  This philosophy is being adopted to re-engineer the organization to better meet the needs of today's membership and be more attractive to today's prospective members.
There was one session on the second day that was of great interest to many.  That session was the Membership Idea Swap. Delegates were exposed to what the new programs the national office is developing in the areas of recruiting and retention. This session also allowed participants to take share thoughts and problems and take away ideas and solutions.  There are several new programs to come and more support for our efforts. You will see this information very soon. 
The Strategic Leadership Forum was extremely useful to the attendees in learning the organization, synchronizing with the staff at the national headquarters and applying programs on a local basis.  It allowed them to share ideas with others from all over the country.  It also allowed them to evaluate the function of their local organization on its own as well as compared to others.   
· Next Executive Committee Meeting

The next executive committee meeting will be held on June 5th at Bruce Ferree’s house, Lodi.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

