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Issue 98

Liturgy Corner: 
May, the month of Mary
In the ‘memorial’ of Calvary all that Christ accomplished by his passion and his death is present. Consequently all that Christ did with regard to his Mother for our sake is also present.  To each of us he says: ‘Behold your mother!’ Experiencing the memorial of Christ’s death in the Eucharist also means continually receiving this gift.  It means accepting, like John, the one who is given to us anew as our Mother.  It also means taking on a commitment to be conformed to Christ, putting ourselves at the school of his Mother and allowing her to accompany us.  Mary is present, with the Church as the Mother of the Church, at each of our celebrations of the Eucharist.  If the Church and the Eucharist are inseparably united, the same ought to be said of Mary and the Eucharist. 
Ecclesia de Eucharistia (2003) #57
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2005:  167 parish children preparing for their First Holy Communion will be presented at all Masses this weekend.  We invite parishioners to take a prayer card home with you as you leave and to keep all of our parish children and families in your prayers during this time.  Home groups begin this week also, please contact Alice, our Sacramental Coordinator on 9634 2622, if you have not yet heard from your facilitator. 
Have a Good Week



POPE TELLS WHY HE CHOSE NAME OF BENEDICT

 

VATICAN CITY (VIS) - In his first general audience on Wednesday, April 27th, which was held in St. Peter's Square in the presence of 15,000 people, Pope Benedict XVI again gave thanks to God for having elected him as Peter's successor, and explained why he chose the name of Benedict.

 

  The Holy Father spoke of the feelings he was experiencing at the beginning of his ministry: "awe and gratitude to God, Who surprised me more than anyone in calling me to succeed the Apostle Peter; and interior trepidation before the greatness of the task and the responsibilities which have been entrusted to me. However, I draw serenity and joy from the certainty of God's help, that of His most Holy Mother the Virgin Mary, and of the patron saints. I also feel supported by the spiritual closeness of all the people of God whom, as I repeated last Sunday, I continue to ask to accompany me with persistent prayer."

 

  "Resuming the Wednesday general audiences," he went on, "I wish to speak of the name I chose on becoming bishop of Rome and pastor of the universal Church. I chose to call myself Benedict XVI ideally as a link to the venerated Pontiff, Benedict XV, who guided the Church through the turbulent times of the First World War. He was a true and courageous prophet of peace who struggled strenuously and bravely, first to avoid the drama of war and then to limit its terrible consequences. In his footsteps I place my ministry, in the service of reconciliation and harmony between peoples, profoundly convinced that the great good of peace is above all a gift of God, a fragile and precious gift to be invoked, safeguarded and constructed, day after day and with everyone's contribution.

 

  "The name Benedict also evokes the extraordinary figure of the great 'patriarch of western monasticism,' St. Benedict of Norcia, co-patron of Europe with Cyril and Methodius. The progressive expansion of the Benedictine Order which he founded exercised an enormous influence on the spread of Christianity throughout the European continent. For this reason, St. Benedict is much venerated in Germany, and especially in Bavaria, my own land of origin; he constitutes a fundamental point of reference for the unity of Europe and a powerful call to the irrefutable Christian roots of European culture and civilization."

 

  The Pope appealed to St. Benedict for help "to hold firm Christ's central position in our lives. May he always be first in our thoughts and in all our activities!"
Visit the Vatican’s website – www.vatican.va or subscribe to Vatican Information Service (free) for daily news bulletins.  Access via the Vatican Website
_________________________________________________________________________
He will be with you for ever…   From a bishop who spent thirteen years in prison

I dream of a Church that is the Holy Door, always open, embracing all, full of compassion, that understands the pains and sufferings of humanity, protecting, consoling and guiding all people to the Loving Father…

     I wear this cross and chain daily not because they remind me of prison, but because they represent a profound conviction and a constant reference point for me: only Christian love can change hearts. 

Cardinal Francis Zavier Nguyen Van Thuan (1928-2002)  

READINGS
First Reading:  Acts 8:5-8,14-17– Philip proclaims the good news of Christ to the Samaritans.  They accept the message with joy and are baptised.
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Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:15-18-  Writing during persecution, Peter advises Christians to be able to explain their faith and to live blameless lives, but to be prepared to suffer.
Gospel: John 14:15-21– Jesus promises that the Spirit will be sent on all who love him and that they will be united with him, who is one with his Father.
Next Week:  Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11, Eph 1:17-23, Mt 28:16-20
Feast Days this Week

St Athanasius, bishop, doctor- Mon 2 May
Sts Philip and James, apostles – Tues 3 May   

HOLY HOUR AND BENEDICTION this Thurs 5 May, 8-9pm – including Rosary, prayers, hymns, and scripture reading. All welcome!  
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION NEXT FRIDAY from after the 6.45am Mass to 11.45am. Please come and pray during this year of the Eucharist.

FIRST FRIDAY MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK will take place next Friday 6 May at 12noon followed by a light lunch in the Marian Centre.  All welcome!  If you can help with transport (drivers needed) or by providing sandwiches, it will be greatly appreciated.  Contact:  Kerry Hearne 9484 6894.

Next Friday, the School has arranged for Mothers’ Day celebrations incl at the 6.45 am Mass and a Liturgy at 9.15 am. Exposition will be disrupted between 9 am and 10 am.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2005:  

   Week1  - We Gather:  People gather together for many different reasons, however the times we probably cherish the most are usually when we can celebrate with our family on special occasions.  Just think of the preparations, the feelings, the food and the memories that you and your family keep during these times?  Do you have these feelings when you gather for Mass?  Why or why not?  Mass is a very special occasion for God’s family to gather and celebrate.  As community we come together to celebrate Christ’s presence in our lives and share a meal week after week.  Do we come to Mass ready to celebrate?  Maybe it is time to for us to take a closer look at how WE celebrate the Mass.  “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20       

CHAT, Craft &…?  Come Friday 13 May with conversation, craft and anything else you think will contribute to building up St Bernadette’s community. 10am-2pm in the Church Hall.  If staying on after lunch – BYO.  Gold coin donation.  Enquiries Sandra 9680 1881 or Janice 9484 3127.

THIS WEEKEND ONLY! All editions of the ENTERTAINMENT BOOK 2005/2006 will be available for purchase from the Church foyer after all masses.  Checkout the best savings book around that you can use for hundreds of restaurants, accommodation, fast food outlets, movie tickets, gifts, dry cleaning, theme parks, recreation/leisure activities and more!  This book also makes the ideal gift for friends and family.  Let everybody know about it!  Parramatta/Hills edition $50 and Sydney or Sydney North editions $60.  Regional, interstate and overseas editions are also available upon request.  Payments by cash, cheque or credit card accepted and books will still be available from the parish office after today (contact Alice 9634 2622).  All proceeds from this book supports our parish LIFE TEEN Youth Ministry – Leading Teens Closer To Christ. 

98 Parishioners said “I CARE” – They are the people who have registered for the May 21-22 Relay for Life in the Castle Hill Showground.  Remember, even if you cannot make it to the event, express your care and support for those affected by cancer by registering your name and buying a shirt for $11.  Let’s make this community event our own heartfelt parish outreach.  Flyers and forms are in the foyer today! 
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CaFE - That time is here again when we enjoy the CaFE experience.  We begin this Tuesday 3rd May 7.45pm and Wednesday 4th May 10am in the Parish Hall.  The topic this week is:

· Knowing the Father's Love 

All welcome including non Catholics.  Invite as many friends as you like to our parish series.  Share great table conversation over a glass of wine, cup of coffee or tea.  Gold coin donation.  Enq. John & Jeannette 9899 4727
FAMILY GROUP MOVEMENT – after the 9am Mass today, tea/coffee will be provided by the Ching Family Group.  If you would like to know more about Family Groups please make yourself known to one of our members or take a form from the church foyer.
PROJECT COMPASSION — Please return your Project Compassion boxes so that we can finalise this.
WELCOMING GROUP will meet next Tues 3 May, 7.30pm, Parish House.
Congratulations to Ella Jade Hammond and Harper Rose Kingsley who were baptised at St Bernadette’s last Sunday.

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY  - This week’s edition features the installation of Pope Benedict XVI.  The issue contains 12-page souvenir wraparound special with photos, reports, historical references and the full text of Pope Benedict’s homily.  In each paper, too, readers will find a glossy portrait of the new pope.  This will be suitable for framing.  To defray the costs of printing and distribution, the cover price will rise to $2 for one week only.
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…events for ALL Parishioners
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WARPP is on again Friday 13 May 7:30-8:30pm in the Church!  We present “B is for…” with Sr Judy who is still keeping everything hush hush but no doubt it will be another interesting night!  Filled with great music, talks and reflections, don’t miss this unique experience of everything that is WARPP.  Not sure what it is all about?  Well come along and find out!  Don’t forget we also farewell 3 of our original team members on this night as well as celebrating 3 years of WARPP.  Suitable for all ages – we hope to see you there!  

LIFE TEEN SUPPER FOR EVERYONE is available outside the hall after the 6pm LIFE TEEN Parish Youth Mass most Sundays.  Come grab a bite to eat, have a drink and take the time to get to know someone from your Christian family who you may not know yet.  There will be no supper next Sunday as we are encouraging everyone to spend some time with their mother.    

Lord, save me from your believers! (Sirach 2:15) - LIFE TEEN: SPREAD THE WORD – Funny how the biggest hurdles in our faith journey come from people we see as “Christians” – does that come from us too?  Checkout the notice board today.
A huge thank you to Mayfair Fine Foods, Cantarella Brothers, Nando’s Chicken and Mediterranean Kitchen for their regular donations for the LIFE TEEN Supper.  

… events & news for 
Youth & Young Adults

“In the Flesh”  LIFE Nights Winter Camp for yr 9-12 will be Friday night July 1st through to Sunday night July 3rd.  Information and registration forms are available in the foyer.  

“E.K.O.S.A.I.R.” Into LIFE Winter Camp for yr 6-8 will be Mon July 4th through to Wed July 6th.  Information and registration forms are available in the foyer.  Yr 6 will be invited to come to the Wednesday night Into LIFE after the camp (term 3).  

Into LIFE for any high school teens in yr 7 or 8!  Join us this Wednesday, 7-8:30pm, in the Parish hall for games and activities.  Please bring $2 for chips, drinks and lollies.

LIFE Night for any high school teens in yr 9-12!  Foundations!!!  You will need strength, strategy, skill and a strong mind to get through this LIFE Night.  We are joined by visitors from Manly Vale Parish tonight.  There is no LIFE Night next week as we are encouraging all teens to spend some quality time with their Mum after the LIFE TEEN Mass.  

LIFE Rocks for Young Adults!  Resumes tonight with “Breaking the Da Vinci Code – Part II” (not what was printed last week).  Sorry about the lack of notice but we hope you will join us.  Daniel continues with a challenging and insightful approach to this topic – you don’t want to miss it!  No need to have been to part 1 or to have read the book.  Anyone who has left school and Year 12s are welcome to join us.  7:30 – 8:30pm in the Marian Centre.    

CATHOLIC OUTLOOK is also available this weekend, and also includes topics on Benedict XVI and Diocesan issues.  
ST BERNADETTE’S PLAYGROUP welcomes families with children 0-5 years to come along and meet other families and children in the parish.  Please contact Colleen Baguley on 9894 7038 or Andrea McDonald on 9659 1140 for more information.
ST BERNADETTE’S SOCCER CLUB – Please refer to the new website at www.sbsoccerclub.org for all the latest news, games and events within the Soccer Club.

The Gospel of Matthew: (In conjunction with CCD)

Presenter: Fr. John McSweeney.  Date: Wednesday Evening 

May 11, 25 June 1, 8, 22, 29.  Time: 6.30 pm – 9 pm.  Cost: $60.00.  Venue: Institute for Mission, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown.  Booking Essential    Phone: 9831 4911

POSITION VACANT:  ‘DIOCESAN YOUTH CO-ORDINATOR’  The Youth Apostolate Parramatta is seeking a new, full-time Youth Co-ordinator who will be responsible to the Bishop for supporting the development of the parish-based Youth Apostolate and implementing the Diocesan Youth Strategic Plan. Details: Maureen Sewell tel (02) 9683 6277.  Applications close on Monday 9 May 2005.
Please pray for  John Paul II, and Ken Hoare who died recently, and for Yama Go, Charles Davis and John Kilby whose anniversaries occur at this time and for the Holy Souls.
Prayers for the sick:  Bart Daley, Elizabeth Gavin, Clyde Cranny, Lee Lonard, Nicole Sheffield, Philip Camilleri, Lesley Carroll, Iris Rodriquez, Eric Eaton, Sarah Moraschi, Kylie Taylor, Michael Clarke, Floricita Gomez-Smith, Daniel Jernazian, James Boyd, Josephine Wilson, Nestor Mina, Paul Griffin, and sick members of Castle Hill SVDP, Marie Pearson, Jacinta Pearson, John Smith, Larissa O’Callaghan, Evi Barbosa, Iris Henderson, Filippo Muratore, Celia Estacio, May McMartin, Lesley Swaddling, Fr Raymond Lyons, the Martin Family, John Bryce, Gillian O’Brien, Gina Vella, See Seng Lorenzo, Joe Grca, Adeline Chong, Gertrude Graczyk, Michael Galvin, Richard Tarlinton, Brian Johnson, Frank Holtom, Andrew Cauchi, Maureen Papas, Doris Brauer
CATHOLIC IDENTITY OF OUR SCHOOLS

The Bishop has approved a discussion paper, The Catholic identity of Our Schools as part of a broad strategy intended to stimulate widespread reflection and discussion on the purpose and nature of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Parramatta. The discussion paper was printed in the April edition of Catholic OUTLOOK, is posted on the Parramatta Catholic Schools Office website. Some copies are available from the parish office for those who wish to be part of a colloquium which will be held later. If you are interested in this issue, please contact Fr Wim.
DIVINE OFFICE IN CHURCH

Do you pray the Divine Office? Have you ever wanted to pray the Divine Office? We are seeking  parishioners who would be interested in praying Morning Prayer of the Divine Office at an appropriate time after 9.15am Mass on weekdays. Would you like to learn about this beautiful prayer of the Church? All welcome. Further details Maria D'Urso 9680 2897  
	6.00 PM PARISH LIFETEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER – May 8 

	Eucharistic Ministers
	Adult Servers
	Ushers
	Musos
	Musos

	Christian De Stoop
	Michael Smith
	Glen Ferry
	Alice Sahabu
	Sarah Ashton

	Emily Stone
	Tiffany Smith
	
	Alistair Schultz-Singh
	Simon McCartney

	Emma Fayyad
	Altar Servers
	Tea & Coffee Service
	Annabel Irawan
	Suzannah Ferry

	Fay Fayyad
	S9
	No supper
	Belinda Lee
	Veronica Sahabu

	Julia Calixto
	Projectionists
	Supper Service
	Ben Ferry
	

	Lorraine Mutukisna
	Konrad Wehinger
	Mother’s Day -
	Cass Dickinson
	

	Michelle Edmonds
	Richard Austin
	No Supper
	Chris Chidiac
	

	Oscar Aguilera
	Welcomers
	
	Clare Dickinson
	

	Ursula Traynor
	Brian Price
	Supper Clean Up
	Daniel Ang
	

	Vanessa Muscat
	Callum Price
	No supper
	Jacqueline McDonald
	

	Lectors
	Lily Price
	
	Lisa Muscat
	

	Gillian Pak
	Margaret Purcell
	
	Matthew Ashton
	

	Greg Kinkade
	
	
	Michael McCartney
	

	Josh Lee
	
	
	Monnii O’Callaghan
	


St Bernadette’s Parish Community

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, NSW 2154

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au

Parish Staff



Mass Times for this Week 
Fr Wim Hoekstra, Parish Priest


Sunday 
Sat 
6.00pm 

Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest



Sun 
7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am

Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate



& 6.00pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass
Miss Alice Sahabu, Sacramental Co-ordinator 
Weekdays        Mon 

6.45am
Mr Sean Finucane, Youth Minister  



Tue

6.45am 
Miss Theresa Clasquin, Into LIFE Youth Minister
 

Wed

6.45am, 9.15am

Mrs Carla Knox, Parish Secretary




Thu

6.45am, 9.15am
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance)


First Fri

6.45am, 12noon
Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator   


Sat

8.00am



Reconciliation    Sat
8.30am – 9.00am; 4.30pm-5.30pm
Baptisms and Marriages:  By appointment only.  Contact the Parish House
St Bernadette’s Parish School:  Mr Ted Langford, Principal 9634 2898
ROSTERS FOR WEEKEND – May 7 - 8
	
ACOLYTE / SERVERS
	LECTORS
	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

OF COMMUNION

	SAT 6.00PM

John Gulczinski
S10
	Sue Calabrese
Amanda Aitken 

	Kym Holden, David Ison, Robert Ison, Alf Jacobs, Carmel James, Stephen  & Janice McMahon, Mary McMahon, 


	7.30AM    

Zeno Hong   
S6
	Yolanda Colosimo
Joyan Fife  
	Hilary Burton      
Peter Grace 

	9.00AM    

Joe Josue 
S7
	Angela Crowe
Nanette D’Arcy
	Bernard Braithwaite, Angela Crowe, Jeff Davis, 
Jocelyn Donovan.  


	10.30AM    

Budi Kawiadji  
S8
	Bill Gleeson    
Elizabeth Fogolin
	Marion McDonald, Mila Mina, Michael Puckeridge, Vivian Raz, Rosary Roco, Barbara Shannon, Tony & Wendy Smith, Wendy Stone.  


	CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Mother’s Day – 
No Children’s Liturgy 
FLOWER ROSTER

Margaret Griffin

	GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS

Mercedes Pisano, Kym Holden, David O’Hearn, Lyn Lindsey, Jennifer Blacklock.
COUNTING (1st Collection)

Barry Halpin 
Gladys Tsang 
	COUNTING (2nd Collection)

Karl Procter, Anne Cheung, Elsa Brazel, 

John De Brincat, Joe Morgan.
BOOKSHOP 

Marianne Holohan/Heather Woods/Bernadette Logue/Wendy Stone/Margaret Purcell
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