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The Massabielle
The Weekly Newsletter of St Bernadette’s 
Parish Community, Castle Hill, NSW
APRIL 1-2, 2006 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT   
Issue Number 146
Project Compassion – Week 5: 
Reaching out to HIV and AIDS 
affected families in PNG
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Judy is a mother of five living in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea (PNG). She contracted HIV from her husband in 1997. Nine years ago her husband told her that he intended to take another wife.
In the Highlands of Papua New Guinea it is customary for a man to take many wives. Judy disagreed with her husband, and after much arguing and violence, he left Judy and their children and went off with a new wife. Many months later he returned suffering from diarrhoea and rashes. Judy took him to the hospital but no one knew what was wrong. Finally he was tested for HIV and found to be positive.
“At first I was very angry. I didn’t expect that HIV/AIDS would come into my home but I knew that I had to put that aside and look after my husband”, she said.
Judy was then tested for HIV and found that she was also HIV positive. At that time no counselling was available for people diagnosed with HIV or their families. “I just had the test and they told me that I had HIV. They did not tell me what that meant, they just sent me away”, she said.

Judy’s husband died of HIV/AIDS in 1998. Sadly, Judy’s story is an increasingly common one in Papua New Guinea. While there are no accurate statistics, some estimates claim that the infection rate is between 3 – 5 per cent and growing.

Since Judy’s husband died, more information about HIV/AIDS has been made available to the public. However, the stigma attached to it remains. Fighting illness and discrimination, while struggling to look after her family, Judy wanted to help other people in a similar position to hers.

“I knew what it was like to have HIV so I started going to schools, churches and community groups to increase awareness about HIV and then I trained to be a counsellor.

In June 2004, the Holy Spirit Sisters, with support from Caritas Australia, opened the Bethany Centre where people at risk of contracting HIV can receive counselling and be tested for the virus.

Following pre-test counselling, using rapid test strips, a result can be obtained in 15 minutes. People are encouraged to come in early to be tested if they are at risk, so they can turn their lives around through good nutrition, treatment of opportunistic illnesses and behavioural change, thereby minimising the spread of the virus.

Judy works at the Bethany Centre in Papua New Guinea, providing counselling and support to people with HIV/AIDS, their families and friends as well as raising awareness in the wider community.They are part of a team working towards combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.

“I am just a mother but I try my best”,  Judy said. 

Your donation to Project Compassion will ensure this support for people living with HIV continues.

----------------------

NEXT WEEK - SPEND ONE HOUR WITH OUR LORD
COULD YOU NOT WATCH 

ONE HOUR WITH ME?

24 hrs of EUCHARISTIC ADORATION in reparation for our sins - ST BERNADETTE’S CATHOLIC PARISH, CASTLE HILL 

Commencing:
FRI 7th APRIL from 7:15 a.m.   Concluding:
SAT 8th APRIL at 8 a.m. with Mass
ENQUIRIES  To advise your preferred hours contact..
  Grace Zambrano……Home:  9634 5690

                                     Mobile:  0431 971 575

            E-mail:gracia.zambrano@optusnet.com.au

  Monica Guy……….…Home:  9899 2027

READINGS …..
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First Reading  Jeremiah 31:31-34   God promises to place divine love and knowledge in the hearts of his people, so they can receive forgiveness.  
Second Reading  Hebrews 5:7-9  Jesus is shown pleading on our behalf, and becoming for us the source of eternal life.   
Gospel   John 12:20-33   The hour has come for Jesus to offer himself as a sacrifice, in loving obedience to the Father 
Next week Passion (Palm) Sunday - Year B
Entrance:  Mk 11:1-10
Is 50:4-7, Phil 2:6-11, Mk 14:1-15:47

HOLY HOUR with BENEDICTION In spiritual preparation for Holy Week there will be the sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary and Readings related to the Passion of Christ.  Also Hymns and Prayers.  Thurs 6 April, 8-9pm.
THERE WILL BE NO 9.15AM MASS NEXT FRIDAY.

FIRST FRIDAY MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK will take place next Friday 7 April at 12noon followed by a light lunch in the Marian Centre.  All welcome!  If you can help with transport (drivers needed) or by providing sandwiches, it will be greatly appreciated.  Contact:  Kerry Hearne 9484 6894.
EASTER TIMETABLE available at the doors.
COMMUNION MINISTERS NEEDED FOR HOLY THURSDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY:  If you are able to assist at the Holy Thursday Mass or the Good Friday Service, please write your name on the list in Church foyer.
RCIA will be meeting on Wed 5 April.  
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2006:  THANK YOU to everyone who assisted us in preparing the kits ready for our First Communion programme – your help (and patience!) was much appreciated.  Our parish preparation programme will commence at the start of Term 2.  Please keep all of the parish children and their families in your prayers during this time.  

Congratulations to Amelia Harvie, Marissa Lonsdale, Kieran Patole, Thomas Askitis, Caitlyn Askitis, Nicholas Biason, Kyle Pace, Bronte Williamson and Olivia Hill who were baptised last Sunday at St Bernadette’s.
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS – the brand new edition will be available after Easter.  Pre-order your book now and receive an extra 6 vouchers that you can use straight away!  This is the best savings book you will own and don’t forget that all vouchers can be used from now until June 1, 2007!  Parramatta/Hills is still $50, Sydney North and Sydney editions $60.  Contact Alice at the Parish Office 9634 2622.
MARIAN CENTRE PLANS   Revised plans for the Marian Centre are now on the noticeboard in the foyer. Among the changes is a proposed accessible toilet (from the outside), re-arrangement of steps from the Church to the Marian centre, and new store area in the Marian centre.

     If you have any comments, please put them in writing and place them in the box next to the display.
The Sisters of Mercy, Parramatta 
wish to express our gratitude to Fr Wim 
and the Parishioners of St Bernadette’s on the occasion of
 Sr Judy’s Perpetual Profession  last Saturday.
Your hospitality and your joyful participation
 in the ceremony was an inspiration to us all.  
God’s mercy lasts from age to age.
                                               Sr Ailsa Mackinnon RSM

Since the day I arrived at St Bernadette’s I have felt welcome, so to be able to celebrate my final profession with you was a privilege and a delight. Without the support of Fr Wim, the ceremony couldn’t have taken place in the parish—thank you Fr Wim.

As it would take a life-time to thank you individually, will you please accept this as my thanks for the many ways you enriched the day by your presence, your prayers, the wonderful afternoon tea and the generosity of your gifts? 

I pray we may continue to walk together—and please know how life-giving I find my journey with you. Thank you priests, parish team and parishioners of St Bernadette’s.

                                                                      Sr Judy rsm
CHAT, Craft &…?  Every 2nd & 4th Fridays of the month.  Next Meeting will be on Tues 11 April due to Good Friday.  Conversation, craft 10am-2pm in the Marian Centre.  BYO lunch.  Gold coin donation.  Enquiries: Ellen      9634 7276, Sandra 9680 1881.
· CONTRIBUTIONS BY BANKCARD  Could parishioners who presently donate by Bankcard, please inform the office when their details change, it would be greatly appreciated.

· CREDIT CARDS DETIALS  The Expiry Date on Credit Cards forms part of its identification.  If you are issued with a new card, please pass on the details to the Parish Office.

THE 2006 RELAY FOR LIFE is set for the weekend of May 20/21. Mark your diaries now, as this heartfelt 24-hour event will be the biggest and most meaningful yet. Enquiries: Monica O'Callaghan 9620 4415, Tina Muscat 9651 2620, Monica Wehinger 9894 9323. Show we Care!  
READERS WORKSHOPS  – SATURDAY, 13 MAY, 2006

All readers and commentators are expected to attend one of two workshops on “Reading the Word of God” presented by Julie Kelly, from the Diocesan Office on May 13, 2006. The workshops will begin in the hall and move to the Church. The times of the workshops are 10.30am to 12.30pm, repeated 1.30pm to 3.30pm. This workshop is for all who read on weekdays as well as those who read on Sundays, including the Parish LIFE TEEN Mass readers.

LIFE BEGINS AT 50 … Cards/Mah Jong Friday 7 April, 7.30pm Howard & Marie's.  Please ring 9899 8983 to confirm.  Movie night - Church Hall 7pm Sat 22 April.  BYO nibbles. Gold coin donation Contact Howard 98998983
WELCOMING GROUP MONTHLY MEETING next Tues 4 April, 7.30pm, Parish House.

PARISH BOOKSHOP - Now in stock “St Paul Sunday Missal 2006”, new children’s book “Prayers I Pray” and books for Lent.
BITS ‘N PIECES — Congratulations to Budi & Juju Kawiadji on their 20th Wedding Anniversary.   
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…events and news for ALL Parishioners…

LIFE TEEN SUPPER FOR EVERYONE is taking a break due to the Passion Play practise.  It will return after Easter.  
Know all the holidays? (Psalms 118:24) - LIFE TEEN: SPREAD THE WORD – Ooops!  It’s now up on the church notice board.
A huge thank you to Mayfair Fine Foods, Cantarella Brothers, Nando’s Chicken, Primo Small Goods, Nonna’s Bakery and Mediterranean Kitchen for their regular donations to our LIFE TEEN Supper.  We also thank all the parishioners who have been bringing a plate to supper.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  
…events and news for Youth & Young Adults…

What would it have been like to be one of Jesus’ disciples and to have travelled with him?  Does Jesus still call people to be his disciples today?  We think so and we would like to invite any teens and young adults (yr 10+) who would like to go on a journey of discipleship on April 18-21 to contact your Youth Minister.  

LIFE TEEN Stations of the Cross ‘Passion Play’ 2006:  We invite any high school teens or young adults who wish to be a part of this years Passion Play (Apr 14th @ 9:30am and 12 noon) to contact your Youth Minister.  Practices begin this Sunday and continue over the next 2 Sunday evenings (Mar 26, Apr 2 & 9), 7:20-8:45pm and you will need to attend all 3 practices.  
Into LIFE for any high school teens in yr 7 or 8!  Join us this Wednesday, 7-8:30pm, in the Parish hall for games and activities.  Please bring $2 for Project Compassion.  
LIFE Night for any high school teens in yr 9-12!  Rehearsal for the Passion Play begin tonight and we hope all teens get involved.  LIFE Nights will return after Easter

LIFE Rocks for Young Adults – Tonight, rehearsal for the Passion Play.  Returns next term with the opening of the LIFE Lounge on Sunday 30th April!
Looking for a great website for teens and young adults?  Look no further - www.lifeteen.com.  If you want to know what’s on for youth and young adults at St Bernadette’s check out our parish youth Website www.lifeteenaustralia.com, or contact Sean or Alice at the Parish House on 9634 2622 or email youth@stbernadette.org.au.  


POSITION VACANT:  The position of Assistant Secretary at St Michael’s Parish, Baulkham Hills is vacant. Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for this position. It is for 18 hours per week – preferably Monday, Wednesday and Friday,   8:45am to 2:45pm. (Days are negotiable) Duties include assisting the Parish Secretary on these days in answering telephone and door enquiries as well as preparing the weekly Parish Bulletin, weekday Mass sheets and special occasion publications as required.  Essential qualifications are good people skills; excellent computer skills in Microsoft Office especially in using Microsoft Publisher and Powerpoint presentation.  Further details or to apply for this position, please telephone          Fr Mick  - 9639 0598.
LITURGY CORNER

“Indeed (the faithful) form one body … Out of the gestures and postures observed in common by the faithful, this unity beautifully appears” (GIRM 96). When we gather for our Sunday Mass we do not come simply as “a single grain”; rather we come to be the graced Body of Christ. Our ritual constantly invites us to move beyond our single self to be united. We may come as individuals, but we each must express the “the beautiful unity” which has been achieved by Christ’s being raised on the cross. Throughout our celebration we witness to that unity by our voices in song, our attentive hearing to The Word, our standing together and in our common participation at the Lord’s table. So we pray God to “change our selfishness into self-giving”.  

                                                                                                 The Summit
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION – Come along on a six week journey starting Thurs 6 April, 10am at St Matthew’s Uniting Church, Charles St, Baulkham Hills. Christian Meditation is ecumenical and follows the Benedictine monk, John Main. Contact: Maria Baden 9680 2220.

SPIRITUALITY IN THE PUB  — TUES April 11 - 7.30-9 pm at THE MEAN FIDDLER Rouse Hill.   GENETICS AND ETHICS: THE CHALLENGE OF  SCIENCE AND RELIGION  - Speaker 1: Gabrielle O’Sullivan (PhD, University of London). Senior scientist at RPA, working in the area of gene technology regulation. Also a research associate, working in the area of ethics and genetics. Co-Edited “The Ethics of Inheritable Genetic Modification – A Dividing Line”.  Speaker 2:  Dr. Bernadette Tobin, Director of the John Plunkett Ethics Centre.  
PRE-RCIA PROGRAMME – Are there any of your friends, relatives, or anyone you know who are interested in learning about Catholicism?  Kerygma Fellowship group offers a home based Pre-RCIA program. We have facilitators who can speak Mandarin, Cantonese, Fookien, Indonesian, and English. For details call: Yolanda - 9894-6363; Winnie 0404-067-328; Alex 0417-234-329.

Please pray for Genevieve DePalo and Ian Tasker who died recently, and for Anthony Hirudhayaswamy, James Joseph Mooney, Darcy & Connie Smith and John James Shanahan whose anniversaries occur about this time.
Prayers for the sick:  Bart Daley, Elizabeth Gavin, Clyde Cranny, Lee Lonard, Nicole Sheffield, Lesley Carroll, Iris Rodriquez, Sarah Moraschi, Kylie Taylor, Daniel Jernazian, James Boyd, Josephine Wilson, Paul Griffin, sick members of Castle Hill SVDP, Marie Pearson, Jacinta Pearson, John Smith, Larissa O’Callaghan, Evi Barbosa, Iris Henderson, Celia Estacio, May McMartin, Lesley Swaddling, Fr Raymond Lyons, Martin Family, Gillian O’Brien, Gina Vella, See Seng Lorenzo, Michael Galvin, Brian Johnson, Andrew Cauchi, Victor Mahoney, Marguerite Topolynski, Cathy Clancy, Bob Clarke, Rita Dwyer, Michael Ryan, Robert & Jenny Brisbane, Lisa Boaro, Theresa Lobo, Nene Manguerra, Tricia Batongbacal, Gabriel, Anne Everingham, Frank Bryce, Agnes Ryan, Carlo Aloschi, Mariee Annette Biegelke, Michael York, Bib Villanueva, Gerard Vasta, Kath Went, Susie Marks, Fr David Vaughan, Fr John McCaffery, Trish Lucas, Tess Anderson, Kevin Damyon.
	
ACOLYTE / SERVERS
	LECTORS
	EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

OF COMMUNION

	SAT 6.00PM
John Stone        
S4 
	Passion Sunday 
Special Roster
	Annarita Mezger, Maureen & Ray Scully, Rita Tasker, 

Connie Tierney, Helen Wintle, Joe Zammit.  


	7.30AM
John Townsend
S5 
	
	Peter & Rose Huby, Geraldine & Gerard Kearney,
Carmel & Paul Moriarty.  



	9AM
Tim Lee 
S1
	 
	Angela Stenglin, Patricia Williams, Lucille Wilson, 

Howard Woodward, Janice Bonaccorso, Marica Bosen,  

Shane Robinson, Rosalind Yeo, Elizabeth Vasta.


	10.30AM

John Gulczynski
S2
	 
	Edward Antony, Pauline Camilleri, Dorothy Finucane,     Elizabeth Fogolin, Philip Golamco, Crystal Good,             Margaret Hawkes, Delma Horan, Winnie & Henry Li.



	6.00PM PARISH LIFETEEN YOUTH MASS MINISTRY ROSTER – April 9    

	Extraordinary Ministers
	Lectors
	Ushers
	Altar Preparation
	Musos

	of Communion
	Greg Kinkade
	Glen Ferry
	Josh Becker
	Michael McCartney

	Alfonso Aguilera
	Josh Lee
	
	Gift Preparation
	Monnii O’Callaghan

	Annalyce Hangan
	Mitchell Waters
	Tea & Coffee Service
	Cassie Knezevic
	Sarah Ashton

	Fay Fayyad
	Altar Servers
	
	
	Sheridan Rynne

	Julia Calixto
	S3
	Supper Service
	Musos
	Simon McCartney

	Lorraine Mutukisna
	Projectionists
	Vita Aloschi
	Alice Sahabu
	Suzannah Ferry

	Maria Aguilera
	Konrad Wehinger
	
	Annabel Irawan
	Veronica Sahabu

	Mark Zareba
	Richard Austin
	
	Ben Ferry
	

	Ros Knezevic
	Welcomers
	Supper Clean Up
	Clare Dickinson
	

	Tina Muscat
	
	Debbie Brewer
	Daniel Ang
	

	Vanessa Muscat
	
	
	Jacqueline McDonald
	

	Adult Servers
	
	
	Larissa O’Callaghan
	

	Michael Smith
	
	
	Lisa Muscat
	

	Tim Bywater
	
	
	Matthew Ashton
	

	CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Passion (Palm) Sunday – no Children’s Liturgy
FLOWER ROSTER

Tess De la Concepcion

	GOD’S HOUSEKEEPERS

Marjorie Anderson, Marion Heron,
Caroline Higgins, Emily De Leon
COUNTING (1st Collection) 
Barry Halpin     

Gladys Tsang 
	COUNTING (2nd Collection)  
Campion Fernando, John McDermott, 

Barrie Waters, Aaron Cauchi
BOOKSHOP 

Marianne Holohan / Rose Huby / Bernadette Logue / Jan Harrild / Caroline Wooster


St Bernadette’s Parish Community

Parish House, 367 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, NSW 2154

Telephone 9634 2622    Fax 9899 3511    Email: admin@stbernadette.org.au
Web page: http://www.stbernadette.org.au 
Parish Staff



Mass Times for this Week 
Fr Wim Hoekstra, Parish Priest


Sunday 
Sat 
6.00pm 

Fr Eugene Szondi, Assistant Priest



Sun 
7.30am, 9.00am, 10.30am

Sr Judy McLeod, rsm, Pastoral Associate



& 6.00pm Parish LIFE TEEN Youth Mass
Miss Alice Sahabu, Sacramental Co-ordinator 
Weekdays        Mon 

6.45am  
Mr Sean Finucane, Youth Minister  



Tue

6.45am
Mrs Carla Knox, Parish Secretary (Mon, Wed-Fri)
 
Wed 
   
6.45am & 9.15am 
Mrs Monica Rubic, Parish Secretary (Finance: Mon-Thu)

Thu

6.45am & 9.15am
 
Mrs Annarita Mezger, Parish Secretary (Tue & Fri)

First Fri

6.45am & 12noon
 Mr Michael Watson, Maintenance Co-ordinator  


Sat

8.00am 


Reconciliation    Sat  8.30am – 9.00am; 4.30pm – 5.30pm

Baptisms and Marriages:  By appointment only.  Contact the Parish House
St Bernadette’s Parish School:  Mr Ted Langford, Principal 9634 2898
PARISH MINISTRY ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND – April 8 – 9 
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