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Check us out we have made some changes 

Colony Diagnostics 

O
ne of the things that distinguishes a seasoned beekeeper from a beginner is the ability to know the condition of the hive in just a few seconds. When I say that, it sometimes takes the removal of a frame or two before the beekeeper is con​fident of the condition of the hive. So maybe a little longer than a few seconds, but not the minutes and minutes that a beginner needs to take to feel confident of the condition of the hive. What is the difference? Experience. After a bee​keeper has opened and examined a few thousand colonies there are certain tell​tale signs that are picked up-maybe even subconsciously. What are the signs that a beginner should be looking for as indicators of a good, or acceptable, hive condition? The first is the bee flightat the entrance. Here the time of day, year and the temperature will figure into the knowledge equation. But let us say it is fairly early on a cool morning and yet there is good flight. That would indicate a strong colony, and if it is early in the season then the beekeeper should be looking for swarm cells, or other condi​tions that would indicate that the colony should be divided or managed. 

What if you open the cover and im​mediately receive several stings from what used to be a gentle colony? At least two things should come to mind. The first is that the colony has lost its queen and therefore needs attention. The other possibility is that the colony has re​queened itself and the resulting stock is too mean. The colony should be marked for queen replacement with stock from another colony. If a colony is defensive and noisy it is a strong indication that the colony is either queenless or has a virgin queen. The noise also comes with many bees with their scent gland at the tip of the abdomen exposed to give off an aggregation pheromone. This phero​mone helps a virgin return to the right hive. 

One additional possibility is that the colony has been poisoned with insecti​cides. This will also increase the temper of a colony. 

A few rare times I have also seen colonies become quite defensive when their supply of honey becomes danger​ously low. When this happens the colony also will stop rearing brood. If you see a colony that seems to have an abundance of bees but little or no brood, check to see if there is enough food - more than three frames of honey. 

A colony that is a just a little defen​sive, and a little nervous when you open the cover, and also has no brood, may indicate that the queen has been replaced and the young queen has not yet started egg lying. I do not try to find these virgin or young queens. First, they are hard to find and secondly, the workers are more likely to ball, and kill, these queens the more you disturb the colony. So I close them up and mark them to be ex​amined for brood in a few days to a week later. 

Diagnosing winter colony death used to be relatively easy. There were usually two problems. The first was that the colony ran out of food above the cluster and thus starved to death. These colonies had lots of dead bees. The other reason was that the colony did not have enough bees to keep the cluster warm enough and thus the bees just froze to death. These colonies had enough food and just a few bees in the remaining ball of dead bees. Varroa mites have aggra​vated this condition by reducing the lon​gevity of the bees. Sometimes the colony had disease that reduced the-population and thus the reason for too few bees re​sulting in the over-winter death. How do you diagnose this? There is a fairly sim​ple milk test that was developed in the 1940's that helps with this diagnosis. It is known as the Holst Milk Test. The Holst report follows in this Bee+. I personally changed the test to use a glass micro​scope slide with two drops of the milk solution instead of vials, thus speeding up the test. In one drop of milk I put a piece of the scale of a dead larva and mashed it up while stirring the drop of milk. The solution will coagulate in less than a minute if the scale was caused by American Foulbrood disease. The sec​ond drop I used for my un-treated con​trol. The larvae could have died from a number of other reasons so it is helpful to make the test to determine if AFB was the cause and reason to remove the bees​wax combs and sterilize the frames. A queen finding tip. She is often in the top of the brood nest in the morning and the bottom in the afternoon. (It may be temperature related.) The best way to remember is, "Top of the Morning." 

During the honey flow, a good quick diagnosis of a need for honey space is to look between the frames of the top honey super. If the bees are starting to whiten the frames with beeswax then it is time to add another super. With this trick a veteran beekeeper can add a su​per without disturbing the colony much at all. The lack of disturbance will mean that the colony will produce a lot more honey that day. If you make a major dis​turbance to the bees the colony will es​sentially not make any honey for the day. 

I cannot give you new beekeepers year's of experience, but hopefully some of these observations will help. 

Tales From The Lonesome Hive 

E
arth Day, plus one, and I examined the LH well today. I had taken a little peek about a week ago and knew I had a fairly good colony. I was wrong as I have a very good, strong colony. Probably the best Lonesome Hive has been in many years. Maybe the best since varroa ar​rived 20 years ago. 

I wintered the colony in four me​dium depth shallow supers. Two of the boxes were full of honey and the third had quite of bit of honey also. Today most of the honey is gone! However I also have more than twenty frames of brood. (Remember these are % shallow supers.) That much brood takes a lot of honey. It has been reported that it takes a cell of honey to produce one bee, so if I have two boxes of brood I know where the honey went. This is one of the reasons that I have always said that a col​ony needs lots of honey for winter. Not just for winter, but to build up fast in the spring before there is much nectar avail​able. 

I have a little bit of a dilemma. It is still early but the colony is very strong. Thus, I decided to put a nuc on top and start rearing a new queen so the LH can be a good two-queen colony again. It had drones already, or maybe the drones over-wintered. I doubt that so many did but it is possible. In any case, it is early to produce a queen AND get her mated. Yesterday it was 80+ degrees - definitely warm enough to mate a queen. My prob​lem is that I need that kind of weather two weeks from now. Definitely possi​ble, but it still could be difficult. 

Time to order a lot more Half-comb cassettes, as this could be a good year. You would think I am a typical, ever hopeful beekeeper. 
A Simplified Procedure for the American Foulbrood Milk Test 

H. C. Holst, United States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Administration, Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine 

Division of Bee Culture 

The milk test for American foulbrood has been modified as a result of experience in the field and further laboratory development. The revised method is simpler, gives a more definite reading, and eliminates the need for a water bath and thermometer. The following test is intended for the use of in​spectors or large operators having frequent need for an American foul brood test. A note is appended for the use of the method by the beekeeper that might want to perform the test only occasionally. 

Materials needed are: 

1. Skim milk powder 

2. Distilled or tap water 

3. One-dram homeopathic vials 

Reconstituted milk is prepared from the milk powder by adding 4 level tablespoons to the quart of water. It is recommended that the milk be freshly made up the day the test is run, to avoid souring. Various types of water have been used with no unfavorable results. However, if there is any doubt as to the water, the test can be run with a distilled water check, and the results compared. Best results are obtained if the water is warm, but not uncomfortably hot. The test will work, though, at temperature around 50° F. (10° C.) Under such conditions a somewhat slower clearing can be expected. If the wa​ter is cold, it should be warmed. This can easily be done by holding the vial in the hand, if only a few samples are to be run. 

To run the test, place the sample in the vial, and add 20 drops of warm water (about 14 of a vial) and shake. Then add 10 drops of the powdered milk solution, and again shake. If less than an entire scale is available, add 20 drops of water, but reduce the number of drops of milk proportionately. 

There mayor may not be a fine curd after about 5 minutes, but this no longer a significant part of the test. The test is positive if the milky suspension clears which usually occurs within 15 minutes, leav​ing a transparent, pale yellow liquid. Sometimes the clearing is so rapid that a test is definitely positive after 5 minutes. The difference between a liquefied positive test and a negative or check test is very striking if the vials are held to the light. Until familiar with the test as obtained with American foul​brood material, it is adv~sable to have a check vial, with only water and milk suspension, for compari​son. With not-American foulbrood scales the liquid may sometimes become somewhat discolored, but the suspension remains cloudy during the 15 minutes of the test, and the test is considered as negative. 

The test possesses a certain amount of flexibility, that is, it need not be performed in the field, ex​actly as described above. If for some reason the inspector can not or does not choose to run the test immediately, the samples can be placed in the vials, and run later at the laboratory or at home. In fact, successful tests have been run with match-stick samples or ropy material, as are frequently submitted for diagnosis. In these cases only 5 drops of milk were used, since the ropy material is only partly re​moved by this technique. 

Both as a matter of good practice, and also to protect the inspector, he should exercise care in dis​posing of the material in the vial after the test is run. The vials should be washed clean, and boiled for 20 minutes in water before reuse. 

Note: In case only one or a few tests are to be run, add 20 drops of warm water as before, shake, then add 5 drops of whole milk, (skim preferred) shake, and read as above. If less than an entire scale is available, reduce the amount of milk proportionately. For example, if Yi a scale is tested, add only 2-3 drops of milk
April 30, 2007 MICHIGAN FARM NEWS 

COTTAGE FOODS MAY BE EXEMPT FROM LICENSING 

Introduced by Rep. Terry Brown (d-Pigeon) H.B. 4568 would exempt "Cottage Food Operations" from licensing and inspection provisions of the food law. Cottage Food Operations" are persons that produce or package non-potentially hazardous food in a kitchen of that person's primary domestic residence. "Non-potentiality hazardous food includes such things as baked good’s jams, snack food, cereal, granola, dry mixes, etc. Home-canned/low acid or acidified vegetables, food service items, and meat are some of the items considered non-potentially hazardous food, and therefore prohibited from being produced In Cottage Food Operations. 

Products produced in Cottage Food Operations would be required to be labeled "made in a kitchen that has not been Inspected by the Michigan Department of Agriculture" The bill has been referred to the House Judiciary Committee. 

From Dave And Terry
'We really need some help. 'We need some new people to run for office. The need for new ideas & direction is necessarily to take us into the future. 

'We have been busy doing many seminars on beekeeping and have attracted many new beekeeper’s. In this area we always looking for help and expertise. This is an awesome opportunity to get the word out on the importance of beekeeping. 

Because of CCD, the amount of time talking to the media has really been something. 'We are finally getting noticed. NOW lets use it to our advantage and educate the public on the need to buy local honey. 

In May we went to Lansing and testified before the Michigan House Agricultural Committee on the honey bee problem. Mike Hansen was there to add his expertise and did a great job. Thank you for Your help Mike. This meeting came as the result of a meeting set up by Gary Randall with Representative Jeff Mayes of Bay City. A resolution was passed and forwarded to the House of Representatives asking the federal Government for help with this problem. MSU has stepped up and gave Zachary a grant for CCD research. 

If anyone in Michigan feels they had CCD, Please contact Zachary, with details. 

Thank you to Roger Hoopingarner for his monetary gift to MSU to help in the Entomology Dept .. this will help keeping MSU's bee program going and growing. 
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All RSVPs for the Summer MBA Picnic MUST be received by June 8th, 2007. 

Please Call the Klein1s at (989) 865-9377 A.S.A.P. 

Fall MBA Meeting Campers, your reservation MUST be in by September 15th, 2007, 

This is limited to 8 sites. Don't delay, or you will not have a camp site. 

FOR SALE! Bee Equipment, (350) 10 frame deep supers, some with wax foundation and some with plastic foundation. $10.00 each 

If interested in purchasing the entire lot of 350, will throw in all the bottom and hive covers, etc .. 

Pick up in Highland, MI (US-23/M-59 area) 

Interested parties call: Dug Burke @ (248) 889-1917
Calling Young and Old Make us your favorite Cookie 

Must bring 2 Dozen of your favorite Cookie using Michigan Honey with recipe. 

Bring them to the 

Fall MBA Meeting in Midland; Michigan. 

All cookies will be judged by our own expert cookie tasters. 

A prize will be awarded for the best cookie 

All recipes will be put into our new and upcoming recipe folder. 

MICHIGAN BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION MINUTES OF MAY 19,2007 

The regular meeting of the Michigan Beekeepers' Assoc. was called to order at 10:10am by President David Anthony. 

Those present were D. Anthony, T. Klein, J. Wracan, R. Hoopingarder, R. Sutherland, S. Barnes, R. Dunlap, E. Wracan, D. Lam. Those absent were R. Leonard, G. Dunbar, R. Jorgensen, L. Hilbert, B. Pepp. Also Mary Sutherland, Mary Klein, Bill Sirr, and Kelly Dunlap were present. 

Additions to Agenda: R. Sutherland to give report on Master Beekeeper Survey. 

T. Klein to give report on Girls Scouts honey plant planting. 

The minutes of January 20, 2007 were presented. Motion by E. Wracan; second by R. Hoopingarner to accept. Motion carried. 

Treasurer report was given. Copy attached 

Bill List: Bills were presented to Treasurer for payment. 

REPORTS: 

The Spring Meeting at MSU on March 9-10,2007 was giver by J.Wracan .. 

There were 107 members in attendance. 41 new members, 21 non members and 54 spouses. Copies attached. 

Budget report was given by Treasurer R. Hoopengarner. Copy attached. 

D. Anthony, T. Klein and M. Hensen testified before The Michigan House Ag. Committee in Lansing May 16, 2007 where HB-76 was passed. regarding CCD. 

T. Klein reported that the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts are working with Fabers Greenhouse in St. Charles, Mi. in setting up pollination gardens with honey plants. 

R. Suthereland presented a Master Beekeeper Program Certification Survey. 

The survey was conducted at SEMBA Conference on Feb. 17,2007, the ANR Week at MSU Conference on March 9-10, 2007 and through SEMBA Newsletter of Feb., 2007. Copy of survey attached. 

COMMUNICATION: 

Update from American Beekeeping Federation regarding CCD. Copy attached. 

Letter from Daniel Radulovic a Serbia Beekeeper wanting to study beekeeping in United States. Anyone interested, please contact President David Anthony. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Motion by T. Klein to table information regarding African Bees and second by D. Lam​R. Hoopingarner to obtain information. Motion carried. 

.Motion by J. Wracan to add an amendment to HB-4568 to include honey as a non​potentially hazardous food. Second by T. Klein. R. Sutherland to write letter in Rep. T. Brown CD-Pigeon) regarding "Cottage Food Operations". Also, M. Hansen, D. Anthony, T, Klein, B. Sirr will work with maple syrup people to look into Honey House Rules and Regulations. Motion carried. Copy of synopsis attached. 

Motion made by E. Wracan and second by R. Sutherland to charge $25.00 per table to vendors at ANR Week, March, 2008. Motion carried. 

The question was raised if we have a Library of books and tapes. R. Hoopingarner to get list ofDVD's and cost for the next meeting. 

The Tax ill Number was given to persons who ueed it 

NEW BUSINESS 

E. Wracan gave report regarding Fall Meeting to be held at the Midland Valley Plaza Resort October 26-27, 2007. There will be box lunches at a cost of $11.20 per box included with this years package. Package will also include Fri. banquet ticket along with room. The registration fee to attend meeting will be same at Spring Meeting. Members will pay $20.00: non-member will pay $40.00; all spouses will pay $10.00. 

Motion by E. Wracan and second by R. Hoopingarner to have D. Anthony obtain prices for T-Shirts and Sweat Shirts for Beekeeping and have for next meeting. Motion carried. 

Motion by R. Sutherland and second by T. Klein to authorize 1 credit cards each for the MBA President and Treasurer not to exceed $5,000.00. Motion carried. 

Ann Leonard reported on Election Committee. President will be a 2 year position. Vice President will hold office for 1 year. Also District 1,3,5,7 are up for election. Vice​President Richard Leonard is in charge of forming the ballet. If you know of anyone interested or are interested yourself, please contact him. 

Jane Wracan will chair the Beekeeper of the Year Committee. 

Pearl Flickinger and John Hettinga have managed MBA bee yards for sometime. Both requested termination. Scott Barnes and Don Lam have volunteered to take care of these yards. 

The honeysticks are in short supply. D. Anthony requested to purchase them from Glory Bee Foods. Motion by T. Klein and second by R. Hoopingarner to buy from Glory Bee Foods, but to make sure they use only United States honey. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at l2:50pm. 

Respectively submitted, 

Jane Wracan Secretary 

