Franklin District NewsNotes 10-11-2018
Many links are included in this publication.  If you have trouble with the blue link….hold the Ctrl key down and click on the link.
New & Updated items in this issue of NewsNotes:

· Open Enrollment Mtg for Retired Clergy – Pg  4
· Hamloaf Dinner – Pg 4
· Chabadza Reverse Immersion – Pg 5
· Retirees Lunch Deadline – Pg 5
· Dismantling Racism – Pg 6
· Sugarcreek UMW 47th Annual Bazaar – Pg 6
· People Matter Hospitality Training - Pg 7
· Credit Union Holiday Closings – Pg 14
· Disaster Response Update  – Pg 14
· A Way Forward 2019 Process Decided  – Pg 14
· Narrative Budget – Pg 14
· Grant Opportunities – Pg 14
· Ideas for Fall – Pg 14
· 2019 Faith Night at PNC Park– Pg 14



Prayer Concerns: 
-All in the path of Hurricane Michael and care for areas already devastated by hurricanes

-Scott, son of Rev. Julie Applegate (retired), has multiple health issues 

-Oil City Trinity and Oil City Bethel churches at the passing of their pastor, Rev. Don Rudge

-Rev. John Hickman – diagnosed with a brain tumor – his wife Rev. Carol Hickman and their family
-Rev. Walt Hehman who is now at Orchard Manor in Grove City

-Rev. Bruce Merritt, continued recovery from fall that left him paralyzed
-Nathan Storms, son of Rev. Tim & Eileen Storms (retired) has pancreatic cancer
-Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and the WPA Cabinet

-A Way Forward – Listening Post Events & General Conference in February 2019 
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October Birthdays this week: 
11 Eleanor Bartholomew

13 Rev. Deborah Ackley-Killian

15 Mrs. Nan Sheesley

16 Rev. Walt Hehman

October Anniversaries this week:

17 Pastor Cindy & Mrs. Jack Weber


October is Pastor Appreciation Month:
-5 Gifts for Your Pastors for Pastor Appreciation Month (and all the time)
-Five ideas for Pastor Appreciation Month
-What NOT to Get Your Pastor for Pastor Appreciation Month


October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The General Board of Church and Society has created a study to help congregations reflect on what the Bible and The United Methodist Church have to say about domestic violence. Learn more and download study See more in the Conference newsletter. 

UPDATED: WAY TO GO FRANKLIN DISTRICT!!!

Here are the results from the Franklin District UMCOR Cleaning Bucket and Hygiene Kit Competition that ended September 30, 2018. A total of 42 churches collected the following updated amounts plus the New Covenant Charge collected 33 school kits:
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-379 Cleaning Buckets valued at $28,425
-131 Hygiene Kits valued at $1,572
-Monetary donations of $16,292.82
***TOTAL VALUE is $46,289.82
District Superintendent, Rev. Jodie Smith, will be donating $250 to the Eastbrook Mission Barn in honor of Oakland UMC for gathering 90 Cleaning Buckets valued at $6,750!!!
Honorable mentions go to the Methodists United in Faith Charge that raised $6,400.03 and the Polk/East Grove Charge that gathered 75 Cleaning Buckets and raised $684.79 for a total value of $6,309.79.
Cleaning/Flood Buckets and Hygiene Kits are still needed at the East Brook Mission Barn. The supply is low and we encourage the replacement of these buckets and kits by making your contributions or sending your buckets and kits to the Mission Barn. Contact person: Katie Peterson.  


Disaster Response: The invitation to respond to either North or South Carolina has not been issued! Do not respond in any way without an invitation or a designated place to go by a local agency, church, or group.  If you do, you are on your own and not acting in accordance with your ERT training or within the understanding of UMCOR or our Conference Disaster Response Ministries protocol.  How you can help.

Please do not begin the collection of any type of food, water, clothes, supplies, etc. until a specific request has been made. Please allow the local community to manage their disaster response.  
Donate to UMCOR: Donations to the United Methodist Committee on Relief are often the best way to help those affected by flooding and other natural disasters. One hundred percent of your donations go to those in need. Contribute through your local church or at UMCOR.org. 


Nelson Porter & Friends Benefit Concert on Friday, October 12th at 7 pm at Grace United Methodist Church, 350 Front Street, Franklin, PA 16323. A Free Will Offering will be received to help defray the cost of the Dusty Carter funeral. Come out and enjoy the musical talent of our community! 


Dismantling Racism Seminar on Saturday, October 13, 2018 from 9 am to 3 pm with registration at 8:30 am at Roxbury St. Paul’s UM Church, 160 Derby St., Johnstown PA 15905.  The seminar will feature Rev. Sylvia King, a City Council member and pastor of Christ Centered Community Church in Johnstown.  Other speakers: Rev. Dr. Dianne Glave (Conference coordinator of Diversity Development), Rev. Brad Lauster, Rev. Debra Mason and Heather Burtch. Our goal is to raise awareness of cultural and church based racism, thereby making a more welcoming place in church and community.  Flyer attached    .5 CEU’s.
Soup and sandwich lunch with gluten free alternatives.  Cost: $7.00.  Scholarships available.  Make checks payable to Roxbury St. Paul’s UM Church.  Submit registration to: Roxbury St. Paul’s UMC, email: rspumc@atlanticbbn.net, or call 814-535-5049, or fax 536-1038. 



CANCELLED: Franklin District Council will meet on Saturday, October 13th at 10 am at Franklin First UMC.



Kane District Lay Ministry Classes: Fall Session 2018 will be October 13th & 20th Saturdays, 10 am – 4 pm. Contact Chris at Kane.office@wpaumc.org or 814-945-6975. If you take a course in another district, it is your responsibility to send a copy of your certificate of completion to the Franklin District Office.



A Way Forward Task Force - Listening Post Events: This event on the Franklin District is open to Laity and Clergy: - Sunday, October 14, 2018 - 2:30-4:30 - First UMC- 234 Penn St, New Bethlehem, 16242. Top of Form

Click on this link to register and see all locations: https://www.wpaumc.org/A-Way-Forward           Resources 


Fourth Annual Ruck The Bay: Honor local fallen heroes and end Veteran homelessness on Sunday, October 14 at this 10K military style ruck march/walk at Presque Isle State Park. Ruck participants complete the course carrying a loaded ruck sack and will observe memorials honoring local fallen heroes. Participants are encouraged to fill their rucksack with personal care donations for homeless Veterans (such as laundry detergent, trash bags, paper towels, cleaning supplies, twin sheet sets, blankets, pillows, towels and washcloths). This event is open to military personnel and civilians. Proceeds will benefit EUMA’s Liberty House transitional shelter for homeless Veteran men. To register, visit www.ruckthebay.com and stay updated on Facebook @RuckTheBay.

Camping Sunday - Sunday, October 14, 2018. Benefits the Conference Camping and Retreat Ministries.


2018 Clergy College at Jumonville from Sunday, October 14 - Tuesday, October 16, 2018. Led by Rev. Jeff Greenway, Lead Pastor at Reynoldsburg UMC in Ohio.  Topic: “Things Seminary Didn’t Teach Me, but Life in Ministry Has.”    Brochure.  CEU credit available. 
                                                            
                 

Safe Sanctuary Training from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm on Monday October 15, 2018 at Cochran UMC, 206 Griscom Street, Dawson, PA. Presented by Rev. Chris Kindle, Conference Director of Discipleship & Spiritual Formation. Refreshments. Certificates available. No charge. Any questions, call the office at (724)-529-2925.


Be a Mission Ambassador: Applications are being accepted until October 15 for the 2019-20 Mission Ambassador program, which offers an opportunity to travel and learn about mission in a particular area of the world. Learn about the Mission Ambassador program.


Child Protection Seminar: NIxon UMC will host a seminar, “Protecting Children from Child Predators”, at 6:30 p.m., Monday, October 15. There is no cost. Child care will be provided. Download flyer with details.  


Scholarship Fund for Christian Vocation Deadline for the Spring term is Monday, October 15th. Any United Methodist student of the WPA Conference who plans to enter a full-time, church-related vocation and who is in need of financial assistance to further her or his education may apply. Application        Scholarship Pamphlet

 
Next Steps in Eradicating Racism: The National Council of Churches will host its Christian Unity Gathering Monday – Wednesday, October 15-17 at the College Park Marriott Hotel and Conference Center in Hyattsville. The gathering will focus on identifying next steps to create a world without racism. Register


Mandated Reporter Training on Tuesday, October 16, 2018 from 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm at the United Methodist Center - Hickman Room, 1204 Freedom Rd, Cranberry Twp., PA 16066. Who are mandated reporters?  Essentially, mandated reporters are adults who have contact with children through work, practice of a profession or a volunteer position, or attorneys who are affiliated with an agency, institution, organization or other entity who are mandated reporters.  Contact: Chris Kindle at chris.kindle@wpaumc.org
Get details and register.  

New- For Retired Clergy: If you are enrolled in a WPAUMC-sponsored Medicare Plan, you and your spouse are invited to attend an Open Enrollment meeting at the Conference Center-Hickman Room, 1204 Freedom Rd, Cranberry Twp, PA  at 10 am on Wednesday, October 17. Get details. Contact: alexis.soohy@wpaumc.org


[image: image5.emf]Annual Soup Supper on Friday, October 19 starting at 4 pm until the soup is gone at Strattanville UM Church, 401 Main Street, Strattanville. Multiple selections of soup. Also includes bread, crackers, cupcakes, coffee, tea, lemonade and water. Cost $7.00 for Adults and $3.00 ages 6-10. Free for under 5. Take-outs available for $6.00. Sponsored by the N.O.W. Committee. 



Shine, Jesus, Shine: Evangelists John and Christine Zimmerman will lead a Friday – Sunday, October 19-21, 2018 Renewal Weekend at Trinity UMC in Erie. Suzy and Byron Chertik will lead music and the Rev. Chris Kindle speak at the closing session on Sunday morning. Get details and watch video. 


Franklin District Trustees meeting on Saturday, October 20 at the district parsonage at 10 a.m. 


New- Hamloaf Dinner on Saturday, October 20 from 4 – 7 pm at Kennard UM Church, 318 Groover Rd, Greenville. $9.00 donation/Adults $4.00/Children.   Use the attached flyer to help spread the word. Thanks!


Unstoppable Day of Service: Young women age 14-25 are invited to join WPAUMC’s Unstoppable group from 1-4 pm on Saturday, October 20 at the Olive Branch in Wexford. Get details and register


Mission Possible Youth Ministry Leaders Conference on Saturday, October 20 from 8:30 am – 3 pm at Asbury United Methodist Church, 4703 West Ridge Rd, Erie, PA. Featuring Duffy Robbins who has over 40 years in youth ministry. He is a respected author, professor and speaker. Registration is closed.


Laity Sunday 2018 on Sunday, October 21, 2018. 

Tom Golly in Concert on Sunday, October 21 at 6 pm at Harmony-Zelienople United Methodist Church, 123 North Pittsburgh Street, Zelienople, PA. Join us for an evening of Christian worship and fellowship with Tom Golly, an up-and-coming Christian recording artist from Nashville, TN for his “His Name is Jesus” tour. Doors open at 5 pm for the free concert. A freewill offering will be collected. www.tomgollymusic.com.



Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday on October 21. Local churches are urged to use this day in conjunction with Laity Sunday to celebrate those who use their God-given gifts to serve in short-term missions and the ways in which VIM mission teams are deepening our sense of mutuality in our global connection.


New- 2018 Chabadza Reverse Immersion - Laity Academy: As part of the Conference Zimbabwe Partnership, a small group of United Methodist laity from Zimbabwe will present a one evening Lay Academy at three different locations around Western Pennsylvania. The events are offered in the spirit of Chabadza, a community spirit of coming along-side someone who is already at work. Each evening will include presentations on Evangelism, Discipleship and Class Meetings from a Zimbabwean perspective, sharing ideas and practices that have led to growth there.  

The same Academy program will be offered from 5-8:30 pm in three locations, and will include a light meal, fellowship and discussion. NO COST. Register and choose your location.  The locations are:
· Monday, October 22, 2018- Glenwood UMC, Erie, PA

· Wednesday October 24, 2018- Calvary UMC, Pittsburgh, PA 

· Thursday October 25, 2018- Calvary UMC Windber, Johnstown, PA



Judicial Council Hearings on the first day of its October 23-26 meeting in Zurich. One is on a request by the Council of Bishops for the court to rule on whether the proposed legislation for the One Church, Connectional Conference and Traditional plans for the 2019 special General Conference is constitutional. Read more.


Sign up today! Franklin District Retirees Lunch for Retirees, Spouses and Surviving Spouses on Wednesday, October 24, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. at Christ UM Church, 1135 Buffalo Street, Franklin, PA 16323. Christ Church is handicap accessible. Parking and entry to the social hall are in the rear of the church off Chestnut St (one way).

 Menu: Stuffed chicken breast, mashed potatoes & gravy, vegetable, salad, rolls and pie (Let us know of any dietary restrictions when you make your reservation)
 

Please call or e-mail your reservation to the Franklin District Office by October 17th.  Phone: 814-437-5857 or email: franklin.office@wpaumc.org  

Pre-Retirement Seminar on Wednesday – Thursday, October 24-25 at the Pittsburgh Marriott North in Cranberry Twp. It is held every two years for those looking toward retirement in the next few years. It will feature presentations from Wespath and EY advisors, as well as segments on Social Security, healthcare in retirement, financial planning and more. Participants will be able to sign up for one-on-one personal pension projections with Wespath. Get details and register.   Contact person: Alexis Soohy 


ReCall Summit: Created last year as an outgrowth of the Northeastern Jurisdiction’s Call to Action on Racial Justice, the ReCall Summit will be held Friday and Saturday, October 26-27, at the DoubleTree Hotel by the Baltimore Washington International Airport. Get details and register


WPA Conference Annual United Methodist Women (UMW) on Saturday, October 27 at 9:30 am at Oakland UM Church, 1431 State Rd 428, Oil City, PA 16301. Begins at 8:45 am and ends at 2:30 pm. Lunch is $8. Brochure/Registration   Contact Diane Miller for more information: diane.miller2747@gmail.com


Facing the Climate Crisis: Pennsylvania Power and Light, an interfaith group responding to climate change, will hold its 2018 Conference on Saturday, October 27 in the Pittsburgh suburb of Mt. Lebanon. The conference is Facing the Climate Crisis: Called to Save our Sacred Home. Get details 


New- Dismantling Racism: Tolerance is not Enough! Christ UMC in Bethel Park will host Tolerance is not Enough: An Interfaith Response to Hatred and Racism on Sunday, October 28 from 2-4:30 p.m. Featured speaker will be Rabbi Abie Ingber, executive director of the Center for Interfaith Community Engagement at Xavier University in Cincinnati. Pittsburgh area faith leaders, including Pittsburgh DS Dawn Hand and Dr. John Welch of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, will be part of the panel addressing regional challenges. Get details and register by October 22. Download flyer.


Franklin District School of Lay Servant Ministries on Friday, November 2 from 6:00 — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, November 3, 2018 from 8:00 am — 5:00 pm at Fredonia United Methodist Church 12 Liberty Street, Fredonia, PA  16124. Registration is closed. For information, call or e-mail Paula Grucza, Franklin District Director of Lay Servant Ministries, at 724-974-9137 or paula.grucza@interwebbies.com.   


30th Anniversary French & Indian War History Seminar on November 2-3, 2018. Western PA history comes to life! Step back in time and experience the trail of the Forbes Road and imagine what it must have been like on horseback or in a wagon. Learn more about Fort Dewart, and the site of George Washington’s Friendly fire incident, and see Fort Ligonier and their new historic art gallery. Refreshments both days, with an optional lunch available with registration. For details go to http://braddockroadpa.org/seminar/


New- The Sugarcreek United Methodist Women's 47th Annual Bazaar will be held on Saturday,
November 3rd from 10 AM to 4 PM at the Church at 443 Sugarcreek Drive, Franklin. There will be Home Made Soup, Hot Sausage, Hot Dogs, Pies, Crafts, Baked Goods and Adult and Children's Grab Bags.
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All Men are invited to ALL IN MEN for Faith, Food and Fellowship on Saturday, November 3 at 6 pm at Calvary UM Church, 115 East First Street, Oil City, PA. Every year we have an All in Men event and this year we are glad to feature Robin Cole as our guest speaker. Robin Cole was the No. 1 Draft pick of the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1977 out of the University of New Mexico. He played linebacker from 1977-1987 and was a Super Bowl XIII & XIV Champion and All-Pro. He finished playing in 1989 as a defensive end for the New York Jets. Doors open at 5:30 pm. Tickets are $10. See attachments to this e-mail for more details for a great evening out for the guys! Register


Sign up today!
MEET, GREET & EAT - Franklin District Youth Event on Sunday, November 4th from 4 – 8 pm at Grace UM Church, 210 South Broad Street, Grove City, PA. Let us come together and get to know one another. Play volleyball and board games. Pizza, snacks and drinks will be provided. For youth in 6th – 12th grades. RSVP to Kristen Ford, Franklin District Youth Coordinator at gumcyouth@grovecitygraceumc.org or 724-992-0078.

A concert for Franklin District Youth is being planned for September 2019 at Cherry Run Camp. It will be a “bring your own snack food and beverages” event. The band will be Red Letter Hymnal. Details TBA. 


Youth Service Fund Sunday is Sunday, November 4, 2018. The Youth Service Fund of the Western PA Conference has financially assisted many youth programs in our Conference, our nation, and our world. Our annual conference encourages local congregations to receive a special offering to support youth mission projects. This special Sunday is a good time to highlight youth ministries in the congregation. 



Franklin District Ministry & Fellowship Day on Saturday, November 10, 2018 at Grace UMC, 

210 South Broad Street, Grove City, PA. Brought to you by the Franklin District Council. Keynote Speaker: Ruben Alvarez. In 2016, God brought him and his wife to Dallas, Texas and now he is serving full time at Casa Linda Church as their Associate Pastor.  Pastor Ruben is in charge of the Embrace Outdoor Area, and his work is to be in connect with the community and embrace them with the love of Christ. See attached brochure. 

New- Because People Matter!  Mark Waltz, formerly of Granger UMC, will offer a hospitality training experience for church leaders and teams on Saturday, November 10 from 9am-3pm at Community UM Church in Harrison City. Get details and register


Mediation Skills Training Institute: from Monday – Friday, November 12-16, 2018 in Richmond, Va.

Are you experiencing conflict in your church or community? Register online.        Registration brochure. 


Venango Sub-district Clergy Breakfast Gathering on Tuesday, November 13 at 8:30 am at Franklin Eat-N-Park, 553 Allegheny Blvd, Franklin, PA 16323 (second Tuesday of the month). 

Workshop and Conference Sponsored by the Voyagers from Wednesday, November 14 –Thursday, November 15, 2018 for Leaders and Coaches: Clergy, Educators and Therapists. The Voyagers are a gathering of clergy and church leaders exploring Bowen family systems theory and its application to congregations
Wednesday, November 14, 2018 – Bowen Theory Introduction and Application. This one-day seminar will introduce participants to Bowen family systems theory and its application to working with families, congregations, and other institutions in the community.  Family of origin work will be presented.  

Location: Westin Hotel Buffalo, NY from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  Cost: $60/Students-$35 Register
Thursday, November 15, 2018 – Conference with Dr. Michael Kerr. Theme – Bowen Theory’s Secrets: The Hidden Life of Families. Dr. Michael Kerr, the director of the Bowen Theory Academy, will present a one-day conference focusing on the insights of his new book entitled, “Bowen Theory’s Secrets: The Hidden Life of Families.”  Dr. Kerr will describe family functioning from a Bowen theory perspective. 
Location: Christ the King Seminary, East Aurora, NY. Time: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Cost: $95/Students-$65 (Both days: $125/Students-$80 includes lunch) Register 
Fees increase by $10 after October 31. For information, contact Rev. Robert Spilman, CPE Supervisor, Retired, ACPE, 363 Darwin Drive, Amherst, NY 14226 rcspilman@roadrunner.com / 716-479-7933   Voyagers website 


Pittsburgh District Lay Servant Ministries Fall School on Friday, November 16, 6 - 9 pm, and Saturday, November 17, 9 am - 4:30 pm (except “Living Our United Methodist Beliefs” - 10 am - noon) at Mt. Lebanon UMC, 3319 W Liberty Ave, Pittsburgh. Cost: $35 - includes book and lunch on Saturday. Register and pay no later than Monday, November 5 — you must read your book prior to attending class. Let us know if you will need childcare.   Brochure


United Methodist Student Day is Sunday, November 25, 2018. Raise awareness of scholarships and loans available to help young people of faith further their education and make a difference. Offerings received fund loans and scholarship funds for United Methodist college, university, and graduate students.   umcgiving.org.


Momentum for Change, will be hosted on Wednesday – Friday, November 28-30 by the Mississippi Annual Conference at Christ UMC in Jackson. Fulfill your calling to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Join district superintendents, pastors, annual conference staffs, bishops and leaders at the Route 122 Conference, the church’s annual networking and equipping gathering. Information and Registration  


Pastor Clearances: Please forward copies of all three of your clearances to the district office for your pastoral files. If you have moved, they will need to be updated and then copies sent to our office. Information regarding clearances can be found at https://www.wpaumc.org/safesanctuaries.
 
Clearances needed:
1. Pennsylvania Criminal History report from the Pennsylvania State Police 
2. Certification from the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services 
3. Federal Criminal History report from the FBI, which includes submission of fingerprints to the Pennsylvania State Police 
For more information about the electronic submission of child abuse clearances or for information on obtaining the Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Check or Federal Bureau of Investigation Criminal Background Check, go to dhs.pa.gov/publications/findaform/childabusehistoryclearanceforms/index.htm
Please forward copies of your clearances to the district office by Friday, November 30, 2018.


Combat Hunger with Advent Devotional: The Society of St. Andrew, a United Methodist partner that combats hunger, has released its annual Advent devotional booklet.  The free booklet, titled “Surprises Along the Way,” features all new meditations for 2018. Learn more.


Invite Your Community this Christmas! Brand new resources are available to support your church’s outreach efforts during the upcoming holiday season! There's a customizable design option for you. Tools are offered in both English and Spanish … and, there are Watch Night and Three Kings Day resources!



Franklin District Clergy Family Christmas Party on Saturday, December 1.
Time, location and additional details to be determined.


Join Messiah Sing-Along Choir! You don’t have to be a member of Calvary UMC in Pittsburgh to sing in the choir for the popular annual Sing-along performance of Handel’s Messiah. There will be two performances this year -- Saturday, December 1st at 4 pm and Sunday, December 9th at 4 pm. Rehearsals will be Tuesdays evenings from 7:30-9 pm beginning October 2. If you’re interested contact CalvaryPittsburgh@gmail.com.
Messiah Sing-Along Concert Tickets are now available for this popular annual event at historic Calvary UMC on Pittsburgh’s North Side. The concert will be offered twice: Saturday, December 1st and Sunday, December 9th. Both performances start at 4pm. Please note you are not required to sing along! DETAILS


2019

Orientation to Ministry: Are you feeling a call to ministry?  If you are, and just not sure what that means, then come to the next Orientation to Ministry. This discernment process will help to answer your questions. The next orientation has been scheduled for Saturday, January 5, 2019 at Charter Oak UMC. Registration will open online soon. Contact the Rev. Janet Lord at jflord425@aol.com


Apply for a Vital Worship Grant: The Vital Worship Grants program at the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship focuses on projects that connect public worship to intergenerational faith formation and Christian discipleship. Grant proposals can be submitted by emerging and established churches; seminaries, colleges, and schools; hospitals, nursing homes and other organizations. Deadline: January 10, 2019


UMVIM upcoming Missions - United Methodist Volunteers in Mission Opportunities:

· Bahamas (Dates to be determined)

· Zimbabwe (July 22-August 6, 2019)

For Information, visit www.wpaumc.org/Opportunities or contact Sandra Matoushaya.


SPARK 2019 will be January 11-13, 2019 at the Sheraton Station Square. This retreat is for youth in 6th – 12th grades. DJ: Big Al. Speaker: Duffy Robbins. Registration is open. Bring your youth for our conference youth retreat!  Early bird registration runs until November 2. Check it out! [image: image1.png]SHERATON STATION SQUARE, PITTSBURGH, PA
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Early Bird Deadline Registration Deadling
November 2, 2018 December 20, 2018
$185 per person (4 youth/room) $210 per person (4 youth/room) Speaker Duffy Robbins

$185 per person (2 adults/room) $210 per person (2 adults/room)

Youth (ages 12-18) and their leaders are invited to join us for a weekend
full of praise, fun, and excitement! For more information and to register,
visit www.wpaume.org/ spark
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Franklin District Mid-winter Break on Friday, February 15, 2019 at 6 pm at Hoss’s at Grove City Outlets



Confirmation Tours 2019: Dates and locations have been set for Commit 2019 (aka - the confirmation tours). They are: Friday, March 8 at Wesley Woods; Friday, March 15 at Jumonville; Friday, March 22 at Camp Allegheny; and Friday and Saturday, March 29 and 30 at the Conference Center.  Registration not yet open.


Franklin District Clergy Retreat from Sunday pm-Tuesday after lunch,
March 10-12, 2019 at Olmsted Manor, Ludlow, PA. Details to be determined.



2019 Franklin District Conference on Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 2:30 pm. Details to be determined.


Save the dates: 2019 WPA UM Annual Conference will be Thursday, June 6-Saturday, June 8, 2019.
Clergy: Plan your vacation, weddings, mission trips, etc. around these dates and plan to attend.
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The national gathering of UM Youth will be July 10-14, 2019, in Kansas City, Missouri. It takes place every four years. 
Only the Primary Adult Leader can register students. This means the Primary Adult Leader must have everyone’s information before they start registration. For your convenience, they’ve created a Registration Information Intake Form. This form will help each Primary Adult Leader collect the information they need to register their group.  Register 
 If you have specific registration questions, contact Event Manager at youth2019@umcdiscipleship.org.  
Early Bird – $319 (Available July 2018-January 31, 2019)

Regular – $359 (Available February 1, 2019- March 31, 2019)

Late – $419 (Available April 1, 2019- May 31, 2019) 
First, scholarships. We offer financial assistance for both individuals and groups. Applications are open now. Apply soon, because when the money is gone, it's gone. 
Second, have you read our blog series on fundraising? We've got some amazing ideas (that have been tested by real live youth groups) to help you and your group raise money for YOUTH 2019. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Youth Speakers: We are now taking applications to fill four open slots for youth speakers at YOUTH 2019. Expenses paid for and a small honorarium for your work. Click here to apply! 
Youth 2019 Volunteers Needed: Needed are service volunteers (worksites), backstage volunteers (worship and Bible study) and gathering volunteers (vast variety of jobs).  Click here to become a volunteer! 


2019 Youth Mission u: Registration is open for the July 16-21, 2019 sessions of Mission u at California U of PA. Youth Mission u is a mission camp for youth in grades 6-12. Youth stay in dorms at  California University of PA, participate in various hands-on mission projects in the California area, learn, experience innovative intergenerational worship and have fun. Flyer 


Franklin District Youth Concert by Red Letter Hymnal- September 14, 2019 at Cherry Run Camp. It 
will be a “bring your own snack food and beverages” event. For Youth in grades 6 – 12. Details to be announced. Kristen Ford, Franklin District Youth Coordinator: gumcyouth@grovecitygraceumc.org. Flyer attached. 




Urgently needed - Treasurer: Christ UMC, 1135 Buffalo Street, Franklin is seeking a new Treasurer.  The paid position requires 20-25 hours per week (daytime hours) and a working knowledge of Quickbooks. Interested persons may send resume to Christ UMC, P.O. Box 1151, Franklin, PA 16323 or e-mail it to office@christchurchfranklin.com.  Phone 814-432-3019 x300, if there are questions. 


Hispanic Heritage Month is now through October 15. The postcard, invitation card, banner, social media tools and other downloads help you invite your community to worship services and events throughout the month while also building awareness of Hispanic-Latino culture and traditions. Order now


Watch a free webinar: An online library of free webinars is available to watch on demand. These webinars offer training and tips to help your church use new tools to communicate with members and reach out to your community. View webinars


UMW News: The Fall newsletter of the Conference United Methodist Women is available now on the UMW page of the WPAUMC website. See what’s happening. 


Puerto Rico Needs You! The United Methodist Churches in Franklin District are beginning to plan for our next mission trip to assist with hurricane Maria recovery in Puerto Rico.  You are invited to consider becoming a part of our next team. All participants must be age 18 or older. Housing, meals, transportation, site supervision, building materials, and professional engineering plans are all provided by the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico – through funding supplied by the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 
We need a team of at least 14 persons, who are willing to commit to the trip before we know when it will occur! (Participants will complete a job skills questionnaire, which will be forwarded to the Mission Coordinator for all UMCOR projects in Puerto Rico. Once it is determined what our team can do – and how it fits into UMCOR’s work schedule on the island – our team will be assigned a time and destination for our trip.) We will know our trip’s time and destination two months before leaving, so you can make plans for time off from work, child care, etc. Cost of the trip is projected to be $1,500 to $1,800 per person. (There will likely be financial assistance provided to team members by local churches.)

If you feel called to participate in this important work, please contact Nelson Thayer at 724-462-4090 (voice or text) or thayntt53@gmail.com.      


2018 GB Higher Education & Ministry (GBHEM) Fall Loan Application


The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center 

peace@lmpeacecenter.org
Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders             Monday – Friday, November 12-16, 2018

Richmond, VA

Brochures & Coupons page
Register online, at Brown Paper Tickets (a small processing fee will be assessed for this service). 
For a current MSTI brochure, click here.


Kidz2Kamp Gift Cards: Summer Camps and retreats can spark faith, help discover new friendships, and make memories that can last a lifetime. Gift cards can be for any amount and you will receive a credit card sized gift card with the amount you have chosen printed on the card. Call the Jumonville office at 724-439-4912. 


Creative Worship:   Amy Wagner, WPAUMC Director of Congregational Development & Revitalization, is looking for a team of lay people and clergy to plan worship for several upcoming events. amy.wagner@wpaumc.org. 


WPAUMC Anti-Racism Resources: The Conference Anti-Racism Team (ART) compiled a list of suggestions for Western PA churches to address racism. Download it from the Conference website Discussing Racism page. 



At The Lake Ministries is Now Accepting Reservations! We are still developing our website in order to schedule reservations through the website, so in the meantime, we are now ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS through EMAIL!!! 
If you would like to schedule or inquire about a trip, email atthelakeministries@gmail.com!


Clergy Health Insurance Rate: The CBOP approved the 2019 monthly health insurance rate to the local churches. The blended rate for full time clergy for 2019 will be $1536.00 a month.  Included in this cost are medical, vision and dental. 
This represents a 1.7% or $25.00 a month increase for 2019.  The 2019 member monthly cost share will remain the same at: $20.00 single / $35.00 two persons / $70.00 family. 


Friday Night Climb Time: Consider an evening of indoor rock climbing at Jumonville’s Ben Cromer Adventure Center on the first and third Fridays of the month from 6:00-9:00 PM. Cost: $10 - includes all equipment. Open to ages 9 to adult. Ages under 15 must have adult supervision. Younger climbers can do beginner activities in the Bouldering Room. For the climbing waiver, dates or more information, call Rebekah at 724-439-4912 or email her at rebekah@jumonville.org. No experience necessary! 


Jumonville Events to Put on Your Calendar:
· October 12-14, 2018 W PA Christian Ashram

· Sun., Oct. 21, 2018 Sponsors Dinner - South Hills CC

· Sunday, April 21, 2019 Easter Sunrise Service 

· Sunday, May 5, 2019 Jumonville Spring Dinner

· July 20-27, 2019 77th Annual Family Week

· August 16, 2019 16th Kidz2Kamp Golf Fundraiser

· Aug. 30 - Sept. 2, 2019 Singles Labor Day Weekend

· September 15-18, 2019 M&M’s Reunion
Contact the Jumonville office at 800-463-7688 or e-mail us at info@jumonville.org for more information or check the Jumonville website at www.jumonville.org. 

 
Your Fall Retreat at Olmsted: We still have plenty of room for personal getaways, small group retreats, evening church gatherings or special events at Olmsted this fall! Call us at (814) 945-6512


Jumonville Seeks CEO: The Board of Directors of Jumonville Camp seeks an openly professing Christian President/CEO capable of overseeing all aspects of operations, strategic development, and staff leadership. The position is year-round full-time and includes salary, on-site family housing, meals for the family while the dining hall is open, family hospitalization coverage, and pension after one full year of service. 
· Minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in a relevant field, or possess a minimum of five years of managerial and leadership experience in Christian ministry, preferably in the camping and retreat ministry field, 

· Must possess the knowledge to understand the program, facility, and financial aspects for Jumonville, with the ability to manage and give direction to the entire ministry.

Candidates should only respond to rpadgett@bbacpas.com with resume and salary expectations. No Recruiting Firms or phone calls please. Please feel free to pass along this need to others. 


Getting Out the Vote: As a follow-up to the rally to end racism, The National Council of Churches offers a free webinar series to train church members to get out the vote in mid-term and local elections, where only 40 percent of voters go to the polls.  Learn more


What to know now about a Way Forward: Understanding what United Methodists will consider at General Conference in February 2019 in St. Louis can be confusing. We have ways to prepare. Read more 


Involve youth in your #SeeAllThePeople efforts. Create a plan to connect and integrate youth ministry into the overall discipleship system of your church with a free resource, “Developing an Intentional Discipleship System: A Guide for Youth Ministry,” from Young People’s Ministries. The guide outlines how a systems approach to discipleship can positively impact the spiritual development of youth and provides planning support for both adult and youth ministry leaders. Download for free: https://bit.ly/2QlP9Qd. 

A full suite of free downloadable resources is available at https://bit.ly/2CFWQOo. 


Showing Movies at Church? A good explanation of what can be done and what can’t. Read it

Wesley Heritage Tour: A limited number of spaces are available to join the April 7-16, 2019 tour of John Wesley’s England with Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and members of the 2019 ordination class. Get brochure. 


Mission Support Grants: Applications for 2019 Mission Support Grants are due October 15. Find and download the form, along with the 2018 evaluation form, here. 


Updated: Survival Mindset Upcoming Event Register
Preparing for an Armed Intruder at Barrow Civic, Franklin, PA: New date to be announced.


UMCOR Bulletin Insert: Use UMCOR’s 5 Things You Can Do For Disaster Response bulletin insert to share how your congregations can assist in response to disasters like Hurricane Florence or Typhoon Mangkhut. It includes the Text to Give info. Text UMCOR to 91999 for a preview! Download bulletin insert

Reimagining Christian Communities: 3 Alternatives to Institutional Models: The mandate given by Jesus to his followers was to take his authority to proclaim the counterculture Kingdom of God, to teach and demonstrate Spirit-empowered living and to heal the sick and oppressed. Rev. Mike Slaughter writes in Ministry Matters about three nontraditional, out-of-the-box approaches to accomplishing Jesus' mandate. 


Long Lost and Found: Do you know a woman who was looking for a little black zippered case with two epi-pens and other items in the Prayer Room at annual conference in June? The bag has been found. The owner can contact Jaye Beatty at jaye@jumonville.org. 


Changes at Wesley Woods: After a year of discernment and prayer, Wesley Woods announced some major changes in its camping programs. Learn more


Moved Recently? If you have changed your address and work or volunteer in a job that requires clearances (this includes pastors, church staff and volunteers who have contact with children), you must get new clearances using your new address. Learn more about clearances at wpaumc.org/safesanctuaries. 


Camping Campaign Update: The Deeply Rooted, Upward Reaching campaign to support our camping and retreat ministries is moving into high gear. Register for a leader training session here. If you’d like a volunteer visitor to attend a meeting of your church council to talk about the campaign, request someone here. 


 “Dying to Restart: Choosing a Strategic Death for a Resurrected Life”

Why would a church discontinue its ministry to start a new one in the same place? In this episode Dan Turner speaks with Lewis Center Associate Director Ann A. Michel about how his Washington, DC, church chose to do just that to become a more fruitful congregation. Podcast 


#MeToo Toolkit: If your local church or ministry wants to address the #MeToo movement, consider using the #MeToo Toolkit: Resources for a faithful response, developed by the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women. It is free and available to download on the GCSRW website here.


New- Keystone UM Federal Credit Union See our October 2018 newsletter for ways to Avoid Fraud. We will be closed on the following day(s):

· Monday, November 12 – for Veterans Day

· Thursday/Friday, November 22 & 23 Thanksgiving

· Monday/Tuesday, December 24 & 25 Christmas



New- Disaster Response Update: Both the North Carolina and South Carolina Conferences issued invitations over the past few days for Early Response Teams from the Northeastern Jurisdiction to assist in the cleanup from Hurricane Florence. The invitations were issued before the trajectory and severity of Hurricane Michael was clear.  Get updates and details on how to volunteer

New- A Way Forward - Legislative Process for GC2019 Decided: The Commission on General Conference has decided on a process to help delegates to the 2019 special session do the legislative work together. Read more. Way Forward Listening Posts: If you haven't attended a Listening Post yet, don't forget to register for one near you. Get schedule and details

 
New- Narrative Budget. Not sure about what a narrative budget looks like? Here are a couple of articles to get you started. “Telling Your Story through a Narrative Budget” and “The Narrative Budget – Take 2.”
 
 
New- Grant Opportunities for local churches: 

· New Church Start Grants provide customized services to churches that are less than two years old. These services may include advertising, social media support or website development.

•
Web Development Grants are for churches that don’t have a website or that might need a brand new
       one. The grants include one year of web hosting, domain registration and training. Apply now

 
New- Ideas for Fall:  Explore ideas for festivals, Thanksgiving and fall team building.

 
New- 2019 FAITH NIGHT AT PNC PARK: 7th Annual Faith Night next season is going to be held on Saturday, June 22, 2019. It will be a 4:05 pm game vs. the San Diego Padres. With it being an earlier presentation and on a Saturday, we’re expecting the largest turnout that we’ve ever had.  Group reservations of 10 or more will begin next week. It is highly recommended making your group reservation as soon as possible do to the popularity of this event. You don’t need to know the number of tickets right now. They are just taking deposits towards a block of seats (10 or more seats). You’ll then have until Friday, May 17 to let them know your final number, at which point you’ll also pay the balance. For group reservations: Chad Glover 412-325-4756.
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