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Dear Doctor:

Greetings!  I received your registration and very much look forward to working with you in San Diego (beautiful Coronado Island!) February 11-13, 2011.  It should be an excellent course and I hope to help you pass Oral Boards.  This is a mandatory letter for all attending the San Diego course.  With all due respect intended, please read it thoroughly before calling to ask the very same questions which are answered here.  We are happy to answer your questions but, like you, believe in maximum efficiency.  Often I am working on something and receive a call with questions very well-covered below.  In this way such calls take away from what you are paying me to do—to work hard on book and course content and to help focus you on Boards.  By all means call if you have further questions not answered below.  I always enjoy talking and strategizing but please read this communication very carefully as it will answer almost all of the basic, logistical questions you have.

A few weeks ago, I wrote about not having a hotel in LA and the possibility of moving the Oral  meeting scheduled for LA February 11-13, 2011 to San Diego where much better meeting facilities are available.  I did not receive even a single objection indicating a real or over-riding problem and most people wrote back actually preferring San Diego, under these circumstances.  Therefore, I signed a contract in Coronado, across the bridge from San Diego, and let’s formally plan upon doing this.  

So I am writing to provide additional information and clarification regarding our Field Training course at the Roeder Pavilion of the Coronado Shores Condominiums, February 11-13, 2011.  The address is 1725 Avenida Del Mundo, Coronado, CA.  

However, please note all guests must enter the Coronado Shores complex to get to the Roeder at the main entrance at highway 75 and Avenida de las Arenas.  You will need to pass a security gate, and be directed to parking at the Roeder.  Again, the proper map quest is highway 75 at Avenida de las Arenas.  Much more detailed instructions are listed below at the very end of this letter.  

If you are flying to the meeting, please fly into the San Diego Lindberg International Airport.  If you are driving, please find the enclosed instructions attached.  It is my impression that you either communicated to us a desire to attend or may have an interest in attending the meeting.  Please read this communication carefully!!!  It is key to teamwork.
We are now putting this location and details letter on the webpage to maximize efficiency.  The upside is that this information will be more accessible and sooner—avoiding much frustration for all.  The downside is that many may be inclined to put off formal registration for the course.  YOU MUST FORMALLY REGISTER FOR THE COURSE AND THIS CAN BE DONE ON THE ORDERING-REGISTRATION AREA OF THIS WEBSITE.   If I am sending this letter, either by ground or email, it means you are formally registered in the course.  However, please know if you show-up at the course unannounced and are not on the roster, materials will not be prepared for you and I simply cannot guarantee I can accommodate you at the meeting.  In addition, physical space may not even be available in the testing room for you and additional fees will be charged to print materials on the road (where such printing triples in cost).  Again, please formally sign-up for the course on the ordering part of this webpage and please do so in a timely way so we can prepare.  Once this is done, and you receive a confirmation note back from us, you will be on the roster and need not call or write to verify this.  The response email from us should be considered such verification.  Again, if you are receiving this letter directly from me or from us, YOU ARE FORMALLY REGISTERED FOR THE COURSE.  But if you are simply reading the letter on the site and have never formally registered and have not paid we obviously don’t have you on the roster and cannot plan for you.    

If you believe you have paid me it is always a good idea to bring a receipt, credit card statement, cancelled check or some other record of payment in case my records are somehow not correct.  Obviously, we all hope the records are correct--and they are most of the time.  If you have not paid for the meeting at this time, I prefer a personal check before the meeting.

The meeting space should be very good for our purposes and I have attached a list of hotels and my student assistants stand ready to help you in any way we can with finding accommodations if you would like that help and as she can do.  On Coronado and in the San Diego area, there is quite a variability in price and therefore rather than have a block of rooms you’ll find you can get your best price on-line.  If you decide to stay in San Diego that would not be too far, either, less than a half hour but you would need an automobile to make this most optimal.  

It’s important however, that you have an actual confirmation number in hand before arriving at the hotel, for whatever hotel you choose, for your peace of mind.  

With regard to meeting space, it ended up that we got some of the best meeting space in Southern California, or anywhere else for that matter—right on the Pacific Ocean.  So when you finish your tests or are taking your tests for that matter we might not know or agree on every answer or point, but one thing is for sure:  we will agree that looking out a Point Loma is much better than looking out on a cold, rainy day at the New jersey Turnpike, the concrete jungle of LAX, fog and possible snow in Minneapolis or Chicago, or even beautiful Iowa City itself, where I love to live (except October-May).  In other words, we have a nice place to meet!  Further, I also like letting you choose your own hotels, you can do well and it completely removes me from the business of trying to get everyone into just one hotel; I think you’ll like  the flexibility, too, especially related to price.  The fact is, there is always great variability in what participants want to pay.  But I would act early to secure a place to stay and we can help if you want us to do so.      

To allow for some travel time, the course will start at 1000 the first day of the meeting.  After that, once people know how to get there, etc., I propose early starts since this seems to get us there, get us going, and get us finished so we can relax and/or exercise and study hard at night.  The meeting will end at noon on Sunday, after a productive weekend.

There will be two groups at the meeting.  Most will be in the Friday-Sunday group, but a few will be in the Saturday-Sunday group.  Both groups will work together, in other words there will not be a separate meeting for the Saturday-Sunday group, these people will simply integrate into the group which started the day before.  People in the Friday-Sunday group will take 4 tests over the course and more if they are specially ordered on the site at some additional cost.  The Saturday-Sunday group will take 3 tests over the two days and more if specially ordered on the site.  A couple of people, I note, will also be simply listening and observing.  

For those coming Friday-Sunday, you are doing the right thing.  There are many outstanding and important case types to cover.  Listening to cases, too, will really help you avoid killing errors, but practice is equally important.  Prepare to take an exam on Friday, two on Saturday, and one more on Sunday.  Again, listening is nearly as important as doing, so be prepared to listen to a barrage of cases as well.  Most of my cases are "major league" and deserve thought and attention--whether listening to them or taking them.

For those coming on Saturday-Sunday only, I know you have worked to get Friday off, I know you want to be there on Friday, it is very helpful, but, “Very fine arguments are always used for doing nothing,” and what we most want to do is something.  Certainly, you are going to do a lot and achieve a lot and you will certainly do much, much more than you can do at home; so it very valuable to come, you will benefit greatly.  In general, you will take two tests on Saturday and one more on Sunday. 

With regard to Saturday, for everyone, let’s agree to start at 0900. 

I propose we start early and end at noon on Sunday so people can catch flights home.

If you want extra exams I need you to order those in advance on the site, under ordering.  

There will be other excellent and experienced faculty at the course.  It will be good for you to have a lot of exposure, particularly to my cases since I have thought about them a great deal, they cover the entire range of cases, and I have given them a lot over the past five years.  

Let's work hard together and get this exam behind you with relentless focus upon what we need on the tip of our tongue and how we will present it.  With discipline and effort, you will be ready for the battle and will win it.  Onward to Victory!

Niels F. Jensen, M.D.

Additional points and reiteration

1.  If you plan to come to the meeting please reconfirm this by calling 319-338-7800.  During this call, please read and verbally communicate the information requested on the bottom of this form.  If you are coming but don't plan to stay in the hotel, please communicate this to us.

2.  If you have not paid for the course, please send me a check or have one ready at the meeting.  I strongly prefer a check at the meeting as Visa, Mastercard, and American Express don't have much to teach you about Oral examination content or technique and don't deserve to paid like they do.  On the other hand I realize emergencies occur and plastic is sometimes mandatory.  If so, so be it but I really would like to minimize this if possible. 

3.  Bring the Big Red book and Spiel cards, the central source you will command for the exam.

4.  Please let me know if you are having any problems at the course.  

5.  Please bring a legal pad to the meeting for the purpose of taking notes.

6.  If you have paid for the meeting in advance, bring a receipt.  This helps clear up problems.

!!!!!Ranger Report!!!!!
Hotel Information:  Please call 319-338-7800 ASAP

Name:




Meeting place and date of meeting:

(Please call me if you cannot come to the meeting or need to reschedule for another city):

Your telephone number including area code in case we have questions:

Are you planning on staying in the meeting hotel?

If yes, what are the dates of check-in and check-out?

Do you require a smoking or non-smoking room, single or double?

Will you be rooming with another Ranger during the weekend?  

What is your credit card number?  (I still desire a check but hotels require this to hold a room.  If you cancel and let them know a day or so before arrival they will not charge you.

#______________________________________exp date___________________

Call 319-338-7800 to report this information.  Speak slowly and clearly.  If the cut-off date for the hotel is passed, I cannot guarantee what room rate you will get or whether a room in the hotel will be available.  The usual cutoff date is three weeks before the meeting.  Please get this information back to me quickly.  Space is tight in LA at this time.  Please call ASAP!

Additional points and reiteration
Here are some instructions for getting to the Roeder Pavilion:

Directions to the Coronado Shores Roeder Pavillion

1.  From either the I-5 South or North take the CA – 75 Exit.  This is the San Diego – Coronado Bay Bridge.  

2.  Once you get off the bridge continue straight on the road (Third Avenue) to the first stop light.

3.  At the stop light make a left onto Orange Avenue.  You will pass through several stop lights as you make your way from the Bay side of the Island to the Ocean side.  This distance is 1-2 miles.    

4.  Stay on Orange Avenue until it becomes the Silver Strand.  You will pass the Hotel del Coronado on your right.  Continue down the hill and through 2 lights as you move past the Del.  You will see a large complex, “The Coronado Shores” condominiums on your right.  After you pass a couple of the tall condominium buildings. . .

5.  Take a right at Avenida de Las Arenas (the second stop light after the Hotel del Coronado) and you should see the entrance to the Coronado Shores.  

6.  When you approach the Security Kiosk be sure to inform them that you are at the Coronado Shores for the Dr. Jensen Board PREP meeting and they will direct you to the Roeder Pavilion.  

(To get to the Roeder Pavilion if you were walking in:  from the Security Kiosk, you would continue forward to the public parking lot.  Go up the stairs to the boardwalk, and go right.  The Roeder Pavilion is about a 5-10 minute walk, and it is the building next to the 3rd swimming pool that you will come to.  It has a pointy red roof with a weathervane on top).

Here are some hotels in the immediate vicinity of the Roeder Pavilion at the Coronado Shores.  We had a great meeting in October for Pain Boards at this facility and these were prices which we got at that time; they might be somewhat more or less at this time, but will provide some guide.  

Driving directions from Hotel Del Coronado to Roeder 
1 min
0.5 mi

(619) 522-8490

$385.00 Per Night (in October, did not check most recent)

Hotel Del Coronado

1500 Orange Ave

Coronado, CA 92118

(619) 522-8490

1.  Head southeast on Orange Ave toward Glorietta Blvd
0.2 mi

2.  Take a right at Avenida de Las Arenas (the second stop light after the Hotel del Coronado) and you should see the entrance to the Coronado Shores 

Driving directions from Glorietta Bay Inn to Roeder
2 mins
0.4 mi

(619) 435-3101

$219.00 Per Night (in October, did not check most recent price)
Comment:  Very adequate to good.  Historic property, the former home of Mr. Spreckles who once owned the  whole she-bang, virtually the entire island of Coronado.  His old room is a suite now at the very top of the hotel.  Nice breakfast.  I loved it there.  I’m holding two rooms.  But I have to let one go three days before the meeting.  Let me know you want one.

Glorietta Bay Inn

1630 Glorietta Boulevard

Coronado, CA 92118

1.  Head southwest on Glorietta Blvd toward Orange Ave

253 ft

2.  Turn left at Orange Ave





0.1 mi

3.  Take a right at Avenida de Las Arenas (the second stop light after the Hotel del Coronado) and you should see the entrance to the Coronado Shores
___________________________________________________________________________________

Driving directions from Villa Capri-By the Sea to Roeder

2 mins
0.6 mi

(619) 435-4137

Comment:  Right across from the Del.  Much cheaper, but, then again, not as nice.  Have never stayed, but looks adequate from the outside.  I think it’s priced in the $170-80’s.  Two diamonds.  

Villa Capri-By the Sea

1417 Orange Ave

Coronado, CA 92118-2948

(619) 435-4137

1.  Head northwest on Orange Ave toward Rh Dana Pl

463 ft

2.  Make a U-turn at Rh Dana Pl




0.3 mi

3.  Take a right at Avenida de Las Arenas (the second stop light after the Hotel del Coronado) and you should see the entrance to the Coronado Shores
__________________________________________________________________

Driving directions from El Cordova Hotel Coronado Island to Roeder
2 mins
0.7 mi

(619) 435-4131

$185 - $215 per night (in October, did not check most recent)

Comment:  Never stayed here, but is 3 diamonds, so is probably quite reasonable.  Priced right, cheaper than the ASA hotels, in most cases (such as the Grand Hyatt, $275/night). 

El Cordova Hotel Coronado Island

1351 Orange Ave

Coronado, CA 92118

(619) 435-4131

1.  Head northwest on Orange Ave toward Rh Dana Pl

30 ft

2.  Make a U-turn at Rh Dana Pl




0.3 mi

3.  Take a right at Avenida de Las Arenas (the second stop light after the Hotel del Coronado) and you should see the entrance to the Coronado Shores
_________________________________________________________________

Driving directions from La Avenida Inn to Roeder
3 mins
0.8 mi

(619) 435-3191

$119.00-$135 Per Night (in October, did not check most recent price)

Comment:  Not fancy, but very convenient.  I would not be afraid to stay.  A little different, but has some charming things about it, such as the tile.  Not a standard chain hotel, for sure, but, again, looks clean and adequate when I inspected it in the Fall.  Very close.    

La Avenida Inn

1315 Orange Ave

Coronado, CA 92118-2916

(619) 435-3191

1.  Head  northwest on Orange Ave toward B Ave

213 ft

2.  Make a U-turn at B Ave




0.4 mi

3.  Take a right at Avenida de Las Arenas (the second stop light after the Hotel del Coronado) and you should see the entrance to the Coronado Shores.  
_________________________________________________________________

Driving directions from 1906 Lodge At Coronado Beach to Roeder
3 mins
0.9 mi

$179.00 Per Night (in October, did not check most recent price)

Comment:  It looks very adequate to me.  

1906 Lodge At Coronado Beach

1060 Adella Ave

Coronado, CA 92118-2212

(619) 437-1900

1.  Head west on Adella Ave toward Ynez Pl

39 ft

2.  Take the 1st left onto Ynez Pl



131 ft

3.  Slight right at Adella Ave



0.1 mi

4.  Sharp left at Orange Ave



0.2 mi

5.  Take a right at Avenida de Las Arenas (the second stop light after the Hotel del Coronado) and you should see the entrance to the Coronado Shores
_________________________________________________________________

Driving Directions from Coronado Island Marriott Resort & Spa to Roeder
6 mins
2.2 mi

$199.00 per night (in October, did not check most recent price)

Coronado Island Marriott Resort & Spa

2000 Second Street

Coronado, CA 92118

(619) 435-3000

1.  Head south on Glorietta Rd toward Mullinex Dr
0.2 mi

2.  Turn right at 4th St




171 ft

3.  Continue onto Pomona Ave



0.2 mi

4.  Continue onto 3rd St




0.2 mi

5.  Turn left at Orange Ave



1.3 mi

6.  Take a right at Avenida de Las Arenas (the second stop light after the Hotel del Coronado) and you should see the entrance to the Coronado Shores
PS:  If you get in a real mess, call my cell at 319-321-3701.  Use this for the meeting, please, and then lose it.  I never give out my cell, but in this case, as we are not together in one hotel, you might need some friendly, logistical support.  Thanks, Niels 

PSS:  Looking forward to seeing and working with you at the meeting, it should be a very good one and I do look forward to helping you pass your Oral Boards.
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