POL S 375 Fall 2014
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORY AND PRACTICE

Professor Mikhail A. Alexseev

Classes: TThu Section 1: 0930-1045; Section 2: 1100-1215 AH-4131

Office Hours: Tuesdays 1315-1545 & by appointment, NH-127    

E-mail: alexseev@mail.sdsu.edu
The field in political science to which this course introduces you is called International Relations, although what we study is better described as “world politics.” This means studying power at the global level. What is it? Who has it? How is it exercised? What drives conflict and cooperation? And, critically, how do different answers to all these questions affect our understanding of pressing global issues? 

Your principal learning objectives are to become conversant with the main concepts and implications of mainstream international relations theories, or “models” of world politics—i.e., realism, liberalism, and their variants, as well as on constructivist, world systems, and feminist interpretations. Your objective is to learn relevant concepts, dates, and names of key actors (institutions and individuals) in world politics that are discussed in your textbook. The subsequent major goal is to understand how reliance on these different models and study methods changes our perspective on global issues and international developments, past, present and future.  Substantively we will focus on events of systemic international significance—with a special focus on the wars of Soviet disintegration since 1991, currently marked by the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Your objective is to learn about the key developments in the 2013-2014 Ukraine conflict and the role of the great powers (Russia, U.S., Germany, China, BRICS, and others), international organizations such as the U.N., corporations such as Gazprom, NGOs such as Human Rights Watch, and norms such as territorial integrity. Your objective is to be discerning, creative, and imaginative—it’s way more exciting and intellectually stimulating than groping for simple, straightforward answers to complex puzzles in world politics. Above all, think critically. 

Offered at the 300-level, this course assumes that you are familiar with the basic world history, especially of the last century. Please also avail yourself regularly to the most comprehensive, terminologically precise, and lucid coverage of world events in quality media. The most reliable and consistent sources, flawed as any media may be, are The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Economist and the BBC World Service.

Required Readings 

1. Charles W. Kegley Jr., Gregory A. Raymond, The Global Future: A Brief Introduction to World Politics, 5th Edition, Cengage Learning, 2014.
2.  Items listed in the Class Meetings section of the syllabus or assigned additionally in class.

Grades and Testing


Component:







% of course grade:
Mid-Term Exam I (short essay=50%; multiple choice=50%):



20%

Mid-Term Exam II:
(short essay=50%; multiple choice=50%):


20%

       Review Exam on terminology (multiple choice = 100%)



20%

Final Exam Paper: (essay, 5 pages, 1,500 words max, 12-font, 2-spaced)

25%

Attendance and class participation:*






15%

Exam questions, reflecting our learning objectives, will specifically cover: 

· Key Terms listed after each chapter in your textbook (Global Future)
· Theoretical arguments, events, institutions, and people analyzed in the textbook

· Additional major terms or concepts in international relations and critical thinking presented in lecture but not necessarily in the textbook 

· Major points in assigned articles under Reading Schedule for specific weeks; 

· International events covered in the mainstream media listed above (most of them will be discussed in class). 

NOTE: Exams are partially cumulative: 


--Mid-Term II will include about 10% material from chapters covered from Mid-Term I period


--Review Exam (terminology) will be one-third based on material covered before Mid-Term II.

--Final exam paper will require evidence of understanding materials covered during the entire course  
*Class activities will include lectures, Q&A, presentations followed by discussions/debates, small-group “task force” projects, practice tests, and more. You must attend all class meetings and participate in class activities. Attendance score is a percentage of class meetings you attended (minus two for gratis absences (life is life); half participation may be earned for partial attendance Participation score will be calculated as a percentage of submitted class assignments—plus any bonus points for excellence.  Off-topic and repetitive opinion statements do not count.

For tests, I will provide guidance and material review the week before.
NOTE: You must bring the assigned readings to class. You will need them for in-class projects and debates. No make-ups will be available for loss of points due to failure to bring readings to class.

*One absence is allowed without explanation at no loss of points; over one absence, absences do not earn credit, even if excused; makeups allowable only under documented force majeur circumstances (by legal definition) 

Grade Scales for Tests, Papers and Final Grade Assignment:
95-100 = A 
90-94 = A-
87-89 = B +
83-86 = B
80-82 = B-
77-79 = C+                73-76 = C
70-72 = C-
67-69 = D+
63-66 = D
60-62 = D-
< 59 = F
For criteria satisfying the grade ranges see http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~digger/305/grades.html.

BLACKBOARD AT SDSU

We shall be using the Blackboard course management system at SDSU. The system allows you to view your scores, participate in a discussion forum with other students and the instructor, submit assignments and papers, access assigned readings, announcements and the syllabus online, and do other cool things. Please familiarize yourself with the Blackboard if you have not yet done so.

NOTE: Course notes, PowerPoint slides and other auxiliary matter used in class will NOT be posted on Blackboard as a rule. This is designed to help you learn. Please be as alert as possible during class and/or coordinate with other students to take notes from slides. Blackboard postings or activities not mentioned here will be announced additionally in class and/or by e-mail.

FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to contact Student Disability Services at (619) 594-6473. To avoid any delay in the receipt of your accommodations, you should contact Student Disability Services as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive, and that accommodations based upon disability cannot be provided until you have presented your instructor with an accommodation letter from Student Disability Services. Your cooperation is appreciated.

CLASS MEETINGS AND READING SCHEDULE
Except for the first day of class, you must do all your required readings prior to the class meeting of the week for which they are assigned. This is your homework. Required readings are listed under the topic for each week. Note that familiarity with Blackboard @ SDSU and computer procedures as well as time management in general are important ingredients of success in your course performance. 

Week 1: World Politics in the 21st Century: Images, Levels of Analysis, and Key Questions 

  08/26:
 Course introduction

  08/28:
-Global Future (GF), Ch. 1 




Week 2:  Theories of World Politics

  09/02:
-GF, Ch. 2

09/04: -Barack Obama, “A Just and Lasting Peace,” Nobel Lecture, 10 Dec 2009, Oslo,   

          http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2009/obama-lecture_en.html 


-From Thucydides, History of The Peloponnesian War, Chapter XVII.

http://web.archive.org/web/20110606160350/http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/melian.htm 


Week 3: The Historical Setting of Contemporary World Politics: Great-Power Wars

    09/09: -World Wars I & II, GF, Ch. 3, pp. 54-63.

-Sam Fowles, “The Complex Origins of the First World War,” History Today, (13 Jan 2014) http://www.historytoday.com/blog/2014/01/complex-origins-first-world-war 

    09/11: The Cold War: -GF, Ch. 3, pp. 63-72
-POST-SOVIET WARS: The Economist, “The new world order: Diplomacy and security after
Crimea.” http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21599346-post-soviet-world-order-was-far- perfect-vladimir-putins-idea-replacing-it
Week 4: The Historical Setting of Contemporary World Politics: Post Cold War & 9/11
    09/16: -GF, Chs. 3, pp. 73-79

- John Mueller and Mark G. Stewart, “Hardly Existential: Thinking Rationally About Terrorism,” Foreign Affairs (April 2010) (http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/66186/john-mueller-and-mark-g-stewart/hardly-existential?page=show)

    09/18: -S. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations,” Foreign Affairs (Summer 1993)
-John Mearsheimer, “Why We Will Soon Miss the Cold War,” The Atlantic Monthly August 1990; Volume 266, No. 2; pp. 35-50.
POST-SOVIET WARS:

-Timothy Garton Ash, “The focus is on Crimea, but next is the fight for Ukraine,” http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/mar/18/crimea-ukraine-shooting-pivotal-struggle-heartlands The Guardian, 18 Mar 2014. 
-Olga Tanas, “World War on Russia’s Mind When U.S. Duels Over Ukraine,” Bloomberg News, 8 Aug 2014, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-08-08/world-war-on-russia-s-mind-when-u-s-duels-over-ukraine.html 

-Igor Ivanov and Malcolm Rifkind, “The Risk of a New Cold War,” New York Times, 3 Aug 2014, http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/04/opinion/the-risk-of-a-new-cold-war.html?_r=0 
Week 5: 


    09/23
MID-TERM EXAMINATION - 1 (on SDSU Blackboard: open during section class time)
Weeks 5&6: 
States and Foreign Policy Decision Making
   09/25: GF, Ch. 4, pp. 82-96

   09/30: -George F. Kennan (X), “Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs (July 1947) (BB)

   10/2
FG, Ch. 4, pp. 97-102



-POST-SOVIET WARS:

- Mark Galeotti , Andrew S. Bowen, “Putin’s Empire of the Mind,” Foreign Policy 21 Apr 2014 http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/04/21/putin_s_empire_of_the_mind_russia_geopolitics 
- Annabelle Chapman, “Ukraine’s Chocolate King to the Rescue,” Foreign Policy 22 May 2014, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/05/22/ukraine_s_chocolate_king_to_the_rescue

--WEEK 7 TASK FORCE EXERCISE ASSIGNMENTS ISSUED:

Week 7: Global and Regional Intergovernmental Organizations

   10/7:
-GF, Ch. 5.

10/9:  -POST-SOVIET WARS: 

          -Nikolas K. Gvosdev, “Russia's Eurasian Union: Part of a Master Plan,” The National Interest, 7 Jun 2014, http://nationalinterest.org/feature/russias-eurasian-union-part-master-plan-10619 

(Background on Eurasian Union: http://www.eurasiancommission.org/en )

At Home: Use textbook and your own research for class Task Force Exercise: IOs and Ukraine Crisis


--Group 1: Ukraine: EU or Eurasian Union? 


--Group 2: EU: Should Ukraine, Georgia, and Moldova join?


--Group 3: UN Security Council: How to Respond to Russia’s Use of Force in Ukraine?


--Group 4: IMF: How much should Ukraine be loaned & on what terms? 

Week 8: Non-Governmental Organizations, Multinational Corporations, and Other Non-State Actors



   10/14

-GF, Ch. 6

   10/16

--CLASS DEBATE: 

--Wendy H. Wong and Peter A. Brown, “E-Bandits in Global Activism: WikiLeaks, Anonymous, and the Politics of No One,” Perspectives on Politics (2013) 11(4): 1015-1033 (Datasets)
--POST-SOVIET WARS: Kimberly Marten, “Ukraine and the Problem of Local Warlords,” 5 May 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/05/05/ukraine-and-the-problem-of-local-warlords/ 

-“Topless Jihadis: Inside the World's Most Radical Feminist Movement,” The Atlantic, 19 Dec 2013, http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/12/topless-jihadis-inside-the-worlds-most-radical-feminist-movement/282503/ 
Week 9:  Patterns of Armed Conflict
    10/21
-GF, Ch. 7

10/23
--Francis Fukuyama, “Twenty Years After ‘The End of History,” New Perspectives Quarterly (Wiley Interscience 2009, SDSU Library, Databases)

----J. Mueller, “Is War Still Becoming Obsolete?” (American Political Science Association paper, 1991, based on prize-winning book, Retreat from Doomsday) (http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:Bhntb8Tl21wJ:citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download%3Fdoi%3D10.1.1.86.7051%26rep%3Drep1%26type%3Dpdf+john+mueller+obsolescence+war&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESjRIGCj6g75Bc6Z5VUjbWC3gcf9z2ygcPwwJY8oiD1Ax3cHKwkN3qlpeEsHvg2p_RYkKoFsbc28R4Vxn1nJQa3qBtaS_chg01KvjUf_--HnJuRn0blqRRYZft49g-qS-qo_CCrg&sig=AHIEtbS9oCxNtHh8IDiOWCJ2oZ1URhiO3g)

Week 10:  Military Power and the Use of Force

   10/28

-GF, Ch. 8

10/30
-POST-SOVIET WARS:


--Peter Pomerantsev, “How Putin Is Reinventing Warfare,” Foreign Policy, 5 May 2014, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/05/05/how_putin_is_reinventing_warfare 
--“Ukraine and Russia: War by Any Other Name,” The Economist, 5 Jul 2014, http://www.economist.com/news/europe/21606290-russia-has-effect-already-invaded-eastern-ukraine-question-how-west-will 
Week 11: International Law and Human Rights
   11/4
-GF, Ch. 9.

   11/6
--Robert Axelrod, “The Evolution of Cooperation” (based on 1984 book)

(http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:whygzy8Ad5UJ:www-ee.stanford.edu/~hellman/Breakthrough/book/pdfs/axelrod.pdf+axelrod+evolution+of+cooperation&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEEShgWjBFw9WFrGsu7kkf8W-AbLmCBrzwpPHPxuOd_aq5WHNvxEfhwv6jvXY-laSbWEgRnDNdhciYz0jKGWwLskKg8EAfriVRqAYykFmOseK5XiKBWd8By3d5pef4mlXuX30iLk-L&sig=AHIEtbQFDc4pTjyRFHJ1k33EuWWATsAMmg)


--POST-SOVIET WARS:

--Adam Withnall, “Ukraine crisis: Annexation of Crimea by Russia ‘sends chilling message across the continent of Europe’…”, The Independent (London), 18 Mar 2014, http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/ukraine-crisis-annexation-of-crimea-by-russia-sends-chilling-message-across-the-continent-of-europe-as-russian-troops-commit-war-crime-firing-on-ukrainian-base-and-killing-soldier-9199012.html 
Week 12: 
   11/11
  VETERAN’S DAY. NO CLASS

   11/13   MID-TERM EXAMINATION - 2 (on SDSU Blackboard: open during section class time)
Week 13: Politics of Global Economy
    11/18: - Globalization of Trade and Finance, GF, Ch. 10

- POST-SOVIET WARS: Alexey Eremenko, “3rd 'Gas War' Looming Between Russia, Ukraine, EU,” Moscow Times 13 Aug 2014, http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/3rd-gas-war-looming-between-russia-ukraine-eu/505071.html   

    11/20: - Political Economy of Global Poverty and Inequality, GF, Ch. 11

- POST-SOVIET WARS: Reza Moghadam, “Ukraine Unveils Reform Program with IMF Support,” IMF Survey Magazine, 30 Apr 2014, http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2014/new043014a.htm 

Week 14: Global Ecological Trends and World Politics
    11/25: - GF, Ch. 12

-G. Hardin, “Tragedy of the Commons” (1968) (http://dieoff.org/page95.htm)

-A. Mitchell “Only human? A worldly approach to security,” Security Dialogue 2014 45(5): 5-21.
     11/27
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY, NO CLASS
Week 15:  Global Future: Predictable Surprises
    12/02: --From Francis Fukuyama, ed. Blindside: How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in Global Politics (Brookings Institution, 2008): (Academic Complete eBooks [SDSU])
-Ch. 9: Peter Schwartz and Doug Randall, “Ahead of the Curve: Anticipating Strategic Surprises—How to Anticipate Forcing Events and Wild Cards in World Politics” (SDSU Datasets: Complete eBooks)

-Ch. 14. “American Scenarios—A Discussion with Walter Russel Mead, Eliot Cohen, Ruth Wedgwood, Anne Applebaum, Bernard-Henri Levy, Joseph Joffe, Peter Schwartz, and Francis Fukuyama.


--Course overview, final course paper questions & guidelines distributed

   12/04: -- INDEPENDENT INTERACTIVE STUDY, no class meeting    

Week 16:   Assessment
   12/09:
--Review Examination (on SDSU Blackboard: open during section class time)

   12/09

FINAL COURSE PAPER DUE:



(SECTION 1 = 10am


(SECTION 2 = 1230pm
(SUBMIT IN THE ELECTRONIC DROP BOX @ BLACKBOARD ONLY—submissions in other formats will not be read unless mandated by special circumstances such as student disability): 

Online final exam day class discussion forums on Blackboard will be open during the final exam hours. 
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