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Dear Member,
Well we have waved goodbye to 2018 and we now welcome in 2019, I hope that it will be a peaceful year for all of us
This is a quiet time of the year and there is not a lot to report, but as we progress into the year I will keep you informed of important, and maybe some not so important events.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Social Events – January 2019
Some events may require a deposit to secure seat(s), Room(s) etc. and where a deposit is paid it is non-refundable unless an alternative person(s) can be found to take on the booking.

All cheques for social events to be made payable to The Services Social Fund (Sandy).

Branch Lunch:

The Branch Lunch at the Crown, Willington continues to be popular. We meet on the first Wednesday of each month at 1230 for 1300, the next lunch is planned for Wed. 6th February 2019.
I would like to thank everyone who supported all the social events during 2018. I hope to be booking more events for this year very soon.  However, we do need your continued support to continue with this. 
All the best for the New Year, may it be a healthy and good one for you all. 

Mary

Information:

If you require help you may find the answer you seek by searching our knowledge base at http://support.britishlegion.org.uk/
Or by calling the Royal British Legion Contact Centre on Freephone 0808 802 8080
Sandy/Beeston Good Neighbours Group – Contact 07810 213935

Handy Van Service – Please do not forget this service if you need help. Telephone: 0800 0320306. 
Please contact me if you would like a visit or need help. Also, to attend any of our events. 

Mary Baker

Branch Community Support Officer

/Social Secretary   Tel:  01767 225278 – Mobile: 07483225175

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Birthday
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The following members have birthday’s during this month or next:
JANUARY

Mr. K. Baker

Mr. C. Barton

Mr. R. Browning

Mr. J. Burston

Mr. B. Standbridge

Mrs. R. Worrall

FEBRUARY

Mr. L. Butcher

Mrs. L. Jerrom

Mr. R. Martindale

Mrs. J. Page

Mrs. S. Sutton

Mr. A. Wells

Mr. K. Williams

Many Happy Returns to each of you and I hope that you have or have had a wonderful day.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Membership Renewal

Membership Renewal now takes place throughout the year with most of our members renewing on 1st October each year, however members who have joined in the last couple of years may have a renewal date dictated by the date that they physically joined the Legion.
The renewal process is no longer controlled by the Branch, but centrally.
Renewal instructions will be sent to you a month or so before your membership is due, this gives you plenty of time to renew before your membership expires; any communications, information, updates etc. that you receive after your expiry date is totally goodwill and may be stopped at any time and after a period, if your membership is not renewed, it will be lapsed (this may be controlled centrally or by the branch).

Please do not destroy any paperwork that you receive regarding your renewal as you may need it to effect this.

If you are unsure of how you can renew, or you have lost your paperwork, please contact the Legion Contact Centre on 0808 802 8080, They will be able to give you all the information you may need and, if required, will renew your membership there and then (by debit or credit card).

~~~~~~~~~~~~
RBL Upcoming Events
I will publish here any events that I think will be of interest, that are being organised by the RBL, National and Local that I am aware of, but you can also find events published on the RBL website: https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
	County Events

	Date
	Event

	27/01/2019
	Holocaust Day

	02/02/2019
	County Conference – Henlow Pavilion, Henlow – 10:00- for 11:00

	17/02/2019
	Stotfold – Lord Lieutenants Civic Service 14:00 for 15:00

	24/02/2019
	Leighton Linslade – Lord Lieutenants Civic Service 14:00 for 15:00


~~~~~~~~~~~
Regional and Local Poppy Appeal Events

3rd – 10th March 2019 – Arctic Survival Challenge 
Skydiving - dates available throughout the year
~~~~~~~~~~~
Poppy Appeal 2018/2019
The latest totals for this Year’s Appeal are: 
Branch - 
£24,677.34 
 
Up 37.95%
County - 
£333,367.51 

Up 1.01%

National - 
£38,103,115.18 
Up 2.49%

Note: Not all County and National collections have been declared so percentage increase is likely to be higher

~~~~~~~~~~~
County Conference

The 2019 Bedfordshire County Conference will be held on 2nd February 2019 at Henlow Pavilion, Groveside, Henlow, 10:00 for 11:00 start.

This is your opportunity to find out what is planned in your County and also to have your say, I urge you, if at all possible, to attend this meeting, I will be representing our Branch as Delegate.

~~~~~~~~~~~
Quote of the Month

The art of being happy lies in the power of extracting happiness from common things.
Henry Ward Beecher
~~~~~~~~~~~~
Future Branch Meetings

Here is a reminder that Branch Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of every month at 20:00 at:

The Conservative Club

Bedford Road

Sandy
The next meetings will be on:

Wed 16th January 2019

Wed 20th February 2019

Wed 20th March 2019 
Wed 17th April 2019

Wed 15th May 2019

Please put these dates in your diary.

~~~~~~~~~~~~
Quiz: (Some easy, some not so easy)
1. Who directed the 2018 film Black Panther?  

2. Who won the International female solo artist at the 2018 Brit awards? 

3. Name the current Tottenham Hotspurs manager? 

4. How much does the prime minister earn: £143,462, £173,462 or £243,462? 

5. Which actor plays Mick Carter in EastEnders? 

6. Which 2018 Oscar winner was Born in 1958 and famously quoted “Speaking very generally, I find that women are spiritually, emotionally, and often physically stronger than men”? 
7. True or False – In 2018 wild horses are officially extinct? 

8. Which fast food chain had a “chicken crisis” forcing them to offer a limited menu due to lack of chicken being delivered? 

9. Which country hosted the winter Olympics? 

Brooke Vincent, Max Evans and Jake Quickenden all appeared on which reality TV show?  

10. Quiz Answers – Only look after you have completed the Quiz or if you are completely stumped.
1. Ryan Coogler
2. Lorde

3. Mauricio Pochettino 
4. £143,462
5. Danny Dyer

6. Gary Oldman
7. True

8. KFC 
9. South Korea

10. Dancing On Ice on TV
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I do hope that you have enjoyed your newsletter and I hope that you will contribute articles of interest, jokes or advertisements; so, that I can make this, YOUR newsletter as well as mine. Please send contributions to me, 


Roger Sparks at: 


200 Winchester Road, Sandy, SG19 1RQ or by e-mail to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Sandy.Chairman@RBL.Community" �Sandy.Chairman@RBL.Community�  or telephone me on 07889 958545   





Roger Sparks
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