Class of 1978 25th Reunion Calling

Hello, may I please speak with __________?  This is ______ calling from Lawrence University in connection with the celebration of your 25th reunion.  The gift committee asked me to call to encourage you to join your classmates in making a contribution to the Class of 1978 25th reunion gift.  Your class’s goals this year are 78% donor participation and $225,000 and these goals are within reach if you and your classmates send in your gift or pledge before June 30th.  

Key things to remember:

Participation, Participation, Participation!  The class of ’78 has historically strong donor participation, last year reaching 51.6%.  The Gift Committee’s goal of 78% participation is ambitious but achievable with your help.  Just think how great it will be to gloat at reunion, when you reach your participation goal and blow away the other ’70s classes!  We need your gift to make that happen!
Multi-year pledges — In this special reunion year, you have a great opportunity for your generosity to pack an extra punch.  Make a 2- or 3-year pledge now, and the entire amount will be counted toward your reunion class gift this year!  For example, join the Heritage Club by giving $250/year for the next three years, and the whole $750 counts in your class gift.
Generosity made easy — A “stretch” gift can be easier to make than you might think.  You can join the Heritage Club for 6 monthly payments of $41.66 between now and June 30, plus $20.83 a month for the next two years.  We make the charge to your credit card automatically, so you don’t have to worry about remembering to write a check!
Get a T-shirt! — If you give $50 or more before reunion, you will be rewarded with a special Class of 1978 25th Reunion t-shirt, sponsored by Jansport.  The t-shirts will be distributed on reunion weekend, or mailed to you after reunion if you don’t attend (or if you get your $50 after reunion).
To encourage Founders Club Giving – Some of your classmates have offered a Challenge designed to encourage Founders Club giving.  The Founders Club recognizes donors of $1,000 or more to The Lawrence Fund in a fiscal year.  More than 60 percent of Lawrence Fund dollars come from Founders Club gifts, so Lawrence really depends on these generous donors to continue our tradition of excellence.  Give before the fiscal year ends on June 30, and your gift of $1,000 or more will be matched dollar-for-dollar, or give $2,500 or more and your gift will be matched 2-for-1.  Even better, if you pledge to join Founder’s Club for the next two or three years, the entire amount of your gift will be matched!
Approaches to use with these calls

Purpose of the call: I’m calling to update you on the plans for your 25th reunion and to discuss the Class of 1977’s 25th Reunion Gift.

Rapport/Questions to ask:
· You may have received calls from your classmates in recent months about the 25th reunion, but we are also trying to get a good sense of the expected turnout for reunion this year.  Are you planning to attend June 21-23?

· The steering committee is planning a number of fun activities for the weekend.  Watch your mailbox for complete information.  Childcare will be available for kids of all ages, so you can have a great time with your classmates without worrying about how to keep your children entertained and out of trouble.
Solicitation: 

· You may have already received letters from Teri Wuletich LaJone, chair of the Class of 1977’s gift committee.  In her letter she explained that all gifts received from your class this year will be directed toward a special gift to The Lawrence Fund which is used to support student scholarships, instructional materials, faculty salaries, and many other things that help Lawrence to meet its operating costs on an annual basis.  
· Participation, Participation, Participation!  The Class of 1977 has participated in giving to The Lawrence Fund every year in significant numbers; achieving 47.3 percent participation!  In this special 25th reunion year, the gift committee hopes to increase that participation rate to 65 percent.  Do your part to give your class something to brag about — we need your gift to help your class reach 65% participation!

· The gift committee set a goal to raise $225,000 for the class gift.  With the support of everyone in the Class of ’77, you’re sure to achieve this goal by fiscal year-end on June 30.  Each gift helps get you closer to the goal and each gift supports Lawrence in a meaningful way.  Your gift committee set this goal hoping to shatter the current record for a 25th reunion gift, of $150,659.  

· Since we haven’t received a gift or pledge from you yet this year, we are hoping that in celebration of your very special 25th reunion year, we can count on you for a gift of $___ ?

· If they say no or they’ll think about it, emphasize that any level of gift will boost participation and is truly needed this year for this special purpose.  Classmates may wish to make a gift of $177, $77 or (if necessary) $7.70 to commemorate their 25th reunion from Lawrence.  Also, they might consider doubling or tripling the amount of their previous gift to Lawrence.
· Gifts and pledges received by reunion will be included in the class gift total announced made at reunion convocation, but all gifts and pledges received by June 30 will count toward the class gift in this fiscal year, and will be reported next fall in the Report On Giving.  Remember that you can make 3 years of giving count towards your reunion gift total by making a 3-year pledge of at least $250/year!

25th Reunion Schedule of Events

About Reunion:  


· Dates:  Friday, June 21 - Sunday, June 23 
· Events:  

· Friday morning:  Alumni College (see booklet for details)

· Friday evening:  Dinner in the Sage Hall Dining Room.  

· Saturday morning:  Fun Run, Reunion Convocation, class photo, and lunch at President’s House.  

· Saturday afternoon: Alumni activities around campus (see registration materials).  

· Saturday evening:  Dinner will be nice and will be held in the Science Hall Atrium.  A Class of 1977 video will be shown after dinner. The post-dinner program will include a video picturing the class.  Entertainment will include: music of the 80s, 90s and today in Amphitheatre; music from the 60s and 70s in the Viking room; and a Big Band in the Recreation Center.  

· Housing:  Sage Hall or hotels (they can see registration packet for details)

· Child Care:  Kids programs available for kids of all ages (infants-18 years) see registration packet.  You must pre-register!
· Their registration packet should have arrived in early April.  They can also go to the web and print the form (www.lawrence.edu and click on the “ALUMNI” link at the bottom.). 

· If they have any questions about the reunion weekend, have them call the alumni office at 920-832-6549.

Answering Machine Message

Hi, my name is 

, I’m a student at Lawrence University, calling for    NAME   .  

I’m calling to remind you of your 25th reunion June 21-23, and that your class is making a special effort to raise funds for the Class of 1977 25th Reunion Gift.

Your class is on its way to meeting your special reunion giving goals of 65% participation and $225,000, but we need your help to get there.

I hope you will send a gift before reunion. Please call 1-800-283-8320, ext 6548 to give by credit card or to request a pledge envelope if you need one, or give online at the Lawrence website.  Thanks so much for considering a gift to The Class of 1977 25th Reunion Gift!

