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ACT 1

Sail maker was written in the 1980s and set in the 1960s.

The setting is Glasgow.

Shipping was a major industry and source of employment in Glasgow, the story is set just when the Govan ship yards start to decline.

It is based on a short story called ‘Blue’ written by Alan Spence.

Much of the plot and parts of the characters are autobiographical – based on Spence’s actual experience of his mother dieing and growing up in Glasgow.
Some useful definitions

The never never: Paying for something in small weekly instalments, you never owned an item until you had made the final payment

A tick man collected the interest on small loans in households before credit cards and monthly wages became commonplace.  Collected debts and ticked the names off in his book.

A sailmaker made sails for sailing ships, when ships became steam powered they continued to make canvas covers for the boat's lifeboats etc).

Whelk: a small shellfish

Chib: A scot’s dialect word for knife.

Plot Summary Act 1

· Introduced to Alec, the overall main character and narrator of the story. 

· Alec has found an model yacht in the glory hole (small built in cupboard for items that people didn’t really need but didn’t want to throw away in case they became useful in the future) he shows it to his friend Ian and gives the audience lots of information about his Dad (Davie).

· The audience learns that Alec’s mother has recently died and that his father works as a tick man (A tick man collected the interest on small loans in households before credit cards and monthly wages became commonplace. A sailmaker when ships became steam powered continued to make canvas covers for the boat's lifeboats etc). The audience get the picture very early on the Davie is not coping very well with the loss of his wife, he takes to drinking and gambling and is sacked from his job before the end of Act 1.
Act 1 Questions
1) At the beginning of Act 1 Scene 1 Alec speaks in standard formal English, why?
2) ‘Ah’ve got a bit of bad news for ye son.’ Appears twice. Do you think these words spoken by Davie are really said twice? Why do you think the words have been repeated?

3) ‘As long as ye keep movin…’ Who do you think Alec is speaking to in this long speech?

4) ‘Ah’m shattered.’ Davie’s words have two possible meanings, what are they?

5) How does the audience know Davie isn’t coping with the loss of his wife?

6) Why do you think Alec imagined seeing the Virgin Mary? How do you think seeing her made him feel?

7) What does it say about Ian’s character if he sees marlin spikes ( a sail making tool which happens to be sharp) and thinks of using it as a knife?

8) When Davie talks about coupons what is he talking about? What would he be talking about if the play was set today?

9) What signs can we see the Billy is more realistic than his brother Davie? What signs do we see that suggest he might also be more aggressive?
10)  On page 14 what does Alec say that shows the audience how time is moving on?

Comparison Task

Listen to the story then answer the following questions:

1) Which details appear in both texts?

2) note down any words or phrases that appear in both texts?

3)Are there any details in the play script that aren’t in the short story.

4) Are there any details in the story which aren’t in the play script?

5) What can Spence do with a play script that he can’t do with a short story?

6) What can Spence do with a short story that he can’t do with a play script?

7) Which version do you prefer and why?

8) Why do you think he told the same story twice in two different ways?

9) Why do you think Spence has chosen to write the dialogue for the play script using Scot’s language?

Character – mind map (you will continue to add to this)

What are your first impressions of Alec?

ACT 2

Plot Summary

- Alec shows an interest in Christian music and achieves an equal top score with the Minister’s son in a test of Bible knowledge.

- Alec attends the mission despite some criticism from Ian. He has started attending the Mission rather than hanging out with Ian on a fairly regular basis. On this occasion a visitor asks him ‘When did the Lord Jesus come into your heart?’ a question he is unable to answer, he runs away embarrassed and never goes back.

- Alec spars with Davie, this shows the audience that their relationship is changing as time passes

- Alec sits an exam to get a bursary for fees etc to go to a private school to sit Highers and go on to university.  He passes. Davie gambles with the Bursary money when he is meant to use it to pay the electricity bill and buy Alec a shirt. Luckily he doesn’t lose the money but Alec falls out with him about his gambling and drinking.

- While Alec is away at school Billy and Ian move to Aberdeen for work. The relationship between Ian and Billy is shown in stark contrast to the relationship between Alec and Davie.

- the 5 years that Alec is at school are passed very quickly in the play to show the passing of time.

- Davie comments about the fact that Alec has a girlfriend now and Alec recalls a situation when he was very young where his dad made him feel terrible for kissing a girl at a party, this shows their relationship has never been particularly good and has just progressively deteriorated as Alec has gotten older.

- In the final scene Alec and Davie talk as they burn bits and pieces from the glory hole to heat the house as the electricity is off because Davie is once again unemployed. As they talk we learn a lot about both characters. Alec is prepared to burn his Catechism (religious book) so the audience can see that is no longer apart of his life. The audience also learn a lot about Davie for example how intelligent he is and how much potential he had as a young man – Alec quite probably got his brains from his Dad. Also how many missed opportunities Davie has had to turn his life around.
- the final thing Alec places in the fire is the yacht 

Questions

1: Why do you think Alec feels the 
