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Lesson 1. Semantics 

In human language, the speaker necessarily attaches meaning to the structured sound sequences, and the meaning is perceived and understood by other humans who share the same language. The process of communicating meanings with sounds, words, and sentences and perceiving meanings that others communicate in this way is believed to involve grammar as a tool for relating thoughts or ideas to speech, or signalling. 

Every meaningful sentence or utterance has a surface and an underlying (deep) structure. At the surface are the words and sentence elements as spoken and interpreted. At the underlying or deep level are the words and sentence elements as they are grammatically structured. This level of deep structure is where sentence structure appears ambiguous. 
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Two different surface structures can be perceived to mean one thing, and one surface structure of a sentence may have two meanings. The surface sentence "Flying planes can be dangerous" means both that it can be dangerous for someone to fly planes and that planes that are flying can be dangerous. The different interpretations of this sentence have to do with its common surface structure having two distinct deep structures. On the other hand, "To please John is easy" and "It is easy to please John", despite different surface structures, are the same sentence at the level of deep structure. Human communication is a unique  process combining special speech organs, grammatical structure, and intended and understood meanings.

And What's All This? `What a word means' is not all that simple

The little three-letter word ‘and’ does a lot more work for us than you might be aware of. It's one of our heavyweights, the third most frequent word after ‘the’ and ‘of’. If the question "What does it mean?" didn't sound too silly, you'd probably say "Well, it usually has something to do with the joining of two ‘somethings’, so it seems to be roughly the same as PLUS." (1=Plus)
Often it does mean no more than that: apples and oranges, paper and pencil, and an endless number of other pairs of things, where one is simply grouped with the other, in either order. We can as easily say oranges and apples, pencil and paper. Of course some don't reverse quite as comfortably, but they don't sound too odd. Try black and white or shoes and stockings. 

Likewise we can join phrases, such as They arrested Tom for d.w.i. and Harry for burglary. Here it seems either order will do. But the two sides of ‘and' don't reverse so comfortably in They convicted them and sentenced them to jail, where we can't escape a certain sequence. If you say We drove five miles and stopped to eat, aren't you saying more than just that one thing is added to another? You seem to be implying AND THEN (2=and then). Since you're talking about a sequence in time, reversing the order is out of the question. 

What do you mean when you say I looked and looked? Hunting on two separate occasions? No, here the ‘and’ just means it was drawn out (3=prolong). Occasionally ‘and’ doesn't just join two adjectives, but turns one of them into an adverb like -LY: nice and soft, good and thick (4=adverb).
“Do you like satin? doesn't it feel nice and soft on your skin?”
And if you say Well, there are repairmen and repairmen, you assume everyone will understand you mean some are good and others are bad (5=good/bad). How do we all know this right away, when all you've really said is ‘repairmen + more repairmen'? 

And then there's an expression like He set out for New York and ended up in Baltimore. There's an abrupt and unexpected break between the two, something more like BUT (6=but). You might even mean a positively preposterous combination: Him and punctual? Gimme a break! This is getting a bit remote from that simple PLUS. When you say Laugh and the world laughs with you, you're making it clear that the second is a direct CONSEQUENCE (7=consequence) of the first. How is it you had no trouble understanding what this relation on both sides of the `and' was? (Hint: the `and' here joins an imperative and a declarative. Try a few more and see if it always works). 

Sometimes the first member of the pair joined by ‘and' is only out in the physical world, and not expressed at all. Imagine yourself standing looking at your car with a flat tire. You say in disgust And I just bought that tire yesterday!. Why did you start with ‘and'? It seems you're joining something like Now I discover a flat tire, and [=but] I just bought ... By the way, what was that ‘and' doing at the beginning of the title above? 

Let's go back to those pairs of words that don't reverse their order comfortably. There are dozens of pairs with `and' in which no speaker of English would reverse the order at all: north and south, hill and dale, this and that. Possibly our resistance to reversing the order has something to do with our culture's deep-seated preference for ‘up’ over ‘down’, for ‘close’ over ‘distant’ and the like. Or our preference for hearing the `thinner-sounding' vowel first: zigging and zagging, gin and tonic. 

Not infrequently our innocent-looking ‘and’ even has the power to override the distinction between subject and object forms. There's a noticeable tendency in English to regard two personal pronouns joined by ‘and’ as unchangeable units. In some forms of colloquial speech you've heard people say Him and me know it - speakers who would never say `him knows' or `me knows' but only he knows and I know. This use of object pronouns as subjects in the presence of `and' is stigmatized by speakers of English as something like ‘uneducated’, (but notice that in standard Academy French, this exact same construction is obligatory: il dort and je dors ‘he sleeps, I sleep’, but lui et moi dormons ‘he and I [lit. ‘him and me’] sleep’). 

Others who speak English do just the opposite, using only subject forms when pronouns are joined by ‘and’. People who would never dream of saying ‘for she’ or ‘for I’ will not hesitate to say They did it for she and I. By the way, there is nothing recent about this: In The Merchant of Venice, Shakespeare has "between you and I" (Act III Sc. 2). 

The word ‘and' clearly means one thing, and yet manages to produce a wide variety of `meanings'. Is this a paradox? 

"That's a great deal to make one word mean," Alice said in a thoughtful tone. "When I make a word do a lot of work like that," said Humpty Dumpty, "I always pay it extra." (Lewis Carroll, Through the Looking Glass). 

Humpty Dumpty notwithstanding, a word does not ‘have' a meaning like the numbers printed on his banknotes. All these specific implications we have been looking at have little to do with the word ‘and’ itself. All ‘and’ does is indicate a sort of generic togetherness, placing the burden of all the rest of our understanding entirely on the words on both sides. 

Our intimate knowledge of this, and of the physical and social situation surrounding the sentence, means that we grasp the relationship being communicated effortlessly. Like all words, ‘and' too participates in an intricate network of meanings. 
Vocabulary

Draw out: to prolong, to extend

Dale: valley
Lesson 2. Semantic Change

Shifts in Meaning
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Let's take a look at semantic change, or shifts in meaning. Like the form component of a morpheme, meanings are in a constant process of change. Over time, all the small changes add up to make rather significant shifts in the meaning of the morpheme or the words that use it. We've already seen that the literal meanings of words that were borrowed into English from Latin or Greek can differ quite a bit from their modern meaning. Like changes in form, these seemingly random semantic changes fall into regular patterns. We will consider the processes leading to meaning shifts, and the results of these changes.

Processes of Semantic Change
Semantic change is possible because human beings have the cognitive capability to form associations between different concepts. There are two main types of associations: metaphor and metonymy.

Metaphor. It always involves an association between two things that is based on resemblance.

For example, the morpheme galac means 'milk'. It appears in several scientific terms such as galactose which is analysed as: galac [milk]/ (t) / -ose [sugar] = milk sugar’ 
Centuries ago, someone thought that a certain group of stars, gas, and dust looked like milk spilled across the sky and created the word galaxy to refer to these stars. Of course, English speakers used the same metaphor when they named that group of stars "the Milky Way." Nowadays, words like galaxy and galactic are used to refer to any large group of stars with a particular structure. 

Metonymy. It always involves an association between two things that is based on something other than resemblance. Usually, the meaning changes from one object to another that is close to it in space or time. For example, people often say things like, "He drank the whole bottle." Of course, they really mean that he drank the contents of the bottle, not the bottle itself. But the bottle and the contents occur close together in space and time. This close association leads to a natural metonymic shift -- the form that was associated with the bottle comes to be linked with the contents, i.e. it shifts its meaning. Notice that there is no implication that the bottle and the contents resemble each other. Examples in English:
· toilet -- Etymology: Middle French toilette ‘little cloth’ cloth put over the shoulders while dressing the hair or shaving (Date: circa 1695)

· archaic English: DRESSING TABLE(modern English: washroom or commode

· He lives across the street. (across the street = at a place across the street)

· The ham sandwich at table four needs more coffee. (ham sandwich = customer with a ham sandwich)

· He walked through the door. (door = door frame)

· The buses are on strike. (buses = bus drivers)

· She’s in design. (design = the design profession)

· We need some good minds for this project. (good minds = intelligent people). Spanish expls?
Metaphor forms part of our way of thinking, of understanding the world. At times, it lexicalizes (that is, it becomes very common) and we are not aware that we are using a metaphor: Life is not a bed of roses. 

We base on previous models to produce communicative units, and a transmitter, a receiver and a channel are necessary. Nevertheless, it does not imply that these units are not creative. 

A metaphor can be defined as an incomplete simile: 

She is (as pretty as) a rose. --> She is a rose.
My husband is (like / as strong as) an ox. --> My husband is an ox. 

In a metaphor there are two terms or planes: the real one (my husband) and the evoked or imaginary one (ox). There is, then, some similarity between the two terms. If only the evoked plane appears, we have a pure metaphor: The pirate of his heart (that is, her love) destroyed his life, and if both terms are present, impure: Her love was the pirate of his heart, which destroyed his life. 

Metonymy expresses contiguity, possession, degree, proximity... The important thing here is to belong to the same group, species, etc. 

Let us put some examples of metonymy to end with: 

· She was a girl of twenty summers. (= She was twenty years old.)
· A fleet of thirty sail (= ships)
· Ireland (the football team representing a country) has beaten France.
· The heir to the throne. (= kingdom)
· Please send us a line. (= letter)


Exercise: 
Say if the sentences or phrases below are metaphors or metonyms.
1.  His hands were vine shoots.
2.  He took to the bottle after his wife's death.
3.  There was not a soul in the street.
4.  Life is not a bed of roses.
5.  The dinner cost us twenty pounds per head.
6.  Would you like a Scotch?
7.  He is afraid of the Evil One.
8.  The music of her laughter.
9.  He is a wet blanket.
10. He was a man of cloth.
 

The Results of Semantic Change

When semantic shifts occur, there can be several consequences of the changes. We'll take a look at the major types of consequences. 

· Narrowing (Specialization)
A word that once had a rather broad meaning can become restricted in the scope of things that it can refer to. You could say that a general meaning becomes specialised. 

For example, the morpheme bibl originally meant 'book.' It still carries that general meaning in some words, such as bibliography. In many cases, however, it now refers to one specific book -- the Christian Bible. We see this specific meaning in words like biblical and bibliomancy. 

· accident: any event, especially an unexpected one ( an unintended injurious or disastrous event (original meaning obsolete)

· deer: any four-legged beast ( members of the family Cervidae  (original meaning obsolete; replaced by the French word animal)

· ledger: any book that lay permanently in the same place ( an accounts book  (original meaning obsolete)

· Some specializations are motivated by the avoidance of synonymy, as in the case of deer. Similarly with pig, cow, sheep, as discussed in the last class, whose meanings specialized after the words beef, pork, and mutton were borrowed from French.
· Widening 

A word that once had a rather narrow meaning can come to refer to a broader scope of things over time. You could say that a specialised meaning becomes more general.

For example, the word toxin was borrowed from the Latin word toxicum 'poison by arrows.' In present day English, the meaning of this word has widened to include any kind of poison. Other examples: She is a peach, but her brother is a pig.
· you guys: male only ( male and female  

· manage: to handle a horse ( to handle anything successfully  (original meaning obsolete)
· goal:  aim or purpose ( football goal (still polysemous)

· Amelioration (elevation)

A word with an unpleasant meaning can come to have a neutral or even positive meaning. Also a neutral word can become very positive over time.

For example, the word dexter literally means 'on the right,' a simple fact that is neither positive nor negative. But since the majority of the people can do things better with the right hand, the morpheme has come in mean 'skill' or 'cleverness' in words like dexterity and dexterous. These new meanings have definite positive connotations.

· Degeneration (or Pejoration) 

A word with a positive or neutral meaning can take on a negative meaning. In fact, meanings are much more likely to change for the worse than to improve!

For example, the word sinister is borrowed from Latin, where it meant 'on the left,' again a simple fact that is neither positive nor negative in and of itself. But Roman soothsayers considered the left side to be unlucky, and over time, sinister came to mean 'evil' or 'ominous,' a very negative meaning indeed!

· addressing a grown man as boy to oppress (American South); this reflects negative cultural attitudes towards blacks. (also generalization)

· referring to women as bitches ‘female dog’

· referring to homosexuals as queers ‘peculiar’

Negative attitudes towards certain groups can also lead people who oppose those negative attitudes to extend non-discriminatory words to refer to members of those groups.

they (pl) ( (sg.) (a gender-neutral way of expressing ‘he or she’); gay ‘happy’ ( ‘homosexual’ (also metonymy); wymyn ‘women’

An example of semantic change 

Over time, the meaning linked to a particular form can shift in unexpected ways. This is especially true when words are borrowed from language to language. The example below shows the path of a form that began (as far has its history is known) as bocan 'a rack' and presently exists in English as buccaneer 'a ruthless speculator or adventurer.'

Practice Quiz # 1

Total Points:20  

Correct Points:



Score: 

PART I:  MODIFIED TRUE/FALSE EXERCISES: LANGUAGE     (11p)
Circle the letter "T" if the statement is true and "F" if it is false. If you mark "F", correct the statement by changing one or more words, but not just by negating the verb. You should also not rewrite the whole sentence. If you don't know, you should make an educated guess. You will lose a whole point for each question not answered correctly as well as an additional half point for leaving the answer blank.
	T   F 
	1. 
	Every meaningful sentence or utterance has a surface and an underlying structure.

	T   F
	2.
	Two different surface structures can be perceived to mean one thing, but only one surface structure can do the same.



	T   F
	3. 
	The sentence “to please John is easy” is ambiguous.

	T   F
	4.  
	“and” and “plus” mean the same

	T   F
	5.
	We use “and” to prolong an idea



	T   F
	6.
	“And” and “but” can be used as synonyms



	T   F
	7.
	Some expressions containing “and” can not be reversed



	T   F
	8.
	Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice provides an example of the pragmatic use of subject forms when pronouns are joined by ‘and’



	T   F
	9.
	Metonyms always recur to the linguistic device of resemblance

	T   F
	10.
	Semantics constitutes the components of the mental grammar that represents speaker’s knowledge of the structure of phrases and sentences



	T   F
	11.
	Saying that “the busses are on strike” is semantically “wrong”


PART II:  MULTIPLE CHOICE EXERCISES: 
(4 p)
In the blank space provided, write the letter of the expression that completes the sentence correctly. Only one of the choices is the correct one. Choose the best one. If you don't know, you should make an educated guess. You will lose a whole point for each question not answered correctly as well as an additional half point for leaving the answer blank.

	_____ 12. 
	The sentence “costilla de cerdo agridulce” is [a] lexically ambiguous;  [b] structurally ambiguous; [c] non-ambiguous



	_____ 13. 
	The sentence in # 11 has [a] one surface structure and one underlying structure; [b] one surface structure and two underlying structures; [c] two surface structures and one underlying structure; 



	_____ 14. 
	“La olla” is a _________ used to say “the Cerro Porteño stadium”. [a] hyponym; [b] metonym; [c] retronym; [d] synonym.



	_____ 15. 
	The structures of sentences that we actually speak-to which the rules of phonology are applied-are called  [a] transformational rules; [b] surface structures; [c] deep structures; [d] aspiration



PART III: FINISH THE SENTENCES
(5 p)
16. The basic sentences of the language, whose phrase structure trees are called ..………………………………………………….. are specified by phrase structure rules.
17. ……………………………………… is the study of the linguistic meaning of morphemes, words, phrases, and sentences 
18. The study of the structure of lexical items is called………………………………………………………..
19. The technical terminology that we use to describe a single word with several closely related but slightly different meanings is………………………………………………
20. The term used to describe a word, phrase, or sentence with multiple meanings is………………………….
Practice Exercises on Semantic Extension 

I. Matching Exercise. Some of the concepts have more than one example.

	1
	Metaphor
	
	She gave him a cold look

	2
	Metonymy
	
	You need to budget your time better

	3
	Polysemy
	
	He was so mad I could see the smoke coming out of his ears. I thought his hat would catch fire!

	4
	Homonymy
	
	The buses are on strike

	5
	Widening (broadening)(reinterpretation)
	
	The king was thrown out of his throne

	6
	Loan words
	
	stove: was wood or coal, now electric or gas

	
	
	
	Tai tai; gweilo

	7
	Narrowing
	
	addressing a black grown man as boy to oppress him

	
	
	
	We need a hand here

	8
	Pejoration (degradation)
	
	accident: any event, especially an unexpected one ( an unintended injurious or disastrous event (original meaning obsolete)

	
	
	
	Your own foot and the foot of the mountain


II. Write the title. Read the definitions and the examples. What Semantic aspect do they refer to?
A. __________________________________

We often form new words to reflect cultural and technological changes: television, telephone, e-mail, photograph, computer, automobile, etc. However, we also often extend existing words to new meanings.

car: originally referred to a cart or wagon

write: originally meant ‘scratch’ 

computer terms: files, folders, desktop, bookmarks, mail, buttons, memory

B. __________________________________ 

Negative attitudes towards certain groups can also lead people who oppose those negative attitudes to extend non-discriminatory words to refer to members of those groups.

they (pl) ( (sg.) (a gender-neutral way of expressing ‘he or she’)

C. __________________________________ 

Pig, cow, sheep, whose meanings extended after the words beef, pork, and mutton, (which were loaned from French)

D. __________________________________ 

Before, the word “cross” was used as a curse. Crosses were intended to punish criminals. Nowadays, we have “The Red Cross” or wooden/metal crosses are put in churches.
Lesson 3. Semantic Properties

Semantic Properties are the components of the meaning of a word.

Semantic Features are a notational device for expressing the presence or absence of semantic properties by pluses and minuses. See F&R chapter 5
Get together with a partner and work these out:

Example:

	Lexical Item
	Journey
	Short

	Trip
	+
	+

	Voyage
	+
	-


	Lexical Item
	
	
	
	Lexical Item
	
	

	Dealer
	
	
	
	Tiptoe
	
	

	Merchant
	
	
	
	Sidle
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lexical Item
	
	
	
	Lexical Item
	
	

	Argument
	
	
	
	Hope
	
	

	Fight
	
	
	
	Wish
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lexical Item
	
	
	
	Lexical Item
	
	

	Illness
	
	
	
	Healthy
	
	

	Disease
	
	
	
	Fit
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lexical Item
	
	
	
	Lexical Item
	
	

	Watch
	
	
	
	Listen
	
	

	Look
	
	
	
	Hear
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lexical Item
	
	
	
	Lexical Item
	
	

	Prowl
	
	
	
	Order
	
	

	Skulk
	
	
	
	Command
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lexical Item
	
	
	
	
	Lexical Item
	
	
	

	Happen
	
	
	
	
	Hunger
	
	
	

	Occur
	
	
	
	
	starvation
	
	
	

	Take place
	
	
	
	
	Famine
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lexical Item
	
	
	
	
	Lexical Item
	
	
	

	Hit
	
	
	
	
	Blunder
	
	
	

	Strike
	
	
	
	
	Mistake
	
	
	

	Beat
	
	
	
	
	error
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lexical Item
	
	
	
	
	Lexical Item
	
	
	

	Path
	
	
	
	
	Old
	
	
	

	Track
	
	
	
	
	Elderly
	
	
	

	Lane
	
	
	
	
	Aged
	
	
	


Lesson 4. Lexical Cohesion. 

Certain words in progression make lexical ties within a text. Via reiteration or collocation

Reiteration: straight repetition, varied repetition, semantic cognates. Relatedness in meaning can involve: synonyms, antonyms, hyponyms, meronyms.

Synonyms: never perfect, especially across languages: thrifty, stingy, economical vs. parsimonioso, tacaño, economico. Spanish uses synonyms to a greater extent than English, in what is often called "elegant variation" & Antonyms: opposite meanings.

A. Look at these words and match them with their synonyms below

Amazed
annoyed
clever
confused
revolting
depressed
determined    different

Disappointed
dull

upset
encouraged
glad

exciting
frightened   respected

shocked
worried
cured
worrying
admired
anxious
astonished
better

bewildered
delighted
despondent

disgusting
disillusioned
distressed
dreary

disturbing
diverse
heartened
horrified
indignant
persistent
scared

talented
thrilling

B. Replace each adjective in italics with a suitable synonym which might impress the examiners more than simple words – or which can help you to avoid repetition. You may have to rewrite the whole sentence in some cases.

1. Surfing can be dangerous, but hang-gliding is much more dangerous
2. There are many good ways of keeping fit – jogging is very good
3. I was happy to meet my old friend again. It was good to talk about old times

4. I’m sorry that you were unwell yesterday. You look all right today.

5. It was kind of you to offer to help, but the word wasn’t difficult
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Replace the verbs in italics with suitable phrasal verbs 

1. I withdraw that remark I made about you

2. If you have a pain in your back you’ll just have to endure it

3. Would it inconvenience you if I stayed for dinner?

4. I hope you aren’t delayed in the rush-hour traffic

5. She invented the whole story and she deceived us all!

Opposites (Antonyms)
Think of a suitable opposite for these:
	Clumsy
	Complimentary

	Fearless
	Neat

	Rare
	Restless

	Tactful
	Talkative

	Thoughtless
	Trivial

	Beauty
	Knowledge

	Noise
	pride

	Promotion
	solitude

	Success
	


Hyponyms: cat is hyponym to animal, piano to instrument, table to furniture. Chairs, tables, cupboards... are said to be co-hyponyms.

Hyperonyms: (((are terms which include co-hyponyms: animal is hyperonym to the set of co-hyponyms including cats, dogs, seals, worms...
Meronyms: when hyperonymy refers to parts of a whole we can talk of meronymy, as in branch, leaves, roots... in relation to tree.
a. "Elegant variation" is a particular use of synonyms to avoid repeatedly mentioning the same lexeme and vary discourse.
b. Collocation: terms which are mentally related (associative links) or often found together: smoke... ashtray... nicotine... cigarettes; heated argument, top model... Native speakers easily recognize them as being strongly related. The effect must be kept in the target language. 
Homophones: Fill in the chart

	Clues Across 

	1. 
	cosign 

	3. 
	grease 

	6. 
	tacks 

	7. 
	tea 

	9. 
	retches 

	Clues Down 

	2. 
	cents 

	4. 
	revue 

	5. 
	pairs 

	8. 
	led 


	
	1 
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COGNATES: "True friends": they look alike and indeed are near-identical in the two languages: bomb, atom, mortality...

Partial cognates: the meaning is narrower in one of the two languages. Arbitro is wider in Spanish than in English; stone is wider than Spanish piedra or pedrusco.
"False friends": think of well known relations like: 
actual( Actual; 
argument(Argumento; 
casual(Casual; 
convenient(conveniente; 
embarrassed(embarazada

Languages differ in the range of meaning their words can have. Spanish tends to be more encompassing than English, in that English is more precise in many contexts where Spanish leaves less lexical choice. Lexical boundaries divide related words and these boundaries differ across languages. 

Translucidez: sheen; gloss; polish; transparency; 
Sombra: shade; shadow; 
Plegar: fold; bend
Practice Quiz # 2
Total Points:19  

Correct Points:



Score: 

PART I:  MODIFIED TRUE/FALSE EXERCISES: LANGUAGE     (11p)
Circle the letter "T" if the statement is true and "F" if it is false. If you mark "F", correct the statement by changing one or more words, but not just by negating the verb. If you don't know, you should make an educated guess. You will lose a whole point for each question not answered correctly as well as an additional half point for leaving the answer blank.
	T   F 
	1. 
	If kitchen is hyponym for house, then bathroom is co-hyponym for house.

	T   F
	2.
	Hyponyms include hyperonyms.



	T   F
	3. 
	Navel, chest, and ribs are meronyms in relation to body.

	T   F
	4.  
	An example of 100% synonymy would be watch and observe

	T   F
	5.
	The Spanish verb conocer collocates with the preposition a


	T   F
	6.
	The semantic property that distinguishes yell from shout is [+always loud]


	T   F
	7.
	The sentence “artificial manufactured grease production has increased in Greece” contains polysemous words


	T   F
	8.
	Semantics is more related to Linguistics than to Pragmatics

	T   F
	9.
	“champion” in Spanish is cognate with “champion” in English

	T   F
	10.
	The homophone for the word where is were

	T   F
	11.
	“be” is partial cognate with Spanish “ser”


PART II:  MULTIPLE CHOICE EXERCISES: 
(4 p)
In the blank space provided, write the letter of the expression that completes the sentence correctly. Only one of the choices is the correct one. Choose the best one. If you don't know, you should make an educated guess. You will lose a whole point for each question not answered correctly as well as an additional half point for leaving the answer blank.

	_____ 12. 
	An example of a True (English/Spanish) Cognate is: [a] banana [b] leg [c] actual

	_____ 13. 
	Collocation: “I ....... agree with what you just said” [a] absolutely; [b] completely; [c] totally

	_____ 14. 
	Collocation: “Meals will be served outside on the terrace, weather ...” [a] allowing; [b] permitting; [c] letting

	_____ 15. 
	“hang in there!” [a] ambiguity [b] polisemy [c] idiom


PART III: FINISH THE SENTENCES
(4 p)
20. A word pronounced like another word but with a different meaning or spelling is a ……………………………...
21. A ……………………………. is a word that has the same source or origin as another one (but they can differ in meaning or not)
22. To a regular combination of words we call ……………………………………………………………………………
23. The branch of Linguistics dealing with the meanings of words and sentences is called …………………………
Lesson 5. Semantic Roles & Ambiguity

 

	Thematic role
	Description
	Example

	Agent
	the one who performs an action
	Joyce ran

	Theme
	the one or thing that undergoes an action
	Mary called Bill

	Location
	the place where an action takes place
	It rains in Spain

	Goal
	the place to which an action is directed
	Put the cat on the porch

	Source
	the place from which an action originates
	He flew from lowa to Idaho

	Path
	The semantic role describing the one in motion or propulsion
	The baby crawled across the room

	Instrument
	the means by which an action is performed
	Jo cuts hair with a razor

	Experiencer
	one who perceives something
	Helen heard Robert playing the piano

	Causative
	a natural force that causes a change
	The wind damaged the roof

	Causer
	The referent which instigates an event rather than actually doing it
	Peter tripped John

	Possessor
	one who has something
	The tail of the dog got caught in the fence

	Time
	the time the event occurs
	It rained in Spain last month.

	Manner
	the manner the act is performed
	She sang loudly.

	Beneficiary
	A referent which is advantaged or disadvantaged by an event
	John sold the car for a friend

	Patient
	Affected, undergoer; the object of the verb in a sentence
	He opened the door; the dog ate the meat

	Reason
	the reason for an act
	She left because she was unhappy here.

	Affecting
	What affects other entities
	The horse’s hair caused him the allergic reaction

	Affected
	The one affected by the affecting
	The horse’s hair caused him the allergic reaction


Practice Exercise

1. Identify the thematic role of each noun phrase:

	Example: the girl took the sugar from the cupboard with a spoon

                agent           theme                  source      instrument

	a. One of the children opened all the windows with a credit card 


	b. Isaac filtered the coffee with a sieve



	c. The farmer grew vegetables



	d. Vegetables grew



	e. With a torch, the girl hit the woman



	f. The workers shovelled coal onto the van


	g. The workers loaded the coal with a shovel



	h. The coal was loaded on the van by the workers



	i. Jane found a mouse in the cellar



	j. The teenagers ran from the school hall to the Principal's door




2. Identify the thematic roles of the underlined participants in the following sentences:

a) The burglar stabbed Patrick with a smashed wine bottle.
b) Bill knocked Angela off her bike. 
c) The truck swerved and went into the barrier. 
d) Gordon has always got his money from a trust fund. 
e) The animal noises terrified the shoppers. 
Vocabulary: swerve: to turn suddenly while you’re driving or flying
3. Draw on thematic roles from the set THEME, SOURCE, GOAL, EXPERIENCER, CAUSATIVE, and AGENT to explain differences in the meaning of the following pairs of verbs (you may find it helps to make up sentences using these verbs):

Enjoy/entertain
borrow/lend

Comparison of semantic role and grammatical relation

Grammatical relations (subject, object, etc…) are morphosyntactic, whereas semantic roles (agent, patient, instrument…) are conceptual notions. Semantic roles do not correspond directly to grammatical relations. Notice what varying semantic roles a subject can play: 





Sentence
Grammatical relation
Semantic role



Bob opened the door with a key.
Bob = SUBJECT

Bob = AGENT



The key opened the door.
The key = SUBJECT
The key = INSTRUMENT

The door opened.
The door = SUBJECT
The door = PATIENT



Ambiguous Sentences

Note:

· Sentences that have the same meaning (synonym or paraphrases of each other) have the same propositional content. For example, the following sentences have the same propositional content:

· The child broke the toys. (
The toys were broken by the child.

The propositional content is: BREAK(Agent = CHILD; Theme = TOY; Time = PAST)

· An ambiguous sentence (has more than one meaning) has multiple, different propositional contents. For example, the sentence "Mary loves visiting relatives." can mean (1) Mary loves relatives who visit and (2) Mary loves to visit relatives.

1. P-1: 
LOVE(Agent = MARY; Theme = RELATIVES1; Time = PRESENT) & 

VISIT(Agent = RELATIVES1)


2. P-2: 
LOVE(Agent = MARY; Theme = VISIT; Time = PRESENT) & 

VISIT(Agent = MARY; Theme = RELATIVES)

The fact that common words tend to have multiple meanings can lead to ambiguity, a situation in which two or more equally legitimate readings exist. In many instances, any potential ambiguity is easily resolved.             

The kids played in the snow.
Here snow is obviously a reference to frozen water, not heroin (well, in most contexts!).  When more than one meaning of a word makes sense, we have lexical (i.e., referring to words) ambiguity. 

The school had many poor students on scholarships.
Are the students on scholarship "not rich" or "not good students"?  The sentence is ambiguous.  

Readers draw on prior knowledge and past experience to infer the appropriate meaning.  They at once "read" both the language and their knowledge of the world.  Some of the most striking examples of ambiguity of word meaning can be seen in headlines. 

Bundy Beats Date With Chair
At first glance, this headline refers to an attack by an irate suitor.              

date = person of opposite sex with whom one has a social engagement     

chair = household furniture

In the context of the news at the time, the headline referred to a convicted killer's scheduled execution.
      date = appointment
      chair = electric chair
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Readers infer word meanings consistent with the surrounding discussion. They infer meaning from contextual clues, whether on the page or, in this case, from our prior knowledge and the news of the day. Examples such as this make clear that we do not simply read words so much as interpret them.  

In many, if not most, instances, one meaning is obviously the intended meaning within the given context, the other meaning a somewhat funny alternative meaning.              

The painting was found by the tree.
By can mean "near," or "through the agency of."  It is unlikely the tree did the finding.  This example, however, involves more than simple lexical ambiguity. We also parse the sentence differently to see the different meanings, as the following suggests.

The painting was-
found- 
by the tree. 

It was next to the tree. 

The painting- 
was found by the tree
The tree found it.
When the ambiguity lies in how we analyse a sentence, rather than in deciding the meaning of a word, we have syntactic ambiguity:

He did not marry her because he loved her.
The meanings depend on how you analyse the sentence. 

Exercise

Give two possible propositional contents of the following ambiguous sentences. Identify which word in each sentence has multiple meanings. Do not explain an ambiguous sentence with another ambiguous sentence!  Say if the sentences are lexical or structural 
1. Vamos a usar la plata de la gaseosa ajena

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

2. Helado de frutilla diet
a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

3. El gato está junto a la pava

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

4. Muere en Hospital Militar soldado de cáncer
a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________
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Maggie hace los pollos más ricos

a) __________________________________________

b) __________________________________________

6. Luis va a casa de Paco en su coche
a) __________________________________________

b) __________________________________________

7. Alejandro recomienda a Rafael a Octavio
a) ________________________________________________________________
b) ________________________________________________________________
8. Un hombre golpea a otro con un martillo por mujeriego
a) ________________________________________________________________
b) ________________________________________________________________
9. Murió de un infarto siendo enterrado en el jardín 
a) __________________________________________

b) __________________________________________

10. a) __________________________________________

b) __________________________________________

11. a) __________________________________________

b) __________________________________________

12. Drunk Gets Nine Months in Violin Case 

a)___________________________________________

b)___________________________________________

13. Iraqi Head Seeks Arms 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

14. Prostitutes Appeal to Pope 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

15. Kids Make Nutritious Snacks 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

16. New Vaccine May Contain Rabies 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

17. New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

18. Include your Children when Baking Cookies 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

19. Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

20. Red Tape Holds Up New Bridge 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

21. Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________
22. Bulldogs smell well
a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________
Lesson 6. Semantic Jokes

What, exactly is a joke? Why do we laugh at certain kinds of stories and what are the essential characteristics of being funny? For humour to exist, there must be an essential incongruity – an unexpected conflict or inconsistency between two ideas which is resolved as a joke. This may come about because the punch line bears an unexpected relationship to the opening part of the story. 

Jokes often make use of synonym, ambiguity, antonym, homophone, homonym, polysemy, and other semantic knowledge. Talk to your partner and explain the linguistic manipulation of the following jokes. 


1. A little boy was complaining to his friend, "My mom won't let me watch public television anymore!" 
"Why not?" his friend asked incredulously. 
"Because it has too much sax and violins!!" 

2. A one-eyed man is watching a movie at the cinema. At once, the man sitting next to him tells him: 
"I'm away for a moment. Would you please keep an eye on my seat?" 
The one-eyed wonders: 
"And how can I watch the movie then?" 

3. A man calls at the central office of the local zoo. 
"I'd like to talk to the most ferocious animal you have!" 
Answer: "Sorry, the lion is busy." 

4. What is the difference between Metallica and Mike Tyson? 
Metallica leaves your ear ringing, Mike Tyson leaves your ear in the ring. 

5. A man knocks on a door, and a little girl opens. 
"Hello, where is your Mum?" 
"She is at the kitchen." 
"Hmmm, and your grammar?" 
"She is watching TV." 

6. An English dignitary is sent to France. Since he has just had a course in French, he wants to use his newly acquired knowledge but nobody seems to notice. Finally, one evening at dinner he points at a fly buzzing around his host's glass and says loudly:

     "Regardez le mouche!" 

His French host wants to correct politely his grammatical error and replies: 
"Actually it's 'la mouche' in French, because it's female." 
The Englishman: "Goodness, you French have good eyesight!" 

7. An American tourist is in Paris doing sightseeing, visiting all the museums... 
and a French friend asks him: 
"How do you like Toulouse-Lautrec?" 
"I don't like to lose anything!!" 
8. Math and Alcohol don't mix, so... 
PLEASE DON'T DRINK AND DERIVE 

9. Guy: "How much do these diapers cost?" 
Saleswoman: "They are $2.69 plus tax." 
Guy: "Skip the tacks, we'll pin them on." 

10. Three tomatoes are crossing a street: Daddy tomato, Mummy tomato and Baby tomato. The baby tomato can't go so fast and stays a bit behind. When seeing that, Daddy tomato turns around, goes to the baby tomato, mashes it and says: "Catch-up!" 

11. Why is the number 10 afraid of seven? 
Because seven ate nine. 

12. Honi, the daughter of Hägar the Horrible, is on her way home and hears her mother yell in the house: "Stupid! Idiot! Arrgh!!" 
"Daddy must be home..." the girl thinks. She enters and asks her mother: 
"Why are you yelling at daddy?" 
"He caught a magic troll." 
"Is that bad?" 
"No! It's great! A troll would give anything to be freed - gold, jewels, power... Your dad only had to ask for three wishes." 
"Well, that's what I did, Helga," says Hägar. "What else do you want?" 
His wife yells at him, pointing at three witches sitting in the corner: 
"You could learn to speak clearly!" 

13. Who is the first man in the Bible? 
Chap 1. 

14. What is the difference between a pregnant belly and a beer belly? 
One gives birth and the other gives burps. 

15. Flies spread disease, keep your's zipped. 

16. Did you know that they played tennis in ancient Egypt? 
They must have, because Joseph served in Pharaoh's court. 

17. Real estate agent: "Would you like to see a model home?" 
Man: "I sure would, when does she get off work?" 

18. When a son said that his ambition was to drive an army tank, his father said, "I won't stand in your way." 

19. A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a hospital. When his grandmother telephoned to ask how he was, a nurse said, "No change yet." 

20. An American talking about his last travel: 
"I like European food so I decided to Russia over there because I was Hungary. After Czech'ing the menu I ordered Turkey. When I was Finnished I told the waiter, Spain good, but there is Norway I could eat another bite."

21. Justicia se escribe con "j", pero generalmente con "g"

22. Rubén Rodríguez es argel, pero Juan Carlos Amoroso

23.  ¿cuál es el último animal? “el delfín” 

24. Carlos Gamarra juega pool pero Justo Villar

25. El río Paraguay es bravo pero el puente Re-manso

26. ¿Qué es un lodo? Un pajádo con plumas vedes
Lesson 7. What is an Image Schema?

Definition



An image schema is a mental pattern that recurrently provides structured understanding of various experiences, and is available for use in metaphors as a source domain to provide an understanding of yet other experiences. It is a very common device used to create images on the readers' minds and it is the object of study of semantics.

Types:

1. Compulsion Schema

A compulsion schema is used to provide an understanding of experiences, such as

· a jet aeroplane: __________________________________________________

· geological forces moving continental plates, 

_______________________________________

and metaphorically, the experience of peer pressure. 

_______________________________________

2. Path Schema

A path schema is an image schema that 

· involves physical or metaphorical movement from place to place, and consists of a starting point, a goal, and a series of intermediate points. 

Examples (English) 

Physical 

· Paths _______________________________________

· Trajectories _______________________________________

Metaphorical 

The purpose-as-physical-goal-metaphor as expressed in the following sentences:

· Tom has gone a long way toward changing his personality. 

· You have reached the midpoint of your flight training. 

· She's just starting out to make her fortune. 

· Jane was side-tracked in her search for self-understanding. 

3. Scale Schema

A scale schema is an image schema that 

· involves an increase or decrease of physical or metaphorical amount, and consists of any of the following:

· a closed- or open-ended progression of amount _______________________________________

· a position in the progression of amount 

_______________________________________

· one or more norms of amount 

_______________________________________

· a calibration of amount 

_______________________________________

Examples


· Physical amounts 

· Properties in the number system 

· Economic entities such as supply and demand 

4. Balance Schema

A balance schema is a force schema that

· provides an understanding of physical or metaphorical counteracting forces 

· is based on a prototypical schema consisting of countervailing forces acting on a target that is a 

· point, line, or plane _______________________________________

· is based on bodily experience, such as maintaining

· erect posture _______________________________________

· normal bodily states, such as temperature, and may be applied metaphorically to provide an understanding of other experiences, such as balance of the visual field with respect to art. 

5. Cycle Schema


A cycle schema is an image schema which involves repetitious events and event series.

 
Its structure includes the following:

· A starting point 

· A progression through successive events without backtracking 

· A return to the initial state 

 
The schema often has superimposed on it a structure that builds toward a climax and then goes through a release or decline.

Examples
 
Here are examples of cycle schemata:

· Days _______________________________________

· Weeks _______________________________________

· Years _______________________________________

· Sleeping and waking _______________________________________

· Breathing _______________________________________

· Circulation _______________________________________

· Emotional build-up and release _______________________________________

6. Diversion Schema


A diversion schema is a force schema that involves forces that physically or metaphorically meet and produce a change of direction.

Example 
·  
Being pushed off course by wind or current while rowing.


_______________________________________

Homework

1. Taxonomy: What kind of image schema does each sentence belong to? Choose from the box

Compulsion - balance - path - diversion - scale - cycle

	balance
	The seal was juggling a ball on its nose

	
	I don't understand Sue, she keeps arguing with her boyfriend, but after a few weeks, they're back together again!

	
	I'm very worried about my son, he's got a high fever of 40°!!!

	
	The tornado blew Dorothy far away, to the land of Oz

	
	You're drawing the perspective from the wrong angle

	
	The figures in the chart indicate the surplus of the incomes this year

	
	I keep telling Bob to stay away from his bully friends! They're always getting him into trouble


2. Provide examples of each schema, in all their senses.

Compulsion:
_______________________________________




_______________________________________
Balance:

_______________________________________




_______________________________________
Path:


_______________________________________




_______________________________________
Diversion:

_______________________________________




_______________________________________
Scale:


_______________________________________




_______________________________________
Cycle:


_______________________________________



_______________________________________




_______________________________________




_______________________________________




_______________________________________

Practice test. 
TOTAL POINTS: 28
CORRECT POINTS:     GRADE: ___

Semantics I 28 point exam 5 (27-28 pts);  4 (25-26);  3 (22-24);  2 (20-21); 1 (0-19)

Provide Examples

1. Of an ambiguous sentence, explaining the ambiguity [2 pts]

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

2. Of a joke in which you describe the linguistic manipulation committed [3 pts]

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

3. Of a sentence which contains the following thematic roles: agent, theme, instrument, source, goal and location [0,5 pts each = 3 pts]

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

MODIFIED TRUE/FALSE EXERCISES: Schema     
	T   F 
	1.
	We have path schemata only if we have a goal and a source overtly written

	T   F
	2.
	The difference between diversion schema and path schema is not reaching the goal



	T   F
	3.
	We can not have scale schema if there are no figures of any kind

	T   F
	4.
	A metaphorical use of compulsion schemata would be the Government forcing its people to pay higher taxes



	T   F
	5.
	“Starting out” conveys the idea of balance



	T   F
	6.
	An example of scale schema is “she left the room knowing that the virus that was shot on her body would soon reach the heart”



	T   F
	7.
	“take him to hospital, he’s got 42º, and it’s increasing” belongs to the path schema category



	T   F
	8.
	“if he climbs up the Everest he’ll get hypothermia” is cycle schema

	T   F
	9.
	“The potatoes are 2$ a kilo” is metaphorical compulsion schema

	T   F
	10.
	“the plane with destination to Frankfurt has departed” is cycle schema

	T   F
	11.
	“the quick sand swallowed the whole cape!” is path schema


PART II:  MULTIPLE CHOICE EXERCISES: 
(4 p)
	_____ 12. 
	In a competitive -or free- market, the interaction between the demand for and the supply of goods and services determines the prices charged for the goods and service [a] compulsion;  [b] scale; [c] balance



	_____ 13. 
	The boy went straight ahead, turned right, crossed the street, and got to the chemist [a] path; [b] diversion; [c] cycle



	_____ 14. 
	The boy was supposed to go to the left, but instead, he turned right, crossed the street and got to the chemist. [a] path; [b] diversion; [c] cycle



	_____ 15. 
	I can’t take it anymore, if Mrs Brown compels him to do that, he’ll end up in jail.  [a] path; [b] compulsion; [c] scale; [d] balance



PART III: FINISH THE SENTENCES
(5 p)
16. ..………………………………………………….. includes a starting point, optional intermediate points, and a finishing point
17. ……………………………………… could either be physical or metaphorical, always implying coercion
18. ……………………………………………………….. involves alteration of destination
19. ……………………………………………… implies stability (or lack of it)
20. …………………………. has to do with appraisal 
Vocabulary
· Appraisal = a judgement of, or the action of judging, the value, quality or nature of something or someone
· Coercion = the action of making someone do something by using force or threats

· Compel = to make someone do something; to force someone

· Convey = to transmit something

· Figure = a specific amount, especially one given in official information, reports, etc

· Overt = done or shown openly or publicly; not secret or hidden

· Schemata = Schema

Lesson 8. Words & Meaning

The lessons of this chapter are these:

1. Use words that create images. This helps you and your readers to think more clearly and accurately.

2. Use a specific word or a detail either instead of a general or abstract word or in addition to the general or abstract word.

3. Use specific, concrete examples to pin down and clarify difficult points.

Semantics - Words and Meaning

Semantics is the study of the relationship between words and their meanings. That is, the semanticist seeks to understand the connections and interactions between the symbols for things (words are symbols) and the things themselves (the actual objects or ideas the words refer to). Words are the tools of thought, but they are not the thoughts themselves. We know, for example, that a single thing can be named by many different words and that a group of many different things can be named by the same word; yet the single thing remains the same in itself regardless of the word applied to it and the different things remain different from each other regardless of their description by a single word.

A wooden alphabet block could be described or labelled as a "block," a "toy," a "child's learning tool," a "wooden cube," or a "manufactured object," but its essence would remain the same regardless of the name. Similarly, a cactus, an oak tree, and a rose bush could all be described as a "plant," but they all remain different.

In each case, however, the particular word applied to the thing is important, because the word can influence or alter our perceptions of the thing through the powerful symbolic and psychological effects of the word used: connotation and association trigger certain almost automatic responses with in our brains, and create attitudes toward, and influence our judgements about, the thing described by the word merely because it is described by that particular word. How do your attitudes and perceptions change when the word describing each of the following items is changed?

	One Description
	Another Description

	garden flower
	weed

	adult book
	pornography

	half full glass
	half empty glass

	Incentive
	bribe


Note here the power of words. The little blooming plant remains absolutely the same plant no matter what we call it, but the word we use to describe it may make the difference between its life and death. Suppose a friend says, "I have a weed at my house I want you to see." Would you go see it? But what if he says, "I have a beautiful garden flower at my house that I want you to see"? The only thing that has changed is the description of the plant. Your attitude toward a thing has been altered (should we say, "manipulated"?) by a change in language. 

Goals of Semantics

A principal goal of semantics, then, is to teach the student to consider the thing referred to apart from the words describing it, and not to react to words. At the same time, it is important to realise that we all do have a very strong tendency to react to words, and that we therefore must be careful both in interpreting the statements of others and in choosing our own words. 

Another goal of semantics is to teach the student to think and write with exact ideas and clear examples in mind, rather than with vague and general notions generated from mere words. The presence of a word, large or small, is no guarantee that there is a real idea behind it. Try to work from specific things, images, and examples. Always pursue the meaning behind the words.

For example, in a demonstration demanding "Power to the People," note the confusion caused here by the word "power," and further by the phrase, "Power to the people." Just what does this expression mean? What kind of power is meant, and in what arena, and with what, if any, boundaries or limitations? Which people are meant? What are the circumstances? Is this a call for democracy, anarchy, or the rule of an association?

Semantics can be defined in a narrow sense as the study of the relationship between words and their meaning--in other words, the study of how words mean and how such variables as context, connotation, and intent influence the meaning of a word or statement. 

Semantics is a part of the larger discipline of semiotics, the study of meaning in general, covering the importance of all communication symbols, both verbal and non-verbal. Waving an American flag, looking at someone in the eye in a certain way, waving the hands, crossing the legs, pounding the table, all are involved in conveying meaning, in communicating. Semantics is the verbal part of semiotics. Perhaps in one simple phrase we might define semantics as the analysis of meaning production through verbal symbols.

A couple of important principles to remember about words and language are these:

1. Words are only symbols, and in themselves have no absolute or unchanging meaning. 

The meaning of a word must be agreed upon by the people using it (conventionalization). This includes whether the word has positive or negative associations, how specific or general our vocabulary is, and whether most of our words refer to actual things or only to concepts of uncertain actuality.

Because we tend to use the words we hear most often, and use them in the same way we hear others use them, the language others use controls the way we think and the ideas we are capable of having. 

An excellent example of this is the area of trapping metaphors. There are certain dead metaphors that, when used uncritically, can take control of the way we view an issue and trap us into seeing the issue in a distorted way. My candidate for being the most dangerous of these is the balance metaphor. Often, when two items are each proposed as being important and valuable, and a discussion begins about which is more important, someone will say, "Well, what we need here is a balance." For example, "How do we meet the need for both faith and reason?" Well, what we need is a balance." This popular solution establishes an unresolved tension between the two ideas, suggesting that too much of one will cause the other to be insufficient. Similarly, with the tensions or questions about ethics and practical behaviour, Jesus' humanity and divinity, or any other such ideas, the balance metaphor creates an irresolvable conflict and puts the ideas at irreconcilable opposites, to be handled only by yielding to equitable amounts of each. But why this metaphor and not another? Why not, "What we need is a fusion, or a mutual expression, or a proper blend, or a happy marriage, or a thorough integration, or a harmony of elements? Many other such metaphors could be found that wouldn't trap us into this conflict mentality.

Another trapping metaphor is that of the "burden." Who should bear the burden of learning, the students or the professor? Well, if it's a burden, then it is undesirable. Would you like to share the burden of power? Or do you live in spite of the burden of faith? Why not other terms like opportunity or challenge?

A last trapping metaphor is that of falling in love. What does it mean to use the expression "fall in love?" That the event is an accident, an uncontrolled and uncontrollable emotional event? But why this metaphor that makes love out to be irrational? Why not "walk into love," or "climb into love," or "work into love," or "commit into love," or "tunnel into love"? 

The danger about trapping metaphors is that we don't pay any attention as we use them, yet they control our attitudes and the way we think and perceive an issue.

Similarly, labels often go unexamined or are used as if they are absolute categorisations. Many emotional problems come largely from people pinning labels on themselves or worried about whether a particular label fits them: Am I really a man? Am I just a failure? If I don't do that, will I be a coward? Am I intelligent?

And advertisers have so permeated society with ways of thinking and with words that convey the impression of meaning without having any real meaning that we have lost a lot of ability to think independently.

· "Our soft drink features pin-point carbonation" 

· "Do you have tired blood?" 

· "Go for the gusto" 

· "Cleans like a white tornado" 

· "At Phillips 66 it's performance that counts" 

· "Wisk puts its strength where the dirt is" 

· "At Birdseye we've got quality in our corner" 

· "Goodyear radials: made for American cars" 

· "Shell gasoline contains Platformate" 

· "Esso gasoline contains HTA" 

· "Chevron gasoline with F-310" 

· "Pennzoil with Z-7" 

· "Stud oil with ZDP"; (Well, ZDP is zinc diophosphate, so there)

We often create life and relationship goals based on values created by the squishy terms of advertising: go for the gusto, feeling free, spend yourself happy.

Perhaps a better example is, again, the idea of love. Most people will tell you that they want to marry for "love." But what is love? How you define love--or how love is defined for you by society and the media--will determine how you choose and whom you choose to marry. 

If love is a euphoric feeling, you'll look for a person who gives you that. If love is a commitment to another's welfare, you'll look for someone worthy of committing to. If love is a benevolent action or a partnership or an act of self indulgence or the same thing as lust, then your choices will be directed accordingly. And if love is a euphoric feeling, when the feeling leaves, it means you no longer love--that love cannot be controlled. But if love is a commitment, it means that love can leave only by conscious decision--it can be controlled.

2. The structure of our language pushes us toward false dilemmas, toward either/or thinking. 

We have so many polarising terms, like good/bad, old/young, strong/weak, big/little, rich/poor, normal/abnormal, sane/insane, success/failure, that we tend to think in those categories. Thinking in terms of degrees or combinations (partly successful, partly unsuccessful) becomes a genuine and seemingly unnatural effort.

A further complication of these polarised terms is that neither end of the polarity is defined well. If your goal is to be popular rather than unpopular or successful rather than a failure, how will you know when you get there? What is the measurement? And do you switch from one to the other when you gain just one more friend or earn just one more dollar? Just what, for example, is "success"? Is it an end product? Are you a failure until you get there--big house, big income, etc.? My favourite definition of success is "making reasonable progress toward a worthy ideal." That way you can be a successful person even now.

In a word, then, we are too often conditioned and controlled, in thought and action, by words that we do not understand and do not take the time to investigate for meaning.

Think for a minute about the words you use all the time that you would be very hard pressed to give a clear, one sentence definition for:

What is love? What is art? What is truth? What is faith? What is need? What is beauty?

The goal of studying semantics, then is to become more aware of how language and communication symbols operate, to free the mind from the distortions caused by inappropriate understanding of the symbols of meaning we have available.

Take a controversial issue and term like the death penalty. Does California have a "death penalty"? What does the term mean? In legal and philosophical terms, it means executing people. In practical terms, however, it means "life in prison" because California has not executed anyone since 1967. That may change any time, of course, so perhaps the term will later mean the possibility of being executed. What about the term "life in prison"? The average prisoner in California sentenced to life in prison is released after nine years. Nation-wide, half the murderers sentenced to life in prison served less than seven years and 20 % served less than three years. So what is the definition of "life in prison"?

So now if you are on a jury, do you think, "We should give this person the death penalty, meaning life in prison, rather than life in prison, meaning three to nine years"?

Or go back to the idea of love. If love is feeling, a statement like "I love you too much to marry you" is meaningless, but if love is concern for another's best welfare, it is full of meaning.

Think about Jeane Kirkpatrick, former representative to the UN. She was a Democrat for a long time, and when she was appointed to the UN or considered for Cabinet posts, many Republicans went around muttering, "But she's a Democrat." Well, then she changed her label and registered as a Republican. Then she was suddenly acceptable and was even suggested as a candidate for president. All the while, her political beliefs had not really changed: they were always a mixture of so-called Democratic and Republican ideas.

As a student of semantics, then, you should train yourself to examine not just the ideas you encounter, but the clothing those ideas come in--the words and context associated with them. 

3. All perception and expression of perception and belief is subjective at least to some extent. 

In human terms, there is no such thing as being completely objective; no neutrality. All knowledge and experience are filtered and altered and informed by attached meanings. This is necessary as well as problematic, because the facts never speak for themselves. "Just the facts," and "The facts speak for themselves," are impossibilities.

Some good examples of the semantic cast of ideas come in the use of poll questions. Two polls were taken at the same time on the issue of aid to the Contras. When the question was, Should we aid the rebels in Nicaragua "to prevent Communist influence from spreading?" 58 % were in favour and 29 % against the aid. When the question was, Should we assist "the people trying to overthrow the government of Nicaragua?" 24 % were in favour and 62 % against.

Similarly, in two polls on abortion taken at the same time, when the question was, Should we have a constitutional amendment "prohibiting abortions?" 28 % were in favour and 67 % against. When the question was, Should we have a constitutional amendment "protecting the life of the unborn?" 50 % were in favour and 39 % against.

In two same-time polls on welfare, when the question was, "Are we spending too much, too little, or about the right amount on welfare?" 22 % said too little. When the question was, "Are we spending too much, too little, or about the right amount on assistance to the poor?" 61 % said too little.

Notice then that many people's understanding and perception of an issue is shaped by the language that clothes the issue. By accepting an idea in the clothes it arrives in, we are in danger of being deceived without even noticing what's going on. The goal then, is to discover the real idea or thing behind its verbal clothing, whether that clothing is simple and honest or elaborate and deceptive, and not be led astray by external appearance.

4. Almost all discourse is directive and purposeful, implies conclusions, or at least reflects a position. 

The distinction between narrative, descriptive, explanatory, and persuasive is artificial to some extent. Even discourse that we might try to describe as "exposition" leads to an implied "so what" and an answer to the so what. This is so true that when we hear discourse with no obvious intent, we ask, "Why are you telling me all this?"

"See that man over there? Earlier this evening I overheard him talking to the hibiscus about spies; then he whispered to the azaleas, and finally seemed to be exchanging jokes with the mulberry tree." Notice that this so-called exposition really has a direction, a conclusion implied, and could really be thought of as an argument. Most discourse is of this nature. In fact, non-directed discourse is difficult to listen to. When someone begins to tell us a long narrative without seeming to have a point, we are forced to interrupt and demand, "What are you getting at?" or "Why are you telling me this?"

5. Discourse takes place in a context of meaning and of connotation. 

That is, we often cannot understand the meaning or implications of a statement until we can see it in the context of other statements or information. Note how the same evidence can be adduced to support different conclusions because we have set up the context to do so:

· Fido is a good dog. He likes me so much, he jumps on the chair and barks when I come home. 

· Fido is a bad dog. He is so untamed, he jumps on the chair and barks when I come home. 

· High school clinics should be allowed to dispense birth control devices because such a practice will not promote promiscuity. After all, fewer than 20 % of the students use the clinics for getting birth control devices anyway. 

· High school clinics should not be allowed to dispense birth control devices because such a practice will promote promiscuity. After all, fewer than 20 % of the students use the clinics for getting birth control devices anyway. 

· Joe is such a male chauvinist pig. He's always saying things like, "Women add aesthetic appeal to any activity." As if we're just something to look at. 

· Joe is such a nice guy. He's always saying things like, "Women add aesthetic appeal to any activity." It's so nice to feel attractive and be appreciated.
In each of these above cases, notice that meaning and interpretation are being put upon facts or statements by the person using them. 

By studying semantics, then, you should develop the ability to free your thoughts from the verbal constructions imposed on you by others, become free to examine what is really going on in communication, intention, innuendo, slanting, and so forth. You will regain control of your own mind and your own ability to express ideas clearly and meaningfully.


Questions

1. What's semantics? 

2. What do semanticists look for?

3. What does "connotation" and "association" have to do with the issue?

4. What does a change in the language alter?

5. List the goals of semantics

6. What's the difference between semiotics and semantics?

7. List semantic principles

8. What are trapping metaphors? What sorts of trapping metaphors are there? Provide examples

9. Look at page 26, select 5 ads and explain how these ads do not say anything.

10. Explain the 5th principle of semantics. Exemplify it.

Revision Exercises

I Concepts. Research on the following Semantic terminology. What do these terms refer to?
a) Image Schema:

b) Thematic Roles:

c) Theme:

d) Ambiguity:

e) Trapping Metaphors:

f) Connotation:

g) Association:

h) Compulsion

II Multiple Choice Exercise
	_____ 1.
	The expression "physical or metaphorical counteracting forces" has to do with what schema?:  [a] compulsion;  [b] balance;  [c] diversion;  [d] path.

	_____ 2.
	Involves an increase or decrease of physical or metaphorical amount. [a] balance schema;  [b] scale schema;  [c] path schema;  [d] diversion schema.

	_____ 3.
	involves physical or metaphorical movement from place to place, and consists of a starting point, a goal, and a series of intermediate points: [a] balance schema;  [b] compulsion schema;  [c] path schema;  [d] cycle schema.

	_____4.
	Semiotics is: [a] the study of meaning; [b] the verbal aspect of the study


Homework

Task 1. [4 pts] Metaphors and Metonyms. Provide 2 examples of metaphor and 2 of metonym in Spanish. Say why they are such and such. 

Task 2. [4 pts] Results of Semantic Change. Provide examples of semantic change in Spanish. Explain the changes. 

Task 3. [9 pts] Synonyms. Replace each adjective in italics with a suitable synonym… Manual page 9
Task 4. [11 pts] Semantic Roles. submit tasks 2 & 3 from your manual page 13. Due: right after lesson 5

Task 5. [4 pts] Linguistic Manipulation. Research and provide a linguistic joke. Explain the linguistic manipulation committed. Due: right after lesson 6

Task 6. [6 pts] Image Schema. Provide examples of each schema. (you choose the sense, provided you label it. Total = 5 examples) Due: right after lesson 7

Task 7. [5 pts] Words & Meaning. (if time allows developing this lesson, otherwise, we’ll have it on Semantics II next module) “Questions” page 29 # 9. Select 5 ads… 
In the first two years of the career, you are given the opportunity to read and learn about this fascinating subject of Linguistics. We want to train you to develop critical thinking. This is accomplished first by having something to think about. 

Our aim is not only for you to become language experts, but also to excel in reading comprehension and be keen on doing the practice exercises. This will prepare you to be quick on interpreting technical theory and swift (but accurate) on doing exercises related to that theory. 

Since you are going to do this at home, the skimming and scanning reading techniques will not be useful for our purposes. Consider intensive, thorough reading instead. 

You will not get any process points for this. Take into account that you are PAYING for this. Remember, we are NOT responsible for either your level of English or doing your reading assignments. It is entirely up to you.

Reading Assignment

Theory: Textbook, chapter 5 (pages 157 – 190)

Practice Exercises: Do Exercises 1 – 12 (chapter 5) from your textbook, [do NOT submit]. If you have any questions, do not hesitate on asking me
Sources
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www.ohiou.edu/linguist/soermarmo/l270/Notes/semroles.html
www.polseguera.com/interestingarticles.htm

www.shunley.ecil.net/armoore/lang/semantics.htm#5
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Special thanks to Fumi Yamamoto, Liz Paredes and Daniel Amarilla  for their useful input in Semantic Jokes. Many thanks to all the students who can be considered co-authors of this manual.
It is impossible that natural language has only syntax and pragmatics; it has a ‘semantics’ only in the sense of ‘the study of how this instrument, whose formal structure and potentialities of expression are the subject of syntactic investigation is actually put to use in a speech community”





Conventionalization


Often, the lexical innovations of individual speakers go unnoticed and do not catch on.  But when innovations are adopted by other speakers, they may become conventionalized as part of the shared language of the entire speech community. 








Semantic Theory is the study of the linguistic aspects of the meanings of expressions





Ambiguity: (( the state of having more than one possible meaning; a word or statement that can be interpreted in more than one way
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