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Messages from the Mayor

As we move through 2010, some encouraging signs of an improving economy are beginning to appear.
For the retail/commercial side:

Crossroads Plaza – The financial problems delaying the construction of Sheetz and remodeling the remainder of the Plaza have been resolved.  New owners of the Plaza are now in place and construction should begin soon.  The target date for the completion of Sheetz is early summer 2011.

Gateway Plaza (Parnassus Crossroads) is working through a number of financing options.  The tentative design is complete to include a variety of retail establishments.  The infrastructure improvements are underway.  Completion of the Center will likely be over a couple of years as opportunities and tenants are secured.

Burrell Plaza (Wards/Penneys) – Discussions/negotiations with retail, light industry, and educational potential tenants have been ongoing.  Unfortunately to date, no firm agreements have been reached to have any of these commit to long term lease or purchase arrangements.

Hillcrest Shopping Center – Some very positive developments are occurring with this center.  Our expectation is that several new tenants will be announced shortly.

On the housing side:

Rabbit Foot Villas – along Craigdell Road have started to put the infrastructure (roads, sewage, water) in place.  The intial condominiums should be under construction next spring.

Dandyview Estates – Single family home construction is proceeding.  Carriage homes will be the next phase and hopefully will start soon.

Welcome the following new businesses:

Rudy’s Diner


2709 Leechburg Road

The Computer Savers


3036 Leechburg Road

Hot Dog Guys


2879 Leechburg Road

Extreme Web Designs


3033 Leechburg Road

Frankie’s


2955 Leechburg Road

Burrell Tire


3162 Leechburg Road

Glen’s Custard


2796 Leechburg Road

Edward Jones Investments

2921 Leechburg Road

Precision Power Washing


227 Hemlock Place

These merchants need your support to provide you the best products and services.  

Remember:  Shop Lower Burrell First!
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Wildlife Lodge Road Sewer Construction is continuing to move forward.  The project has received an $800,000 grant towards the estimated $2,200,000 total cost.  Administrative requirements for the grant are being completed.  In addition, Congressman Critz has met with the Mayor and Municipal Authority and is seeking an additional $500,000 grant for the project.  The process of obtaining rights of way has started along with final project design.  Tap in fees are being determined along with assessment fees.  At issue is whether tap in fees should be adjusted and be the only charge or a combination assessment (inflation adjusted) and tap in combination – the current process be used.
This project is a priority for the Department of Environmental Protection.  We have been notified that any future tap requests for development in the entire City will be subject to showing this project is moving forward.  Construction is currently planned for mid 2011.

Regional Economic Development – Many of you have probably heard of WEDIG which stands for Westmoreland Economic Development Initiative for Growth.  This is a coalition of municipalities (Allegheny Township, Arnold, Lower Burrell, New Kensington, and Upper Burrell Township) along with Pennsylvania State University, New Kensington Campus that have come together to develop this region economically in a focused and cost effective manner.  This effort began about two years ago with the leadership of Dr. Kevin Snider, Chancellor at Penn State, who brought the leadership of the five municipalities together.

The coalition is now formalized with a complete structure and is currently 501C3 status to enable fundraisings.  A sampling of major project areas currently underway are:

· Sewer Line Extension from the top of Myers Drive in Upper Burrell, through Lower Burrell, and then to the sewage treatment plant.  A grant to cover two thirds of the cost of the project is being sought.

· Strengthening science, technology, engineering, and math education programs at all levels.  Alcoa Foundation has provided a $70,000 grant to initiate those efforts.

· Recycling on a local basis.  This is currently a major cost to several of the five municipalities.  Contrary to popular belief, municipalities do not make money recycling.  For example, in Lower Burrell alone, the annual cost is nearly $200,000 a year.
This coalition is a major breakthrough to try to control costs to residents and still provide the services wanted by you.  As projects progress, we will keep you informed through the media, and I will provide updates with each newsletter.

Signs on Electric Poles and Street Markers – Many of you have had different events over the year, and I have asked in every newsletter for your consideration in putting up signs.  We have been very tolerant, but I must remind you.  Posting signs on poles and street posts is not only unsightly, but illegal.  At least take down the signs after your event.  Leaving the signs or even putting them up is subject to fines and to top it off most of the signs are not even legible.  Please be considerate or better yet, don’t put the signs up at all.
A Message from

Lower Burrell Merchants Association
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Dear Residents of Lower Burrell,
As summer winds down, we would like to recap the memories we made during the warm months.  One of them was the carnival that the Burrell Merchants brought to Lower Burrell.  We had the carnival in the plaza where the former J.C. Penneys was housed.  Swanks Carnival provided the rides and games.  We had nice weather and turnout.  The Burrell Merchants would like to thank everyone who attended and helped make this event a great success.  We would also like to thank Widewaters for providing the land for use and Mayor Don Kinosz for helping plan the event.

As we move on to the fall, the Burrell Merchants are working on some upcoming events.  We are in the early stages of possibly having a trolley run up and down Leechburg Road.  The trolley would operate one day a month on a Saturday.  The Burrell Merchants and advertising would pay for the trolley.  The great news is you could ride the trolley for free!

The Merchants are also planning a breakfast meeting to increase our members.  We will be inviting all the business owners and city leaders to a free breakfast.  This event will be in the near future; I hope all will attend.

One of the nice things about belonging to this organization is getting to know all of the business owners.  They are great, down to earth, hometown people who care about the people and community of Lower Burrell.  We would like to thank our community for supporting the businesses of Lower Burrell.  These owners are the ones who give back to the community by supporting all the local fundraisers.  In Lower Burrell, we have a safe shopping district thanks to our police department.  I feel as if you could go into a business at any hour and be safe.

In this economy, there are ups and downs.  The “downs” present an opportunity.  That being said, it would be a great time to start a business in Lower Burrell.  Most of the business owners have lived in the area most of their lives and invested in this town.  We all feel this has been a good decision.  If you need guidance or advice, the Burrell Merchants would be happy to help you.  We can be reached at www.shoplowerburrell.com or attend a meeting the last Tuesday of each month 7:30 at City Hall.

Yours sincerely,

Lower Burrell Merchants’ Association

A Message from

Lower Burrell Police Department
FRAUDULENT SCHEMES

This type of crime is on the increase due to the ease with which funds can be transferred via paper or electronic documents.  To protect yourself from becoming a victim, you should do the following:

· Get a copy of your own credit report every six months and check it to make sure there isn’t any credit card or checking accounts you didn’t open.

· Never give your credit card number to someone who calls you on the telephone.

· Read your monthly statements carefully and report any discrepancies immediately.

· Shred your bank and credit card statements before putting them in the trash.

· Never give out your Social Security number to people that contact you via the phone or email.

· Ask why when people request financial information.

· Always check with family members if you get phone calls from people claiming they are relatives and need money wired to them.

· Use common sense.  If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is!

The Lower Burrell Police Department being progressive and proactive for you!

Police Department Receives Another Award
In June, the Lower Burrell Police Department received a Certificate of Appreciation from the PA Aggressive Driving Enforcement and Education Program in recognition of the valuable contributions this department made during 2009 to the program.
The Certificate of Appreciation was awarded to recognize our police department for the work that they did to curb aggressive driving within The City of Lower Burrell.

Public Works

By Councilwoman Irene Karrs

W. Scott Johnson, Foreman
Public Works Department

Street Department

Help Your Street Department

The Street Department is continuing their yearly inspections and repair of catch basins, base repairs of streets, pothole repairs, and other matters.  Due to our rainy weather, we have also been kept busy with downed trees on the public roads.  If you have this problem, please call 911 who will dispatch the proper responders.

On the topic of catch basins, keep in mind that it is a violation to dump grass, leaves, or any foreign matter into catch basins or into the outfall of any storm pipe.  When cutting your lawn, please refrain from directing the grass out into the street as this is also considered a violation.  The clippings will eventually get to the catch basins.  Not only do these situations create a potential back-up/flood situation, but it also contaminates the streams which feed our rivers.  This also pertains to leaves.  If you see someone doing so, please notify this office.  This is a violation of the Clean Water Act.  If you have someone cutting your grass, it is your responsibility to inform them of this ordinance.  It is your grass, it will be your fine.
For several years, the City has provided a drop-off site for your leaves and tree limbs.  DEP states that only minor tree trimmings have to be taken.  We will allow branches up to 3” in diameter.  Stumps and larger tree trunks are not part of the collection items that can be accepted.  The leaves must be removed from the bags before leaving the site.  No contractor dumping – residents only.
Keep your landscape bushes and trees trimmed back so that sight distance and signs are not affected.

We will be sending letters to certain areas throughout the City dealing with on-street parking issues on narrow streets and cul de sacs to help resolve issues during winter maintenance.  A big question in Lower Burrell seems to be “Why do residents park on the street when they have a driveway?”  When residents park in the street across from each other, you can see that this presents a difficult situation due to the width of some streets.  This situation really becomes a problem when the City trucks are snow plowing in the winter.  We will not plow where we can’t get through.  Let’s think ahead and consider our fellow residents.

Speaking of snow!!!  If you have a basketball hoop mounted over the street, either remove it or turn it around so that it does not face the street during the winter.  When the plow trucks are spreading salt or cinders, the beds of the trucks are lifted up in the air and catch anything that is overhanging the edge of the street.  If the hoop is hit, it is the homeowner’s responsibility.
Sewer Department
The Sewer Department is continuing the preventative maintenance of the sewer system through work on pump stations, locating and raising buried manholes, and performing video inspections and repairs of the sewer lines.  Video inspections are currently being performed on our main interceptor system along Greensburg Road and the right of way from Rt. 56 up to Leechburg Road.  This is a major project that is part of a regional agreement with our surrounding communities in evaluating the sanitary system on a regional approach.  This is only the first phase of the many to be accomplished in the years ahead.   
We are on the final phase of the dye tests performed throughout the entire City.   From the list of homes that were found to be in violation of previous smoke and dye testing procedures, the homeowners are being contacted and given a time frame to make the proper repairs to stay in compliance.  Lack of participation in this process can result in penalties.  Please keep in mind that our department is trying to do a thorough job as per regulations set forth by the DEP/EPA, and your cooperation in this matter helps tremendously.  Dye tests by a professional plumber are still to be completed upon the sale of a home.
Just a reminder, any downspout, exterior drain, or driveway drain connected to the sanitary lines is in violation of City Ordinances, State Law, and Federal Law.  These connections are overloading the sanitary lines during heavy rain storms causing manholes to overflow in the lower areas of the City and then flowing directly into the streams, which run to the river.

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and Federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has mandated that these overflows need to be corrected by reducing the flows and capturing the excess.  By removing downspouts, exterior drains, and driveway drains from the sanitary system, overflow situations can be reduced. 
A large portion of the City’s manholes now have rain guards, which help reduce infiltration and lower the opportunity for ash/grit to enter the sanitary system.  Please keep in mind that the rain guards will hold water just under  the lid, which you will be able to see when looking through the holes on the lid, but the rest of the manhole will remain unaffected.  If there is water constantly running from a manhole, please call 724-889-2007 during the week day or 911 after hours, weekends, or holidays.

A Message from

Councilman Frank Trozzi

Parks & Public Property
The semi-annual recycling program in Lower Burrell has been extremely successful. The Recycling Task Force hosts the event with active and enthusiastic participation from the Burrell High School Environmental Club.  In fact, a flyer describing the October 2010 event is included with this newsletter. 

We will continue to provide curbside pickup of the following:

· Curbside pickup of leafs and limbs for the elderly and handicapped who are unable to drop off behind City Hall.
· Curbside pickup of recyclable materials (as defined in the attached recycling flyer) for the elderly and handicapped who are unable to drop off behind City Hall.
There are some very specific guidelines around the requirements to qualify for curbside pickup. To qualify for curbside pickup of leaves, limbs, and recyclable materials for the October 2, 2010 Recycling Day:
· You must be at least 62 years of age or handicapped and be a resident of Lower Burrell. Proof of age and residency are required.

· Materials must come from your primary Lower Burrell residence only.

· Leaves must be bagged and at curbside the day of pickup.

· Limbs must be neatly arranged, bundled, and at curbside the day of pickup. 

· Approved recyclable materials (as defined in the attached recycling flyer) must be at curbside the day of pickup.
· Resident must prepay at city hall for the pickup of any item listed on the enclosed recycling flyer.
· Please call City Hall no later than September 29, 2010 at 724-335-9875, extension 208 and ask for Nita.

· Nita will ask for some basic information and will schedule your pickup.

I also wanted to let everyone know that we are currently out of recycling bins at City Hall. If you need a bin, please purchase one at any of the local stores that carry something similar in size, shape, and weight. PLEASE no large trash cans as our recycler will be physically unable to lift the larger cans into the truck.  
Thank you for your time. As always, give me a call at 724-335-9875 extension 251 if you have any questions or suggestions.  

Our Recycling Day will be held on Saturday, October 2, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for  Lower Burrell Residents Only.  For more information, please see the enclosed flyer.
A Message from

Lower Burrell Treasurer’s Office
Brian Eshbaugh, Treasurer

724-337-4381

Online Banking Payments have become a common way for residents to pay bills. Please include your account number, account name, and what bill the payment is to be applied to. This will alleviate any payments being not credited to the proper account.

2010 School Taxes were mailed out on August 1st. Taxpayers may again this year make three (3) equal installments on their school property taxes at the face amount as long as they are Homestead eligible. The three installments must be paid in September, October, and November. If mailing in payments, please include your original bill and a self-addressed stamped envelope for each of the three payments. For more information, please call the Treasurer’s office between 9 am and 5 pm at 724-337-4381.

Lower Burrell Tax forms can be found on the City of Lower Burrell’s web site at www.cityoflowerburrell.com.  Forms included on the web are Occupancy Permits, New Resident, Landlord Tenant, Business Registration, LST Refund Request, LST Exemption, EMS Tax Refund, and Business Privilege Tax. 

Residents Requesting Receipts, please mail or bring in the entire bill to our office. We will receipt all copies of the bill and you will receive back your receipted copy (residents must include a self-addressed stamped envelope when paying by mail).  
After Hours Drop Boxes are located outside the drive thru window and on the right side of the back entrance. All tax payments and sewage payments may be made after hours and will be credited the next business day. Please No Cash in Drop Boxes.
Residents can now pay their sewage payments by credit card by either calling 1-800-272-9829 or by visiting www.officialpayments.com. Please have your sewage bill available and use the Jurisdiction code 4811. A $3.95 service charge will be applied for payments up to $300. Payments over $300 will require a second visit and an additional $3.95 service charge.

A Message from

Councilman Joseph Grillo

Public Safety
It’s hard to believe that summer is almost over.  As we prepare for the kids to go back to school, please pay attention to the school zones and bus stops for the safety of our kids.
At press time, we are still searching for residents to serve on the City’s newly formed Arbitration Board.  The panel will hear cases when people want to dispute their rental or resale inspection.  The Board will consist of five members.  We have appointed one member, and we are looking to add four more members.  The appointed member of this newly formed Board is Allan Lingenfelter; congratulations, Allan. We have received several other resumes, and if you want to be considered to serve, please send a letter of interest and resume to City Hall, 2800 Bethel Street, Lower Burrell, PA  15068 or email it to:  cityoflowerburrell.com by October 1, 2010.

Our City was well represented at the Western Pennsylvania Fireman’s Association Convention.  There were three residents recognized. They are Gabby Grillo (Psychology) and Nicolette Carlisle (Education) who received scholarships to further their college education.  Matt Matisko, Kinloch fire fighter and fourth generation fire fighter, was awarded the Ruth N. Hereda Service Award.  Congratulations, good luck, and best wishes.

Thank you to the Pennsylvania Hero Walk Committee for choosing our City to end their 342 mile walk from Philadelphia raising money for wounded veterans.  Two members from our American Legion Post 868 walked the entire journey.  They are Lance Anthony and Joe Williams.

The American Legion Post are having a Patriot Day Service on Saturday, September 11, 2010 at 9 a.m. at the Post – LEST WE NEVER FORGET.

Regarding the flooding that occurred in July, I’d like thank the fire fighters and first responders for working overtime during the rainstorm.  Kudos to the street department also for all their diligent work and cooperation.

In closing, please remember to change your smoke detector batteries and make a donation to our firefighters.  Be well!
A Message from 
President Tony Farina
Pucketa Chartiers
Watershed Association
What is PACWA?
The Association is a non-profit, public/private partnership conservation organization with the purpose to enhance, protect, and develop the fishery and other natural and recreational resources of the Pucketa Creek and Chartiers Run Watersheds.

Watershed Assessment and
Restoration Plan – Completed

The purpose of this Watershed Assessment Project was to assess the current condition of Pucketa Creek, Little Pucketa Creek, Chartiers Run and their tributaries.

The PACWA members coordinated efforts with volunteer groups to determine the location, types, extent and impacts of pollution existing in the watershed.

The severe floods that occurred in Fall 2004 heavily impacted the watershed. Partially due to this flooding, the majority of the issues in the watershed deal with inadequate stormwater management, heavy erosion, and debris in stream channels.

The Pucketa and Chartiers Watershed Association (PACWA) received a Growing Greener grant of $41,300 to develop a stream restoration plan and submit for a joint permit application to restore approximately 1,500 feet of Chartiers Run through Wolf Pack Park.  The stream restoration design/plan was completed in May 2009.

The Watershed applied for and received a Growing Greener Watershed Stream Restoration Project Grant for $73,975 to complete the installation and work that was laid out in the restoration plan at Wolf Pack Park.  The plan shows multiple structures and v-rock formations that will be placed along the stream corridor in order to stabilize the stream and prevent further erosion and sedimentation.  This was completed in August 2010.

Further downstream PACWA received a Growing Greener II Grant from the Department of Environmental Protection for $110,000 for a Pucketa Creek Stormwater Management Project.  Under Phase I Streambank Stabilization was completed in 2008 in the Valley School Creek Area.  Currently PACWA is partnering with Westmoreland Conservation District to convert a tennis court area into a pervious concrete parking lot.  The site will be a showcase for developers as pervious concrete can be used in a variety of paving applications for stormwater run-off.

PACWA received a Watershed Mini-Grant from the Dominion and Western Pennsylvania Conservancy to further high school education monitoring program on the work that is being completed at Chartiers Creek at Valley School.

Lower Burrell VFC # 3 is seeking any historical pictures, memorabilia, equipment, and/or anything else  involving their fire company or any of the other Lower Burrell Fire Companies.  They are collecting items for use of their history committee for future enjoyment of the members of this fire company and also for preserving the history of the fire departments of Lower Burrell.  If you have anything, please call Lower Burrell # 3 at 724-339-9611 and leave a message for James Sabulsky or email James at lbvfc3@yahoo.com .
Lower Burrell Volunteer Fire Company # 3 has improved their Automated External Defibrillator (AED) program with the purchase of a new AED.  By increasing the number of AED’s available in Lower Burrell, they hope to improve the odds of survival of their personnel and citizens who may become victims of sudden cardiac arrest.

The purchase was made possible by a monetary grant from the Allegheny-Kiski Health Foundation.  The members of Lower Burrell VFC # 3 would like to publicly acknowledge and thank the AK Health Foundation for their continued generous support.
How Did They Know?

Did you ever wonder how someone was privy to events occurring in the city prior to any public announcement?  The answer is simple.  They subscribe to the city’s electronic distribution of the newsletter.  Join in and be better informed by receiving  the newsletter  before it goes to print.

To enroll, respond to newsletter@cityoflowerburrell.com  Type newsletter in the subject line and provide your name, address and e-mail address.  All information is confidential, we do not share this information with any one or any organization; we do not sell our lists and our site is spam free.
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City of Lower Burrell

     2800 Bethel St.

      Lower Burrell, PA  15068-3227

    
Phone: (724) 335-9875    Fax: (724) 335-9881
Lower Burrell Recycling Day
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City of Lower Burrell – (Rear of Building)

2800 Bethel Street – (Off of Leechburg Road)

Information: (724) 335-9875 ext. 208

Saturday, October 2, 2010 (9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)

The following items will be collected from any Lower Burrell resident.

ACCEPTABLE Items for Recycling




Freon Items (RW Recycling)
Motor Oil


Automatic Transmission Fluid
$15.00/25.00 – Refrigerator (SM/LG)
Hydraulic/Chainsaw Oil
Brake Fluid



$15.00 –Window Air Conditioner/Humidifiers


Kerosene


Rear End Grease (Liquid)

(see bottom of page for New Information!)

Hot water tanks

Dryers






 

Stoves



Washers



Used Tires
(Mar Mac Tire)
Lawn mowers
(must be drained of ALL gasoline/oil)


$ 3.00 – On or off rim, up to 16”
Batteries: Car / Motorcycle / Truck




$ 4.00 – On or off rim, over 16”

Scrap Metal:  We take only bare metal







Burrell School District is collecting empty inkjet & laser cartridges to help obtain free technical supplies.  

We will collect them at this Recycling Day event, or please drop them off at any of the school district offices.

We CANNOT take the following items (see below for hazardous material collection information)


Gasoline  
NO Drums of Any Fluid 
Carburetor Cleaners   2-cycle oil    Cleaning Solvents     Acetone
Oil Based Paint    Antifreeze     Machine/Cutting Fluids     Stone     Wood     Plastic     Pesticides
  Sealants







The following items can be recycled by any resident of the area.

Electronics:

$ 5 – PCs, Printers, Scanners, VCR/DVD Players. 
$12 – Computer monitor

TV’s recycled – cost is 75 cents per inch/Floor Models or Consoles - $35

Laptops, Cell Phones, Keyboards, Cables, Mice, Speakers - No charge
Other items can be quoted specifically on Recycling Day

Latex Paints ONLY:  $2/per gallon or smaller can.  $4/per larger can. Collection will be at city hall.

Sponsors:
Lower Burrell Recycling Task Force & City of Lower Burrell.

In conjunction with services provided by:
P. J. Greco
R.W. Recycling
Mar Mac Tire
Interstate Battery
McCutcheon Enterprises

A Green-Span-Computer Recycling        

Burrell High School Environmental Group


NOTE:  Paper only recycling -> Visit www.paperretriever.com for area sites that have paper only recycling bins for catalogs, magazines, junk mail, office paper, and newspaper  (No cardboard or phone books).








Westmoreland Cleanways will be collecting household hazardous waste (HHW) items on Saturday, October 2 at the Arnold Palmer Regional Airport in Latrobe from 9 am to 2 pm.  Visit www.westmorelandcleanways.org or call 724-836-4129.  The Southwest PA Household Hazardous Waste Task Force is collecting household hazardous items on September 18 at Monroeville Mall (in parking lot across from Best Buy) 9am-1pm . These items include antifreeze, paint products (oil, thinners, sealants), pesticides, pool chemicals, etc. See www.swpahhw.org (or call 412-488-7452) for updated details and associated fees.  Please take advantage of these events and clean out these hazardous items from your basements and garages.
Buying a new Refrigerator or A/C? Recycle working refrigerators, freezers, and A/C’s( Be paid $25-$35. Allegheny Power and Duquesne Light will pick up old working units for free and provide a rebate. Additional rebates are available for clothes washers and dryers, dishwashers, room and central air conditioners, and heat pumps.  Contact your electric company for current details of this and other energy efficient rebate programs for PA Act 129.

Additionally, there are energy efficient heating related rebates ($100 to $500) from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection for new furnaces, boilers, and water heaters.  See http://www.paheatingrebates.com/ for details or call 877-592-2061.




                                               


      


                        DONALD L. KINOSZ                                  DAVID A. REGOLI 


                     Department of Public Affairs                          Accounts & Finance





     FRANK TROZZI, JR                 IRENE J. KARRS             JOSEPH GRILLO


   Parks & Public Property    Streets & Public Improvements       Public Safety





                          BRIAN ESHBAUGH                       ANTHONY FARINA


                                  Treasurer                                          Controller
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