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Organizing the General Association of the U.S.A.

By the opening years of twentieth century, the Landmark Baptists of America-so called because of their stand for traditional Baptist doctrines-had severed all ties they might have had with the convention system of mission and benevolent activities, which had grown up in this country in the nineteenth century. In 1900 the Baptists of Texas divided over the question of church versus convention sover​eignty. Those who believed that the church was the basic New Testament unit organized the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. The Baptists of Arkansas underwent a similar division in 1902, this time over the question of a paid executive secretary. The State Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of Arkansas was thus formed. These actions were soon followed by the creation of independ​ent Landmark associations in Mississippi, now Oklahoma, and several other states. All of these associations were referred to as "general associations." They were so called because representation in each was based upon the principle of church equality, rather than upon a money or church-size basis which characterized the Southern Baptist Convention. They were simply state wide associations, oper​ated as Baptists had always operated their local associations.

Many of these state associations supported state and foreign missionaries. The brethren of Texas developed an extensive mission work in Brazil, while the Arkansas brethren supported a work in Cuba. In the fall of 1904, a number of former Southern Baptist foreign missionaries, who had been ousted by the Mission Board because they disagreed with its high -handed methods, visited these new state asso​ciations. Notable among them were Said M. Jureidini, from Lebanon and I. N. Yohanon, from Iran. They were accompanied by a number of staunch Landmark leaders, among who were J. N. Hall, J. H. Mil​burn and J. A. Scarboro.

It was agreed by all that enough mission work was not being done through the existing state orga​nizations. Landmark Baptists were united in faith and practice, but there was no vehicle for their whole-hearted cooperation in the tremendous task of carrying the Gospel around the world. At the Arkansas State Association, Dr. Ben M. Bogard of Little Rock offered a resolution which called for a cooperative effort between the state associations of Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma, in raising funds for putting some of these missionaries on the field. A few days later, a similar call was sounded by the General Association of Oklahoma. A few weeks later, a brother from Texas published a call for the organization of a new south-wide Baptist body, one which would be based upon, "a purely church basis.” 

Several sites and dates for the organization of this new body were suggested. However, on January 29, 1905, the Bethlehem Church in Little Rock, of which Dr. Bogard was a member, believing, as they said, "that the time has come when these should be organized a General Association of Landmark Bap​tists for the United States," issued a call for a preliminary meeting, whose purpose would be for, "con​sultation, and if thought best, for organization," of such a body. The call was for the meeting to be held on March 22, 1905, at Texarkana, astride the Texas-Arkansas border. Each church working in harmony with the state associations was to elect one messenger. This meeting was to be governed by two princi​ples: scriptural church cooperation and church equality.

On the date appointed, the meeting was held in the Miller County, Arkansas Courthouse in Texar​kana. Fifty-two churches were represented together with brethren from Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Missouri, Illinois and Louisiana, and of course Arkansas, Texas and Oklahoma. A tentative organization was effected and several foreign missionaries placed on the field. After a lengthy debate, it was decided to address a memorial to the upcoming meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, so that the body "might have a chance to decide if the unscriptural things that are derisive and hurtful would be corrected." This memorial, "called the Convention's attention to the dissatisfaction that pre​vailed and asked that the money basis of representation be eliminated and that a church basis be adopted instead."

A committee of seven, including Dr. Bogard, was appointed to compose this address. "Our sincere desire," they wrote, "is for peace and harmony among Baptists, but we want this ... on Bible principles and methods. We love peace, but we love principle better. First pure and then peaceable." The conven​tion sent the following reply, "it would not be for the best interest of the work of the Convention ... to accede to (these) petitions . . ." Thus the desires and beliefs of thousands of Landmark Baptists all across this country were dismissed out of hand.

Therefore, messengers from about 100 churches, from 12 states, met in the First Baptist Church of Texarkana, Texas, on November 24, 1905, for the permanent organization of the General Association of the United States. During the nineteen years of its life, the Association supported missionaries in a number of foreign countries. In 1916 it acquired its Sunday School and book publications business. In 1924 the General Association united with the BMA of Texas to form the American Baptist Association.

--written by Russell P. Baker

The following article on Dr. W. A. Clark furnishes the background for Dr. Ben M. Bogard’s opposi​tion to conventionism and his assuming the mantle of the Landmark cause, which eventually led to a separate Landmark Association in Arkansas, and then the General Association in 1905. 

Dr. William Allen Clark (1)
William Allen Clark  XE  "William Allen Clark " was born in Clin​ton County near Roseville, IN, May 24, 1844. He at​tended pub​lic school 1855-1860 and en​tered the Simonds Select School for Boys in In​dianapolis in 1861. On August 9, 1862, at the age of 18, he volunteered for ser​vice in the Civil War and was assigned to Com​pany K, 72nd In​diana Volun​teers, Wilder's "Lightning Brigade" of Mounted In​fantry. Was in active serv​ice through​out the war and at its close went to Kansas, where on November 13, 1865 he mar​ried Jennie C. Jordan of Tecumseh, Kansas. 
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His religious service began with his con​version in May, 1867, when he joined the Methodist Epis​copal Church. Some months later he joined the Lynn Creek Kansas, Bap​tist Church. On February 2, 1872 he was licensed to preach and on April 22, 1872, he was or​dained to the ministry.

A few months later he sold his farm in Kansas and went to Chicago where he at​tended the Baptist Theological Seminary for three years. The Divinity Degree was con​ferred upon him by the State Univer​sity of Arkansas in 1881. 

He was pastor of Valparaiso, Ind., 1873-4; at Elkhart, Ind., 1875-6; Dardanelle, Ark., 1877; Helena, Ark., 1879; Bristol, Tenn.-Va., 1880-81; Hot Springs, Ark., 1884-5-6-7; Chico, CA, 1888; Alpino, CA., 1905-7; Lawrence, Ark. 1915-20.

He also was State Evangelist in Arkansas for a num​ber of years and was edi​tor of The Arkansas Baptist most of the time from Febru​ary, 1889 until 1905, when he took his invalid wife (and the mother of his children) to Alpine, Calif. She died there June 6, 1907, was buried in the Belle​fontaine cemetery, St. Louis. In 1909 he took charge of the Experiment Fruit Farm at Sutherland Springs, Texas, where he re​mained until 1912, later visiting his chil​dren in Cali​fornia and St. Louis until Octo​ber, 1915, when he bought a little country home at Lawrence, near Hot Springs, Ark., where he resided until his death which oc​curred at his home in Arkansas on Wednes​day, June 30, 1920.
The biographical sketch in the 1920 minute of the Saline Association added, "A min​ister forty-eight years, State Evangelist about three years and did a great work. And during this time he preached 876 sermons and baptized 582 converts. A successful pas​tor of churches. A number of years Editor of The Arkansas Baptist (now the Baptist and Com​moner.) Moderator of the Saline Associ​ation eight times (1885-86, 1901-04, 1916-19). A real missionary who stood four square for church independence and supremacy. A pa​triot in Is​rael fallen--called to his reward June 30, 1920."

This sketch was prepared by A. B. Shock​ley, who was clerk of the Association from 1899-1910, 1912-22. Shockley, from Ten Mile Church, showed an intense interest in the Association's history, and collected many old minutes.  

Just a few months prior to his death, Dr. Clark pre​pared an article titled, "Remi​nis​cences" for publication in The Baptist and Commoner. This article was re-published in the July 28, 1920 edi​tion, which included the account of his life and tributes by such men as M. W. Izard, J. L. Brown, J. A. Smith, and Ben M. Bogard, the edi​tor. One purpose of the arti​cle was to show that Dr. Clark opposed convention practices and abuses many years before Dr. Bogard, and "other new-comers” became active in the State work.  
Reminiscences
After a short in​troduction, Dr. Clark wrote:

"I accepted the pastorate at Dard​anelle early in 1877 and in July of the same year at​tended the State Convention at For​rest City. Dr. J. R. Graves  XE  "J. R. Graves " was there and the entire broth​er​hood almost idolized him. The Southern Baptist Convention received scant attention. The con​vention adopted measures to employ me as evan​gelist for the State and after Dard​anelle Church recommended me for the work, I entered the field, January 1, 1878. Up to the end of the con​vention year I labored thirty-one weeks, vis​ited forty-two churches, preached 216 sermons and bap​tized eighty-two converts. I had nothing to do with su​perintend​ing the work of others and trusted the Lord and his people to support me. I paid my own ex​penses and my support was am​ple, amounting to ($481.55) four hundred and eighty-one dol​lars and fifty-five cents. 

The next convention met at Monti​cello and the Executive Board reported that "Our Mis​sionary deserves the unqualified approba​tion of the convention.' I was con​tinued in the work and labored twenty weeks. I visited twenty desti​tute fields, preached 187 sermons, and baptized seventy-five (75) con​verts. The plan and manner of the conven​tion was then almost identical with the plan and manner of the pre​sent State Association. I resigned the work and entered the pastorate because my wife's health required me at home. 

In 1879 the Convention met at Hope and I was again elected 'State Evangelist.' I declined the work. During these years there was no dis​cord and the baptisms were about twelve per cent of the membership each year.

In the convention at Russellville in 1880 came the in​troduction of episcopacy and mam​mon
. Here are the words as found in the Min​utes:

"The board recommends the ap​point​ment of a super​intendent of missions, to be clothed with authority by the board." (Minutes 1880, p. 24). R. W. Harmon was elected "Super​intendent." "An office created by the last con​vention." (Page 10, 1881 Min​utes). Further proof of the innova​tion is found in the Minutes of the Paragould Con​vention, page 47: "The principal feature of our work needing attention seems to have been originated in the conven​tion at Russel​lville in 1880." 

Here we have undoubted convention tes​timony that the old Landmark way was sup​planted by an office created in 1880. But the op​position to this outrage was vehement in the churches and associa​tions. The origi​nator of the scheme joined the Episcopalians after​wards, a logical thing to do. 

In 1877 or ’78, Eld. E. L. Compere  XE  "E. L. Compere " sought honors and emolument and organized the Gen​eral Associa​tion of Western Arkansas and Dr. Tichenor, secretary of the Home Mission Board, being peeved because he could not con​trol the Arkansas Conven​tion succeeded in making Compere's baby a con​stituent of the Southern Baptist Conven​tion. I was pre​sent when Compere walked out of the Concord Asso​ciation because it did not endorse his schemes. Dr. J. S. Murrow, "the apostle to the Indians," lost his position as missionary to the Indians because of Com​pere's schemes.

In November, 1881, at the convention in Little Rock, I was elected "State Evange​list" by the board. As this was done before the Minutes was printed, the following appears on the back of the title page:

"W. A. Clark, D.D., State Evangelist."

Being a Landmark Baptist I worked by the Bible plan. At the convention in 1882 I read my report as "State Evangelist." (See Minutes 1882, p. 4). During the year I preached 410 times, baptized 225. Pine Bluff, Magnolia, Hope, Texarkana, Fayetteville, Fort Smith, Spring​dale, Eureka Springs, Morrilton, Brink​ley churches were re​juve​nated by meet​ings held with them. At the Lonoke Convention I was re-elected "State Evangelist." My report at the close of the year showed sermons preached 364, baptized 158. The committee on State Missions said: "More have been added to our churches under our mission work the present year than were added under the entire work of the South​ern Baptist Convention out​side of Arkansas the year before" (Minutes 1883, p. 17).  

But the leaven had been working and af​ter the Fayetteville Convention the board arbi​trar​ily decided to em​ploy a financial secretary. I was elected and when told I was to "superin​tend" the mission​aries, I promptly declined. In June 1884 I was asked by the board to do mis​sion work. I again objected to the plan, but be​ing as​sured that my work should be the same as when I was evan​gelist, I accepted and for four months worked well nigh day and night, spend​ing six weeks in Columbia, Union and Ash​ley counties and vis​ited 26 churches, walking mostly from church to church. During the four months I preached 109 sermons, witnessed 55 con​ver​sions, baptized forty-two. Collected four hundred and ninety-five dollars and twenty cents, ($495.20).

What I did not do. I did not boss any​body; did not place any pastors or missionar​ies; wrote no "round up" letters; mailed no cheap John pamphlets. I visited six associa​tions and found bitter opposi​tion to the as​sumption of authority the convention lead​ers were fostering. Thus ended the scrip​tural life of the Arkansas Con​vention. 
The next convention announced: "Men we can get, if we can get the money," (Minutes 1886, page 17).  During that year M. D. Early  XE  "M. D. Early " claimed to have secured the co-oper​ation of eight associa​tions. Saline Associa​tion stood sponsor for the convention at first, but when the scriptural plan was aban​doned this old mother association re​pudi​ated the convention and now there is not a convention church in it. Simi​lar ac​tion was taken by most of the old as​sociations.

During these years I have associated with Espy, Paslay, Moses Green, Hyatt, G. G. Wise, W. T. Box, John Mayes, R. M. Lea, Dr. Thomas, J. P. Copeland, L. Quinn, Wm. Tucker, A. B. Miller, and many others. I loved them. But some of them lacked the courage of their con​victions. One of the best of them said to me just before the con​ven​tion entered upon its revolu​tionary program at Paragould: "Brother Clark, I admire your courage and believe you are right, but I can't af​ford to take that position on ac​count of so​cial and fi​nancial relations." Alas!

Under the superintendency of M. D. Early (1887-8) but little was accomplished. One hun​dred and twenty-eight dol​lars was reported for State Missions which was col​lected for other purposes and was expunged from the record. Dur​ing the year the secre​tary (superintendent) spent part of his time in poli​tics and the president of the conven​tion paid him for the time he spent in the po​litical field. The present State Secretary has done the same sort of work recently. Will he be good the rest of the time? 

In 1895 the churches became dis​gusted with board ar​rogance and centraliza​tion. Thirty-nine associations elected men of their own mem​bership to represent them on the State Board. But the con​vention denied their right to such repre​sentation. But did de​cide that "The convention shall appoint one brother from each associa​tion," thus the churches and associations lost voice in the State Convention and the churches were ig​nored. Star chamber proceed​ings took the place of old time democ​racy.

At the convention at Lonoke, 1894, I was on a commit​tee to present constitutional amendments. I could not agree with the com​mit​tee and the amendment to have nu​merical repre​sentation was opposed by me. When objec​tion was raised because I was on the committee, Mc​Manaway promptly de​fended me by saying: "Clark fought this in the committee room." He de​clared that I had been promised free​dom on the floor, rather than have me bring in a mi​nor​ity report. This shows the malicious falsity of the oft repeated statement that I favored that in​iq​uity. I did not then and never did favor the numerical basis of representation. This ex​plains why my name was to that report that recom​mended it.

I have touched only the high places but my article must close.

How the Monticello Orphans' Home was wrested from the churches that founded it and supported it, and how the colleges were corre​lated out of the hands of the churches, and how at Paragould the old guard was beaten by a con​fi​dence game, and the revolu​tionists continue to carry on, is well known. There are still many who have not the knee to Baal. Thank God.


Yours at the same old stand,




   W. A. Clark 

Dr. Ben M. Bogard, as editor, added this note: "The foregoing article was written just three months before he died and shows clearly how he stood to the end. He sub​scribed himself as "YOURS AT THE SAME OLD STAND." Won​der how long it will be be​fore some will be say​ing that Clark changed his views before he died? This ar​ticle should be preserved for such a statement and used to refute it."

James Knox Polk Williams (2)
Moderator, 1905-1907

J. K. P. Williams was born March 26, 1845 and died May 30, 1901.  He was Vice President of the BMA of Texas in 1901. He was also elected to preach the intro​ductory sermon at the 1902 meeting.  Bro. W. H. Parks, who was President and wrote the account of the 1902 Association, stated, “J. K. P. Williams preached the introductory sermon, and it was a grand con​vincing effort, having the ring of the pure gospel. Text, “Unto Him be glory in the church, by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end, amen.”

Williams was most remembered for his work at Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church organized in mid-summer of 1872, at the home of James Moore Coffman.

Mt. Pleasant had 12 charter members:  David H. Coffman, Sr. and his wife Harriet; James Moore Coffman and his wife, Tempie; Robert Coffman and his wife, Maggie; Thomas Coffman and his wife, Sarah; Mrs. Joe Layne; Mrs. Zeke Williams; Grandma Williams; and J.K.P. Williams.
J. K. P. (Polk) Williams was chosen as the first minister and served as pastor for more than 10 years. 
The church met from home to home until David H. Coffman, Sr. and Joseph Layne donated land to Grayson County for a school, cemetery, and church in 1879.
A one-room log cabin was built and served as the first Layne School and Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church.  This is the location of the present day Layne Elementary School. 
After several years, a larger, one-room white frame building was built, serving again as the school and church.  This structure burned to the ground in 1922, forcing the church to purchase land and rebuild.

The new church, now 212 members strong was erected in the 2400 block of West Walker, and consisted of a small auditorium and a few classrooms, plus additional two classrooms housed in a small structure in the back.
In 1946, the property at 2401 W. Morton was purchased, and the fourth Mt. Pleasant was built at a cost of $28,000.  The new church boasted of a large auditorium, raised rostrum for a 30-member choir, 11 classrooms, nursery, kitchen, and study.
The first church on West Morton was destroyed by fire in 1951, but was rebuilt bigger and better later that same year.  

In December 1965, eight additional lots adjoining the church property were purchased.  A new sanctuary, complete with a spacious choir loft and seating for 550, was built in 1966 for $150,000. 
The old auditorium was converted into an educational building and is presently used for class​rooms, assemblies, and a fellowship area.
As of 2007, the church is approximately 135 years old. 

The church has been stalwart in its fellowship with the Missionary Baptist churches in Texas.  

Abe Carlin (3)
Assistant Moderator, 1905 & 1916
The first mention of Eld. Abe Carlin stated, “The first meeting of Indian and Oklahoma Territories was held with Tulsa Baptist Church (now the First Baptist Church) Indian Territory, Nov. 27-0, 1903.” Elder Abe Carlin was elected as Moderator.
 

Abe Carlin was listed as a messenger in 1905 from Owasso Church, Owasso, I. T. and in 1916 from Roland Baptist Church, Roland, Ok. Apparently he was well respected because he was elected as Assistant Moderator both times.

 For the 1905 meeting he was appointed to the committee to prepare the Statement of Principles for the new association. The record states, “This committee retired to the study of the pastor, First Church, eighteen hours in preparing the Statement of Principles. When the report was read it was adopted by unanimous vote without amendment.” 

The other members of the committee were: J. N. Hall, C. R.  Powell, E. A. Puthuff, C. A. Gilbert, G. W. Capps, J. A. Scarboro, W. A. Ridge, W. M. Barker, G. H. Stigler.

In 1917 Bro. Abe Carlin reported, as a missionary, four professed conversions and 27 baptisms. He was one of six missionaries whose reports were printed in the minute book
In 1928 and 1930 Abe Carlin was listed as pastor of Emmanuel Church, Sapulpa, OK. 
CARLIN, Abraham (Abe), Landmark Baptist minister and leader, Baptist newspaper publisher, and religious debater was born June 5, 1853 in Shinnston, Harrison County, West Virginia, the son of Asa Carlin and Mariah Gifford Carlin. In 1856, the family moved to MO and settled at Stone’s Prairie in the northwest corner of Barry County, where Asa became a prosperous and well-known farmer. 

Abraham was licensed as a Baptist preacher on October 1884 and ordained in April of 1885 by the Baptist Church in Purdy, MO. Over the next several decades he pastored widely in southwestern MO, northwest AR, and OK. In 1892 he established and edited a small Landmark Baptist publication called the Baptist Missionary. However, it is not known how long the publication lasted. Evidently at about the same time, he engaged in at least one religious debate with a Church of Christ minister in Huntsville, AR. In 1900 he was living at Aurora, MO. Shortly afterwards, he moved to Tulsa, OK where he served as an early pastor of the First Baptist Church. By 1910 he was pastoring in rural Franklin County, AR. However, by 1920 he was back in Tulsa, OK and by 1930 he and his wife were living in Sapulpa, OK, where he evidently died after 1930. 

When the General Association of Missionary Baptist Churches in the U. S. held its organizational session in 1905, Bro. Carlin attended as a messenger from the Baptist Church in Owasso, OK. At this session, he was elected Assistant Moderator. He also served on an important committee that helped draft that body’s Statement of Principles. He last attended the General Association in 1916 when he was pastor of the church at Roland, OK. At this session he was again elected as Associate Moderator. Abraham married Emma Gifford about 1872 and they became the parents of three children, Ida B., Elbert, and Erskin G.         

--Contributed by Bro. Russell P. Baker
Sources:

Lasher’s Ministerial Directory of the Baptist Churches (1899), p. 128.

“Jediah Carlin”, Cassville, MO Democrat, July 22, 1905 on the Internet. 

1850 U. S. Census, Harrison County, VA, p. 139A

1860 – 1880 U. S. Census Barry County, MO. 

1900 U. S. Census, Lawrence County, MO, p. 307A.

1910 U. S. Census, White Oak Township, Franklin County, AR, p. 169.

1920 U. S. Census, Tulsa City, Tulsa County, OK.

1930 U. S. Census, Sapulpa, Creek County, OK, p.176A.

William Henry Paslay (4)
Assistant Moderator, 1905 & 1906 XE  "William Henry Paslay" 
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William Henry Paslay was born in South Carolina on Dec. 18, 1831. He became a member of a Missionary Baptist Church at the age of 13 years, and was a Missionary Baptist preacher for 59 years. Elder Paslay was a gradu​ate of Furman College in SC, and came to Arkansas with his parents in 1857. He died at the home of his daugh​ter, Mrs. Etta Johnson, in Forrest City on Feb. 5, 1911.

A bio​graphical sketch and the picture below were included in the 1911 Minute of the Mt. Vernon Associa​tion.

Bro. Paslay was Moderator of the local Mt. Vernon Association in 1890-1891 and 1902-1908. A tribute in the Apr. 4, 1912, Baptist Ad​vance stated, “He was mighty in the Scrip​tures and spent his life mainly in preaching to coun​try churches in Eastern Arkansas, but of​ten preached at Brinkley, Haynes, and Forrest City. He was a strong advocate of missions both at home and abroad.” According to family information, Eld. Paslay was the son of a preacher, Henry William Paslay, who was born in 1803 in Lau​rens Co, SC, the son of Captain Robert Paslay who fought in the Revolution​ary War.

Bro. Paslay was a gradu​ate of the Medical College at Charleston, SC. He be​came a Baptist minister around Greenville and Lau​rens Co, SC. He served as traveling agent for Furman University, and later as Chairman of the Building Committee and as a trustee for Furman University. He moved the family to Arkansas in 1857 and died in 1872. 

--written by Robert Ashcraft, Pioneer Faith, The History of Missionary Baptist Associations and Churches in Arkansas from 1818 to 1920, 1994, p. 493-494. 

W.H. Kuykendall (5)
Assistant Moderator, 1906
William Hull Kuykendall was born in 1855 and died in 1942.

He was ordained in 1881 at Dallas. In 1905 he was a messenger from Bateman Baptist Church and Dripping Springs Baptist Church, and he listed his place of residence as Lockhart, TX. His first wife, Sarah Elizabeth, died in 1896 and was buried in Love Co., OK. After her death he was pastor of Lone Grove Baptist Church, Lone Grove, Indian Territory. At the 1907 meeting he gave a report of the mission work in Tampico, Mexico. The Treasurer reported, “Bro. Kuykendall has done some good work in Mexico. He has a hard and difficult field.” 

Lillian Hall, the widow of J. N. Hall was a messenger in 1909 from the Hall Memorial Church, Fulton, KY. She later married W. H. Kuykendall.

From about 1916 until 1918 he was pastor of First Baptist Church, Magnolia, AR. In 1930 he was living in Carter Co., OK. 

John Newton Hall
J. N. Hall, Fulton, KY, preached at the 1903 and 1904 meetings of the BMA of Texas in Dallas. He preached his last sermon, “Why I Believe the Bible,” at the organizational meeting of the General Asso​ciation. The following biographical sketch was written by Russell P. Baker and included as part of the 1985 report of the History and Archives Committee.
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JOHN NEWTON HALL, who at the time of his death was called "one of the greatest pulpit orators in the South,” was born on February 5, 1849 in Pleasureville, Henry County, Kentucky, the oldest of the five children of William E. and Elizabeth Hall. In 1856 the family moved to Carlisle County, in western Kentucky, and settled where the town of Arlington is now located. He was converted at the age of four​teen and baptized into the fellowship of the Cane Run Baptist Church in 1863. His formal education consisted of three years at a "Campbellite high school” at nearby Milburn. In 1872 he was ordained to the gospel ministry by the Hopewell Church. For the next thirty years he pastored among the rural churches of Kentucky and Tennessee. During that time he is reported to have preached "not less than ten thousand sermons.

However, it was as a debater and as an editor that his name became a household word among Baptists. The religious debate, once one of the most popular spectator sports in the rural South, has mostly passed from favor today. But before the days of the mass media, debates were an important means of exposing error and spreading the gospel. Brother Hall began his debating career in 1884 in a public discussion with one of his former school instructors, who was a member of the Church of Christ denomination. With characteristic directness, he is reported to have told him, "You use to teach and lick me, but now I am teaching and licking you." His reputation as a speaker grew to such an extent that he was almost constantly on the road from one debate to another. He once conducted seven debates within the span of just two months. "From some cause," he lamented in 1890, "the large part of [Baptist] debating of late, has fallen on me. I do not know why, for not a single debate has come of my seeking, ... preaching or challenging." An example of his
power in the pulpit can be seen in his closing remarks at one of his famous debates with "infidels." He "spoke for two hours, and it was so overwhelming that the people [present] forgot themselves and all the rest of the world . . . and thought only of the great truths that were being exposed." No wonder that he wrote to a friend that he seldom stopped his day's work "before twelve o'clock at night." In all, he participated in some ninety-seven debates. At least four of these discussions were published in book form. The most popular was his Campbellite Catechism.

His second and even more far-reaching career, that of an editor, began in 1879, when he began publishing a Baptist newspaper at Fulton, Kentucky. In the late 1880s he edited the Arkansas Baptist in Little Rock. However, it was through the columns of his American Baptist Flag, begun in 1897, that Brother Hall assumed the role of spokesman for the Landmark Baptist movement. The Flag quickly came to rival the influence and circulation of J. R. Graves' paper of the 1850s. He took up his pen at a critical time in the history of his people. The issues of that day are still with us. The forces of religious liberalism and error were even then trying to dilute the doctrines taught in the Bible.

Brother Hall lost no time in taking such false teachers to task. In an article entitled "The New Issue" he demonstrated the unscripturalness of one of their pet teachings, the universal church. "For our part," he stated, "we deny [the] whole 'invisible,' universal church idea. There is but one sort of a church in the New Testament, and that is a local and visible church." Like Landmark leaders before him, he attacked pulpit affiliation and open communion. To him "the most royal institution in this world" was a local Baptist church.
On the other issue of the day, convention sovereignty, he was equally blunt. "We have always favored a subservient convention and [mission] board," he wrote. Such opposition to the Southern Bap​tist Convention brought him into conflict with the denominational leaders of his day. However, even they could not muzzle his defense of the truth. "Now since the true-blue Baptists are speaking out against [these convention] innovations, he challenged, "the heretics who brought on the disputes are yelling 'Quit wrangling and go to work.' If these lusty yellers want the fuss stopped let them stop their heresies."

Perhaps his most important legacy to us was his penetrating analysis of the "convention system" and his denunciation of its attempts to grab power from the churches. "Churches may, " he wrote, "cooperate together in sending out missionaries by organizing associations for that purpose if they so desire. [Such] an association is nothing more than a conference of appointed messengers to confer together about things that are best ... [it] has no power at all over churches, and can do nothing more than confer and advise."

He put these words into action in November of 1905, when he chaired a committee appointed by the messengers sent to Texarkana, Texas, to formulate a basis of fellowship for our country's first national Landmark Baptist Association, the General Association of the U.S. that became the American Baptist Association in 1924. At the time, he was in the grip of a fatal illness. His last labor on earth was the "Statement of Principles" of the old General Association, that was later incorporated into the Articles of Agreement of the ABA. On his return trip to Fulton, Kentucky, he was taken violently ill and had to be removed from the train at Prescott, Arkansas. After a short rest, he resumed his journey but died shortly after reaching his home on December 4, 1905. Ben M. Bogard, a former pastor, preached his funeral.

J. N. Hall was a man who bridged the gap between the leadership of J. R. Graves and J. M. Pendleton and that of Ben M. Bogard and D. N. Jackson. He was a man of principle, who always stood ready to defend the right. He was plain spoken and frank and had a rare ability to see through religious hypocrisy. He will ever remain one of the "greatest men in defense of Bible doctrines." He was truly one of the heroes of the faith.

Sources:

William M. Barker Memoirs of Eld. J. N. Hall, The Peerless Defender of the Baptist Faith, (F'ulton, Ky., 1907).

Ben M. Bogard, Pillars of Orthodoxy (Louisville, Ky., 1900), John Newton Hall Hall's Campbellite Catechism (Fulton, Ky., 1898).

Loftin Quinn (7)
Assistant Moderator, 1907

Loftin Quinn was born in Alabama, August 21, 1843. He began preaching in Alabama in April, 1867. Thirty-nine years of Bro. Quinn’s ministerial life was spent in Arkansas. His first pastorate in the state was at Shiloh MBC, six miles SW of Sheridan in 1869. He then became pastor of Toledo and Star City, then for three years he served the First Baptist Church in Pine Bluff. After that he served Charleston, Greenwood, Springdale, Rogers, Second Baptist, Ft. Smith, Antioch, Little Rock, and Argenta (North Little Rock). 

“In all these pastorates he did faithful and successful work, and thousands of people have been converted and baptized under his preaching. He kept no record of his labors, for he said he ‘preferred that the books be kept in heaven…He was one of our most useful men,…”
 

When he was pastor in Ft. Smith, in February, 1902, the Second Baptist Church issued the first call for a meeting to be held on March 26 to consider organizing a new state association so that “all cooperative work might be controlled by the churches.”

In 1899 He was Financial Agent for Buckner College, and saved the college from passing out of the hands of the Baptists. For one year he was missionary for the Friendship Association, and for two years was missionary for the State Association. At the time of his death, he was chairman of the Missionary Committee of the State Association and Assistant Moderator of the General Association.

The last two years of his life were spent serving small churches near his home in Chalmers (Saline Co.), and doing some mission work for the State Association. His last service was at Hurricane Church on the first Sunday in September, 1908. He preached and baptized that day. He died on October 11, 1908, and was laid to rest in China Grove Cemetery. Funeral services were conducted by Elders William Tucker and Ben M. Bogard.
 

Dr. Ben M. Bogard (8)
Moderator, 1908 - 1909
For a complete biography of Dr. Ben M. Bogard XE  "Ben M. Bogard" , please refer to the two-volume Life and Works of Ben. M. Bogard by L. D. Foreman and Alta Payne. 
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For our purposes, we will concen​trate on the period of Dr. Bogard's ministry be​ginning in 1899 and continuing until 1921 when he be​came pastor of Antioch Baptist Church in Little Rock. In June of 1895 Ben M. Bogard accepted the pastorate of the church in Charleston, MO. He served as pastor at Charleston until he re​signed in January, 1899, to accept the pastorate at Searcy, Ark. The work in Searcy began Feb. 1, 1899. In his "Recollections," Bro. Bogard wrote:

"When I came to Searcy as pastor they were worshipping in an old dilapidated house. Efforts had been made to get money enough to re​pair the building and they could not raise four hundred dollars, the amount necessary to make the repairs that were absolutely neces​sary to make the decency and comfort of the building. I held a protracted meeting in which about thirty were received for baptism. I sug​gested to the church that we build a new ten thousand dollar house. They said it could not be done...."

"At the time it was completed it was the finest Baptist Church house in the state of Arkansas... I stayed on and preached the Gospel in that meeting house for three years... My work in Searcy was a glorious success. I sup​pose I bap​tized not less than one hundred dur​ing the five years I was there....

"The Searcy work was the envy of the con​vention people. It was a strong church and had a fine church house and they wanted it... no sooner than I left they began to set their plans to steal the church. There were a few conven​tion men in the church and they objected to ev​ery preacher that was suggested... Their real reason was they did not want an association Baptist preacher... They got a bunch of exactly nine con​vention men and one lady who was not a conven​tionite to​gether on a very rainy day and called J. S. Rogers XE  "J. S. Rogers" ... When the membership learned that had been done, they made a mis​take in not meet​ing at once and declaring the action of that fac​tion void and calling a preacher in harmony with the church. But they reasoned that one year will soon be out and we can get rid of Rogers and call an​other preacher then.

"But they reasoned incorrectly. They had not had any experience with convention schemers. Rogers came and began work when he knew that the situation was as I have related it. The brethren refused to support him and they thought they would freeze him out. But the STATE BOARD came to his rescue and put up enough to tide him over. Meantime four of our leading brethren died. Some moved away. Rogers held a protracted meeting and got in near sev​enty young members who of course were largely sub​ject to his will,... Thus by death and removals and the new members who had come in he se​cured a majority by the end of the year and he continued until he landed the church in the con​vention. That was the first big church steal we experi​enced."

It could be this experience motivated Bro. Bogard in his extensive travels among the churches and associations, particularly during the ensuing two decades. According to the tes​ti​mony of older brethren, the church "stealing" which was experienced at Searcy occurred rather frequently during this period. It might be noted this was the same J. S. Rogers who edited a his​tory of Arkansas Baptists soon af​ter World War II. 

Bogard attended the Caroline Associa​tion at Beebe in 1899 as a messenger from the Searcy Church. He made a report on Foreign Missions and "preached at the Baptist Church by appoint​ment of the body." He also attended the Baptist State Convention in 1899 in Jones​boro as a mes​senger from Searcy Church. He reported, "I preached by appoint​ment on Sun​day night at the Second Baptist Church."

Bro. Bogard reported on helping orga​nize Bethlehem Church and his first acquain​tance with Dr. W. A. Clark XE  "W. A. Clark" :

"When I was pastor at Searcy, I was asked to come to Little Rock and help organize a church and when I came I met Elder W. A. Clark and a few of his friends and we gathered in a little three-room house at 26th and Bishop Streets, away out in the suburbs of Little Rock. Possibly fifteen or twenty were there...The prospect pleased and it seemed the Lord's will that a church be estab​lished. It was done."

"Several preachers labored in the early years of the church and it grew and prospered. It ran up in numbers until possibly seventy or eighty members belonged there. For several years it was a full time church and Elder Frank Davis preached every Sunday there." 

In May, 1901, Bro. Bogard brought the Baccalaureate Address at Southwest Baptist Col​lege, Boli​var, MO. Southwest Baptist Col​lege conferred the Doctor of Divinity degree on Bro. Bogard on May 29, 1901.

Bro. Bogard continued his ministry at Searcy until November of 1903, when he ac​cepted the call of First Baptist Church, North Lit​tle Rock, and began pastoral work Decem​ber 1, 1903. He had completed nearly five years of pas​toral ministry at Searcy.
The Arkansas Baptist and Dr. W. A. Clark

It was while he was pastor in Searcy that the division occurred in the State work. The is​sue that caused Bro. Bogard to first be​come in​volved was in defense of Dr. W. A. Clark. Bro. Bogard ex​plained:

The contention over mission methods came on and Dr. Clark and Secretary A. J. Bar​ton XE  "A. J. Bar​ton"  clashed. They sought to force Clark to sub​mit to their dictation and the fight waxed warmer. The first clash in the annual conven​tion was at Hope. They whipped Dr. Clark into line and un​der pres​sure he promised to fall into line with the work as outlined by the dictation of the sec​retary. In turn they promised to stand by the Arkansas Baptist. I was there and watched the fight and took some part in it and was humili​ated by the compromise that was made. I went back to Searcy, where I then lived, and decided that there was no use to continue the fight, but the leaders in the convention thought ... that the next thing was to get rid of Clark and thus de​stroy the man who had dared to call in question their high handed move​ment, no matter if he had promised to fall into line.

So they began their scheming and were working to get rid of Clark. Clark found it out and he decided that since they had broken faith that he was no longer bound to stand by his promises. Right at this juncture I bought a half interest in the paper and began to add what I could to Clark's efforts to win the fight for the churches against the usurpers of power. Being young and full of en​ergy I pushed and pushed and worked and worked until the debts of the paper were all paid and the old General Associ​ation was organized. It was a hard fight and most un​pleasant and I think now that if I had known all the mean things that I have found that some of them did and all the un​pleasant and even dan​gerous things I have passed through that I should have backed out and not undertaken the work but looking back at it I thank God for having made the ven​ture. There has been much work ac​complished be​cause of the divi​sion. The rivalry has caused both sides to work harder and our fight on the convention has held the con​vention back from what it would have done in departing from the faith and prac​tice of orthodox Bap​tists.

In another article, Bro. Bogard stated, 

During the last four years of Clark's ser​vice Ben M. Bogard came in as half owner and joint editor with Clark, coming August 1, 1901. This arrangement caused the paper to take on new life as Dr. Clark had more than one man could do alone.  Bogard wrote his part of the edi​torials and kept much in the field, visiting asso​ciations and holding meetings. In the fall of 1904 Bogard bought Clark's interest and Clark retired for good.

After serving four years as editor, and two years of that time as business manager as well, there came a merger proposition from J. N. Hall to Bogard. In order to accomplish this merg​ing Bogard orga​nized the present Baptist Pub​lishing Company and secured stock amounting to ten thousand dollars with much more sub​scribed. J. N. Hall  XE  "J. N. Hall " subscribed twenty-five thou​sand dol​lars and agreed to put up his printing plant and the list of the Baptist Flag, which was located at Fulton, Kentucky, into the company in payment for his stock. This was in 1905.

After the death of J. N. Hall, Mrs. Hall re​fused to recognize the business arrangement be​tween Bogard and Hall, and engaged W. M. Barker as editor of the Flag and retained the printing plant in Kentucky, and also the sub​scriber list. As a result the Baptist Publishing Company elected W. R. Cross as President and C. R. Powell as Editor.

W. R. Cross was able to arrange financ​ing "to float the concern again." Dr. Bogard con​tin​ued, "Powell built up a fine list. We all helped him. In three years Powell became dissatisfied and the com​pany accepted his resignation and Bogard was elected 'editor-in-chief' which posi​tion he held three years.

"By the earnest effort of W. R. Cross, XE  "W. R. Cross,"  J. E. Newman, his son-in-law, was put in as editor and man​ager." W. M. Webb, who had been busi​ness manager resigned "and Bogard was given a department known as 'Doctrinal and Practical Department'. As a result of further actions, Dr. Bogard eventually resigned from his associa​tion with the paper. Dr. Bogard also stated, Newman" not only failed to suc​cessfully run the Arkansas Baptist, but fell out with his fa​ther-in-law and endeavored to sell out to the Convention peo​ple."

In his "recollections, Bro. Bogard re​ported: 

"He [W. R. Cross] took me down as editor and gave me a page in the paper ... I took my medicine and meekly accepted my subordi​nated place. Elder J. M. Newman was made edi​tor and manager. He had never succeeded in anything in his life and he made a flat failure as editor and manager of the paper. In order to keep from be​ing in an unpleasant situation continually I ac​cepted the pastorate of the First Baptist Church, Itasca, Texas, and left Arkansas and spent three happy years in Texas. Went there expecting to stay, but because the situation changed I came to Texarkana and went in with Elder M. P. Math​eny and estab​lished the Baptist and Com​moner."

First Baptist Church, North Little Rock
It should be noted Bro. Bogard pastored this church three different times.  The first tenure ended late in 1904, when he resigned, and stated, "It is my purpose to spend some time in general field and evange​lis​tic work."

During the first part of the year he preached at churches in the central Arkansas area, including the dedication sermon at Beth​le​hem on the first Sunday in May. In June he made a tour of Kentucky in the interest of the Baptist Publishing Co., which included preach​ing at his home church. He reported that on this trip he "did some business for the company and had a very pleasant visit among my friends and for​mer pas​torates."

In the summer evangelistic meetings were held with G. W. James at Strawberry, S. P. Davis in Austin, J. W. Avery in Redfield, also Bethlehem in Little Rock, Philadelphia Church near Prattsville, Zion Church near Lowell, and Mt. Olive Church near Bauxite. 

Foreman and Payne reported, "At the close of the year 1905, he wrote in his journal: 'I was extended a unanimous call to the care of Ar​genta [North Little Rock] Church on Novem​ber 1, my work to begin December 1, 1905. I ac​cepted the work. Having previously served the church as pastor, the call was hardly to be ex​pected.' Again in 1906 he wrote, "A call for an​other year as pas​tor was extended to me by unanimous vote of Argenta Church at the regu​lar annual busi​ness meeting November 11 and I accepted the work." He closed his work with the First Baptist Church of Argenta, 1907, and W. R. Crutchfield, at his recommendation, was called as successor, Once again on November 15, 1908, he 'accepted a call to become pastor of the First Baptist Church. This makes the third term as pastor of this church'. This time he re​mained as pastor until September, 1909, then "closed his work there."

After Buckner College was endorsed by the General Association, Bro. Bogard repre​sented the col​lege as financial agent, beginning April 8, 1907. He wrote, "I accepted the work as agent for Buckner College XE  "Buckner College" , Witcherville, AR, and began work April 8 and made a tour." This tour lasted through June. He con​tin​ued, "May 26, I preached the commencement sermon for Buckner College. I also preached that night in the college chapel." Foreman and Payne summa​rized, "During his lifetime, Ben M. Bog​ard was to spend many such years of travel, rais​ing money for colleges so that young men could be trained. From the beginning of his ministry, he was ever busy doing all he could for young preach​ers...."

By 1909 interest in Buckner College was declining. At the 1909 meeting of the State As​so​ciation, the messengers from Big Creek in Sheri​dan proposed the establishment of a col​lege at Sheridan, which would be a more cen​tral loca​tion. A resolution passed supporting the effort to establish a college at Sheridan, and named M. P. Matheny and Ben M. Bogard as two of the trustees. It should be noted that af​ter the estab​lishment of the Missionary Baptist College at Sheridan in 1919, Bro. Bogard be​came a member of the board and also secretary in 1926. On February 5, 1927 he was elected President of the Board, a position he held until the college closed in 1934. 
Mission Work
Ben M. Bogard was endorsed by the Bethlehem Church, Little Rock, to do Mis​sionary work for the General Association. The form of Mission work he did was in the interest of the General Association. In his report to Bethlehem Church in October of 1908, he stated: "Beginning December 16, 1907, I have put in full time taking only an occasional day to rest between engagements. I have labored in Arkansas, Alabama, Mis​sis​sippi, Louisiana and Texas... My chief work has been to indoctrinate the people and to propagate Gen​eral Association principles and therefore the chief results cannot be put in figures.
"

On December 15, 1907, Bro. Bogard was endorsed by Bethlehem Church, Little Rock, as a mis​sionary. At the meeting of the General Asso​ciation at Argenta, he was elected as Clerk, and also endorsed for missionary work. This mis​sionary work continued until he accepted the Argenta Church the third time in Novem​ber, 1908. 

In January of 1908 he made a tour of Southern Mississippi, and visited twenty-two churches. In February, March and April, he preached as a missionary to sixteen churches in Arkansas, Alabama and Mississippi. Most of the year, he continued with preaching tours. 

During 1908 he regularly reported to Bethlehem Church in Little Rock, first on Febru​ary 10, 1908: "According to the teaching of the Scriptures (Acts 14:24-28), I submit my first re​port to the Bethlehem Church... I have spent two months in the work mostly in Mis​sissippi. I have preached fifty sermons and held one public de​bate." He next reported on May 10, 1908: "Since my last report I have preached 103 sermons in Arkansas, Missis​sippi, and Al​abama...I have traveled about fif​teen hundred miles and preached in fifteen churches and school houses. Held one public debate of four days duration."

Then in October he reported, "Beginning December 16, 1907, I have put in full time tak​ing only an occasional day to rest between en​gage​ments. I have labored in Arkansas, Al​abama, Mississippi, Louisi​ana and Texas. Sermons preached, 333; debates held, 6; total sermons and addresses, 453; professed conver​sions, 116; ...total additions, 138. My chief work has been to indoctrinate the people and to propagate General Association principles and therefore the chief re​sults cannot be put in fig​ures."

Bro. Bogard attended the State Associa​tion at Malvern in 1908, where he was elected as Moderator and also was a member of the Ex​ecu​tive Committee. He was a messenger to the De​cember 15-16 meet​ing of the Baptist General As​sociation at Fulton, KY, where he was also elected as Moderator. He was Moderator in 1909 for the meeting at Magnolia, AR. That fall he also at​tended the Mt. Vernon, Current River and Russellville Associations, and also the State As​sociation at Forrest City. 

Once again on November 15, 1908, he ac​cepted the call to become pastor of the First Bap​tist Church of Argenta. After resigning the church in September, 1909, Bro. Bogard trav​eled extensively in missionary and evangelis​tic work; he also represented the Baptist Pub​lishing Concern, and debated extensively. His travels in​cluded Tennessee, Texas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Florida, and Kentucky. 
Baptist Publishing Company

The publishing of literature was of prime importance to the brethren. So much so, that in 1903, the Baptist Publishing Co. was established.  As president of the company, Ben M. Bogard also wrote literature and supported the establishment privately with funds for printing and distribution.  A short time later, G.S. Anderson joined Bro. Bogard as half owner and also wrote literature.


At the State Association in 1904, a suggestion was made to organize a Landmark Baptist Publishing Society.  Bro. Bogard had a plan to organize the Publication Society which was laid out to the Committee on Publications.

Six years later, in 1910, Ben M. Bogard, W.M. Webb and G.S. Anderson formed a partnership to establish the “Landmark Sunday School Concern,” which published Sunday School helps, test books and also sold books.
The business prospered and Bro. Bogard proposed it be given to the Association.  The partnership was disbanded after the Association agreed to pay Dr. Anderson for his half.
W. M. Webb soon left the business. Fore​man and Payne wrote, "The work became too heavy for the two men after Webb left. M. P. Ma​theny came into the business as a partner. The literature slowly increased in circulation and its influence began to be felt. They were publishing a “Catechetical Series' and also the International Lessons Grade Series."

Bro. Bogard explained, "For the first few years the literature was in catechetical form al​together. Seven grades of question books were published and thus a course of seven years was provided for the student. After finding a strong demand for quarterlies, a little over seven years ago [about 1913], quar​terlies began to be pub​lished."

It might be noted that Dr. Bogard's two publications, Fifty-two Doctrinal Lessons and Fifty-two Lessons Exposing Heresy, were part of this series. 

Please see the account of the State Asso​ciation meetings from 1904 through 1914 for the devel​opment of the literature, at which time the Sunday School Committee of the General Association assumed the literature publication and distribution in 1915. Also, see the bio​graphical sketch after the re​port of the 1918 meeting for the involvement of M. P. Matheny, who was Bro. Bogard's partner during this time, and also the first Business Manager of the Sun​day School Committee.

Therefore, Dr. Bogard was able to report in the April 8, 1915 issue of the Baptist and Com​moner, "The negotiations which began at the last session of the General Association to the end that the Sunday School literature, pub​lished by the Landmark Sunday School Con​cern, be taken over by the General Association were completed on Wednesday, March 31, and the lit​erature is now the property of the Gener​al Asso​ciation.

"...Elder G. S. Anderson is the editor of the literature, and Elder M. P. Matheny  XE  "M. P. Matheny " is the business man​ager and these gentlemen will work under a publication committee who will super​vise all that is done. The special commit​tee is Elder C. C. Winters, Elder T. H. Carter and Ben M. Bogard."

Pastor at Itasca, Texas
Bro. Bogard accepted the pastorate of the church in Itasca in June, 1912. This placed him in a strategic position to influence the Texas churches, fellowshipping in the Baptist Mission​ary Association, to abandon their con​vention ties, and look favorably toward the General As​sociation, and eventually the union movement in 1924, which resulted in estab​lishment of the American Baptist Association. 

During his tenure at Itasca, Bro. Bogard continued his extensive travels. He held meet​ings in Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Mis​souri.

Foreman and Payne stated Bro. Bogard "entered into the Texas battle with all the en​ergy and zeal he had hitherto exhibited in Ken​tucky, Arkansas and Mississippi."
 In November he was a messenger to the Baptist Missionary Asso​ciation meeting at Dallas, and in December he was a messenger to the General Association at Bay Springs, MS, where he preached one sermon and gave three addresses. In 1913 he was a mes​senger to the B.M.A. meet​ing at Clebourne, and he preached the Introduc​tory Ser​mon for the General Association meet​ing at Texarkana in December.

Missionary Work for the General Association
Near the end of 1914, Bro. Bogard left the church at Itasca, and moved to Texarkana to be​gin work as a missionary for the General Asso​ciation, and also to assist M. P. Matheny with the literature business which was as​sumed by the General Association in 1915. He continued to live in Texarkana, until he moved to Little Rock, to become pastor of Antioch Bap​tist Church on May 1, 1920.

During 1915 Bro. Bogard preached to churches in Mississippi, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Tennessee, Missouri, and Arkansas.  He at​tended many local associations, and also the state asso​ciations in Okla​homa, Texas, and Arkansas. Al​though some of this mission work consisted of holding protracted meet​ings, and one resulted in the organization of a church, most of Bogard's travels were actually in behalf of the General As​sociation in encouraging churches to support the associated work.

Also during this period, Bro. Bogard pa​s​tored the following churches: "in 1916 ac​cepted work as supply pastor for the church in Blue Ridge, Texas, preaching there on the third Satur​days and Sundays each month until De​cember. During this time, he served as fourth time pastor to the Farmington Church near Howe, Texas. In 1917 he accepted the call as pastor of the church at Waldo for half time and the work at Friend​ship Church in Arkansas one Sunday a month. During 1916, 1917, 1918, and 1919, he served as part-time pastor in Waldo, to the Friendship Church, the Farming​ton Church, and from September, 1919, churches in Chidester and Tay​lor, AR, as well as Kerr Chapel and White Rock, TX."

During this period he also held revival meetings in Arkansas, Texas, Missouri and Ok​lahoma.
The Baptist and Commoner XE  "Baptist and Commoner" 
It was during this period Dr. Bogard again became associated in the paper business. He wrote: "It looked to all of us as if the Texas brethren would also in some way be betrayed into the hands of the Convention. So, a council was held at Texarkana in which Texas and Arkansas men were about evenly numbered and the unan​imous decision was that Matheny and Bogard should start a paper right on the line be​tween Texas and Arkansas and let the paper cir​culate in both states and thus, if pos​sible, save the two states from the humiliation of having both state papers
 leading the churches into convention​ism. The issuing of the Baptist Com​moner from Texarkana had the desired effect.  The brethren in Arkansas got hold of the situa​tion and got rid of Newman and the brethren in Texas took hold with a strong bond and sidetracked Slaughter and thus both papers were re​stored to their former prin​ciples. There was no longer need for the Baptist Commoner and so in 1917 the Baptist Com​moner was con​solidated with the Arkansas Baptist and has been called the Baptist and Commoner from that time on."

In another article, Dr. Bogard reported:

When Bogard resigned as editor of his de​partment, he, in a few months, with Elder M. P. Matheny XE  "M. P. Matheny" , and Elder H. M. Cagle, established The Baptist Commoner at Texarkana, AR. This was done at the earnest solicitation of forty or more brethren who met at Texarkana in con​nec​tion with the General Association. They all de​clared that a paper was needed to stand for the princi​ples of the General and State Associa​tions and especially since both the papers in Texas and Arkansas were catering to conven​tion ideas. That Newman was going convention ward is now evident for he offered to sell out the Arkansas Baptist Publishing Company, paper and all, to the convention forces and was caught in the act ... he has since gone into the convention.
During this period Bro. Bogard waged an effort to counteract what he considered as being the deception of S. H. Slaughter XE  "S. H. Slaughter" , who was at the time editor of the official B.M.A. paper, The Bap​tist Pro​gress. In writing of Slaughter's rela​tion​ship to the Southern Baptist Convention and the General Asso​ciation, Bogard stated,

If you had asked him I am sure he would tell you that his re​lation to the South​ern Baptist Con​vention is that he is generally a delegate each year and is a full-fledged member of it and a be​liever in it...

What is his relation to the General As​so​ciation? It is the relation that any enemy sus​tains to it. He is open in his opposition to it.

These facts are so well known in Texas it is a surprise that anyone should ask about it. Slaughter not only confesses but is proud of the fact that he favors the convention and opposes the General Asso​cia​tion."

In reporting on the 1915 meeting of the B.M.A. in Hillsboro, Bro. Bogard wrote, 

...there is a convention element in the B.M.A. that is a menace to its very existence. Just why they re​main in the B.M.A. when its principles are against conventionism, is a strange thing. 

The sound forces were in large major​ity but for fear of a rupture which was loudly hinted by the con​vention element they allowed them​selves to be SLAUGHTERED again... Doc​tor Slaughter thinks he is under the load but the fact is he is the biggest part of the load the B.M.A. has to carry. But the B.M.A. is strong and can carry a big load.

During this same period Bogard was also working to establish associational princi​ples in Okla​homa and Arkansas. His main op​ponent in Arkansas was E.J.A. McKinney XE  "E.J.A. McKinney" , edi​tor of the Baptist Advance. It might be noted that McKin​ney was responsible for printing the circular in 1918, which accused Bro. Bogard of being drunk at Princeton, KY. 

To counteract some of the opposition, a tract, "Conventionism from Four Angles," writ​ten by J. A. Smith, G. S. Anderson, M. P. Math​eny and Ben M. Bogard, was published in 1915. Bogard's article was on the "Origin of Conven​tionism." The tract was first published in edi​to​rial form in the Baptist Com​moner.

In another article, Bro. Bogard ex​plained,

 For these reasons that were percepti​ble to all discerning men, The Baptist Com​moner was es​tab​lished to have something to fall back on when the crash came. The crash was avoided by Mr. Newman resigning. When Brother Smith be​came manager he suggested that the two papers merge. This arrange​ment was carried out three years ago [1917] and J. A. Smith  XE  "J. A. Smith " was continued as 'editor and business man​ager' and Ben M. Bogard was elected 'editor' and M. P. Matheny and J. L. Brown were elected 'associate editors'... This arrange​ment has con​tinued up to this writ​ing (April 14, 1920)....

In writing of the unification prospects in 1924, which led to the establishment of the American Baptist Association, Dr. Bogard wrote: 

Slaughter and Hayden taught the Texas brethren that the General Association was a bad and dan​ger​ous thing. Thus a strong preju​dice was created against the General Associa​tion. The brethren who were thus prejudiced against the General Association were AGREED ALL THE TIME WITH THE GEN​ERAL ASSOCI​ATION BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW IT. Some of us knew they were as sound as we and were re​ally agreed with us but we could not make them listen to us be​cause of the strong prejudice which existed in their minds.

Thus, it should be obvious that Ben M. Bogard's untiring efforts were largely responsi​ble for the unification of the two state groups--Arkansas and Texas--that led to the estab​lish​ment of the American Baptist Association.
Ben M. Bogard and the Convention
The charge has been made that Ben M. Bogard supported the convention system when he first came to Arkansas, and that his opposi​tion to the system was "sour grapes". 

Foreman and Payne noted, "One of the things he regretted until the day of his death was that he was instrumental in leading his home church into convention methods. Through the years they had held aloof from it until he came home from college and 'taught them better' en​couraging them to go along with the new ways."

In 1894 Ben M. Bogard made a report on Foreign Missions in the General Association of Kentucky "in which he mentioned that there were two plans--the convention plan and the other, 'Gospel Mis​sions'."

Writing in the 1929 Baptist and Com​moner, Dr. Bogard reviewed:

I attended the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention at Nashville, Tenn. when they would not allow Royal to come before the convention and make his plea [against the commercializing of relig​ion in China]. I was an ardent convention man at that time. But I saw that free speech was denied the mis​sionaries. I saw the log rolling methods they used with Royal and I was convinced that it was all wrong.

He then recounted the influence of J.A. Scarboro XE  "Scarboro" , and J. N. Hall XE  "J. N. Hall" , who "made the Bap​tist Flag ring out against the evils of the board sys​tem," and S. H. Ford and his wife. Bogard noted, 

…and the fight became hot. About all the brethren saw was the evil of boardism and the fight was strictly a negative fight.

Some of us saw the need of cooperation among the churches so that the fight could be car​ried on positively and affirmatively and con​structively as well as negatively...

But enough of us believed in construc​tive cooperative work that we formed the Gen​eral As​socia​tion which has since been merged with some other groups and we now have the Ameri​can Baptist Asso​ciation. It is nothing but Gospel Missions ORGANIZED. We have all the Gospel Mission features that are essen​tial.

Dr. Bogard prepared an article on "J. R. Graves  XE  "J. R. Graves " and the Organized Work." In this article he made sev​eral quotes from J. R. Graves:

The first radical fault in our mission​ary scheme is that it is a centralization--a cen​traliz​ing opera​tion. It takes out of the hands of the many of the churches and places our mis​sionary operations in the hands of a few. Such has ever been the character of our mis​sionary organiza​tions and they have failed; the present is a fail​ure; ... The churches are called upon to surrender all intimate concern in the man​age​ment of and planning for and directing the missionaries and the mission work into the hands of a central board and content them​selves with supplying the funds when called upon by the agents.

He then concluded: 

It will be noted that Dr. Graves used almost the same words and ex​actly the same argument that is now used in op​position to the modern 'organized work'. The Civil War came on and left Baptists in such a condition that Dr. Graves stopped his agita​tion, but to his dying day he was opposed to the 'or​ga​nized work'.

Foreman and Payne editorialized: "As long as Bogard worked with the Con​vention, he tried to get their methods on what he termed Scriptural grounds so he could consis​tently work with them."

In 1900 he attended the Southern Bap​tist Convention at Hot Springs, and the Caro​line As​socia​tion meeting at Argenta. He noted in his personal journal that he "introduced a resolu​tion to the State Convention to abolish the office of corresponding secretary which was carried by an overwhelming ma​jority."

Also in 1900 he was a messenger from the Searcy Church to the State Convention meeting in Hope. He noted in his journal, "In​troduced a resolution calling for the abolition of the office of corre​sponding secretary which failed to pass favorably with the convention. It was manifest that the Baptists of the State fa​vored the resolu​tion but those attending the convention were op​posed to it."

In October, 1901, he attended five asso​ci​a​tions: Russellville, Caroline, Mt. Zion, Cur​rent River and Pine Bluff. He preached at 11:00 AM [the favored time] at the Current River, Russel​lville and Caroline Associations, and brought three messages 'by appointment of the body' to the Pine Bluff Association." His recep​tion at these local associations indicates his views were being widely received.

Then in November, 1901, he attended the Arkansas Baptist State Convention at Paragould as a messenger from Searcy Church. He noted in his journal: 

I made a speech of one-hour and forty-five minutes length in the great debate on the propriety of having a corresponding secretary to superintend the mission work of the state. I ar​gued against such an office but by manipula​tion and wire pulling the vote was not taken until af​ter nearly half the messengers had left the con​vention and the vote went against me. Ecclesias​tical politics is no better than any other politics and I became thoroughly dis​gusted with it.

After the organizational meeting of the General Association in April, 1902, in Septem​ber and Octo​ber, Dr. Bogard attended nine asso​ci​a​tions making a "hard and victorious fight against the Baptist State Convention and in fa​vor of the General Association." The November, 1902, meeting was held at Searcy, with over 400 messengers and visi​tors present. Bro. Bogard wrote, "Being pastor I was necessar​ily host of the occasion. It was a tri​umphant meeting to be remembered."

During the months of September and Oc​tober, 1903, Bogard visited the Stevens Creek, Independ​ence, Current River, Spring River, Car​roll County, Clear Creek, Caroline and Jones​boro associations. He reported, "At these I preached thirteen sermons... I made fif​teen pub​lic ad​dresses...discussed Sunday Schools, Tem​perance, missions, religious lit​erature, etc. At the associa​tions, of course, rep​resented the Landmark Baptist, being one of the editors and president of the Publishing Company."

He was again a messenger to the General Association in 1903 at Little Rock. He was elected assistant clerk and appointed chair​man of two committees. He noted, "It was the greatest meet​ing of messengers that was ever seen before in Arkansas."

In 1907 he visited the Mt. Vernon, Red River, Saline and Caroline associations. He was a messen​ger from Bethlehem Church, Lit​tle Rock, to the State Association meeting at Ben​ton. He wrote, "It was an enthusiastic and suc​cessful meeting. I was elected moderator, an honor which I highly appreci​ated."
  As maybe noted in the official records, he was also moder​ator in 1908 at Malvern and 1911 at Bald Knob.

It should be noted the records indicate that Dr. Bogard continued to make associa​tional meetings, particularly when a decisive issue was to be presented. Without doubt, he did more than any other one man to preserve the principles of Landmarkism among Arkansas churches during the first two decades of this century.



T. H. Irwin (9)
Assistant Moderator, 1909
T. H. Irwin was a resident of Tyler, TX and pastored churches in Smith and Henderson County. At the age of 32, he was elected assistant moderator of the General Association in 1909. He was pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Tyler, TX in 1909. He was born in Rusk County, Texas, November 27, 1876 to Charles and Marie Armstrong Irwin. He married his wife, Belle McCoy, in Smith County on October 25, 1900.
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According to the 1880 US Census, he was the youngest of five siblings living in a household with his parents, paternal grandfather and his mother’s brother. The name of his grandfather, uncle and his older brother was Joseph.  The census recorded that his grandfather’s father was born in Ireland. His brother, Joseph R. Irwin, was a rural mail carrier according to the 1910 US Census and was living on the same street as T. H. and his family. When the census was taken in 1900 shortly before T. H. and Belle’s wedding, T. H. was living in Joseph’s household in Tyler.

T. H. Irwin’s given name was Tildon. Although Tildon seems to have lived just north of downtown Tyler, he pastored several churches in the eastern part of Henderson County. In his obituary it is stated that he served Baptist churches in Murchison and Brownsboro in addition to two churches in Smith County. “He established the Murchison Church many years ago and had served continually as its Pas​tor. He also had formerly served as Pastor of the Baptist Church in the Leagueville Community in this county” (Henderson).

He died September 21,1939 and was buried in the Midway Memorial Cemetery. His widow, Belle, and his brother, Joseph, and Joseph’s wife, Thula, are also buried there. Belle lived until 1958 and Joseph survived until 1953.    

Sources:

 1930 US Census (Smith County), 1910 US Census (Smith County), 1900 US Census (Smith County), 1880 US Census (Rusk County), Marriage Records (Smith County), Findagrave.com Memorial #62142703

-- researched and written by Michael D. Thompson, Mt. Pleasant, TX.
G. S. Anderson (10)
Editor, 1917-1918
After severance from the State Conven​tion, the brethren gave consideration to pro​duc​ing Land​mark Sunday School literature.  Ac​cordingly, the Baptist Publishing Co XE  "Baptist Publishing Co" . was founded in 1903, with Ben M. Bogard as presi​dent. Bro. Bogard wrote literature, and also pro​vided the funds for printing and dis​tribu​tion. He then "took G. S. Anderson in with me and made him half owner of the business and he wrote much of the literature for several years."

At the 1904 meeting of the State Associ​a​tion, the Committee on Publications "heartily recom​mended the suggestion of organizing and operating on sound business principles a Land​mark Baptist Publishing Society..." In dis​cussing the motion to adopt the report, Bro. Bog​ard "pressed the point of organizing the Publica​tion Society, recommended and ex​plained fully the plan as he had studied it out."

In 1910 a formal partnership was ar​ranged between Ben M. Bogard, W. M. Webb XE  "W. M. Webb" , and G. S. Ander​son XE  "G. S. Anderson" . This contract was for the "pur​pose of publishing the Normal and Baptist Teacher and other Sunday School lesson helps, text books and book selling business. The offi​cial name was "Landmark Sunday School Con​cern XE  "Landmark Sunday School Con​cern" ."

Later Dr. Bogard reported, 

"The business became prosperous, a real money making busi​ness. Then I proposed that we give the publica​tion business to the association. This he [Anderson] would not agree to do. He said, 'It is a little fortune and why should we give it away?'  I brought the matter to the messengers at the next session of the association and they agreed to pay Dr. Anderson $6,000 for his half interest and I gave my half to the associa​tion..." 

More information about G. S. Anderson is contained in the sketch of Ben M. Bogard, particularly under the title “Baptist Publishing Company.”
 The General Association was still attempting to settle the amount owed to Dr. Anderson in 1918, apparently after he had died. Dr. Anderson was originally from Newbern, AL. 

The first Sunday School Committee Report stated:

“The work of G. S. Anderson has been exceptionally good, and all his expositions carefully examined by the Publication Committee… We therefore recommend that Brother Anderson be retained as editor of the Sunday School literature for another year, on a salary of $60.00 per month.”

He was also recommended to continue as a missionary, “giving as much time to the work as he could without in any way interfering with his editorial work on the Sunday School literature.”

Dr. Anderson was re-elected as Editor in 1917. However, the minutes recorded that Ben M. Bogard and M. P. Matheny voted against making the election unanimous.

Foreman and Payne explained, “Anderson continued writing literature until 1919. During that time, he had some disagreements with Matheny, Bogard and others. Some of the brethren charged him with heresy and dishonesty and Anderson contended that the Committee owed him interest on his money since they had not paid all of the $6,000.00”

Bro. Bogard wrote an editorial, “Notice is Served on Dr. Anderson,” for the August 21, 1918, Bap​tist and Commoner.” In the editorial, Bro. Bogard stated three charges that he intended to bring before the General Association, including heresy, financial dishonesty, and lying.”In the same paper, Dr. Bogard wrote, “I hereby serve notice that under no circumstances will I continue in any official relation to the Sunday School literature.” Thus, Dr. Bogard’s official connection with the literature was termi​nated in 1918.

The reports for the 1918 meeting stated that G. S. Anderson was kept away on account of illness. D. N. Jackson was elected as Editor.

Therefore, Dr. Bogard was able to report in the April 8, 1915 issue of the Baptist and Com​moner, "The negotiations which began at the last session of the General Association to the end that the Sunday School literature, pub​lished by the Landmark Sunday School Con​cern, be taken over by the General Association were completed on Wednesday, March 31, and the lit​erature is now the property of the Gener​al Asso​ciation.

"...Elder G. S. Anderson is the editor of the literature, and Elder M. P. Matheny  XE  "M. P. Matheny " is the business man​ager and these gentlemen will work under a publication committee who will super​vise all that is done.

Bro. Anderson’s birth and death information was located in Find A Grave Memorial #10937730.  The picture of his tombstone lists his birthday in 1862 and death March 3, 1929 in Arkansas.  He is buried in Old Union Cemetery, Cincinnati, Washington County, Arkansas

Ellis Darson Gaddy (11)
Moderator 1914-1918

Chairman of the first Sunday School Committee, 1915
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E. D. Gaddy was born March 30, 1851, in Anson Co., NC and died on Feb. 10, 1920 at Sul​phur Springs, TX. He was Moderator of the General Association in 1914-1918 and Chairman of the Baptist Sunday School Committee for several years and also Moderator of the B. M. A. of Texas, at one time.

The Minutes stated, “He was true and loyal to Baptist principles, and supported liberally the work of the General Association, giving bountifully of his means, time, and labor to the Lord’s cause.” 

He was a messenger from the Pleasant Grove Church, Sulphur Springs, TX in 1918. He was bur​ied at Pleasant Grove Cemetery in Hopkins County. His tombstone gives indication that Bro. Gaddy was a member of the Masonic Fraternity.

Following is a newspaper obituary of Brother E. D. Gaddy of Sulphur Springs, TX:

Gaddy, E. D., Rev. - A gloom of sadness passed over the entire county Tuesday, when it was learned that E. D. Gaddy had died at his home northwest of Sulphur Springs after a few days illness with pneumonia. The Baptist church mourns the lost of one of her best ministers who during the past forty years has led hundreds and hundreds to accept Christ as a personal Savior and lead clean lives. 

E. D. Gaddy was born in Anson County, NC, March 30, 1851. He was ordained to ministry by the Marshall Springs Baptist Church, Titus County, TX, November 18, 1883, Presbytery J. B. Riddle, H. H. Mathews, and I. R. Riddle. He died February 10, 1920. He was married to Miss Jane Blake of Gray Rock, in Franklin County, Texas, February 5, 1874. To this happy union were born five children, three of whom died in infancy, Mrs. W. G. Smith of Sulphur Springs, and Mrs. W. J. Brewer of Perryton, TX, survive. Mrs. Gaddy died December 8, 1881. He married Miss Claudie Hall of Mt. Vernon, Texas, Sep​tember 6, 1885. To this union were born seven children, one dying in infancy. He is survived by Mrs. E. D. Gaddy, and the following children: Mrs. J. W. Hollums, Altus, OK.; J. R. Gaddy, Terrell, OK.; E. U. Gaddy, Dallas, TX; Mark and Earl Gaddy, Sulphur Springs, TX. He has two brothers and three sisters still in Anson County, North Carolina. 

He has been pastor of the Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church twenty-nine years and six months. Bro. Gaddy was also the pastor of the Campbell and Independence churches at the time of his death. He served as Missionary of the Rehoboth Association for ten years. He has been chairman of Hopkins County Association since its organization fourteen years ago. For a number of years he was a member of the Executive Board of the State Association, also President of this body for some time. For four or five years he was president of the Baptist General Association of the Southern States. He was also a member of the Sunday School Board located at Texarkana, TX. (Hopkins County Echo, Fri., Feb. 13, 1920)

--Information supplied by Robert Vaughn , Mount Enterprise, TX 

Joseph A. Smith (12)
Assistant Moderator, 1914, 1915
Moderator 1920, 1921

Eld. Joseph A. (J. A.) Smith was a prominent early Twentieth Century Arkansas Landmark denomi​national leader and Baptist preacher. During his ministerial career he pastored many Missionary Bap​tist Churches in Arkansas and at least one in Texas. He also served in an unusually large number of elective positions ranging from Board of Directors of the Missionary Baptist College to Moderator of the Baptist General Association of the U. S., the predecessor of the American Baptist Association. He was born on August 9, 1855 in Anderson Creek, Lauderdale County, AL, the son of John W. and Cynthia Smith. In 1874, he married his first wife, Mary J. Tant in Limestone County, AL.

He and his family moved to Arkansas in 1881 and settled near West Fork in Washington County. He was ordained by the old West Fork Baptist Church on October 10, 1886. He pastored widely among the churches of the Fayetteville Baptist Association until about 1889, when he moved to Arkadelphia, Arkansas to attend Ouachita Baptist College. He graduated in 1896.

 During this period he pastored churches at Melbourne, Malvern, Gurdon, and Brinkley. Begin​ning in 1894, he worked for several years as a missionary for the Mount Vernon Baptist Association in eastern Arkansas. By 1900 he was living near Forrest City in St. Francis County, Arkansas where he worked as a teacher. Here he became associated with influential Arkansas Landmark Baptist leader, Bro. William H. Pasley who was the first moderator of the State Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of Arkansas.

 In the spring of 1902, Smith served as the clerk of that body at its organization session in Little Rock. In 1906, 1914 and 1915, Smith served terms as the moderator of the State Association. He also served as a missionary for the State Association for a number of years.

 In 1909 he moved to Hill County, TX where he pastored the Itasca Baptist Church. It was here in 1910 that his first wife died.

 Afterwards, he returned to Arkansas where he became associated with the Arkansas Landmark Baptist and later the Baptist and Commoner newspapers. Later he served as business manager of the Baptist Publishing Company in Little Rock, Arkansas.

 In 1914 and 1919 he served terms as Treasurer of the State Association. In 1914 he also served as assistant moderator of the Baptist General Association of the United States. Four years later he became associated with the new Missionary Baptist College in Sheridan, AR. From 1920 until 1921 he served as Moderator of the Baptist General Association.
 
However, after his term ended, he retired from the national Landmark Baptist spotlight. About 1923, he returned to northwest Arkansas and settled near Gentry in western Benton County. While there he labored for a time as a missionary for the Benton County Landmark Baptist Association. By 1931 he was serving as moderator of that body.

 He died on August 2, 1934 of a stroke at his home near Rogers, AR and was buried in the Spring​town, AR cemetery.

 He was survived by his second wife, Mollie Quinn Smith, whom he married in 1918. His children by his first wife were: Raymond A., Ada I., Jesse T, Judson C., Earnest S., Effie M., plus two children that died in infancy. He and his second wife had no children. His second wife died in 1953.

--researched and written by Russell P. Baker, 2011
E. A. Puthuff (13)
Assistant Moderator, 1914
Bro. Puthuff was Vice-President BMA of Texas in 1901

He represented Independent Church, Tokio, TX

At the organizational meeting in 1905, he was named to the committee to prepare the Statement of Principles. He named to Mission Committee and also the Committee for Cooperation and Unity in 1914 

and was listed as a Home Missionary in 1914, 1918. He was named to the first Sunday School Com​mittee in 1915. 
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In 1917 he reported 164 days worked, five Sunday Schools organized, 26 baptisms and 8 addi​tions by letter. 

He had also served as Missionary to South America for several years, was editor of “The Baptist Echo” of Texas for four years, and Missionary for the General Association for several years
In his 1920 report, Bro. C. C. Winters noted the loss on February 11, of Eld. E. A. Puthuff, one of five general home missionaries. The report stated he was “one of our most beloved and efficient mis​sionaries… was always found at his post, laboring and sacrificing, earnestly striving to build up the Master’s cause which he loved so well.”
W.R. Cross (14)
Assistant Moderator, 1914

For information on Bro. Cross, see the section “The Arkansas Baptist and Dr. W. A. Clark” in the biographical section on Dr. Ben M. Bogard. He was a messenger from First Baptist in Magnolia. The other messengers were L. S. Ballard and J. A. Scarboro, who was pastor.

In 1907 he was elected to the Executive Committee of the Arkansas state association. He was Mod​erator of the state association in 1909 and also on the Executive Committee. In 1910 he was Assistant Moderator. He was Moderator of his local association, First Columbia, in 1904, 1905, 1906, and 1907. He was mentioned often in connection with the Texarkana Baptist Orphanage which was opened in 1907. 

C. E. Hunt (15)
Eld. C. E. Hunt, son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel J. Hunt, was born at Boxville, KY, January 23, 1888. He grew up on the farm. His parents moved from Kentucky to Mis​souri and from there to Oklahoma. He fin​ished his e1ementary schooling at Prague, OK. It was there he met and married Miss Maud S. Hancock, Oct. 19, 1907. She was born at Chatta​nooga, Tenn., Jan. 9. 1891. They are well matched, and make a good team. They are the parents of four children, viz.: Virgie Lee, Nora Frances, Charles Alfred, Jr., and George Enoch, Jr. Virgie Lee died at the age of nine. Bro. Hunt's parents both died in 1911.


He was saved and joined the church in 1901. He moved to Roseville, CA, in 1912. He felt his call to preach in 1913. That year he began a prayer meeting in July which resulted in the organization of the First Baptist Church in Roseville in 1914. In 1920 he moved to Mount Shasta, and built a church at that place. From 1917 to 1920 he was associated in his work with Elder T. J. Simmons. Simmons proved to be a great blessing to him, both as a teacher and helper.
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In order to better fit himself for his ministerial w o r k he
attended the fol​lowing schools during the 13 years that he resided in California: Four years in High School, two in the State University; a four-year course in English; one year correspondence course with the Moody Bible Insti​tute; one year with the Interna​tional Correspondence School of Scran​ton, PA; two years in the Bible School taught by Guthrie and Bogard in the Antioch Church in Little Rock, AR.

Since coming to Arkansas he has devoted himself to Pastoral and Mission work. He is a straightforward Christian gentleman, both honest and earnest. He is one of the Missionaries of the Baptist State Associa​tion of Arkansas. 

--Brown’s Memorial Sketch Book, pp. 201-202
 M. P. Matheny (16)
First Business Manager Sunday School Publications, 1916-1918
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Matthew Pierce Matheny  XE  "Matthew Pierce Matheny " was born on Oc​tober 18, 1852 in Cookeville, Putnam Co., Ten​nessee. In "Matheny's Musings" written during his last year, Bro Matheny reported, "I saw day​light at the foot of the Cumberland Mountains in middle Tennessee, October, 1852, in a country inhabited by sassafras and per​simmon and as the longest pole knocks the "simmon," I mea​sured up six feet and five inches to get my part of the per​simmons." He was one of the eight chil​dren born to Elijah A. and Eleanor Matheny. The family was quite poor, and was from a Prim​itive Baptist back​ground.

On a snowy 1870 February morning, Ma​theny gathered up his few belongings and moved to Mar​ion Co., Kentucky to begin work as a farm​hand. It was here that he was saved on Au​gust 14, 1870. He soon felt called to preach, and was li​censed in 1872 by the Mt. Washing​ton Bap​tist Church.

He spent the next year in hard study at Georgetown College, Elizabethtown, and then en​rolled in Bethel College at Russel​lville. His for​mal education spanned a total of six years.

Again in his own words, Bro. Math​eny re​ported, "The same Spirit led him to surrender his will when there was no escape, and so in 1873 he found himself enrolled among the stu​dents of Georgetown College, Ky. He had money enough to pay his way to that institution of learning, but when he looked upon the student body and fac​ulty he felt like he should be prose​cuted for pre​sump​tion. For six long, hard, weary years I im​por​tuned and coaxed the God​dess of Learning that I might be thoroughly fur​nished unto all good work. Delving into the great libraries and study​ing under men of pro​found learn​ing, he picked up many a nugget of gold which God would have him transmute into some​thing worth while in the kingdom of his dear Son."

After graduation from Bethel College, Eld. Matheny traveled extensively and preached throughout the South, as well as Canada and Mexico. He pastored churches in Texas, North Carolina, Missouri, Oklahoma and Arkansas. In addi​tion to pastoral min​istry, he served as Cor​responding Secretary for Missouri Sunday school work and City Mis​sionary in Chicago.
As early as 1891, Eld. Matheny began to express appre​hension for what he called the "domineer​ing spirit of money and orga​nization within the Southern Baptist Con​vention. He moved from Texas to North Car​olina in 1894 and became asso​ciated with the Western North Carolina Baptists. He used this forum to sup​port the tenants of Land​markism. When objec​tions were raised to his editorial posi​tions, he pur​chased the paper and changed its name to the Southern Bap​tist. 

G. W. Pascal cited Matheny in a foot​note: "About 1892 Rev. M. P. Matheny came to Asheville with the purpose of establishing a new paper,  calling it The South​ern Baptist. Ed​itor Boone felt that it would be unwise to at​tempt to run two papers, in this small ter​ritory, so he sold The Western N. C. Baptist to Mr. Ma​theny who continued its publi​cation at Asheville for about two years,..."

Matheny's second wife, Sue Robinson Matheny, whom he married during this pe​riod, later noted this as being the first "anti--con​ven​tion paper published among our peo​ple."

He then moved to Missouri where he edited the Missouri Baptist. Late in life, he com​mented that he had, "raised a distur​bance," early in his editorial career, and had "been making a noise ever since.-"

The Mathenys moved from Okla​homa to Arkansas about 1908 and settled at Little Rock. During the next few years Bro. Matheny served as a missionary and as a pastor, includ​ing Sec​ond Baptist Church, Malvern. Matheny served as Moderator of the State Associa​tion in 1912. 

Eld. Matheny was associated with the lit​erature publi​cation almost from the be​gin​ning. When W. M. Webb left as one of the origi​nal part​ners in the Landmark Sunday School Con​cern, Eld. Matheny came into the business as a part​ner. He and Dr. Bogard gave their in​terest to the General Association, and both were members of the original Sunday School Committee  XE  "Sunday School Committee " in 1915, and Eld. Math​eny was the first Business Man​ager. 

Russell P. Baker wrote, "He moved his family to Texarkana, where besides his du​ties as Business Manager and Editor, he pas​tored a number of churches, including County Avenue, and served as joint-editor of the Baptist Com​moner newspaper, with Ben M. Bogard. He also found time to write a num​ber of books dealing with Landmark is​sues. His "Conventionism From Four Angles" enjoyed wide spread  cir​cu​la​tion."

“After an illness of several months, Bro. Matheny passed away on August 15, 1918. His body now awaits the res​urrection in Texarkana's Woodlawn Cemetery. Shortly be​fore his death, he penned the following words: 'when you remem​ber him, always think of him as desiring above all things to mag​nify the grace of God in his own heart and life so that the peo​ple will take knowl​edge that he has been with Jesus and learned of Him'. There can be no more fitting epitaph than that he was, as he said only, 'a sinner saved by grace'."

History and Archives Committee Report, Russell P. Baker, American Baptist Association Year​book, 1980, pp. 142-143

Foreman and Payne wrote:

Bogard felt Matheny's death very keenly. They were close friends as well as co-workers. Matheny, too, was educated in George​town and Bethel Colleges in Kentucky and had been preach​ing since 1875. He had edited a Bap​tist pa​per in North Carolina, also one in Mis​souri, then fi​nally the Baptist Com​moner which be​came the Baptist and Commoner. He had re​quested that Bogard hold his funeral.

Bogard said in a report of Matheny's death: 'He has been manager of the Baptist Sun​day School Committee for the General As​socia​tion for several years. Under his ad​minis​tra​tion he pushed the business of the Sunday School to success. When he took the manage​ment the busi​ness was in debt and when he died it was paying its way and had paid up the debt that accumu​lated under an earlier administra​tion.'

At another time, Bogard said of his friend: 'M. P. Ma​theny was my comrade. Many years my senior, yet I never thought of that dif​ference when I was with him. He had a won​der​ful intellect, was a cultured gentle​man and a power​ful preacher'.

The General Association had elected D. N. Jackson to take Matheny's place in Bo​galusa. At the same time, Bogard had been elected assis​tant manager. Jackson later re​fused to take the place, so then the committee voted that Ma​theny should continue the work through that year until the meeting of the mes​sengers in 1918. He did this until his death in Au​gust. After that, the commit​tee asked Mrs. Matheny to con​tinue his work un​til the mes​sengers would meet in Texarkana in December. With the help of her brother, she com​plied with their request so that there would be no break in the work be​cause of the vacancy.

The 1918 Minute stated,

“The death of Brother Matheny, our efficient business manager, came just at the close of the business of the third quarter. He left the business in good order, for even during his long illness he kept a watch on the receipts and wrote the checks and in a general way looked after the business up to within a short time of his death. He knew he must die and managed to have his business in order so that there would be no tangles of any consequence after his death. He was faithful and his whole heart was in the Sunday School work.”

Doss Nathan Jackson (17)
Editor in Chief, 1918-1941

 President, 1935-1937

D. N. Jackson was born at Balch, AR, on July 14, 1895 and died at Okla​homa City, OK on November 29, 1968. He was the son of James Ferguson and Jose​phine (Bridges) Jack​son. 

He received the A. B. degree from Jacksonville College in 1917. He studied at Moody Bible Institute, in Chicago in 1920-21 and did graduate work at Princeton Univer​sity in 1925-26.  His L. L. D. degree was con​ferred by the Missionary Baptist College in Sheridan.

He was married to Erma Gilbert on November 9, 1918, by Dr. Ben M. Bogard. Mrs. Jackson was the daughter of Dr. C. A. Gilbert, who from 1918 to 1938 was the Business Manager for the Baptist Sunday School Committee in Texarkana. He and Mrs. Jack​son were blessed with three children: Dr. T. S. Jackson, Sherman Oaks, California, Carroll Jackson, Jackson, Missis​sippi and Mrs. S.T. (Jean) Sulli​van, La Verne, Califor​nia. 
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Dr. Jackson was ordained to the ministry on September 2, 1913. He was pastor of First Baptist Church, Jefferson, TX, 1917-18; County Avenue Baptist Church, Texar​kana, 1918-34 (four years on leave of absence for school stud​ies at Princeton and Chi​cago); orga​nized and pas​tored Central Baptist Church, Texarkana, 1934-40.

He also served as Editor-in-Chief of publications of the American Baptist Asso​ciation. During the many years as Editor-in-Chief, (1918-1941) he wrote quarterlies for each grade level for both Sunday School and B. Y. P. T. C., as it was known then. This unbe​lievable feat was also accomplished while doing graduate work at Prince​ton Univer​sity.

In 1940 Dr. Jackson became pastor of Parkview Baptist Church, Laurel, MS. The present facilities of the church were erected dur​ing his pastorate. It was during this time that Southeastern Baptist Col​lege was organized and Dr. Jackson be​came its first Presi​dent.

He came to Park Place Baptist Church, Little Rock, AR, in the fall of 1949 for a fruitful ministry, succeeding his son, Dr. T. S. Jack​son, as pastor. In Arkansas he pro​vided the leadership for purchasing property now known as the Central Baptist Col​lege, Conway. He was the school's first President. 

He had been active in the organization of the Amer​ican Baptist Association in 1924, and was president in 1935-37. Dr. Jackson was one of the prominent leaders when the North American Baptist Association (now Baptist Missionary Association) was organized in 1950. He played a sig​nificant role in the organization and development of the North Amer​ican Theological Sem​inary. 

He was editor and publisher of the American Baptist, oldest Bap​tist paper west of the Mississippi, from 1934 until his death. The paper was founded in St. Louis in 1875 by D. B. Ray. 

Active until his death, Dr. Jackson was editing the American Baptist, writing books, preaching, served as President of Midwestern Baptist Col​lege, Oklahoma City, and was Director of Research and Public Relations for the Baptist Missionary Association of America.

Dr. Jackson was a father and friend of youth. Many students were helped by Dr. and Mrs. Jackson in securing their formal education. His favorite expression, often quoted at youth camps and to his students, was: "Let your golden day always be ahead."
                       

Ezra C. Gillentine (18)
Assistant Moderator, 1918

Vice President, 1930-1933, 1937 and 1941

 President, 1938-1940

Editor in Chief, 1941 - 1955

E. C. Gillentine was born February 27, 1886 at Dorsey, MS. He was raised in a Christian home and accepted Christ as His Sav​ior on August 3, 1903 at the age of eight​een. He was baptized into the fel​lowship of the Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church.

By June of 1916 he was married and was living in Oklahoma.  He announced his call to preach and preached his first sermon on June 10, 1916 at the Sharon Mis​sion​ary Baptist Church, Gotebo, OK. That fall he enrolled in Jacksonville College, Jack​son​ville, TX.
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After finishing his schooling, he became involved in mission work in Oklahoma. He was a messenger from the First Baptist Church, Alex, OK. In 1923 he was a state mis​sionary, and also editor of the Okla​homa Baptist. He was then called to the Judson Association in Missis​sippi to serve at their missionary, and later he served as a mis​sionary for the Yellow Creek Baptist Association in Alabama. 

In the summer and fall of 1927 he assisted J. A. Scarboro and oth​ers in organ​iz​ing a state association in Alabama.  From 1928 to 1931 he served as Moderator of the Asso​ciation.  He also served as moderator of the Oklahoma and Mississippi state asso​cia​tions, and also the Yellow Creek Association in Alabama. 

In 1918 he was Assistant-Moderator and in 1921 he was Assistant Recording Sec​retary for the General Association, and was a member of the Nominations Commit​tee. 

In 1926 he gave the "Report on Sunday Schools" and in 1928 he was elected to the Missionary Committee of the A.B.A. Later he was Vice-President of the Amer​ican Baptist Association for ten years, and was elected as President in 1938. The meeting, held at Knoxville, has been referred to as the "Battle of Knoxville." It was at this meeting the issue of business management of the Sunday School Com​mittee by C. A. Gilbert was debated. The issue was settled by electing Dr. J. E. Cobb, Secretary-Treasurer of Missions to also be Business Manager, thus removing Bro. Gilbert from the position he had occu​pied since 1918.  Ben M. Bogard wrote of Bro. Gillentine's service as Modera​tor, "No man on earth could have done better under such diffi​cult surroundings."

In 1938 he moved from Laurel, MS to Shawnee, OK where he pas​tored until be​coming Editor-in-Chief in 1941, succeeding Dr. D. N. Jack​son, who had served since 1918. He continued in this office until June 30, 1955. 

In his letter of resigna​tion, he stated, "Since I came to the office five books have been added as fol​lows: (1) The Adult, BTC, (2) The Help for the Teacher, S.S., (3) The Chil​dren's BTC, (4) The Work Book BTC, and (5) Leaflets for Tots, SS." He continued, "I have missed three meet​ings of the messenger body since its organization,... The four​teen years I have been permitted to serve the churches as their Editor-in-Chief have brought many blessings to me and I thank God for the privilege of serving the churches,..." 

In addi​tion to his editorial supervision, Dr. Gillentine wrote at least seven books and pamphlets still in print. 

Bro. Gillentine died on May 4, 1957 at the age of 71. The last few sentences of his book, Baptist Doctrine, read, "Just as sure as Jesus died and rose again, just that sure will those who believe in Jesus rise when He comes. That is Paul's conclusion of the matter. It is ours also. Thank God for the hope of the resurrection."

 In his almost 38 years in the ministry, E. C. Gillentine served as pastor, evange​l​ist, missionary, teacher, singer, and writer. He delivered about 17,000 sermons, wrote fifteen books and many tracts, edited the Oklahoma Bap​tist for several years, and for four​teen years (1941-1955) was Editor-in-Chief of the Sunday School and B. T. C. lit​erature, and dur​ing that time did much of the writ​ing, including the Teacher's Helps. 

He was a brother to E. L. Gillentine, from Trilby, FL, who was a Vice-Moderator for the General Association in 1923. 


--written by David Gregg and Robert Ashcraft
Joseph Edgar Glenn (19)
Assistant Moderator, 1920

Joseph Edgar (J. E.) Glenn, Baptist preacher, evangelist, and denominational leader, was of medium height and build, had blue eyes, and dark hair. He was born August 21, 1882 in Iuka, Tishomingo County, MI, the son of Joseph Barry Glenn and Nancy Leutitia “Lou” Moore. His father died when he was eight years old. About 1901, he married Floura Pruitt in Mississippi. They became the parents of some ten children. About 1908 Glenn moved his family to Tennessee perhaps in search of a theological education. By 1910 he became a full time pastor in Carlisle County, Kentucky. Afterwards, he returned to Mississippi and pastored churches at Laurel and Bay Springs.  In 1917 and 1920 he attended the annual session of the old General Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of the U. S. and was elected assistant moderator of that body in 1920. In 1921 he moved to eastern Arkansas and settled at Marvell in Phillips County where he pas​tored a number of area churches. In 1926 he was elected to the Board of Directors of the old Missionary Baptist College in Sheridan, AR. In 1928 Bro. Glenn served as the “Financial Secretary” for the Board. However, by that time he had moved to Texarkana, Arkansas. Within a few years he was pastoring in Ellis County, TX, where his first wife died in 1930. During the early 1930s he pastored the 11th Avenue Baptist Church in Corsicana, Texas. In 1941 he was living back in Marvell, Arkansas where he was engaged in “evan​gelistic services.” Later he returned to Texas and pastored Cockrell Hill Church, near Dallas, and Carrol Church near Tyler. He died July 9, 1967 in Dallas, TX at the age of 84, and was buried in Myrtle Cemetery in Ennis, Texas After the death of his first wife he remarried Nellie ______.The names of several of his children reflect his interest in Baptist history and religion: Hall, Judson, and Grace. 

--researched and written by Russell P. Baker, 2011

Sources:

1. “Rev. Joseph Edger Glenn Family Group Sheet” prepared by James A. Wilson at jim@Wilson-Moore.com
2. 1910 – 1930 U. S. Census Records.
J. E. Glenn was present for the 1924 and 1925 meetings of the ABA. He led in prayer at the 1924 meeting and was appointed to the Literature Committee both years. As the messengers were working on the issue of the ABA assuming responsibility for the Foreign Mission work the BMA of Texas had done, the Minute states, “Elder J. E. Glenn moved for the joint meeting of the Foreign Mission Committee of the B. M. A. and the A. B. A. to which committees was referred the matter of working out the details of transfer​ring the Portugal mission work to the A. B, A. This motion carried…” 
 He was listed as living in Marvell, AR. 

In 1927 and 1928 he was named to the Sunday School Committee. He was listed as being pastor at Cypert and Searcy, AR. 

Was listed from Barnwell, KY in 1909; Hickory Grove, Laurel, MS, 1917; Mt. Nebo, Bay Springs, MS, 1920.
Carroll Ambrose Gilbert (20)
Business Manager, 1918 - 1937

 C. A. Gilbert, Baptist pastor, missionary, evangelist, and business manager, was born July 27, 1874 in Belmont, Tishomingo County, MS the son of Eld. and Mrs. Wil​liam W. Gilbert. He was ordained as a Missionary Baptist preacher in September of 1900 and pastored widely in Mississippi and Tennessee, until 1915 when he moved to Jacksonville, TX where he taught for two years at Jacksonville Baptist College. 
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C. A. Gilbert was present at the first meeting of the General Association, and served on the committee to prepare the Statement of Principles for the new association. He was listed as being from Bay Springs, MS. The other members of the committee were: J. N. Hall, C. R.  Powell, E. A. Puthuff, G. W. Capps, J. A. Scarboro, W. A. Ridge, W. M. Barker, G. H. Stigler.
In 1905 He represented the Farmington, Bethel and Tombigbee churches with a Burnsville address. Burnsville was in extreme NE Mississippi. In 1906 he represented the Farmington, Bethel, Mantchie and Friendship churches. In 1918 he represented the Farmington and Bethel churches, Burnsville, MS.
In December of 1918 following the death of Bro. M. P. Matheny, founding business manager of the Baptist Sunday School Committee of the old General Association of the U. S., now the American Baptist Association (A. B. A.), Bro. Gilbert began a twenty year career as his successor. Working out of a one-man office in Texarkana, AR, he oversaw the expansion of the A. B. A Sunday School publications work, now the Bogard Press, from a modest operation to a religious business that supplied Sunday school materials and publications to churches across the county. 

By 1924 he was living in Texarkana and represented the County Avenue Baptist Church.

During the 1920s, at his urgings, the A. B. A. purchased its first office building and opened a retail religious book outlet in downtown Texarkana, AR. During the mid-1930’s the Literature business experienced management problems. At times the printer held up the distribution of the literature until payment was guaranteed.

After carefully studying the situation surrounding the printing and distribution of the literature, Dr. Ben M. Bogard led the movement to have an official audit of the business made by outside auditors. When the auditors arrived to do the audit, they concluded this could not be done because of inadequate and missing records. Bro. A. L. Patterson, who later became Business Manager, was elected as Bookkeeper. 

The messengers, in 1938, replaced Bro. Gilbert by asking Bro. Jesse E. Cobb, who was Secretary-Treasurer of Missions, to also be Business Manager. As could be expected, Dr. D. N. Jackson defended C. A. Gilbert, who was his father-in-law. This defense and other problems led to a division within the association and the formation of what is now the Baptist Missionary Association of America (BMAA) in 1950. (further information on the audit is given in the section under Dr. C. A. Gilbert, as Business Manager, in the following ABA section)

During the last years of his life he suffered many physical ailments and died at his home in Naples, TX March 24, 1942. He and his wife, Oda Eugenia Gilbert, who died in 1958, are buried in Texarkana’s State Line Cemetery. One of his sons in law, D. N. Jackson, was one of the principal founders of the BMAA.

--Russell P. Baker contributed to this sketch

Sources: Minutes and American Baptist, April 11, 1942.
E.L. Gillentine (21)
Assistant Moderator, 1923

In the late 1920s, E. L. Gillentine and his wife, Juddie, originally from Missis​sippi, was elected as a missionary for West Florida and North Alabama mission field. 

Bertha Guernsey stated that she made a trip to the Tupelo, MS area where Bro. E. C. Gillentine was pastor. They visited in the home of E. L. Gillentine

She also wrote that E. L. Gillentine was pastor of First Missionary Baptist Church in West Pensacola from 1931 until 1935. While he was pastor there a new Florida Missionary Baptist Association was organized on April 29, 1933, with nine churches represented. She also stated that Bro. Gillentine was a State Missionary before becoming pastor. He went to be with the Lord on Aug. 12, 1969.
 

U. W. Jarrell (22)
Business Manager, 
Prepared by C. A. Gilbert and was printed in the 1923 Minute:
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“Brother Jarrell served five years as missionary of the Baptist General Associa​tion, and served many years as one of the missionaries in Texas, in addition to his faithful work in several of the best pastorates in the denomination.” He died on June 9, 1923.  
In 1917 he reported 255 days worked, one church reorganized, and ten pro​fessed conversions.

In 1918 Bro. Jarrell was elected to a Publications Committee, with C. C. Winters and T. H. Carter.  Their responsibility was to oversee the editorial content of the literature. When D. N. Jackson was elected as Editor he was only 25 years of age. 

Ben J. Smith (23)
 Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer, 1923-1925
Caption beneath pix: For several years Missionary Treasurer of General Associa​tion. First Corresponding Secretary of American Baptist Association.

Bro. Ben J. Smith was born December 2, 1891 at Pleasant Valley, AR. His father was A. B. Smith, who was born in Georgia, and his mother was Nancy A. Clark, who was born in Arkansas.
[image: image14.jpg]


Bro. Smith was recording Secretary in 1920. He was pastor of Landmark Baptist Church, England, AR. He was listed as messenger and committeeman and was appointed to the Auditing Committee and the Sunday School Commit​tee in 1920.

“The Landmark Baptist Church in England appeared to be the catalyst to bring the Landmark forces to oppose the trends of the convention system. The England church had been pastored by several able leaders who were opposed to the convention system, including W. A. Crutchfield, W. E. Sherrill and Ben J. Smith. In June of 1920 the Land​mark Church presented a resolution to the Executive Board of the Caroline Association stating they were severing all ties with the association ‘because they were out of har​mony with its course of action.’ By the fall associational meeting several other Landmark churches had followed the lead of the Landmark, England, congregations.

“It appears the dissatisfaction with the convention system was expressed by what Eld. Ben J. Smith called the ‘Convention Despotism,’ which was striving to ‘take over’ the Landmark churches within the Caroline Association.”

The result was the formation of the Lonoke Association, which was organized on Jan. 9, 1921. As a means of helping the new association, Dr. Ben M. Bogard led Antioch to leave the Pine Bluff Association and fellowship in the new Lonoke Associa​tion.

Bro. Smith was present in 1921, and made a motion that another messenger become Recording Secretary. He was appointed to Home Missions, Sunday School and Auditing Committees. 

The 1923 Minute listed him as Treasurer-Missionary Treasurer with a Texarkana post office.  He was also Secretary of the Sunday School Committee. He read the report of the committee and Missionary Treasurer. He stated, “The Missionary Treasurer has put in some valuable time in Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, Oregon and California. We find in each of these states a splendid nucleus of true Baptists—in fact there are state associations in some eight states and most of them cooperate with the churches of the General Association.” His salary for the year was $1,375. 

During this same year he was appointed to the Unification Committee.

Ben J. Smith, died August 11, 1925 from complications from Acute Appendicitis and was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Texarkana on August 13, 1925.  
The 1925 minute reported:

Elder Ben J. Smith, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer, departed this life on August 11 of this year. We feel that a great man and preacher has gone. Our Baptist papers gave of their space for write-ups on this man of God. The committee passed an excellent resolution. All is inadequate to express our feelings and great loss. We submit to God’s will. Brother Smith was doing an excellent work in the great co-operative work of the churches. He was a leading spirit in the great unification movement. He was looking for​ward to the time when all orthodox Baptists would forsake conventionism and join in the great co-operative work of the churches. He had served the General Association of Mis​sionary Baptist Churches in a very satisfactory way for two and one-half years.

A committee consisting of Ben M. Bogard and J.W. Overall was appointed to write a resolution to include the memory of Bro. Smith in the Minute book.
The resolution stated:

Whereas God has called from labor to refreshment our beloved Ben J. Smith, our recent Corresponding Secretary:

Therefore let it be resolved that we honor his memory by giving one page of our minutes to recognize his efficient labors while with us and that his picture be placed in the minutes.

Resolved further that we express our sympathy for his widow and children.

The Glover-Powers oral history stated:

Ben J. Smith was a young man. For his day he was a highly educated and trained man, and one who was devoted to the cause of Christ and associated efforts. I attended that session of the association, and I remember the pall of sadness that came over the associa​tion as a result of the passing of this great young man. His name will remain in the annals of the history of our work, and his memory will be precious to all of us who knew him.

The following article from the Baptist and Commoner further expounds on the great loss felt by the Association and his family:
It is sad news to thousands of loyal Baptist and friends to read of the death of Elder Ben J. Smith, Missionary-Treasurer of the American Baptist Association, but Brother Smith has gone to his reward, and his spirit has joined the innumerable company of redeemed in realms of eternal bliss to await the resurrection morning while the body sleeps in Woodlawn ceme​tery near the grave of Elder M. P. Matheny, the former manager of our Baptist Sunday School Publications who departed this life, some eight years ago. The writer never witnessed a more sorrowful funeral occasion, and hardly a greater tribute of respect was ever shown any man than was shown Brother Smith by the people not only of his home town but they would come from far and near to join his loved ones in saying the last goodbye to our fallen brother. 

Elder C. C. Winters, Missionary-Treasurer of the Arkansas Baptist State Association and Moderator of the American Baptist Association, made the funeral address, assisted by Elder A. B. Glover, Brother Smith’s pastor, Elder L. L. Shoptaw, pastor of the Second Baptist Church, Malvern, Arkan​sas, and others. Prof. F. A. Formby, Arthur Formby, Miss Virgie Formby, of Taylor, Arkansas, and Brother Maloch conducted the song services in one of the most appropriate orders possible for such an occasion. Judge E. E. Hudspeth, postmaster, LeGrand W. Jones, retired lawyer and real estate dealer, Prof. T. V. Reid, Treasurer Miller County, Virgil Yates, Tax Collector Miller County, and G. T. Patton, printer Four States Press, composed the active pall bearers, while Elder J. W. Overall, Assistant Missionary-Treasurer of the American Baptist Association, W. M. Davis, Superintendent Texarkana Baptist Orphanage, Allen Winham, president of The Merchants and Planters Bank, L. Q. Orr, Tax Assessor Miller County, W. W. Shaw, City Clerk of Texarkana, and A. A. Thompson, traveling salesman, composed the honorary pall bearers.

Brother Smith was stricken with an acute case of appendicitis August the sixth and was operated on at eight P. M. He stated to the writer the next morning that at first he was uneasy, but after thinking the matter over that he had that become completely reconciled, and was in perfect readiness for whatever might come, yet none thought the end was so near, but on Mon​day night at one A. M. the nurse called his dear companion and announced that he couldn’t live. Like news reached us over the phone and a rush was made for his wife and two boys Paul and Lloyd. So the writer, his wife, Sister Smith and the two sons named, were soon by his side at the hospital to find him in an unconscious state from which he never rallied, and at 5:15 p. m., Tuesday, he breathed out his life amidst the many who had heard the sad news and who had come to be with Sister Smith and the children in one of the darkest hours that ever comes into the life of any good wife as we know Sister Smith to be.

Brother Smith joined Pleasant Valley Baptist Church near Nashville, Arkansas, when twelve years of age, ordained by Mt. Zion church near Mineral Springs, Arkansas, in 1911. In all the years of his Christian life, he proved himself a consecrated man in the ranks, and far above average in his development and power. Churches like the Second Baptist church, Malvern, Arkansas, the First church England, Arkansas, the First church, Gurdon, Ark., Oaklawn church, Hot Springs, Ark., and other churches, where he served as pastor will verify his merit as pastor. Not only was he thus known as pastor, but he proved his ability as financial agent of the Missionary Bap​tist College, Sheridan, Arkansas, for the past two years he has reached from ocean to ocean in the interest of the Blessed command of His Christ as found in the Great Commission given unto the New Testament churches of the American Baptist Association. The missionaries on the home fields will miss his services in our homeland.

His dear wife, Mrs. Hattie Smith, and the sons, Paul and Lloyd, will miss him in a per​sonal way as none other. Oh, how seemingly hard it is that he must go at a time when, apparently, his children are at an age when a father is needed most, Brother Smith had only been married fifteen years and to this union only two sons, as above named, had been born. God knows best, and to his will we must bow.

Judge B. C. Fitzhugh, Elders C. C. Winters, L. L. Shoptaw, J, A, Wil​liams, D. W. Barham, I. N. Borum, Mrs. T. C. Rushing, F. A. Formby, mother, sister, brother, and other members of the family, and Brethren Malochs were among the many prominent out of town visitors who were present, also Elder D. N. Jackson left his meeting at Springfield, Ark. And came home, out of respect they had for Brother Smith, and to prove to Sister Smith their sympathy in her hour of trouble. Not only did the people of the churches mourn his loss, but the good citizens of the Klu Klux Klan organization and as such, contrib​uted one of the most beautiful floral offerings ever witnessed as an expres​sion of the sorrow as entertained by the constitu​ents of that organiza​tion, and their sympathy for the bereaved.

Sister Smith desires for us to say that she can never forget the many that have come to her relief in this time of deepest sorrow and grief. Brother Smith was only thirty-three years of age at his death, having breathed out his last breath on Tuesday, August 11, 1925, at 5:15 P.M.

We can’t weep as we would weep for those who have no hope, but we do anticipate meeting the brother some sweet day in the by and by.

        --Baptist and Commoner, September 2, 1925

J. M Newburn (24)
Co-Editor, 1924

Vice Chairman - Unification Conference, 1923

Elder J. M. Newburn was born in Beach Springs, MS to Rev. Jack and Betty New​burn. He came to Neches, TX at the age of 18 or 19 years. He attended Neches High School two years and attended Baylor University. 

After his ordination he taught in various public schools in Texas for several years and was for some time connected with Jacksonville College as an instructor. He was editor of the Baptist Echo for fifteen years, and at the time of his death was editor of the Baptist Progress. 
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J. M. Newburn was influential in the establishment of the BMA of Texas. He was the first Corresponding Secretary of the BMA in 1900. He was re-elected in 1901-1905. In 1905 he declined to accept the position. He was elected a Vice-President in 1908 and 1912. 

J. M. Newburn was President of Jacksonville College in 1905-1906. He was later chairman of the board of trustees of Jacksonville College for twenty-five years (Dallas Morning News 25 November 1926). 

Bro. Newburn was the pastor of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, three different times 1894-1900, 1906-1912, and 1914-1926. 
In 1923 the Unification effort was underway. Bro. Newburn was Vice-Chairman of the Unification Conference. The Minute stated that Brethren J. M. Newburn, Jackson​ville, TX and H. B. Pender, Greenville, TX, were asked to meet in a fraternal and advi​sory way with our committee on Unification.” 

He was elected as Second Vice President in the organizational meeting of the ABA in 1924. He also served as a writer in 1924 under Dr. D. N. Jackson, Editor-in-Chief.
A Memorial in the 1927 ABA Minute stated: (pp. 43-44)
He was active, prayerful, cheerful, and earnest, even as a boy preacher. He grew in knowl​edge and usefulness until the Baptist Church in the growing village of Jacksonville, TX, called and except for a few years, kept him until his death, a pastorate of 30 years. 

Twenty-eight years ago, J. M. Newburn, and Elder W. C. Hammil started a Baptist paper, “The Echo” in Rusk, TX, which brought J. M. Newburn, who became editor, into the sharpest controversies with the keenest minds of Texas and elsewhere. The taking over of the Rusk Acad​emy by the State Convention of Texas without the knowledge or consent of its owner, the Chero​kee Association, brought him into some sharp and unpleasant discussion with the Baptist Con​vention leaders of Texas.

The passing of the 9th Article made this controversy much more drastic, but J. M. Newburn, while taking a decided position, prayed earnestly for the reclamation of the Convention brethren from their serious errors.

He was so kind, even to his enemies, that sometimes you would think it a weakness.

J. M. Newburn saw that the 9th Article of the State Convention of Texas blotted out the inherent right of churches to comprise its constituency and put into the hands of a picked popu​lar vote the right to declare a regular accredited messenger immoral and cast him out of the Con​vention. His position against this heresy, and his high character and the power of his personality caused him be become the first Corresponding Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas. Next to his church he held the expansion and perpetuation of the Baptist faith in Associa​tions as one of the sacred duties of his life. This led him to advocate the organization and per​petuation of the American Baptist Association. 

Though Brother Newburn received for a number of years a salary and pay for revival work which seemed to many ample and to some large, yet his great liberality and his faithful efforts and his benevolent donations brought him, when he was called in death in financial debt to such an extent that it took his insurance policy to pay him out.
The memory of Elder J. M. Newburn will live in hearts and minds by many of the recipients of his kindness as long as life shall last. It was said of him that men live not in years and financial renown, but in deeds.

He said to those who stood by as he was passing, “This is not bad, this is all right, for I see Jesus.”

C.R. MEADOWS, J.W. BREWER, A.W. LUPER, D.N. JACKSON 

A memorial to Bro. Newburn which was signed by Brothers J. V. Vermillion, C. A. Lawler and B. J. Albritton as a part of the permanent records of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, stated:

 Elder J. M. Newburn came to First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, TX, as its pastor in 1894 and served as such except during the short pastorates of Elders Sams, Scales, Hall, and Pender. His entire pastorate lasted thirty-three years with the exception of about six years service of the above brethren, and even then he resided in this city and aided us in every way he could. These thirty-three years tell practically the entire story of his eventful career. It is true that in his earlier years he served Brushy Creek, Bethel, Mt. Selman, Josephine, Alto, Omen, and Friendship churches and perhaps one or two others. His education was limited to about two years in the Neches High School, Neches, TX, and one year in Baylor University editing the Baptist Echo and almost always securing educated men to help him in revival meetings coupled with the reading of the best books fitted him to stand among the best informed of his day. His brief sermons, apt delivery, and optimistic temperament brought people to hear him for thirty-three years. His kind and thoughtful regard for all with whom he came in contact made him a citizen of excellent pres​tige in the entire city. His unselfish effort for the poor and the afflicted placed him as the most practical pastor of Texas. We, as a church, deplore his departure and pray the great Head of the church to enable us to ask God that the incoming pastor may have a double portion of his patience, optimism and sacrifices.
 
He died November 24, 1926 in a Dallas hospital at the premature age of 58 years, of complications after colon surgery. He is buried in the City Cemetery in Jacksonville, TX. A prominent gravestone erected by First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, marks his resting place.
Organization of the A. B. A.   TC  "VI. Organization of the A. B. A.  " \l 1 
In his 1920 report as Treasurer of the General Association, Dr. C. C. Winters, last Moderator of the General Association,  XE  "C. C. Winters " cited five difficulties facing the work. Number five was of par​ticular importance because it could well be that Bro. Winter's observation and appeal was the first official call which resulted in the "Unification Effort" which culmi​nated in the organization of the Ameri​can Baptist Association, four years later:

We are divided up into segments which is a great hindrance to our work. We have in Texas the Baptist Missionary Association doing foreign mission work. We have in Ten​nes​see and Kentucky the Ten​nessee and Kentucky Baptist Association which is doing both home and foreign mission work. Recently there has come into existence in Okla​homa a new Baptist body which means to do the same. We cannot see why all real Missionary Baptists cannot unite on Bible principles, such as the Gen​eral Association of Baptist Churches has, and do home and foreign mis​sion work. In division there is weakness; in unity there is strength. The Lord prayed for unity.

In his 1921 report, Dr. Winters sounded the same theme. Writing under the head​ing of “Hindrances,” he stated:

Too much segregation and too much lack of co-operation have been a great hin​drance too to the work in a general way. This spirit of segre​gation is more or less self-cen​tered. This self-centered spirit is a great hindrance to the cause and is contrary to Baptist principles and builds up autocracy--the thing that true Baptists are fighting. We need co-operation, not segregation. We need to build up democracy among Bap​tists, not autocracy. We need that which brings strength, not weakness. In co-operation there is strength, in seg​regation this is weakness. In spite of these hindrances our motto should be onward and upward. 

 At the 1923 meeting of the General Association, Dr. H. B. Pender  XE  "H. B. Pender " brought the fol​lowing message from a conference held at Coleman, OK on Dec. 1, 1923:

We, the Elders, pastors and missionaries working in the states of Oklahoma and Texas, and assembled for conference with each other, hereby express our sympathy with a general movement to unify all sound Baptist churches in a closer and more effective co-operation in mission​ary and evangelistic work throughout the world.

The Unification Committee in 1923 included two from Okla​homa: C. A. Smith, Lookeba, and Uriah Farthing of Sallisaw. Bro. Far​thing was also on the Sunday School Committee.

Among the papers asked to publish the "Document on Unifica​tion" was the Oklahoma Baptist, Alex, Oklahoma.

The 1923 report on "Unification" stated:

We met with a committee appointed by the General Association... and the brethren from the Oklahoma Baptist Convention, who, since, they were appointed by their conven​tion only to meet with us on the spe​cific matter of interstate co-operation between the Bap​tist Mission​ary As​sociation of Texas and the Oklahoma Baptist Convention, could only sit with us in council.

One of the recommendations that grew out of a further meeting at Texarkana on January 1, 1924 included:

That this body appoint a committee on unification to confer, and to take steps as they see proper, to unite our Sunday School Litera​ture and that owned by the Baptist Worker Pub​lishing Company and pub​lished under the auspices of the Baptist Convention of Okla​homa, and to further the cause of unification in all other ways endorsed by this body according to the direc​tion of Christ, our King.

Unification Conference XE  "Unification Conference" 
On March 4, 1924, messengers from 267 churches met in Texarkana to consider the advisability of uniting the B. M. A. of Texas and the General Association into one body. 

The proceedings of the "Unification Conference" were given on pages 18-19 of the 1924 Minutes of the A.B.A.  The time of the next meet​ing at Texarkana was given, then this statement followed: 

"If the churches adopt the articles of agreement as set forth in this folder and so instruct their messengers to the several state organizations the new body will begin to function at the next meeting." 

This was accomplished on December 10, 1924 with the first ses​sion of the new American Baptist Association held in the building of the First Baptist Church in Texar​kana. 

Also, the Unification Conference heard the report of a committee, "on the state​ment of our doctrinal belief," which recommended:

"That this body re-affirm its acceptance of the New Hampshire confession of faith; so long held by our American Baptist people, and that it be printed in full in the min​utes of this session."

The committee further recommended the following doctrinal statement:

1. We believe in the infallible verbal inspiration of the whole Bible. 2nd Tim. 3:16.
2. The Triune God. Matt. 28:19.

3. The Genesis Account of Creation.

4. The virgin birth of Jesus Christ. Matt. 1:20.

5. The deity of Jesus Christ.

6. His crucifixion and suffering as vicarious and substitutionary.

7. The bodily resurrection and ascension of Christ and the bodily resurrection of His saints. 1st Cor. 15th chapter.

8. The second coming of Christ, personal and bodily, as the crowning event of this Gentile age. Acts 1:11.

9. The Bible doctrine of the eternal punishment of the finally impenitent. Matt 25:46.

10. We also hold in common what real Baptists have ever held. That the great commission was given to the churches only. That in king​dom activities the church is the unit and the only unit that the churches have, and should exercise equal authority, and responsibility should be met by them according to their several abilities.

11. That all co-operative bodies such as Associations, Conven​tions and their Boards or Committees, etc., are and properly should be the servants of the churches.

12. We believe that the great commission teaches that there has been a succes​sion of missionary Baptist churches from the days of Christ down to this day.
It should be noted that statements 10-12 were important to the founders in es​sen​tially differentiating the American Baptist Association from other Baptist groups, espe​cially the Southern Baptist Convention. 
The report of the committee on Articles of Agreement was read by J. V. Vermil​lion. The articles were preceded by this paragraph:
In our endeavor to set forth these Articles of Agreement, we have kept in mind and fully appreciate the battles that have been fought and the victories that have been won by our co-operative Baptist bod​ies, that have been contending for the Equality and Sover​eignty of the local churches, and we look upon this work as only an enlargement and con​tinuation of the work of the various organizations that have been work​ing along the lines stated above.
The Articles of Agreement were published at the beginning of the 1924 Minutes. Although the articles have been amended throughout the years, they are essentially the same in purpose and intent as approved by the messengers in 1924. 
The report of the Unification Conference concluded:

Inasmuch as our deliberations are now completed for this meet​ing and as we come to final adjournment, that we express our apprecia​tion for the presence and power of the good Holy Spirit and the brotherly love among the messengers of the churches who have attended these ser​vices; and as we go back to our fields of labor be it resolved by the Bap​tist Unification Conference:

1. That the results of our work here be reported to the churches composing the State and General bodies composing this conference, for their approval or disapproval during their annual meetings this fall.

2. That the temporary organization under which we have been working, be made provisionally permanent, until we meet as herein pro​vided for.

3. That when we adjourn tonight it be to meet here in Texarkana December 10, at 7:00 p. m., to elect officers and arrange to take up the work for which the American Baptist Mis​sionary Association of Churches has been organized. 

Motion carried that we publish no regular minutes of this meet​ing at this time, but carry it in the papers and then have 10,000 copies of a pamphlet pub​lished carrying the declaration of our beliefs, and also the articles of agreement.

Great fellowship prevailed. Friendly discussions were had and the Spirit of God was felt in great power at many times during the meet​ing. Although not everyone got just the thing that he thought to be the very best, yet everyone seemed to be satisfied and all agreed to the things that were done, and to those who observed closely it was evident that UNION was effected and all of us re​joiced and thanked God for this great meeting of His redeemed people.

We adjourned to meet in Texarkana on December 10, 1924, at which time it is hoped the new body will begin functioning.




C. C. Winters, Chairman (McNeil, AR)




C. R. Meadows, Secretary (Dallas, TX)

These brethren involved in organizing the American Baptist Association also re​ported the necessary steps in a classic article titled "The Unification Movement." This article was first given as part of the 1924 Mission Report to the General Association. It was later included in the 1925 report of Corresponding Secretary. Elder J. W. Overall XE  "J. W. Overall" , who suc​ceeded Elder Ben J. Smith XE  "Ben J. Smith" , who died in office, read the report. Please note the stress of the con​cepts of "church-equality" and "church-sovereignty" which formed the bedrock for de​velopment of the American Baptist Associa​tion. 

For over twenty years, some orthodox Baptists have been inde​pendent of conven​tionism. The independent churches, believing in church-equality and church-sovereignty, have not co-operated in gen​eral mission work as they might have. This is perhaps due to the unbe​lief in the methods and practices of the “organized work” of conven​tion​ism. 

Consequently, a number of State and local associations in vari​ous sections of our country, have been doing most of their mission work locally. For some twenty years, the churches co-operating in the work of the General Association of Baptist Churches have de​sired and sought to provide a medium of co-operation for all church-equality Baptists in inter-State and foreign missions. Many times the prospects were all but flattering, but the process has been very slow. Throughout a majority of the States, there are thousands of Bap​tists who are with us in doctrine and practice and have discovered the imperative need of general co-oper​ation in mission work. 

Until recently, misunderstanding and lack of acquaintance and perhaps some techni​cal differences have hindered the unification of these orthodox Baptists. For a num​ber of years, some of the brethren of different States have inquired, sought for, and agitated the unification movement. Through committees, the brethren have discovered the pos​sibil​ity and desirability of a more mutual co-operation. We thank God for the results.

Pursuant to invitation of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and as a culmi​nation of the efforts of committees of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas and of the General Association of Mis​sionary Baptist Churches at the 1923 session of the latter at Louis, Miss., the General Association of Missionary Baptist Churches called a gen​eral mass meeting of messengers from the churches of the various States to be held in Texarkana, March 4, 1924. This meeting was well attended and was a great success.

As a result, the American Baptist Association was tentatively organized, and the churches requested to send messengers, if in sympa​thy with the unification movement, to Texarkana, December 10, 1924. This latter meeting was also well attended and was a great success.

As a result, the American Baptist Association was permanently organized. Churches of the various States have entered very heartily into the co-operative mission work. Churches have come from conven​tion​ism to work with us. Co-operation and unity of or​thodox Baptists con​tinued to be more manifest in the various States. We note that two or​tho​dox bodies in the State of Oklahoma have about concluded their unifica​tion this year. There are about one million hearts beating together in a co-operative effort to answer the crying needs of a fallen race, members of about three thousand churches and including about one thousand five hundred preachers.
The actual order of events in the organization of the American Baptist Association should be noted. First, the General Association met for its twentieth annual session at Texarkana on December 9, 1924. Both the General Association and the American Bap​tist Association pub​lished separate minutes of the historic meetings. 

The General Association elected officers and proceeded in its business without re​gard to the pending organization of the American Baptist Association. The next night, December 10, at 7 PM, the messen​gers met in the same building, with C. C. Winters XE  "C. C. Winters" , the same Moderator, in the chair. The minutes stated, "Previously there had been a meeting of the General Association, at which time the General Association voted to dis​solve and go into the new organization that should meet following it."

After the American Baptist Association was officially organized, the General Asso​ciation held a final meeting to turn all matters over to the new association and officially adjourn for the last time.

The General Association Resolutions and Nominations Commit​tee reported:
Resolved That we accept the Articles of Agreement which tenta​tively were adopted by the Unification Conference, March 4, 1924.

Resolved Further that we favor the formation of the American Baptist Association, and that when such association has been formed that all property now owned by the Gen​eral Association be transferred to the American Association (sic).

Resolved Further that the following brethren be made the Publi​cation Committee  XE  "Publi​cation Committee " for the Sunday School Literature and Book House located in Texarkana, Ark.-Texas, with power to act in transferring the business to the Committee that shall be appointed by the American Association as provided for in the Articles of Agreement:

Resolved Further that the Missionary Committee be instructed to transfer all prop​erty, books and money to the Missionary Committee which may be appointed by the American Association. 
The report of the Sunday School Committee and Business Man​ager was rather lengthy. Dr. C. A. Gilbert reported, 

Perfect harmony has existed with the Committee during the past year. Brethren Newburn, Ballard and Jack​son, as an editorial staff, have wrought well in their respective places. As Sunday school editors they are three great outstanding men of the whole denominational world. 
Eld. Ben J. Smith  XE  "Ben J. Smith " gave the report of the Treasurer and Missionary Committee. He stated, “We are thankful, however, now that at the last session of the General Associa​tion we were given a larger door of oppor​tunity in the North Brazil and Portugal Mis​sions.” 

Bro. Smith stated that there were approximately eighty churches in the North Bra​zil field cooperating with us, about thirty-one pastors on the field, about ten evangelists, eighty-nine mission stations, seventy-two Sunday Schools, besides the training school and college work. "To properly care for this work we need at least $500 per month, but we can help tide over with even less if it be found necessary.”  

Dr. D. L. Hamilton, the American Mis​sionary, was requesting another American couple to join him and his wife on the Bra​zilian field.  Dr. Hamilton was present for the organizational meeting of the American Baptist Associa​tion. 

The General Association had also agreed to assist with the Portu​gal work, under the leadership of Bro. A. W. Luper XE  "A. W. Luper" . 

After the Mission Reports the minutes stated:

A move prevailed that we take recess until the formation of the American Baptist Association: and in case unification be effected, the moderator call the body to order for formal dismission: and in case uni​fication be not effected, the moderator call the body to order for a contin​uation of the work. 

This action concluded the Wednesday afternoon proceedings on December 10, 1924. 

Official Organization XE  "Official Organization" 
The first minutes of the American Baptist Association state the messengers “met in the First Baptist Church in Texarkana, with County Avenue as the host, at 7:00 P. M., Wednesday, December 10, 1924, Presi​dent C.C. Winters in the chair.”
The Minutes state, "Previously there had been held a meeting of the General Asso​cia​tion, at which time the General Association voted to dissolve and go into the new organization that should meet following it."

The report of the "provisional credentials committee" was received with the un​der​standing that those thus enrolled would consti​tute the, "temporary organization." The Chairman, J. V. Vermillion, Jack​sonville, TX, reported 177 churches represented by mes​senger. 

"The motion to go into permanent organization then carried.” 

Dr. C. C. Winters XE  "C. C. Winters" , McNeil, AR was elected as President; Dr. H. B. Pender XE  "H. B. Pender" , Greenville, TX was elected as First Vice-President, Bro. J. M. Newburn XE  "J. M. Newburn" , Jacksonville, TX, Second Vice-President, and Bro. J. W. Franklin XE  "J. W. Franklin" , Bay Springs, MS, Third Vice-Presi​dent. 

After the officers were elected, "There was here made a motion to adopt the Arti​cles of Agreement as submitted by the mass-meeting of last March, carried." By this ac​tion, the American Baptist Association was officially organized. 

As had been practiced in the General Association, the chair was authorized to ap​point a nominating committee of five messengers, "to nominate members of the Litera​ture Committee and the Missionary Committee, and make such other recommendations to the body as they might see fit."

A motion was then made and carried to appoint a committee on Christian Educa​tion. "Bro. J. V. Vermillion asked that his name be recorded as voting in the negative on the ground that any Committee on Education was without the purview of the powers of the body as defined in the Articles of Agreement." 

Despite this objection, Brethren Thomas E. Toler, J. M. Newburn, and Austin T. Powers were named as the Committee on Educa​tion.
  Later in the meeting the Commit​tee made a report on "Christian Education." Although the report mentioned and rec​om​mended Jack​sonville College and the Missionary Baptist College in Sheridan, this action was not a move in the direction of the American Baptist Associa​tion becoming involved in associational-owned and controlled schools. In fact, the Minutes for the next three sessions, 1925, 1927, and 1928 make no refer​ence to an Education Com​mittee or a Christian Edu​cation Committee. 

After this report was adopted, "A motion was made that the body recess... During the recess, the General Association held its final session and adjourned, sine die." 

The General Association minutes stated that Elder C. C. Winters called the body to order at 3:00 P. M. 

"A motion prevailed that our Sunday School Committee be empowered to make legal transfer of our Sunday School publications to proper authority of the American Baptist Association.” 

A Committee had been appointed to handle the matter of offi​cially making the transfer. After the committee met and elected officers, the minutes state:

"Ben M. Bogard  XE  "Ben M. Bogard " made motion that the committee do now transfer the Book House and Sunday School Literature, just as it is, which after discussion was adopted.
 Motion prevailed that C. A. Gilbert  XE  "C. A. Gilbert " and Ben J. Smith  XE  "Ben J. Smith " be appointed to care for the legal status of the Book House."

After adoption of this report, an offering was taken for minutes and clerical work. 

The final action of the General Association was then recorded, "A motion prevailed to adjourn Sine Die."
The Minutes of the newly organized A.B.A. then stated, "After the adjournment of the General Association, the President called the Ameri​can Baptist Association to or​der for continuation of business." 

Curtis Courtland Winters (25)
President, 1924-1926
Chairman of the Unification Committee

Vice President 1927-1930, 1932-1933, 1935-1936
C. C. Winters was born June 15, 1863, near Murray, KY, the son of Dr. Solomon D. and Catherine Winters. 

He was converted at the age of sixteen, and was baptized into the fellowship of the Ledbetter Baptist Church, on October 9, 1879, by Elder J. A. Spencer. The Ledbet​ter Church licensed him to preach on October 1, 1887. He was ordained to the Gospel Min​istry by the First Baptist Church of Murray, KY on August 17, 1890. That year he gradu​ated from the State Teachers Institute in his hometown and soon enrolled in Southern Bap​tist Theological Seminary at Louisville. Thereafter, he combined his teaching and ministerial careers with much success in Kentucky, Ten​nessee, Alabama and Texas. 

[image: image16.jpg]


On December 18, 1887 he married Annie Elizabeth Roberts of Murray, KY. To that union six children were born. One son gave his life defending his country in World War I.  

During his early ministry Dr. Winters taught school and served country churches in Kentucky and Tennessee. In the fall of 1893 he became a missionary for the Dick River Association in Middle Ten​nessee. In 1899 he accepted the pastorate of Central Baptist Church, Flo​rence, AL. He served other churches in Alabama be​fore going to the First Baptist Church in Venus, TX in 1904. He remained in Texas for three years, then, accepted the pastorate of the First Baptist Church at Magnolia, AR. A year later, he moved a few miles to McNeil to pas​tor the Baptist Church. He purchased a farm a short dis​tance from that town in 1915, where he passed the re​mainder of his life. 

During the next few years his pastorates included some of the leading Mission​ary Baptist Churches in south Arkansas and north Louisiana, particularly in the Co​lumbia Association. 

In 1914, "with much fear and trembling", as he stated, he accepted the office of Mis​sionary Treasurer for the General Association, predeces​sor of the American Baptist Associ​ation. During his seven-year tenure he satisfied the Association's deficit of some $5,000. When he left this office, the mission work was debt free.

In 1916 he was first elected as Moderator of the State Association of Missionary Bap​tist Churches of Arkansas. Altogether, he served for seventeen years.

In 1923 he was elected Moderator of the General Association. He was chairman of the "Unification Committee" and was in the Chair in 1924, when the American Bap​tist Associ​ation was officially organized. He was President of the 1925 meeting at Dallas, TX. When Dr. H. B. Pender was elected as President at the next session (1927-no meet​ing in 1926), Dr. Winters was unanimously elected as First Vice-President. 

He served as a member of the Baptist Sunday School Committee from 1915 until 1950, and was chairman for nineteen years. Prior to that time, he was President of the Bap​tist Publishing Company at Little Rock for five years. He served three years as Mod​erator of the Fayetteville Bap​tist Association and eight years as Moderator of the Co​lum​bia Baptist Association.  

Dr. Winter's service included several terms as Trustee of the Mis​sionary Baptist Col​lege at Sheridan, AR. This school conferred on him an honorary Doctor of Di​vinity Degree on May 24, 1929. He was one of the founders of the Columbia Baptist Bi​ble School at Magnolia in 1935, where he served as Vice-President and Dean. After the loss of his faithful wife, he gave most of his time to teaching in the Columbia Bap​tist Bible School. 

When the 1950 division occurred, Dr. Winters aligned with those who organized what is now known as the Baptist Missionary Associa​tion of America. 

Dr. Winters became ill in the spring of 1951, and never regained his health. He died at his home at McNeil on June 3, 1952.  He was buried in the Shiloh Cemetery, north of Waldo. 

Mrs. Edwin Peters paid tribute saying, "He had a busy and fruitful life." Dr. D. N. Jack​son wrote, "He was one of the greatest theologians in Baptist ranks, and without doubt was one of the cleanest characters ever to wear the name Baptist. He was honored by being elected to almost every posi​tion in Association Baptist ranks."

J. W. Franklin  (26)
Vice President, 1924

Bro. Franklin was listed as pastor of Mt. Nebo, Bay Springs, MS.

He also did missionary work in 1924. He reported 21 churches visited, 11 Sunday Schools visited and 2 organized, 4 associations attended, 48 conversions and 62 baptisms witnessed. He closed his report by stating, “I find sound Baptists all over the country that want the truth—Let us work and pray.”

He served on the Publications Committee in 1924. 

A J. W. Franklin was listed in the 1928 Minute as pastor of First Baptist Church, Oak Cliff-Dallas, TX.  Mrs. Franklin and Mrs. A. W. Luper were messengers. 

In 1929 he was named to the Interstate Missions Committee. 

Benjamin Jackson Albritton (27)
Vice President, 1925 
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B. J. Albritton, son of W. W. and Mary Ann Albritton, was a well-known educator in Jacksonville (Cherokee County). He was superintendent of public schools for sixteen years. 

He was born 14 Feb 1880 in Jacksonville, TX, and died 25 Dec 1956 in Jackson​ville, TX. He mar​ried Ora Dee Ches​ter on 25 Dec 1905 in Texas. His father, Wash​ington Wiggins Albritton was a preacher and missionary in the Nacogdoches and Rusk County areas of Texas, but B. J. was not a preacher.

 Bro. Michael Thompson wrote:

 My mother's family was attending First Baptist Church in Jacksonville in the 30's and 40's.  She told me that B. J. Albritton was a deacon at First Baptist.  In fact, she continued that he always made the motions, which were, from her view, matters that the deacons had already discussed. 
This confirms that he was not a preacher as Robert L. Vaughn had thought. It could be noted that he was the only non-preacher ever elected as vice-president. 

I did do a search of the 1900 US Census and confirmed that his father was a preacher.  His wife was a widow in Jacksonville in the 1910 and 1920 Census.
I am including a picture of him with Meadows and Overall.  His rela​tionship to these two leaders and their association with First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, shows the influence of that church during this period of transition from the General Association to the American Baptist Association. 
 
New President; Emphasis on Academy and Junior College 

In 1918 B. J. Albritton became president of Jacksonville College for the third time. He had previously served as an administrator of the col​lege, but more recently he had been superintendent of the Jacksonville Public Schools. His tenure with the college this time was to cover nine​teen years (1918 - 1937). This marked the beginning of a new day for the college. The school was reorganized. A course of study providing an acad​emy and a junior college resulted (1918 - 1919 Catalog 29 - 32).
He served as president of Jacksonville College for three terms -- 1903-1905, 1906-1908, and 1918-1937. He also served as a City Judge.
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--A Centennial History of Jacksonville College
Herman B. Pender (28)
President, 1927-1929
Vice President 1924

Vice Moderator (Gen. Assn.) 1915
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Dr. C. N. Glover wrote over his picture, "Dr. Pender was a prince among men. A southern gen​tleman and unexcelled as a presiding moder​ator. He inspired men."

Dr. A. T. Powers commented: 

He was a prince among the men whose name will be called on this list. He was a great believer in the sovereignty of the church. Sam C. West, who had been a friend of mine from boyhood, was pastoring four churches, but belonged to none of them. How​ever, all of them had elected him as a messenger to the Ameri​can Baptist Association. 

Some brother raised the question and said, "One man cannot rep​resent four churches," and wanted to challenge his vote. Dr. Pender--I never shall for​get his speech--said, "My brother, my brethren, listen to me, never as long as I am Moderator of this group will I sit by and see the sovereignty and freedom of a church challenged. These four churches have a perfect right to name their pas​tor, if they wanted him as a mes​sen​ger. He has one vote. Each church has one-fourth of a vote. They might have had three votes, but they did not elect to do it that way. They elected to send their pastor, and so far as the moderator is con​cerned--and I challenge you to challenge it, if you do not believe it--they have a perfect right to do so." 

"I did not know much about the sovereignty of a church and who was qualified to be a messenger, but I proudly came to represent my church, and I never shall forget Dr. Pender's statement because it agreed with what my church had practiced when it sent me." 

Dr. C. N. Glover wrote: “I remember Dr. Pender. I believe he was about eighty years old when he was Moderator or President of the Ameri​can Baptist Associ​ation.  

“At the time of his death Brother Pender was a member of our Missionary Com​mit​tee and had been, for several years (1927-1929), Presi​dent of the American Baptist Asso​ciation. He was a safe counselor, a wise but humble leader and could always be depended upon to stand for the right. His work on earth is done, but his work and his influence for good will continue to live and bless the world.”

According to two sisters, ages 101 and 103, who were baptized by Dr. Pender, they remembered Dr. Ben M. Bogard holding revivals in their home church, pastored by Dr. Pender.

The principle enunciated by Dr. Pender continues to be practiced in the ABA even today. However, the unsuccessful challenge of this prin​ciple eventually led to ap​proxi​mately 450 churches withdrawing from the ABA in 1950 to form what is now known as the BMA of America. 

In the history of the BMA of America, the author, John W. Duggar referred to Dr. Pen​der's statement: "Dr. Pender was a great man of God. But to some his way of set​tling the question in defense of church sovereignty was strange indeed. One might won​der, if a local church was absolutely sovereign enough accord​ing to some to elect any​one to serve as her messenger, why would it not be proper for one church to designate another church's messenger as hers, and to vote for her, too?"

An entire page of Dr. Duggar's history was devoted to the discus​sion of the inci​dent cited by Powers and Glover. 

According to Wm. H. Parks' History of the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, Eld. Pender was elected as Temporary Chairman at a preliminary meeting in Troupe, Texas on July 6, 1900, leading to the organization of the BMA. Pender was men​tioned several times, before being elected as a Vice-President at Jacksonville in 1902. 

He preached the Introductory Sermon for the 1904 meeting in Dallas, and was again elected as a Vice President. He was re-elected in 1905, then was elected as Presi​dent at the Dallas meeting in 1906. He was re-elected in Jacksonville in 1907, Dallas in 1908, Oak Cliff in 1909, Jacksonville in 1910, Mineral Wells in 1911, and Dallas in 1912. 

Dr. Pender was Assistant Moderator of the General Association in 1915. He was elected and preached from Psalm 11:3. He was also on the Committee on Order of Busi​ness with Ben M. Bogard and J. W. Brewer, and on the Education Committee. He was a messenger from Campbell Church, Campbell, TX. 

Dr. Pender was again present in 1917. At this meeting he served as chairman of the Nominating Committee, and preached. 

Dr. Pender was elected as Assistant Moderator in 1919. 

At the 1923 meeting he was listed as a visitor, with a message from the B. M. A. of Texas. Bro. Pender was listed with other brethren, "Making talks on the need of Unifi​cation of all true Baptists.”
The minutes also recorded, "Upon motion, brethren J. M. Newburn and H. B. Pender were asked to meet in a fraternal and advisory way with our committee on Unifi​cation." Later, he served on the Unification Com​mittee, of which Dr. C. C. Winters was chair​man. 

After the ABA was officially organized, he and C. C. Winters were nominated as the first President. Dr. Winters was declared elected, and Dr. Pender was declared as the First Vice-President. He was also elected to the Literature Committee in 1924. 

He was mentioned quite frequently in the negotiations between the BMA of Texas and the ABA in allowing the ABA to assume the mis​sion programs supported by the BMA of Texas. 

Dr. Pender preached the annual sermon in 1927 in Hot Springs from Eph. 6:6-14, "Those Things for Which the Church Must Stand." 

1930, Bay Springs, MS.

The minutes stated that a communication was received from Dr. H. B. Pender, the retiring moderator. A committee of three was appointed to respond, as follows:

Our annual session starting off fine. We miss you so much, but are thankful that we still have the memory of your past loyal, faithful and efficient service, and that we can yet have your prayers. May Heaven’s richest blessings be upon you.  Special prayer now being said for you. 

The Memorial Committee reported that Dr. Pender was in bed, sick, during the March, 1930 meet​ing, and soon thereafter passed to the eternal realm to be with His Lord.

The report stated, "...the cause lost one of the best men and most loyal friends we had. He was a powerful preacher and a fearless exponent of the truth. He was active in the min​istry for more than sixty years.”

Dr. Pender was the second Pres​ident, following C. C. Winters. He died May 4, 1930 in Dallas, TX, and was buried at Greenville, TX. 
David Luke Hamilton  (29)
Missionary

Dr. Hamilton and the Brazilian mission work was first mentioned in 1924, when he was present for the organizational meeting.
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Dr. Hamilton was born in Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, May 26, 1863 to Isaac and Lydia Simmons Hamilton. He received most of his education at Keachie College in Keachie, Louisiana.  He moved to Texas and married Jennie Albertson in 1896.  After attending Southwestern Seminary in Forth Worth, they went to Brazil as missionaries. 

In1924 Bro. Ben Smith, Corresponding Secretary, stated that there were ap​proxi​mately eighty churches in the North Brazil field, about thirty-one pastors on the field, about ten evangelists, eighty-nine mission stations, seventy-two Sunday Schools, besides the training school and college work. 

He recommended, "To properly care for this work we need at least $500 per month, but we can help tide over with even less if it be found necessary." Dr. D. L. Hamilton, the American Missionary, was request​ing another American couple to join him and his wife on the Brazilian field. 

The 1928 report on the work being done by Dr. D. L. Hamilton records:

Many of us a few years ago met Dr. Hamilton face to face, and heard him tell of the Brazil field and the needs of the people who in their ignorance and supersti​tion know not the way of salvation. Our confidence in the man as God’s man for that field gripped us, and our hearts were enlisted in that great work. Since Dr. Hamilton’s return three years ago to that field the work has marvelously gone for​ward.

There are now more than one hundred Baptist Churches compos​ing the Bra​zilian Baptist Association, and none of these churches are being supported with for​eign money.... This Brazil Association of Churches has a training school or Semi​nary school that has at present some eight or ten young men studying for the min​istry, and a like num​ber of young ladies preparing for special Christian work. There are also more than a dozen schools maintained by these churches.

The report concluded, "Brethren it would be an awful calamity to let this great work fail for lack of our support, and yet for the past three years less than half the sup​port promised Dr. Hamilton has been given." 

In 1929 Bro. Moore reported that Dr. D. L. Hamilton continued to lead in the work in Brazil. "They have a Brazilian Baptist Association composed of more than a hundred churches. These churches maintain several schools and Dr. Hamilton super​intends a Bible school where young men are training for the Gospel ministry. The churches are self-supporting, and have a large number of good pastors and these churches are co-operating in mis​sion and educational work among their own country​men. 

The Missionary Committee recommended that the Association continue to send $350 per month to Brazil, with $150 as Dr. Hamilton's salary, and $200 to be applied to the amount owed him.

The 1930 report stated: 

Our missionary, Dr. D. L. Hamilton is leading in a great work in Brazil. There are a large number of native real orthodox Missionary Bap​tist Churches that are co-operating in the Brazilian Baptist Asso​cia​tion... They are doing work in eight differ​ent states. They report for 1929, 531 baptisms. These churches maintain fifteen lit​erary schools with 850 pupils. Dr. Hamilton superintends a Bible training school for young ministers. Evidently under the training of Dr. Hamilton these churches have fast become real independent churches, in that they support their own pastors, mission work and schools, and not a dollar of the money sent to Brazil is used to subsidize pastors and churches, but these poor native Baptists contribute on an average of $7.10 annually per member.

Dr. Hamilton reported 88 churches with a total membership of 5,644, 29 ordained preachers, and total contributions of $40,080.25. Fifty-five of the churches owned buildings. 

The 1931 report stated that Dr. D. L. Hamilton continued to lead the Brazilian work as "the recognized leader and counselor." 

He has a school at Recife, Pernam​buco, where young men are trained for the Gospel ministry, and young women for Christian work. 

The money that this body appropriates to Brazil, aside from Dr. Hamilton's sal​ary, is used in helping pay rent on this school building, traveling expenses, colport​age work and various needs, but none is used to supplement the salaries of native pastors. 

There are about one hundred churches composing a real Mission​ary Baptist Association; these churches support their own native pas​tors and missionaries, They maintain their own schools.

In October of 1931, Dr. Hamilton’s health had failed and he returned to his home in Waco, Texas, where he could get proper medi​cal aid.  His stated plan was to return to Brazil as soon as possible. Bro. Wid A. Gilbert, Secretary-Treasurer, wrote the article report​ing the untimely death of Dr. Hamilton, which occurred on Sat​urday, December 8, 1934 in Waco, Texas, "as plans were being rapidly completed for his return to Brazil next March.” Gilbert continued, "His health was improved so that he could work in this country or abroad. 

"He was the nearest approach to the old-time Apostolic mission​ary of any man in modern days.”
"When a few years ago he took a definite stand against the encroachment of the Convention heresy into Baptist ranks, more than one hundred Brazilian churches fol​lowed him in his course."

The 1932 pre-associational brochure reported that Dr. Hamilton had been a "mis​sionary to Brazil for more than a quarter of a century and has helped to organize and bring into co-operative work more than 100 churches in that country."

So far as we know, native workers continued the Brazilian work after Dr. Hamil​ton's departure.  Dr. Hamilton is buried in the Oakwood Cemetery in Waco, Texas.  
Thomas Lee Blalock (30)
Missionary to China
Thomas Lee Blalock was born October 10th, 1865, in North Carolina, in a log cabin on the north edge of McDowell County, not far from the present day town of Spruce Pine. He was the fourth son of John Calvin and Susan (Young) Blalock, one boy in a family of thirteen children. 
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Near the age of sixteen, Tom Blalock was saved in an old fashioned revival meeting under the preaching of Eld. Stephen Collis, an uncle of his. Soon after this he began to prepare him​self for the Lord's work. Through the help of others and by his own labors he was able to attend Amherst Academy in Burke County, which was then taught by a great Baptist preacher-educator, R. L. Patton, and in this school he was inspired to become a preacher of the gospel. After spending a year at Mars Hill College in Western North Carolina he left in 1889 for the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. He graduated from seminary in 1893 and sailed that same year as a Baptist faith missionary to the great mission field of China. 

During seminary years T. L. Blalock had been influenced to a great concern for China by the zeal and enthusiasm of Eld. D. W. Herring. Bro. Herring and his wife, together with Dr. and Mrs. T. P. Crawford, Eld. and Mrs. G. P. Bostick, Eld. and Mrs. T. J. League, Eld. W. D. King and Miss Fannie Knight. In 1893 while in China all had withdrawn from service under the Southern Baptist Board to begin a new work which they called, "Gospel Mis​sions," by which they worked together, though each was supported directly from his own- ... local supporting church while living by faith in God. They used the name, "Gospel Missions," to express their belief that the primary purpose of mission work was to preach a soul saving gospel rather than, as they had seen under the Board, most of the mission funds being used for schools to edu​cate the heathen while still in unbelief. 

D. W. Herring returned to the U.S. in 1890 for furlough with his wife and children, but shortly after arriving his wife and children were all taken from him in an epidemic of typhoid fever. Still undeterred he went about among the churches arousing them to a greater enthusiasm for the Bible way of missions than ever before. When he returned to China in 1893 he was ac​companied by three new young-men missionaries. They were: Eld. F. M. Royall, Eld, W. E. Crocker and Eld. T. L. Blalock. That year they, all together, left the area of Southern Baptist work in eastern Shantung and journeyed across the mountains to new mission fields in the west​ern part of the province where they began to work out from the city of Tai An Fu, an ancient city at the base of the sacred mountain, Tai Shan. 

Shortly after the missionaries made this move, two young women missionaries came out to China to join them in the work. Before long one of them became the wife of Eld. F. M. Royall.  The other, Miss Emma Humphries of Bethel Hill, North Carolina, was united in marriage to Elder T. L. Blalock. Both couples were married on February 17, 1895, at the home of Dr. and Mrs. T. P. Crawford in Tai An Fu. Immediately after the wedding the Blalocks left on a honeymoon trip to Shanghai by boat, traveling leisurely along the scenic, winding Grand Canal. Often they would get off and walk through the fields to join their boat farther on after it had rounded a large bend. 

Upon their return from Shanghai, Eld. and Mrs. Blalock prepared to begin a work in Tai Er Chuang, a large city on the Grand Canal, but hardly had they gotten settled before Blalock became very ill and it became necessary to have him carried by bearers for a great distance to a Presbyterian Mission hospital where there was an American Doctor. After recovering suffi​ciently he decided to return with his wife to Tai An Fu, but upon arriving there he again became bedfast with the same illness. 

While Eld. T. L. Blalock was in this weakened condition he received a letter from his larg​est supporting church in North Carolina. They enclosed an offering of $300, but they also told him that henceforth they would send all their missions support only through the Southern Bap​tist Board. In this letter they urged him to come under the Board, saying they would support him more that way than ever before. They also enclosed a proposition from the Foreign Mission Board invit​ing him and his wife to work with them. In spite of his weakness and the consequences of his answer, Mr. Blalock was able to write them that he had never changed his mind about mis​sions and that he would continue on as a direct faith missionary, looking only to God for the supply of his needs. 

All the missionaries now thought it best for T. L. Blalock to return to the States to recover his health, but because most of his support had now been lost to the Board it was agreed that he should go alone to save expenses. They also feared that if he and his wife both went they would never get back to China again. So Emma accompan​ied him to Shanghai, there to say goodbye, but when he reached Yokohama, Japan, he was too ill to go on, and a cable was sent for her to join him there.  After a time the two, together, continued on to America in another ship. 

At the end of a slow and perilous journey in a leaking ship, T. L. Blalock and wife at last arrived in Seattle. Here they went ashore with very little money, friendless and unknown, but as they rode a streetcar up from the docks, a lady sitting beside them, having discovered from their conversation that they were missionaries, invited Mrs. Blalock to speak that evening to the Women's Missionary Society of her church, the First Baptist Church of Tacoma, Washington. Later the pastor, along with others, visited them in their hotel room, extending to them a Chris​tian welcome together with an invitation from his church for them to spend the summer in Ta​coma in free accommodations supplied by the church. It was just the restful environment that Mr. Blalock needed for a full recovery, and they could only thank God for this wonderful preparation for them. 

With the end of summer and his returning good health, T. L. Blalock and wife, after visiting a brother in Oregon, left by train for the eastern states. When a year had passed by they found that the two of them had received only a total of $160 in support, but with great faith in God in September they announced their plans to return to China. Immedi​ately they were astonished by the support and encouragement that came pouring in. One whole association, the Alexander Association, took up their support and thereafter continued faithfully behind them for over fifty years. 

In 1899 T. L. Blalock and wife were back in China and just getting settled in the work again when they were interrupted by the Boxer Rebellion, which was an attempt by a heathen secret society with the backing of the Dowager Empress to kill all foreigners and all Chinese Christians in China. After an Englishman was murdered in Shantung the missionaries were warned to leave. Those from Tai An Fu were able to escape with difficulty, down the Yellow River to the coast, where most of them decided to take this opportunity to return to America. Eld. and Mrs. T. L. Blalock found a refuge from the Boxers in Seoul, Korea, and while there a son was born to them December 13th, 1900. The child was weak and often ill, so after return​ing to China in 1901 Mrs. Blalock spent the winter in Tengchow on the coast while her husband traveled in the interior. In May, 1902, the little child died and was buried there in a cemetery on a hill overlooking the sea. 

In the fall of 1902 a little girl was born to Mr. and Mrs. Blalock, whom they named Alice. They were traveling much in the interior at this time, and it happened that a year and a half later, while they were on their way to Anwhei Province, that little Alice suddenly sickened and died. Heartbroken they carried the little body back to Tai An Fu, where she was buried at the foot of the mountain, Tai Shan. 

In 1908 it became necessary for T. L. Blalock and wife to return to the U. S. for furlough for Mrs. Blalock's health. After a year at home it was with great difficulty that they were able to return to China in 1909. During that year Mrs. Crawford had died and was buried at the foot of Tai Shan, and almost all the others at the mission had gone to the Board. He was surprised to find that the missionary at his station had just applied and been accepted by the Southern Bap​tist Board, though he had never been with them before and was well supported. All that were left of the group now as he, his wife and Miss Attie T. Bostick. 

After returning to China in 1909 Mrs. Blalock was never really well again, yet in her sick​ness she never tired of telling of Jesus Christ to the many women who visited her, also going out into the homes and often speaking to large gatherings of women. With every last bit of strength, she gave herself; meanwhile her condition became worse. In 1917 she was persuaded by her doctor to have major surgery at Ch'i Lu University Hos​pital in Tsi Nan Fu, the capital of Shantung Province. After this operation she returned to Tai An Fu hoping soon to be fully re​covered. 

In February, 1918, Mrs. Blalock's doctor ad​vised her to return to Tsi Nan Fu for further small surgery not thought to be very serious, but this time there was the complication of infec​tion followed by pneumonia from which she passed away on February 18, 1918, Her body was laid to rest at the foot of Tai Shan beside little Alice and old Sister Crawford, there to await the trumpet sound and the shout when all the saints shall be raised incorruptible. 

Lonely and discouraged after the death of his wife T. L. Blalock returned to the United States that summer where in the beautiful mountains of North Carolina he was comforted as he visited his old father, then turning 90 years in age, and his dear mother who was nearly as old. At Bethel Hill he also visited and tried to comfort those of his dead wife's family who lived there. Afterward, for over a year of traveling and visiting churches he continually made excuses at the mention of returning to China, but at last while in Chicago and down on his knees in his hotel room he yielded and told the Lord, "Thy will be done." 

A few months later, when Mr. Blalock was preparing to visit South Carolina, he wrote ahead to a name on his list at a certain church, but unknown to him that person had passed away. However, a letter was received, in answer, from a Miss May Cornwall with an invitation to come visit that church. He noticed by the letterhead on this letter that she was an R. N., and when he visited the church he met this beautiful nurse and was soon deeply in love. After some months, several visits and much correspondence, T. L. Blalock and May Cornwall were married in June of 1920, thus beginning, as he often said, a honeymoon that lasted 26 years. 

In the fall of 1920, Eld. and Mrs. T. L. Blalock sailed for China, and with them were seven new missionaries to help in the work over there. At this time, because the term "Gospel Mis​sion" was so often used by various Pentecostal groups, they decided to call their work "The Baptist China Direct Mission" which more appropriately expressed their doctrines and prac​tices. It was still just a fellowship of Baptist missionaries, each one supported independently from home churches while living and walking by faith in God. 

Two years later, when these new missionaries had become able to use the language, T. L. Blalock and wife returned to the States to travel in the interest of the work. In June of 1923 they were at the meeting of the Middle Oregon Baptist Association in session with the Union Baptist Church near Sheridan, Oregon, and that fall they returned to China; this time taking with them five new missionaries including a young woman from Oregon. 

From 1925 to 1932 China was almost constantly in the throes of civil war. First there were the wars between the various generals or war lords, as they might have been called, then came the war between the new Nationalist Government under Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek and the armies of the generals of the north. As the Nationalist forces advanced it became evi​dent that Tai An Fu would be a place of battle. Trains had stopped running, and the only way of escape was by private trucks going to the capital city, but there was very little space on these. To give room to the other missionaries Mr. and Mrs. Blalock stayed behind in the city, while others safely reached Tsi Nan Fu and from there traveled by train to Tsingtao on the coast. Dur​ing the last few hours before the battle began, the Blalock’s were able to get a ride on a truck to the capital, some fifty miles away, where they found there were no more trains for Tsingtao, so they had to remain in that city till the fighting passed by. Fortunately, during this time the Japa​nese government had stationed a regiment or more of troops in that city for the protection of their citizens and property. These soldiers prevented the battle from coming inside the city walls in most places. 

Nine years passed before Eld. and Mrs. Blalock again came back to the States. During those years there were many problems and trials. Some of the new missionaries gave up and came home, some went over to the Board and some went into Pentecostalism that was then spreading through Shantung Province. Many of the Southern Baptist missionaries went headlong into this movement, seeking a Holy Ghost baptism and speaking in tongues. One of them, a Miss Crawford, wrote an enthusiastic book about these experiences, which she called, "The Shantung Re​vival." Of all the Baptist work in those areas only that of the Baptist China Direct Mission re​fused to have anything to do with these excesses wherein the Word of God was discarded and replaced by the claimed experiences of their much admired leaders. 

The next furlough for Eld. and Mrs. T. L. Blalock was in 1932. In June of that year they were present at the meeting of the Middle Oregon Baptist Association which met with the Bap​tist Church of Mitchell, Oregon, where Eld. W. A. Heard was then pastor. At this meeting, dur​ing a passionate appeal by Mr. Blalock for surrendered lives, his own nephew, John Blalock, surrendered to God's call and from then on began to prepare for the mission field. 

In 1937 Eld. T. L. Blalock was past 70 years of age, and much sickness over the years had left him frail in body, nevertheless that spring he was out traveling much of the time in his rick​shaw pulled by a faithful and ever helpful Christian rickshaw boy. The Chinese people have always had a great respect for the aged, and they would stop and listen to him attentively; more​over no one could touch hearts with the gospel like he could. Though Eld. W. L. Randall and the new missionaries did the harder work of tent evangelism; moving and setting up the two tents that were kept going. Yet when the meetings were near, Mr. Blalock was there to bring in his almost perfect Chinese and his soft and gentle voice a message that wrung hearts and brought many to repentance. That spring and for several more years he continued to make some distant trips by rickshaw to mission stations at which he would stay overnight, but it was be​coming very difficult for him to get a good night's sleep on the hard brick beds that were the best accommodations to be had in those places. 

Mrs. Blalock did not usually travel with her husband on these country trips but busied her​self in the women's and children's work of the Tai An Fu church. She was also on call to assist in the local hospital, the only dispenser of occidental style medication and care in that area. This hospital was owned and operated by the Methodist Mission, but the English (Anglican) Mission supplied the foreign doctor. There was usually a fully trained Chinese doctor there also, and in this somewhat cooperative endeavor Mrs. Blalock represented the Baptists. In the work with women and children, where she was everywhere loved, Mrs. Blalock earned the affectionate title of "Nainai" meaning Grandma, so as Nainai she was known everywhere by both young and old. 

In 1937 war began between China and Japan. Fighting broke out not far from Peking on July 7, and soon the Japanese armies began taking over north and central China, advancing from both the north through Tientsin and Peking and from the south through Shanghai and Nanking. In August, after warnings were received from the American Consul, Mr. and Mrs. Blalock and the rest of the mission at Tat An Fu left for Tsingtao, where the protection of the United States was represented by two cruisers and a few marines. From the time of the Boxer Rebellion in 1900 till 1937 the U.S. had continually maintained a full regiment of the Army in China, where they were stationed in Tientsin. With the beginning of this war they were all brought home to keep from getting involved. 

The Japanese took Tsingtao in January, 1938, without any fighting at all.  By spring they were in control of the railway line from Tsingtao to Tsi Nan Fu as well as the line from Peking and Tientsin to Shanghai. Before long some of the mission were able to return to Tai An Fu, where they found much destruction. Later, in August, Eld. and Mrs. Blalock returned to their home in Tai An, there to receive a very joyful welcome by the remaining church members and workers. 

With the Lord so wonderfully blessing the work, Eld. T. L. Blalock was now able to realize his dream of a Bible school to train the young men who felt called to preach. Classes began in the Tai An church in the spring of 1939 with Eld. T.L. Blalock, Pastor Sung and Pastor Tu as teachers. That fall a two story building was constructed in the church compound with dormito​ries on the second floor and two classrooms below. Mr. Chien was added as a teacher of Chi​nese writing, grammar, etc., and John Blalock began assisting in the teaching. There were now fifteen students in the school preparing for the ministry. 

Having completed another seven years on the mission field, in the spring of 1940 Eld. and Mrs. T. L. Blalock returned to the United States for a well-deserved rest and furlough. 

Eld. and Mrs. T. L. Blalock were never able to return to China, though that was their heart's desire. Mr. Blalock was 80 years old in 1945, well past retirement age; however, he still did some traveling, preaching, teaching and writing on the great truths of the Lordship of Christ, His faithfulness in His word and to those who trust Him. He was also speaking and writing much on the Second Coming of his Savior while longing for that day to come. 

It was during this period at home that Eld. T. L. Blalock suffered probably the most painful experiences of his life, when he had to bear the lying attacks of those who hated his independ​ent stand For his long experience and the influence that he carried T. L. Blalock would have been welcomed by the Southern Baptist Board at any time, if he had ever wished to go that way.  But, rather, he remained faithful to his own beliefs that missionaries be supported by a local independent Baptist church.

In 1945 a respected leader and teacher of the American Baptist Association group printed in his paper this charge: "When T. L. Blalock was in China, it made no difference to whom you sent your money, it all went into his pocket, and he divided it out to the others as he saw fit." Actually nothing could be farther from the truth, for in China every one of the missionaries re​ceived his own support direct by mail from his supporting churches, and T. L. Blalock and wife would often divide their own meager receipts with those who they feared were not receiving enough. 

In April, 1946, John and Mary Blalock, who had just been married in Ohio, came to North Carolina on their honeymoon and spent several days with "Uncle Tom and Aunt May" in Statesville. After a trip to visit the relatives in the old Blalock home in Mitchell County they returned to Statesville to say goodbye before traveling west, but that very night dear, sweet "Nainai," who had so joyfully welcomed them, fell asleep and could not be awakened. A few days later her body was laid to rest in her own family's cemetery in South Carolina, and T. L. Blalock was left alone. 

The only member of the Baptist China Direct Mission who was able to spend any length of time in China after the war was Miss Leola Woodley, who returned to Tsingtao and there worked with the Tsangkow church until the Communists came in. Being forced to leave, she went to Manila where she worked among both Chinese and Philippinos. In 1951 she returned to the states, and in 1952 when visiting in North Carolina Eld. T. L. Blalock asked her to become his wife. Knowing full well the responsibilities she was taking upon herself Miss Woodley ac​cepted, and they were married on June 24th, 1952. Mr. Blalock was now 86 years old, and his memory was slightly impaired. 

Six years later T. L. Blalock's memory had almost totally failed him. He no longer recog​nized even his closest friends, though talking in low whispers of long gone experiences and sights. Sister Leola faithfully looked after him as long as strength would permit; then saw to his care in a nursing home while she taught school to help pay his expenses there. During his life he had never accumulated any great wealth, only a small house in Statesville. In his last days, however, several churches and friends continued to help with his needs. At last, life left his old body on September 24th, 1960, 16 days before his 95th birthday. He was laid to rest near his father and mother in the beautiful church cemetery at Ledger, Mitchell County, North Carolina.

adapted from: T. L. Blalock, China Missionary, by John R. Blalock, nephew.
John Wayne Overall (31)
Corresponding Secretary, 1925-1927

John W. Overall was elected as Assistant to the Corresponding Secretary on Jan. 24, 1925. Upon the death of Bro. Ben J. Smith in August, he assumed the office. 

After Corresponding Secretary, J. W. Overall, “Put the subject of our Foreign Mis​sion work before the Committee,” a motion prevailed for a joint meeting of the Foreign Mission Committee of the BMA and the ABA concerning, “the matter of working out the details of transferring the Portugal mission work to the ABA.” Apparently the transfer was completed by the 1928 meeting in Oklahoma City because Bro. Moore reported in 1928, “The American Baptist Association has, in the providence of God two of the great​est and most promising mission fields in the world. These are Portugal and Brazil.”
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J. W. (John Wayne) Overall was born in Bardwell, (Ellis County) TX 19 October 1892, the son of J. B. B. and Frances Overall. He was saved in 1905 and bap​tized into the fellowship of Britten Baptist Church by W. Z. Co1rbin in 1906. He was ordained by the Blooming Grove church in Texas, February 29, 1920. 
He was educated in the public schools of Ellis and Coke counties, Southwest Texas State Teachers College and Baylor University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1921. He also attended the University of Texas at Austin, and Texas Christian University in conjunction with the Boston School of Expression. He received his Master of Education degree from Texas A. & M. University and was awarded the Doc​torate of Laws degree from Sheridan College in Arkansas.

He was married to Frances McElroy on 2 September 1914 at Center Point, TX. To this union two children were born: John Wayne, Jr. (Dec. 10,1921) and Mary Frances (July 16, 1929). 

He taught in the public schools of western Texas from 1911-1917 when not a stu​dent in college. He served as a private during World War I and spent about thirteen months, over half of which was in France. 

Bro. Overall resigned as Corresponding Secretary sometime in 1927 to become President of the Missionary Bap​tist College in Sheridan. He remained with the college until it was closed after the spring semester of 1934. He then became superintendent of Prattsville (AR) Consolidated Schools (1934-1936). 

After that he was elected as President of Jacksonville Baptist College on June 9, 1937. He wrote regular reports about the college and its work for The American Bap​tist, including one in the spring of 1941. Then the August 23, 1941 edition printed an article by T. B. Prescott, who was dean of Jacksonville College. In reporting on the fac​ulty for the fall semester he listed C. R. Meadows as President and Professor of Homiletics and Evangelism. He also stated that Bro. Meadows, who was educated in Jacksonville Col​lege, “will continue as Pastor of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, while serving the college in the above named capacity.” In the biographical sketch on Bro. Meadows, it was stated that he did not draw a salary for his work as President. 
He taught in the physics department at Texas A. & M. University (1943-1957), and at Mary Hardin-Baylor College (1957-1964) where he was assistant professor of physics and educational psychology.

He was a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the American Institute of Physics, the American Association of Physics Teachers, the Ameri​can Association of University Professors, the National Geographical Society, the Texas Association of College Teachers, the Texas Academy of Science, and the Texas Associa​tion of Physics Teachers. Doctor Overall was also included in "Who's Who in American Education," "Leaders in Education," and the "Biographical Encyclopedia of the World."

He served as pastor of the following churches in Texas: Blooming Grove, Fairfield, Oakwood, and Buffalo, and the following churches in Arkansas: Oak Grove, Leola, Bethlehem, Keo, Sparkman, Macedonia and Landmark. 
Dr. Overall continued to preach as long as his health permitted. He passed away 23 January 1964. Funeral services were conducted in First Baptist Church, Bryan, TX. Brother Overall was a fine Christian gentleman, and had a host of friends, both in Texas and Arkansas.
(This information was taken from "Brown's Memorial Sketch Book" by James L. Brown, Copyright, 1937, p. 253-254; the Baptist Progress 1 July 1922; Mary Hardin-Baylor Newspaper dated 1 Feb​ruary 1964; and a letter to President Crank from Mary Francis Cariker dated 21 February 1990).
John Thomas Moore (32)
Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer, 1927-1931
President, 1932-1934
Eld. Van Dyke Todd was selected to succeed Bro. Overall. However, at the April 6, 1927 meeting of the Missionary Committee, he declined the position; whereupon, the committee chose Eld. J. T. Moore as Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer. Because of responsibilities in Oregon, it was actually June 30 before he arrived in Texarkana.
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 In the 1928 report Bro. Moore wrote, “The American Baptist Association was founded largely for the uniting of our churches in Foreign Mission Work…”

In his 1929 report Bro. Moore wrote, “However, viewing the present situation and conditions of our Baptist Zion, we believe that our interstate missionaries should make their first work, that of enlisting the cooperation of the thousands of churches which are not supporting the Convention System, and in States where we have no State Asso​ciations but have a number of real Missionary Baptist churches to form them into an association… This is the first needed work to strengthen the stakes and lengthen the cords of our Association.”

J. T. Moore was born in a log cabin on August 26, 1864 in Monroe Co., MO about 7.5 miles SW of Paris, the county seat. His father, John F. Moore, was born and reared in Bath County, KY, and when he was a young man, he came to Missouri and married Ann Eliza​beth Welch. 

Bro. Moore was saved in a revival meeting at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Au​drain County, MO on August 6, 1881 and was baptized by the pastor, Eld. J. F. Smith.

In August of 1883, Bethlehem Church sent him as a messenger to the Bob-Femme Association. He had felt the call to preach before, but during that association he sur​rendered to preach the Gospel.

He was called to pastor his first church, Mt. Airy Baptist Church, in January of 1886. He was ordained by the Bethlehem Church on April 21, 1886.
 Later that year, he came to Baker City, Oregon, where he taught school and supplied a Baptist pulpit. His first pastorate in the West was the Elgin Baptist Church in 1887. 

Scanty records indicate Bro. Moore was involved in mission work in Mexico as early as 1894. The notice of his death, published in the Oct. 5, 1938 edition of The American Bap​tist, stated that Bro. Moore was a missionary in Mexico for ten years. 

At the 1907 meeting he was a messenger from the Prineville Church, Prineville, Ore​gon. 

The 1910 minutes of the General Association stated that Elder Moore, "who for some years was in charge of the work in Cuernavacca, Mexico, has during this year re​turned to Mexico, sent by Antioch Church in Little Rock, of which he was for a while [supply] pastor.

"Brother Moore located at Los Esternon, in the State of Tamaulipe last July, and is beginning his work, preaching to both Mexicans and American colonists living there... 

“While out on the direct plan, Brother Moore expresses his great appreciation for the stand we have taken for the truth.”

Although he was listed as being from Tamaulipas, Mexico, he was a messenger from the Fossil Church, Fos​sil, Oregon.  He was scheduled to preach the Introductory Sermon. 

In 1918 he was listed as being from Jacksonville, TX and was a missionary for the General Association. 

Bro. Moore led in organizing the Antioch Baptist Church in Port​land, OR about 1924. He resigned as pastor in 1927 to accept the posi​tion as Secretary-Treas​urer of Mis​sions for the Ameri​can Baptist Asso​ciation. At the 1927 meeting of the Asso​ci​a​tion, another brother was elected, who declined. Bro. Moore was chosen by the Mis​sion​ary Com​mittee. The 1928 Minutes recorded: “On account of the condition of the work on his field, Bro. Moore felt that it was best for the work on the Pacific Coast that he should remain there for a while. Hence he did not begin work as our Secretary-Treasurer until July 15th (1927), arriving in Texarkana on July 30th.” He continued as Secretary-Treas​urer of Mis​sions until 1931. 

Bro. Moore served as President of the American Baptist Associa​tion in 1932-1934. During that time he purchased the American Baptist paper, and moved it from Ken​tucky to Texarkana. This paper was started by D. B. Ray in 1876, and then was later acquired by J. N. Hall. After serv​ing as publisher and editor for 2.5 years, Bro. Moore sold the paper to D. N. Jackson, E. T. Burgess, and C. A. Gilbert, effective De​cember 26, 1934. 

Bro. Moore had previously edited the Baptist Sentinel at Dayton, Washington from 1892-1894. He resigned his last Arkansas pastorate (Oakland Church, Fayetteville) in Jan​uary, 1935 and left Texarkana on February 1, 1935 to return to Ore​gon.

He resumed the pastorate of Antioch Church in Portland in 1935. With the en​cour​agement of three local associations, he led the Antioch Church to establish the Pa​cific Coast Bible School, which opened in September, 1935, with 22 students. 

During his ministry he served in seventeen states and Mexico. He pastored churches in Missouri, Oregon, Washington, Arkansas, Okla​homa and Texas. 

At the time of his death, September 14, 1938, Bro. Moore was pas​tor of Antioch Bap​tist Church, superintendent of Pacific Coast Bible Institute and editor of the Pacific Coast Baptist, all located in Portland, OR.



Claude Riley Meadows (33)
Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer, 1936-1937
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Bro. Meadows served less than one year. Two months prior to the 1937 meeting, he accepted the call of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, TX. 

Claude Riley Meadows was born on a fifty-acre farm at New Har​mony, a com​munity near Tyler, TX. His mother and father, Marshall and Mary V. Clark meadows, had moved there from Alabama shortly before his birth on March 5, 1891. 

The Meadows family attended the Baptist church in New Harmony commu​nity. Marshall Meadows was a faithful deacon of the church. 

In August, 1907, as a sixteen year old boy, Bro. Meadows accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior. He surrendered to the ministry and was licensed to preach in April, 1910. 

On September 8, 1910 he enrolled as a freshman in Jacksonville College. He received the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1916.

In 1911 Bro. Meadows began to pastor his first church, Little Flock Baptist Church, out of Longview, TX. 

In 1914 Bro. Meadows met Eugenia Gladney. They were later mar​ried at First Bap​tist Church in Jacksonville by Dr. J. M. Newburn. 

In 1923 the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas elected Bro. Meadows to serve as Corresponding Secretary, which necessitated that his family, which now included five children, move to Dallas.

In 1926 Bro. Meadows was elected Editor of the Baptist Progress, the official state paper of the BMA of Texas. He held that position for ten years. 

In October, 1936, Bro. Meadows became Secretary-Treasurer of the Ameri​can Bap​tist Association, and the family moved to Texarkana. 

Four months later, Bro. Meadows received an invitation to become pastor of the First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, TX. After three visits and much prayer, he felt it was the will of God that he accept the pastorate. He moved his family for the last time as he began a twenty-year ministry with the church. After he resigned because of poor health, he served eight more years as Pastor Emeritus. 

While serving as pastor at Jacksonville, he devoted much of his time and energy to Jacksonville Baptist College. For eighteen years he taught many young preachers in his Homiletics classes to preach the Word of God. From 1941 until 1945 Bro. Mead​ows served, without pay, as president of the college. 

Bro. Meadows died on November 16, 1965, at seventy-three years of age. His daugh​ter, Mary Meadows Utt, wrote a biography of Bro. Meadows under the title, The Steps of a Good Man.

--adapted from Echoes from Beautiful Feet, compiled by Mrs. Edwin Peters. 

Croley Adolphus Smith (34)
Vice President, 1925, 1937 
C. A. Smith, son of G. W. Smith, was born at Cherokee, TX, February 21, 1888, and departed this life August 2, 1937 at Santa Anna Hospital, CA at age 49 years. 

He was married to Minnie Lee Knight in December, 1905. To this union six chil​dren were born. 

Bro. Smith was born the second time at Sulphur Baptist Church, Reed, OK, at the age of seventeen and was baptized into the fellowship of the church at that time.

At the age of 21, he entered the Gospel Ministry. He spent over 28 years in this work which he loved so well. He pastored churches in Oklahoma, Texas, Oregon and California. He had served as Missionary for several Baptist associations during his min​istry. He represented the cause of Christ and Baptists in over fifty public debates. 

Bro. C. A. Smith, Lookeba, OK was on Unification Committee in 1923. 

In 1924 he was messenger from Alex Church in Alex, OK. He served on the Resolu​tions and Nominating Committee and the Publications Committee

His 1924 Home Mission Report stated, “I had the care of one church for half time, and one church a part of the year for one-fourth time, so my time on the mission field has been limited. I have witnessed some 10 or 12 professions, and on November 17th I organized a small church at Garden City, KS. I worked 124 days…I visited 105 homes, made 72 public appeals to the unconverted. I attended six associational meetings, and held one debate of eight days, and preached 122 sermons.”

Bro. Smith was a Vice President in 1925 and also 1937 

In 1927 he was on the Missionary and Sunday School committees

He was named to the Sunday School Committee in 1929.

The 1930 report stated, “Eld. C. A. Smith, Bradley, OK, gave a part of his time to the mission work in Okla​homa, Texas, and Arkansas and did a good and substantial work.”
 

He was Moderator of the Baptist General Assembly of Oklahoma in 1936. He was listed as pastor of Oakdale, Lookeba, OK. 

At the 1937 session, Bro. Smith made the motion to obtain an audit of the records of the Business Manager. The record states, The resolution requesting the audit was presented by Eld. C. A. Smith of Okla​homa. The resolution suggested, “the need has arisen for a thorough investigation of the financial affairs of the Sunday School publica​tions…”
 

In 1941 he was listed as pastor of Landmark B. C. at Gerty, OK 

The last sermon he preached was before his church at Laguna Beach, CA on Sun​day, July 25. A short funeral was held at Santa Anna, CA before his body was shipped back to Chickasha, OK for the Funeral Service, conducted by Eld. M. B. Hubbard, Potosi, MO. 

T. L. Duren added this note: “Bro. C. A. Smith was a good pastor, debater and evangelist. He loved the souls of people. He especially loved young preachers and helped many get started on the right doctrinal route, myself included… He also had an astounding memory and could quote the Bible by chapters.

Two of his sons became Baptist ministers; J. Cullis and Isaac J. Isaac served as Missionary, evangelist and pastor for many years in Oklahoma, Kansas and Colorado. J. Cullis served as pastor in a number of churches.”
 

T. C. King (35)
Vice President, 1927, 1928

T. C. King was a messenger from Tabernacle Church, Purvis, MS. 

He was present in 1924 and 1925 and served on Auditing Committee

In 1925 he read the Nominations Committee report. He was also appointed to the Literature Committee. 

In 1927 he was on the Foreign Mission Committee and served as Auditor of the Lit​erature and Missionary Committees.

In 1928 he was on the Publications Committee and made the Auditor’s Report on the Publications. 

He preached the message on Wednesday evening in 1928. He brought a great message from Ephesians 3. Theme: “Height, width and depth of Christ’s love.” 

George Crawford (36)
Vice President, 1927, 1928

In 1925 he was appointed to the committee on Romanism

In 1928 he was listed as pastor of Oakdale, Lookeba, OK. 

He was on the Sunday School Committee in 1927-1928. 

In 1914 he was Moderator of the Cedar Creek Association. He was a Missionary for this association in 1922. He reported 50 days work with 30 sermons with 17 baptized. He continued as a Missionary for this association in 1946-1952. In 1951 he reported 148 days labored, 112 sermons, 4 meetings held, one eight-day Bible school taught, 14 con​verts, 10 baptisms, and helping to organize one church in Hobart.

From 1937 until 1940 he was Moderator of the Baptist General Assembly of Okla​homa. He was a state missionary in 1926-1929.
In 1941 he was listed as pastor of Landmark B. C. at Gerty, OK.
Following is biographical sketch on Ben Crawford, one of his sons which gives more information on George Crawford:

Benjamin Franklin Crawford was born March 15, 1910, to George W. and Susie Crawford in Ardmore, OK. Bro. Benjamin Crawford was “born again” at the age of thir​teen, July 12, 1923. G.W. Crawford, his dad, baptized him upon the authority of Dill City Mis​sionary Baptist Church.
His family moved to Oklahoma City, OK, in 1926. It was here that he preached his first message at age 17. In 1930, he married Anne Hill who became a devoted wife and life-long companion to brother Ben and his ministry. 

Having fully surrendered to preach the Gospel, Bro. Ben moved his family to MO, where he started a Mission in the Mason schoolhouse in Grain Valley, MO. Thirty-five precious souls were saved. His Dad, G.W. Crawford, Eld. Roberts, an Interstate Mission​ary, and Eld. Harold Johnson came to Grain Valley and there organized a Missionary Baptist Church. 

Upon organization, Bro. Ben administered baptism to the thirty-five candidates by the authority of this newly organized church. This church, the Mason Missionary Bap​tist Church, later sent Brother Ben to the Missionary Baptist Institute in Little Rock, AR, where such men as Louis Guthrie, Conrad Glover, and Ben Bogard had a profound effect upon him and his ministry.

--1991 Minutes of the Sacramento Valley MB Association, pp. 4-5
Louis Gilbert Varnado  (37)
Vice President, 1929, 1930
L. G. VARNADO 1874 - 1967 Brother L. G. Varnado, grandson of the legendary William Henry Varnado, was licensed to preach in 1893. He was actively engaged in the work of the ministry for 74 years. No other man in this area, and perhaps few from any​where in our times has lived to be actively engaged in the ministry for so many years. During those years he pastored churches in Mississippi, Alabama and Florida. Recog​nized as an outstanding expositor of the Scriptures, he was an interstate missionary for a number of years for the churches of the American Baptist Association. He was a mem​ber of the College Heights Baptist Church in Poplarville at the time of his death. Brother Varnado helped to organize our church in 1928. He, his wife Elizabeth and their chil​dren lived in our community for several years in a house he built across from the present parsonage. Brother Varnado and his wife both taught school in Leetown.

In 1928 he was listed as pastor of Mt. Nebo, Bay Springs, MS and Mt. Vernon, Louin, MS, both represented by letter. He was listed as pastor of Bethel Church at Wig​gins, Shady Grove at Laurel and Union at Bay Springs. He was on the Sunday School Committee in 1928. 
In 1929 he was Pastor of Shady Grove, Laurel, MS. His address at the time was Bay Springs.  He was on the Sunday School and Missionary Committees in 1930 and was chair​man of the Interstate Mission Committee.  He was listed as pastor of Bethel Church at Wiggins, Shady Grove at Laurel and Union at Bay Springs.
  In a 1930 Mission report the following was reported of Bro. Varnado.

 “…beginning in November, has given some time to the work in Mississippi and Louisiana. He has visited numbers of churches that were not co-oper​ating with this association and presented our Bible principles and New Testament plan of co-operation so clearly that he won them to the truth, and, aroused them that several churches are representing at the annual meeting that have not heretofore co-operated. He has done a great constructive work during the short time he has been on the field as our missionary.” He was re-elected as an Interstate Missionary. 

He was listed as an Interstate Missionary, Poplarville, MS, in 1939.

In 1941-1942 he was listed as pastor of Enon Church and Station Creek Church in Poplarville. 

He was elected as a Vice-President again in 1941 and was listed as an Interstate Missionary.

His 1941 Missionary Report stated, “I find much of the State of Georgia is lying waste, only a few churches co-operating with us, even some of them that did in the life​time of Brother Scarboro, has either gone to Norisism or to gospel missions. Then in the State of Alabama, if I correctly enumerated there is (sic.) only fourteen churches, that hold to our faith and practice. I found in this state,..seventy-two independent churches that know nothing of our work. Some of these were strong in number, and seemed to be devoted to the Lord, these are lost material to the mission cause and could be reached by spending enough time with them. The great task of the missionary is to convince them that they are not becoming entangled with another machine.”

 In 1946 he was pastor of the Enon Church at Columbia, MS

Joseph Addison Scarboro (38)
President, 1930

J. A. Scarboro was born August 8, 1857 and departed this life Feb​ruary 25, 1932. His ministerial career began in 1876 when he was ordained by Poplar Springs Bap​tist Church, Summit, GA. 
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Bro. Scarboro was self-educated and became a mental giant. He was unequaled as a Theolo​gian.  As a public speaker few equaled him and with vigor, almost amounting to genius, he used his abilities in champi​oning righteous causes. He was unafraid to chal​lenge anything he believed was wrong.  

Among non-ABA Baptists J. A. Scarboro is best known as author of The Bible, The Baptists and The Board System, which was published in 1904. At that time he was listed as Office Editor of The American Baptist Flag, the paper edited by Eld. J. N. Hall of Fulton, KY. 

J. A. Scarboro was listed in the first meeting of the General Asso​ciation in March, 1905 along with J. N. Hall, both as visitors from Ful​ton, Kentucky. At the No​vember, 1905 meeting both were listed as mes​sengers. Bro. Scarboro was a messenger from the Poplar Springs Church, Summit, GA. 

J. A. Scarboro and W. M. Barker were members of the Committee on Statement of Principles, which was chaired by J. N. Hall. The minutes state they spent 18 hours in preparing the Statement of Principles. 

It was from J. A. Scarboro's notes that the last sermon of J. N. Hall, preached at the November, 1905 meeting, was recorded and included in the Memoirs of Eld. J. N. Hall. Bro. Scarboro was also appointed to the Information and Finance Committee, and as a "home evangelist to labor wherever God in His Prov​idence calls them."
At the 1906 meeting Bro. Scarboro was appointed to the impor​tant "Committee on Order of Business." He was continued on the Infor​mation and Finance Committee and gave an extensive report. Scarboro and Barker prepared and gave the "Report on Missions." 

Bro. Scarboro was again a messenger from Poplar Springs Church, Summit, GA. His mis​sion report stated he was missionary for Poplar Springs, Glenville and Poplar Head Churches. He related he had labored in Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Ken​tucky, Tennessee, North Carolina and South Carolina. He stated, "The work has con​sisted mainly in visiting churches and communities and associations, by request, and preaching the dis​tinctive doctrines of Baptists, and speak​ing, lecturing and preaching on the history, doc​trines and Bible methods in mission work” (sic). 

At the 1907 meeting he preached on the subject of "Missions," and also brought a devotional. He was endorsed as a missionary. Bro. Scar​boro and E.H.C. Kenner gave a 2.5 page report on Mission Methods, which expressed, "Objection to the Convention Board Sys​tem of Conducting Mission Work." In his missionary report he estimated he wrote 600 let​ters and 200 columns for the press. 

He was continued as a missionary in 1909, again as a messenger of the Poplar Spring Church, Garfield, GA. He also reported offerings from Glenville Church, Glenville; Poplar Head Church, and Elan Church, Garfield.

By 1909 he was pastor in Magnolia, AR, and was Treasurer and Assistant Clerk of the Association, and also served on the Missionary Committee and read the Home Missions report. The General Association met with First Baptist Church, Magno​lia in 1909. 

In 1910 Bro. Scarboro was pastor of First Baptist in Magnolia. He was Clerk and Treasurer. He preached during the Wednesday Morning session from John 17:20-23, and he read the State Missions report. 

In 1911 he was still pastor at Magnolia, which was one of the few full-time churches in the state. The pastor's salary was $900 per year. At the Associational meet​ing he was on the Executive Committee and the Committee on Home and Foreign Mis​sions.  

He was still pastor in 1912, and he also served on the Committee on Foreign Mis​sions. In 1913 he preached at 11 AM at the Baptist Church, and gave a report on "Roman​ism." 

In 1913-1914 he was still located in Magnolia, but was not listed as pastor of the Magnolia church. Bro. Scarboro was on the Missionary Committee, but had just re​signed as Treasurer. He made a report on "Romanism."  

Bro. Scarboro was not mentioned in 1917 and 1918. He was pre​sent in 1919, and was also listed as a missionary. 

In 1920 he was listed as a "home missionary" from Summit, Geor​gia, again as a mes​senger from Poplar Springs Church. He made a short talk expressing his appreci​ation for being in this session of the General Association. He served on the Romanism and Home Mission committees.

Bro. Scarboro led in organization of the Florida State Associa​tion in 1920. In 1924 he served as associate editor of the Bible Baptist, our paper in Florida. In 1924 he was also serving as State Missionary of the Florida State Association, and was in Georgia trying to lead in forming a State Asso​ciation there.  

 In 1923 and 1924 Bro. Scarboro was listed as a "Home Mission​ary" from Plant City, Florida. He was also on the Sunday School Com​mittee in 1923. 

At the 1925 session Bro. Scarboro preached the annual sermon from the sub​ject, "The Dynamic Gospel." He was elected as an Inter-State Missionary for Georgia, Ala​bama and Mississippi. 

His funeral services were held at Popular Springs Church, Sum​mit, GA, the place of his birth. A Baptist and Commoner article stated, "He was laid to rest in the exact spot where he stood 56 years ago as he delivered his first sermon."

Dr. Ben M. Bogard wrote the following tribute under the title, "A Leader Who Refused to Be Called a Leader:”

  Eld. Joe A. Scarboro was a leader in thought--a teacher that was sur​passed by very few if any. A great man. But he became so disgusted with so-called leadership that he wrote strong articles against all leadership. He seemed not to realize that he was himself a great leader. He led by teaching, by influence, by exam​ple. 

The Antioch Church, Little Rock, last Sunday night, had a short memorial service of this great man. He was supply pastor while I was on my first tour of the Pa​cific Coast. The church remembers him with admi​ration and love. Those of us who are left behind should redouble our dili​gence to make up for this great loss."

In 1916 J. A. Scarboro set forth an editorial in the Baptist and Commoner enti​tled, "The Difference Betwixt the General Association and the Convention." Scar​boro's editorial began, "In the General Associ​ation the messengers come directly from the churches, no messengers from societies, associations or state associations or con​ven​tions and no such thing as money basis."

Lewis Samuel Ballard (39)
President, 1931

L. S. Ballard was born in Cabool, MO, October 23, 1881. His father was Francis Marion Ballard, born in Tennessee, a veteran of the Civil War. He came to Mis​souri as a youth, and married Susan Waggoner, a native of Illinois. The family later moved to Arkansas.
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Bro. Ballard was raised in a Christian home and was saved at an early age. At the age of eighteen he felt the call to preach. His first preach​ing was to Baptist churches in the small northern Arkansas communi​ties of Wild Cherry, Calico Rock, and Mel​bourne. 

Bro. Ballard was ordained to the ministry in 1900. He attended the Baptist Col​lege at Mountain Home, Ark. He became a good scholar, with command of the original Greek and Hebrew, a correct grammarian, outstanding orator, and a debater who did indeed rightly divide the Word. He eventually earned the B. A. degree from the Univer​sity of Arkansas, and in 1929 was also honored with a doctorate.

His Arkansas pastorates included First Baptist, Mountain Home; First Baptist, Springdale; Central Baptist, Little Rock; First Baptist, Magnolia, and a church at Gur​don. 

He was pastor in Magnolia in 1914 and 1915. He preached the Annual Sermon at the General Association in 1915, from I Cor. 15:3. He served on the Committee on Order of Busi​ness. He was re-elected clerk of the General Association.

He moved to Texas in 1916 and pastored the Baptist churches at Goree and Bomarton in the north central counties of Knox and Baylor. In 1917 he moved to Dallas and organized the South Harwood Street Church, forerunner of the Missionary Baptist Church on Buckner Blvd.  This was the church Dr. Vernon L. Barr pastored for 32 years, now the New Heights Baptist Church.

Next, he pastored the Mt. Calvary Baptist Church of Richardson from 1917 to 1929. Then he went to First Baptist Church at Ennis. Returning to the Dallas area he served as pastor of First Baptist Church of Trin​ity Heights. Later he organized the Trinity Temple Baptist Church, which he pastored for eleven years. 

In 1923 he was one of three editors of the Sunday School and Young People's work. The other editors were J.M. Newburn, Jacksonville, and D. N. Jackson. He was also on the Sunday School Committee.

At the organizational meeting of the ABA in 1924, Bro. Ballard was a messenger from Mt. Calvary Church in Richardson, TX. He served on the Nominating Committee, probably as chairman, and was elected to the Missionary Committee. 

Bro. Ballard preached the Annual Sermon in 1929 and was President of the Ameri​can Baptist Associa​tion in 1931. 

Bro. J. W. Griffith explained:

Bro. Ballard's strict contention for Bible precept and example led to his departure from the fellowship of the American Baptist Associa​tion inso​far as actual participation is con​cerned. He felt that the Association deprived the churches of a part of their Christ authorized independency under Him. For a num​ber of years he found his closest fellowship with brethren of the Orthodox Baptist Fel​lowship, and for many years was lecturer and teacher in their Semi​nary at Ardmore, Okla."
He also authored several books, including Election Made Plain, The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit, Baptist Church Perpetuity, Notes on the Book of Ezekiel, Ballard-Borden Debate, and Fuqua-Ballard Debate. 

Bro. Ballard retired to Hot Springs, AR., where he died January 12, 1962. His funeral was conducted from Trinity Temple Church and his body laid to rest in Mt. Cal​vary Cemetery, in Dallas.

According to C. N. Glover, Ballard married a sister of W. E. and J. E. Sherrill. Bro. Glover reported that Bro. Ballard left the associated work as a result of the Asso​ciation's tabling a resolution that Ballard intro​duced at the 1942 ABA meeting in Bogalusa. 

Bro. Glover wrote, "Bro. Ballard took this an insult... However, in the annals of the history of the American Baptist Association, the mem​ory of this great man will lin​ger on and on. He had conviction. He was a stickler for his convictions."
 

William A. Gilbert (40)
Secretary – Treasurer of Missions, 1931-1938
Eld. William A. “Wid.” Gilbert, Baptist pastor, foreign missionary, and Corre​spond​ing Secretary and Treasurer of Missions for the American Baptist Associa​tion from 1931-1938, was born May 4, 1898 in Tishomingo County, MS, son of Eld. Carrol A. and Oda Eugenia Gilbert. He served in the U. S. Army during World War I and in 1920 was living in Corpus Christie, TX where he was working as an edi​tor for a local newspa​per. Shortly afterwards he married Lillian and they became the parents of one son, William A. “Sonny Boy” Gilbert.
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 This seems to be about the time he began his career as a Baptist minister. By 1927 he began taking a part in the work of the American Baptist Association, of which his father was long time Business Manager and Editor. He served as recording secretary of the A. B. A. from 1929 until 1932 and then Secretary–Treasurer for Missions from 1931 – 1938. In 1930 he was pastor of the West Race Street Missionary Baptist Church in Searcy, AR. 

 In 1936 Bro. Gilbert announced his “call” to go to Brazil as a for​eign mis​sionary to take over the work of Eld. D. L. Hamilton, who had had a very long and suc​cessful ministry there. However, according to a 1945 press account published in Lit​tle Rock, AR, Gilbert’s work in that country was largely a fail​ure with many of the churches going into the work of the Brazil Baptist Conven​tion. Within a short while, Gilbert and his family were forced to return to the U. S. due to the ill health of his wife and son. It does not appear that he returned to the foreign mis​sion field. 

In 1941 he was pastoring in Columbia County, AR and served that year as the Moderator of the Columbia Baptist Association. Evidently his work here was of short duration. No additional information has surfaced on him except he seems to have died in January of 1982 in Okeene, OK 
 

Sources:

“Wid Gilbert”, Society Security Death Index

1920 and 1930 U. S. Census Records

Temple Trumpet, Little Rock, AR, November 7, 1945, p. 16, col. 2 – 4.

Minutes of the Annual Sessions of the American Baptist Association 1927-1941.

 
 -- researched and written by Russell P. Baker 2011
Willis Howard Hodges  (41)
Vice President, 1931, 1933

W. H. Hodges was born in 1885 at Ratliff, in Itawamba County, MS. He was born again in 1902, licensed to preach in 1912, and was ordained to the gospel ministry by Ratliff Baptist Church in the same county on 30 May 1915. He taught in the public schools for four years in Mississippi, and received a lifetime teacher's certifi​cate. After obtaining a Bachelor of Arts degree from Jacksonville College in 1918, he accepted the pastorate of the Leggett Baptist Church, Polk County, TX and later served on the mis​sion field.
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He was married to Nina B. Chancellor, Mills County, TX on 18 February 1919. The Reverend George C. Henry performed the wedding services. Two children were born to that union, a daughter, Oretus and a son, W. H. Jr. He taught in the Missionary Baptist College, Sheridan, AR in 1920 and served as pastor of Belfast Church in Arkan​sas. Later he became an inter-state missionary for the General Association in Texar​kana. He then accepted the pastorate of Calvary Baptist Church, Kirbyville. Sometime later he became pastor of the Missionary Baptist Church, Wewoka, OK for twelve and one-half years. He and his family then moved back to Texas where he pastored Har​mony Baptist Church, Normangee. Then for nearly seventeen years he was teacher at Jacksonville College until his retirement. While teaching in Jacksonville College, Brother Hedges pastored Ebenezer, Huntsville; Clayton, Carthage; Shady Grove, Car​thage; First, Beckville; Ramah, Tenaha; Sardis; New Harmony, Tyler; Mt. Selman; Antioch; Ward Prairie, Fairfield; and Glenfawn.

His education consisted of a Bachelor of Arts degree (1918), Jacksonville College, and a master's degree (1947) from Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches. Hodges was chairman of the education department at Jacksonville College for over six​teen years and served the college one year as dean; for eight years he was the writer of the Intermediate Training Service Quarterly and served as staff writer for the American Baptist. He retired from the classroom in 1958 and from pastoral work in 1963.

During his sixty-three years in the ministry, Brother Hodges pastored twenty-three churches in Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. He conducted revivals in Alabama, Lou​isiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas. He held many important committee and other associational responsibilities through his eventful life of service for the Lord.

Brother Hodges passed away on Friday, 19 October 1978 in Collinsville, OK at the age of ninety-two. His funeral was conducted at First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, TX on Monday, 23 October with brethren S. T. Sullivan, Curtis Carroll, James Blaylock, and J. Howard Hodges officiating. Burial was in the Resthaven Cemetery, Jacksonville.

President Carroll wrote of Brother Hodges, "(he) came to Jacksonville College dur​ing one of the most difficult periods of the school. His sacrificial service and dedica​tion to the college contributed greatly to the college being what it is today. As a student (in 1946 - 1947)...1 learned to love Brother Hodges. He was a man and a minister  whose conduct was such that many of us aspired to follow in his steps.
“His kind, sweet, and gentle spirit along with quiet dignity added stature to Jacksonville College. Return​ing to the college as president in 1961 I found Brother Hodges, although retired from the college, to still be a valuable counselor and friend. All of us who love Jackson​ville College will be eternally grateful for what this great man meant to Jacksonville College" (Baptist Progress 15 November 1979).

John W. Gregson, Centennial History of Jacksonville College, p. 85.

(Information taken from the Baptist Progress, 5 June 1958,6 March 1969, and 8 and 15 November 1978).

C. A. Gilbert (20)
Audit Controversy
The biographical sketch for Bro. Gilbert is in the section on the General Associa​tion. He became Business Manager in December of 1918 following the death of Bro. M. P. Matheny, founding business manager of the Baptist Sunday School Com​mit​tee of the old General Association of the U. S., now the American Baptist Association (A. B. A.), Bro. Gilbert began a twenty-year career as his suc​cessor.

Bro. Gilbert’s performance as Business Manager was called into question by Dr. Ben M. Bogard. It is true that the “Great Depression” was having its effect on all busi​ness operations in the country. However, Dr. Bogard was convinced that the business was not being properly managed. As a result of his investigations, a resolution was pre​sented in the 1937 session which stated, 

"…the need has arisen for a thorough investigation of the financial affairs of the Sun​day School publica​tions...

That all may be done in fairness and impartiality toward our brother, we recom​mend the following:

1. That an audit be made of the business for the past three years.

2. That this audit be made by an auditing firm, such as is used by banks and trust companies.

3. That this audit be begun at once.

A motion passed to defer action on the report of the Business Man​ager until the audit was completed. The report of the Business Manager in the 1937 minutes showed a list of receipts and a list of disbursements. 
When the auditors went to the office in Texarkana to make the audit, they were unable to issue an official opinion of the status of the business due to the fact that lit​erature orders received before June, 1936 had been destroyed, and other records were incomplete. Therefore, the auditors made a review of the books and available records, then made numerous recommendations  and observa​tions:

All orders prior to the third quarter of 1936, had been destroyed we were informed. The records with respect to cash receipts were inade​quate as only the total of each day's receipts entered without any refer​ence as to the source. The record with respect to dis​bursements made from cash on hand in the office were incomplete and such disbursements could not be accounted for."

Numerous checks were written to cash and classified as traveling expense, postage, office expense, etc., for which no receipts, invoices, etc. were submitted.

As previously stated the cash receipts records were incomplete as were the other records relating thereto, which made it impossible to determine whether all receipts had been recorded and properly accounted for. No adequate record was maintained by the Busi​ness Manager in con​nection with the printing and distribu​tion of Sunday School Lit​era​ture. The printers statements on file for the three quarters ended Febru​ary 28, 1937, indi​cated the number of copies of each publica​tion printed, however, no record was kept show​ing the number of copies sold, given away or destroyed."

The report also called attention to the fact that 96,500 units were printed for the First quarter of 1937; 77,824 were mailed, leaving an excess of 18,676. That compared with 99,500 units printed for the fourth quarter of 1936, with 95,157 units mailed and an excess of 4,343. The report on the publications business after Bro. Cobb became Business Manager indicates that in several instances during his first two years the demand exceeded the sup​ply. 

The auditors continued: 

It should be noted that the above indicates a large decrease in the number of units mailed for the first quarter in 1937."

The original orders for literature on file in the office reflect a greater amount of rev​e​nue than was shown by the cash records.

We were informed that all post office money orders received were cashed and the proceeds deposited to avoid the bank's handling charge on such items.

Numerous disbursements were apparently made in currency and many checks were issued payable to cash in round amounts for traveling expenses, etc.

We urgently recommend the immediate adoption of an adequate accounting system and procedure whereby the records will be self-explanatory and readily adaptable to com​plete audit."

All checks should be drawn in the name of the proper payee and not to cash.

All disbursements should be supported by invoice, receipt, or other data and same should be permanently filed for future reference.

Advances for traveling expense should be charged to the individ​ual's account and latter credited with the exact amount of expense incurred as evi​denced by detail expense report each week or at least each month. 

The business manager should furnish the committee statements of assets and lia​bili​ties, and receipts and disbursements each month."

It should be noted that the auditing firm made no effort to issue the usual letter con​firming their examination and their opinion that the records ade​quately reflected the true financial condition of the business. To put it bluntly, they made an examination of the records, but they were unable to audit the books because of the inadequacies they observed.
 

The Sunday School Committee held a meeting on May 20, 1937. By a vote, it exon​er​ated the Business Manager of any wrong doing. It was unfortunate that the Sun​day School Committee, and consequently the messengers, failed to understand what the auditing firm was indicating about the inadequacies of the records.  

In the May 19, 1937 issue of The American Baptist, Dr. D. N. Jack​son reported,

Dr. C. A. Gilbert for nineteen years Business Manager of the Sun​day School Com​mittee of the American Baptist Association was exoner​ated of the charge cir​culated against him at the March Association meet​ing that he had misappropriated funds belonging to the Committee."

The Findings as Unanimously Adopted by the Committee were as follows:

After thoroughly and prayerfully examining said report and since the records were inadequate, as stated by the auditor's report, we do not have any reli​able information that funds of the Baptist Sunday School Committee have been embezzled; therefore we recom​mend:

1. That all rumors to this effect be stopped at once.

2. That we commend the Business Manager, Dr. C. A. Gilbert, to the full con​fidence of the brotherhood.

3. That the Business Manager's report as rendered at the March ses​sion of the Ameri​can Baptist Association at Little Rock, Arkansas, be approved, except the sum of $622.48 which the auditor says is irregular in the Business Manager's report, which amount he agrees to be charged against himself; this amount the Business Manager says, includes postage stamps of which no record was kept.

4. That we urge the fullest cooperation on the part of our churches in all the states in the publishing of the Sunday school and young peo​ple's lit​erature and other publishing interests of the Committee."

In reporting on "Findings of the Audit," Dr. Duggar noted, 

Although the CPA audi​tors made a thorough check of the books, no proof of guilt was ever found. Rather, Dr. Gilbert was exonerated by both the auditors and by the Sun​day School Committee after they had looked at the audit report. Dr. Gilbert was declared innocent of any wrong doing and not chargeable of any guilt." 

Dr. Duggar continued:
 It is true that the auditors found that some of the records were missing and they could not audit those, but neither did they present any evidence of Dr. Gilbert's willful mishandling of any funds. They did rec​ommend better bookkeep​ing proce​dures for the busi​ness, and these were later put into effect."

First, we should note that an audit by a CPA firm is intended to test the account​ing procedures and records for their adequacy and accu​racy, not to determine inno​cence or guilt. As indi​cated by their report, they were not able to give an accurate assessment of the financial con​di​tion of the business because of the inadequacies of the records, and they so stated. Although the auditors did not present evidence of the mis​han​dling of funds, they specifi​cally cited instances in which checks had been made out to "cash" and in "round figures," which was their way of indi​cating the accounting pro​cedures were not adequate, to say the least.
 
The Committee then recommended that the recommendations made by the Audit​ing firm be implemented, including that the Business Man​ager furnish the clerk of the Commit​tee with a quarterly report. 

However, based on Bro. Cobb's first report as Business Manager, an ade​quate sys​tem of records was not developed until A. L. Patterson became Book​keeper in June of 1938.  Bro. Cobb reported, “Brother Patter​son is an efficient bookkeeper, as the business report will show... We now have a good system of bookkeeping, and one can be shown the exact stand​ing of the business in a short time, and on short notice."

It also may be observed that the business reported a net profit of $8,571.41 dur​ing the first year Dr. Cobb was Business Manager.
 How​ever, Dr. Duggar attrib​uted the recov​ery of the business to the improved economic conditions that accompanied World War II, which began late in 1941.

Dr. Ben M. Bogard was correctly convinced the Sunday School Committee had acted improperly in response to the report of the audi​tors. The con​cept of "exoneration" in the face of the cited accounting inad​e​quacies and also the missing records caused Dr. Bogard to make an offi​cial protest of the actions of the Sunday School Committee. Fur​ther, it should also be noted that no effort was made to explain the missing records.
In the 1938 meeting, sometimes referred to as the "Battle of Knox​ville", Dr. Ben M. Bogard offered the following resolution, "Resolved that the Secretary-Treasurer (J. E. Cobb) shall be Business Manager of the Sunday School Commit​tee." This motion car​ried. Thus, Eld. C. A. Gilbert's tenure as Business Manager was ended. 

When consideration was given to Bro. Cobb's election to the com​bined position, opposition was voiced because of his previous declara​tions opposing fellowship with Dr. Bogard and Antioch Church. In the discussion, Bro. Bogard "called Brother Cobb to the platform and before the whole congregation demanded that this point be settled." After Bro. Cobb "declared that he had been misunderstood, that he never intended to declare non-fellowship for anybody," then Bro. Bogard asked, "The thing I am asking of you is to say if you are in fel​lowship with me and the Antioch Church now? If so, give me your hand before this great congrega​tion and that will settle it.' The situation was dramatic, the tension was terrible, meanwhile Bogard had his hand extended and in a moment Bro. Cobb reached out his hand and the two brethren shook hands and pledged them​selves to work together in peace and full fellowship. The messengers broke out in loud applause.

"We then made it unanimous for Cobb to do the double work of sec​retary-treas​urer of missions and business manager of the Sunday School literature."

These offices were combined until 1944, when Bro. A. L. Patterson was elected as Business Manager. 

A resolution was made "exonerating Eld. C. A. Gilbert of any wrong doing, stating full confidence in him and commending him to the work." The motion to adopt the resolution was tabled for twelve months. 

"Dr. C. A. Gilbert at this time tendered his resignation as Trustee of the property held by the Association in Texarkana. The messengers accepted Dr. Gilbert's resigna​tion and relieved him of all financial respon​sibility."

Bro. A. J. Kirkland moved "that this body in a rising vote express their apprecia​tion of every sacrificial service given to this body by Bro. Gilbert." This ended Dr. Gilbert's twenty-year service to the associated work. 

Jesse E. Cobb (42)
Secretary-Treasurer of Missions, 1937-1946

Business Manager, 1937-1944
Jesse E. Cobb was born on New Year’s Day, 1890, at Enola, AR. He was the son of Emaziah and Martha Jane Hoggard Cobb. When Jesse Cobb was twelve years of age, his life changed drasti​cally, with the death of his father. Jesse was the youngest of ten children.
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Even though he did not find it easy, he completed high school at Naylor (Faulkner Co.), AR. In the fall of 1910 he began to teach in the public schools, and taught for ten years.

During the first school term that he taught, he met his future wife, Matilda Eliza​beth Bell. They were married March 1, 1914 and remained mar​ried for more than fifty years before his death. 

Jesse Cobb’s desire to go to college never ceased. He wrote, “In the fall of 1920 my wife, our baby, and I moved to Sheridan, AR, where I entered the Mis​sionary Baptist College. There I explored intellectual regions which I could not have done on my own. It was my privilege to do most of my work under the direc​tion of a Dutch theologian (Van Der Horst, president until 1926) who held doc​toral degrees in both philosophy and the​ology. My work under that man took me and two other brethren (A. T. Powers and C. N. Glover), who took the same courses that I did, far beyond the curriculum of that school. 

“On the basis of what I learned in that school, I have continued to explore the mighty works of our God, and not only His works, but also His nature – a study to which there is no end.”

After finishing his courses in college, he received the degree of Bachelor of Theol​ogy. Later the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him. 

In his full and rich life, Dr. Cobb filled many positions. He was a pastor, teacher, writer, missionary, and leader among Association Baptist. He will be remembered most for writing A New Manual for Baptist Churches (now called Cobb’s Baptist Church Manual.) Several edi​tions have been published and many copies sold.  
For thirty-five years, he was a member of the writer’s staff of the American Baptist Association or the Baptist Missionary Association of America. 

In 1950 Dr. Cobb was chosen Editor of Publications. He remained in that position for two years before resigning. He wrote the greater part of the first quar​ter of literature issued by the Baptist Missionary Association of America. 

Dr. Cobb pastored many fine churches among Association Baptists. All but one of these was in the state of Arkansas. The exception was Sixth Avenue Church, Knoxville, TN.

He was pastor of Spring Creek Church in Benton when he was elected as Secre​tary-Treasurer of Missions in 1937. When the messengers saw fit to replace Dr. C. A. Gilbert as Business Manager in 1938, Dr. Cobb was selected to also fill that position, until A. L. Patterson was elected as Business Manager in 1944.  Bro. Cobb had desired to leave the position of Secretary-Treasurer in 1945, but because the association did not meet that year, he continued until March, 1946. 

Dr. Cobb was one of the leaders who pressed for the purchase of Central Baptist College in Conway. After the college was established, Dr. Cobb was head of the Bible Department, and taught Bible and Greek for ten years. At the time of his death, he held the position of Vice-President Emeritus of the college. The J. E. Cobb Memorial Library was named in his honor.

Many times he served as moderator of his local association. He was mod​erator of the Arkansas State Association from 1928 until 1932. He later serviced as Vice-President of the Baptist Missionary Association. 

--adapted from Echoes from Beautiful Feet, compiled by Mrs. Edwin Peters

When the split occurred in 1950, Dr. Cobb chose to align with the North American Baptist Association. Because Dr. Ben M. Bogard had led in the removal of Dr. C. A. Gilbert as Business Manager in 1938, many brethren began taking sides as early as 1937. When the Pine Bluff Asso​ciation met in 1937, Antioch Baptist Church, pastored by Dr. Ben M. Bogard, petitioned the Association for membership. Dr. J. E. Cobb pre​sented a resolution passed by the Spring Creek Church, of which he was pastor at the time, which opposed seating the messen​gers from Antioch. The tie vote was broken by the Moderator, who ruled in favor of the peti​tion. 

However, that rift did not prevent Dr. Bogard and many who aligned with him in electing Dr. Cobb to succeed Dr. Gilbert as Business Manager. The fol​lowing account was given in History of the American Baptist Asso​ciation:

“When consideration was given to Bro. Cobb’s election to the com​bined position, opposition was voiced because of the previous declaration opposing fellowship with Dr. Bogard and Antioch Church. In the discus​sion, Bro. Bogard “called Brother Cobb to the platform and before the whole congregation demanded that this point be settled.” After Bro. Cobb “declared that he had been misunderstood, that he never meant to declare non-fellowship for anybody,” then Bro. Bogard asked, “The thing I am asking of you to say if you are in fellow​ship with me and the Antioch Church now? If so, give me your hand before this great congregation and that will settle it.”

“The situation was dramatic, the tension was terrible, meanwhile Bogard had his hand extended and in a moment Brother Cobb reached out his hand and the two breth​ren shook hands and pledged themselves to work together in peace and full fel​lowship. The messengers broke out in loud applause.”

Bro. Bogard continued, “We then made it unanimous for Cobb to do the double work of secretary-treasurer of missions and business man​ager of the Sunday School lit​erature.”

Ernest Koran Begley (43)
E. K. Begley was born between Cave Springs and Lowell, AR, in 1907, and passed away in a nursing home in North Dakota on December 31, 1994.

Bro. Begley was saved at the age of 17 and baptized by the Zion Baptist Church near Lowell. He surrendered to preach the first Sunday of Novem​ber, 1935, and was later ordained by his home church. He attended Columbia Baptist Bible Institute, Magnolia, AR, and Missionary, Baptist Seminary, Little Rock, AR, and pastored churches in Arkan​sas and Louisi​ana before going to the Hawaiian Islands as a missionary where he minis​tered for nearly 20 years, being instru​mental in the organization of eight churches. The Begleys came to San Diego, CA, and Brother Begley minis​tered devotedly and faithfully among the brethren of the San Diego First Missionary Baptist Church for nearly 30 years.

ABA work in Hawaii began with Ernest Koran Begley and his family.  The following article summarized the life and ministry of E. K. Begley:
  He was pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church in Minden, La., when, in 1939, he felt strongly impressed to go to the Hawaiian Islands as a mis​sionary. After making careful plans and doing a good job of promoting the needs of the Hawaiian field, Brother E. K. Begley was recommended as a missionary to Hawaii by the messengers in 1939. 

He moved almost immedi​ately to Honolulu, sponsored by the church at Minden and endorsed by the churches of the American Baptist Associa​tion.  Soon after moving to Hawaii he orga​nized the First Mission​ary Bap​tist Church of Honolulu; he also began a radio ministry over Honolulu sta​tion KGMB which lasted for over ten years.

Brother Begley’s first written report stated, 

 “...this report covering work done since my arrival in Honolulu on Decem​ber 7, 1939.

  ...we organized the church known as the First Baptist Church of Christ, New Year’s Eve, 1939, with five charter members - namely, Elder E.R. Goodwin and his daughter Au​drey Goodwin, Elder and Mrs. E.K. Begley and Miss Emily Sanders.  We adopted the Arti​cles of Faith used by the churches of the American Baptist Association, and the Church Covenant held by old time Missionary Bap​tists. Thus ended the year 1939 with an old time Missionary Baptist Church in the Hawai​ian Islands, which is located at 241 Oahu Avenue, Honolulu, T.H. Since the church was organized four additional members have been received.... Our average attendance at the present time is about twenty at regular services.  We have started a Sunday School, and will start using Baptist Sunday School literature April 1st.”

By the end of 1940 Bro. J. D. Costa was working with Bro. Begley and a radio pro​gram had been started. By 1941 two dear lady mis​sionar​ies, Miss Leola Woodly and Miss Nellie Mae Williams, who had been shut out of China were now working with Bro. Begley and the Honolulu Church. They were going from door-to-door and teaching Bible classes. The church con​tinued to grow. By the end of 1941 the church had grown to over 70 mem​bers.  In the latter part of 1942, Bro. Begley reported,  

Brother J.D. Costa is preparing to go to one of the other islands to begin a work.  THE CHURCH IS SUPPORT​ING HIM FULL TIME AND HE IS OUR MIS​SIONARY...  Sisters Nelly May Williams and Leola Woodley are doing a great work. They are teaching several classes of school children.  I am sure more than one hundred in all.  They also have classes at a hospital and a home for unruly boys and girls.  Mrs. Begley and Bro. Costa are help​ing with classes on Friday at our church building. There are about sixty-five children that attend these classes.

He was in the middle of his Sunday morning radio broadcast on December 7, 1941 when the Japanese planes started their bombing raid on Pearl Harbor which launched World War II between Japan and the United States.  He served the mission field in Hawaii from 1939 to 1959 (with two years out to attend the Missionary Baptist Seminary in Lit​tle Rock).  All of the pre​sent churches in Hawaii are either directly or indirectly a result of his ministry in the islands. Alto​gether he has been responsible for the organization of eight churches and has built (personally) four church buildings. The eight churches he organized are all still actively working for the Lord.

Throughout 1943 the work continued to prosper. Bro. J. D. Costa was work​ing in Hilo as a Missionary from Honolulu. The First Mission​ary Baptist Church was orga​nized in Hilo, Hawaii on April 16, 1943, with four charter mem​bers and after a baptiz​ing, they had nine members. 

  In his September, 1944, report Bro. Begley stated 27 were saved in one month. They started a Bible School with 15 enrolled, 4 of them preachers. All through 1945 the work blos​somed.  The staff of workers was increasing and Brother Begley felt the need to return to the states and receive more schooling. He enrolled in the Missionary Baptist Semi​nary, Little Rock, in the fall of 1945 and continued studies through the spring of 1947. In August, 1945, he reported:

Professions of faith witnessed in our regular services, in the homes by per​sonal work​ers, in the Bible classes and on the various mili​tary installations by various members of our church - 100; Baptisms - 43; Addi​tions by letter and statement - 21; Excluded - 10.

 The church has at least four ordained ministers in her member​ship, exclud​ing Bro. Redmond and myself; at least five who have defi​nitely been called to preach; and at least six others who feel that the Lord has a special work for them and have sur​rendered to do His will.
During Brother Begley’s absence, the work continued to prosper. Brother H. C. Redmond had returned as a Missionary for the ABA. In his report recorded in the 1946 minute he gave detailed information: 

  There have been many changes in the personnel of the church here, and most of our members of the military have returned to the mainland, since the War was over... We feel that after the readjust​ment period is over there will be a steady growth in the churches here. Shortly before Elder E.K. Begley left for the main​land, on June 30, 1946 the 12th Ave​nue Mis​sionary Baptist Church was organized with ten members from the First Mission​ary Baptist church... This Church is meeting in our home...which the First Mission​ary Baptist Church purchased last February,.. On Sept. 30, 1945, The Hawaiian Mission​ary Baptist Asso​ciation was organized with three churches; The First Mis​sionary Baptist Church, 215 Ohua Ave.; The 12th Avenue Mission​ary Baptist Church, 824 12th Ave., of Honolulu, and The First Mission​ary Baptist Church, 15 Kapolani Ave., Hilo Hawaii.  

  The work in the public schools here is really an associational work for teachers and workers are used from both churches. I want to give a para​graph out of Sister Nelly May Williams’ report; she is in charge of this work: “It might inter​est you to know that there are over 60 children in eight classes taught by three teachers. There are approx​i​mately 224 chil​dren in the 15 classes which makes a full weeks sched​ule.  In all there are about 285 children in 23 weekly classes.” We are teaching in 23 out of a possible 40 schools....Some of these children have made professions of faith, some are in Sunday Schools, and some are members of our church.

  The Bible School of the First Church is progressing nicely, hav​ing from 8 to 15 each school night, which is Monday, Tuesday, and Fri​day.
In 1947 the following ABA missionaries were working in Hawaii: J. D. Costa, E. K. Beg​ley, Bob Priddy and H. C. Redmond. Bro. Priddy worked for a year and then went to Aus​tralia. Bro. Begley arrived back from Little Rock, where he had been attending the Mission​ary Bap​tist Sem​inary, in July. He became Pastor of the Bethel Church, since they did not have a pastor. The First Church, where Bro. Redmond was pastor, had bought new property and the Bethel church was meeting in their old property. Sis. Har​riet Wil​liams, mother to Nelly Mae, had also moved to Hawaii and was working in the schools and doing visita​tion work. Bro. Priddy was also helping teach in the schools. They were permitted to hold 1-hour Bible classes in the elementary schools and at one time were doing this in over 20 schools. Nelly Mae had accepted the job of private sec​retary to Bro. T. L. Bla​lock and was making plans to go to China with him.  

The three churches in the Hawaiian Fellowship met with the Hilo Church, July 13, 1948. The Bible School meeting in the Bethel Church had 20 students and several visitors. Bro. J. D. Polk moved to Hawaii and was helping in the music plus teaching in the school. Sis. Harriet Williams was back attending the Missionary Baptist Seminary for one year. In the 1949 minute of the ABA, Bro. Begley, Redmond, Costa and Sis. Har​riet Williams all give brief reports of the year’s work. All three churches continue to go forward.  Sis​. Williams has good success teach​ing her Bible Classes in the public schools.  

Eld. John S. Gunn was endorsed by the Calvary church in Min​den, LA  to go to Hawaii and work with Bro.  Begley. Four young men had sur​rendered to the ministry by the middle of 1950.  

The First Baptist Church of Kailua was organized early in 1951. They called Bro. Alton Trawick as their pastor. There were twenty-nine enrolled in the Bible School with two more surrendering to the min​istry, making a total of six new preachers.

In 1952 Bro. Begley again desired to return to Little Rock to attend the Mis​sion​ary Bap​tist Seminary. Bro. Edward Byrd, who had served as a faculty of the Seminary since 1944, was released from his teaching posi​tion to take Bro. Begley’s place for one year.  

About this time there was some unrest among the Seminary stu​dents rela​tive to associ​ational involvement in doing mission work. Sev​eral men left the Seminary as mis​sionaries without securing the usual associational endorse​ment. It was generally felt that these senti​ments were generated by the influence of Bro. Begley and Bro. Byrd. 


The 1952 minutes of the ABA show E. K. Begley, Edward Byrd, Mrs. Harriet Wil​liams, Alton Trawick, J. S. Gunn and J. D. Polk as mis​sionaries.  Bro. Begley arrived back in Hawaii the middle of 1953, and on August 24, 1953, Elder G. F. Kelso and fam​ily arrived to help out in the work.  He was called as co-pastor with Bro. Begley of Bethel church.

Bro. Begley Leaves Hawaii 

The heartbreaker for the people in Hawaii was the move that Bro. Begley made in April of 1959, when he accepted the pastorate in San Diego, CA. Bro. Begley stated, 


  During the past year we have witnessed twenty professions of faith and baptized twenty. Our preacher's school has been well attended and all have made good progress.

  It is my sincere belief and conviction that the Lord is leading me to San Diego, Cali​for​nia, and I have already accepted the pas​torate of a small church there.  They do not have a building, and have been without a pastor long over a year.  I am leaving Honolulu April 8.

  We have seven churches in Hawaii and now all of them have pastors or mis​sion​ary pastors.  The First Church is sponsoring a mission project on the Island of Kauai.

  As far as I know the people in Hawaii do not want me to leave: per​son​ally I had rather stay here than leave, but believe the Lord is leading in this move, even though I don't know why.
Bro. Doug Perdue summarized the importance of his ministry:

Many former servicemen will remember the Begleys best for their ministry to serv​icemen during World War II and in the years after the war. Literally hundreds attended the church services and stayed over for lunch at the Begley house. Sis. Begley remembers feeding sometimes a hundred a week and it was not uncommon to see a dozen or so sol​diers, sailors or marines sleeping in their floor or in various parts of the church. One hun​dred and twenty-five men surrendered to preach under Bro. Begley’s minis​try. How many thousands were saved, baptized, and heard the gospel through his preaching is known only to the Lord in heaven.
 
When the Begley's came to San Diego, California, Brother Begley ministered devot​edly and faithfully among the brethren of the San Diego First Missionary Baptist Church for nearly 30 years. It is reported that 125 men surrendered to preach under Brother Begley's ministry.
It may be stated best of Brother Begley (as we read in the following testi​mony of an Old Testament saint), "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excel​lent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and by it he being dead yet spea​keth. " (Hebrews 1 1:4).
The following words are taken from a poetic remembrance of E. K. Begley as writ​ten by one of the charter members of the church he pastored in San Diego:

When I think of E. K., I think of a man - - A man among men today, and honor​able pastor, guiding his flock aright. He was not a perfect man, but he was a blessed man. A politician? A seeker of fame? Not he! A Godly man, a loving man, patient and kind was he. A man of quiet and prayer, a preach​ing a teaching man, striving to live by the Word. He stood for the things that he believed, no matter how the winds would blow, for E. K. was a Christian, a real, honest to goodness Christian! A rarity in the world today... And if we saw any good in him - - A model we'd like to be - - It was just because Christ had reflected his life through the life of E. K., and E. K. is a good pattern for me.... 
Bro. Begley served as pastor of the San Diego church for twenty-six years. He passed away on January 30, 1995.
 

Conrad Nathan Glover (44)
President 1941-1946, 1952
Vice President 1939-1940
(A full account of Bro. Glover's life and ministry was given in Conrad N. Glover: Memoirs, published by Bogard Press, Texarkana).  

C.   N.  Glover was born near Prattsville, AR on October 27, 1895.  He was the son of Robert W. Glover and Mary Ann Young Glover. In the summer of 1913, when he was almost eighteen years of age, Conrad was re​ceived into Harmony Baptist Church and bap​tized on July 6, 1913. 
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During World War I, he was inducted into the Army on September 18, 1917. He was discharged from the military service on July 1, 1919, with the rank of sergeant. 

On March 16, 1922 Bro. Glover announced his call to preach at Big Creek Bap​tist Church in Sheridan.

C. N. Glover and Gladys Rushing were married on May 3, 1925. They had one daughter, Mary Beth Glover Wilson, who was born Feb. 23, 1940. 

When the Missionary Baptist College opened in 1919, he was one of the first eight students to enroll. Glover re​mained in the College for the next fourteen years, ei​ther as a student or as an instruc​tor. He was awarded the Bachelor of Theology Degree in 1925, the Asso​ciate of Arts in Bible in 1930, the Associate of Arts in Secular Educa​tion in 1931, the Licentiate in Instruc​tion in 1931, and the Doctor of Divinity in 1931. The Mis​sion​ary Baptist Seminary conferred its first degrees on Dr. Glover in 1937, the degrees of Doctor of Church History and Doctor in Bible.

Dr. Glover was Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Mission​ary Baptist Col​lege from 1926 until 1934.
 Dr. Glover was elected Vice-President of the Missionary Baptist Seminary at its founding in 1934, and continued in that position until 1971. 

 When the American Baptist Association was organized on Dec. 10, 1924, Conrad Glover was a messenger from Big Creek Church in Sheridan. He had previously attended the "unifica​tion meeting" at Texarkana in March. During the years that fol​lowed, and until near his death, he had only missed two ses​sions of the ABA. 

Brother Glover was licensed to preach in 1922 and he pastored more than thirteen churches in the central Arkansas area. He led in the organization of several churches and associations, preached over 14,000 sermons in thirty states and several foreign countries, and conducted over 4,000 funerals. He served as Moderator of the Pine Bluff Association for twenty-five years, be​gin​ning in 1939.
 He was moderator of the State Associa​tion for six years, from 1942 until 1948, and was President of the Ameri​can Bap​tist Associ​a​tion from 1941 until 1946, and then by his request, for one ses​sion (1952), after the BMA split. After serving as Pres​i​dent, he was honored as Parliamentarian for more than thirty years, and was moderator and parliamentarian emeritus at the time of his death. He was one of the cofounders of the Missionary Baptist Seminary and Institute and felt that his greatest accomplish​ments were in the field of Christian education. 
He was elected a member of the Missionary Committee in 1925 and served until 1934. He was a member and chairman of the Planning and Building Committee that developed the Bookstore and Printing Complex in Texarkana. 

His first pastorate was at Little Creek Church, beginning the first Sunday in No​vember of 1924. In the fall of 1925 two other fourth time churches, Fairview and Smyrna in Lincoln Co., called him as pastor. Therefore, he was pastor of three churches at the same time--Little Creek at Sheridan, 1925-1926, Fairview, Saline Co., 1926-1927; Smyrna, Lin​coln Co., 1926-1927. 

Bro. Glover led in the organization of what is now Olive Street Baptist Church in 1926, and continued as pastor for five years, until 1931. He was "...called and accepted the First Baptist Church in Sheri​dan in the fall of 1931. This church held ser​vices two Sunday Mornings and every Sunday Evening. He preached at Har​mony Bap​tist Church in Prattsville the other two Sunday Mornings. 

He was called by Oak Grove Baptist Church, near Rison to preach two Sunday Mornings and one Saturday Night each month, begin​ning in November of 1931. He con​tinued as pastor there un​til Oct. 1947.

After leaving First Baptist in Sheridan, he was soon called by Philadelphia Church near Prattsville, where he pastored for eight years.  He was also called to serve Sardis Church at Grapevine. He stayed at Sardis from 1939 until 1951. During the same period, he served Sweet Home Church near Prattsville, where he preached on Satur​day and Sun​day after​noons. He pastored Springhill Church near Greenbrier in Faulkner Co. in 1945-1947.

Bro. Glover led in the organization of First Im​manuel in Pine Bluff in 1939, and served as pastor in 1939-1940. He started what is now First Landmark in Gould and served as pastor from 1947-1953. 

In 1953 Dr. Glover became pastor of Bethany Church, west of Pine Bluff. After serving at Bethany for twelve years, Dr. Glover intended to retire from the pastoral minis​try. However, the Marlow Church, ten miles north of Sheridan called him and he pas​tored that church from 1963 until 1968. 

He was a charter member of First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Sheridan, which was organized in 1951 as a result of the ABA-BMA split. Bro. Glover spent 44 years in pastoral work with sixteen different churches until 1968, when he determined to devote his late years in writ​ing, lecturing and evan​gelism.

He was the author of the following books: The Marriage of the Lamb, Exposition of Revelation, Three Worlds, Glover's Church Manual, Conrad N. Glover's Memoirs and A History of the American Baptist Association, which he co-authored with Austin T. Powers.
Conrad N. Glover be​came a rural mail carrier by appointment on January 2, 1915. He held this position as a rural mail carrier for 36 years and 3 months.  He was an agricultural and livestock farmer. Other organizations he has been active in were American Legion, Sheridan Rotary Club, Sheridan Soil and Water Conservation District and the Philadelphia Cemetery Association.
 Brother Glover was deeply loved and respected by his friends, co-workers and fel​low ministers. His wit, recollections and Bible knowledge endeared him to all those who had the privilege of knowing him. During his lengthy illness, he passed many hours writing thoughts of his life, historical happenings, devotionals, and poems. One of his poems, written just before his 90th birthday, was entitled "The Grace of God Amazes Me." Brother John Sanders set this poem to music and it is now available in sheet mu​sic.
In addition to his work within the Pine Bluff Associa​tion, Bro. Glover traveled extensively. He was present and as​sisted in the founding of the Texas Baptist Institute, Hender​son, TX; Florida Baptist Institute, Lakeland, FL; and the Oxford Bap​tist Insti​tute, Oxford, MS. He traveled to Japan and Korea in 1972, and assisted Dr. Roy Reed in preaching in the missions and organizing a church in Korea.
  

Gladys Rushing, his wife, preceded him in death on June 12, 1983. Dr. Glover died on April 3, 1986 and was buried in Philadelphia Cemetery, near his boyhood home.

Bro. Glover sent the following letter to the Association in 1983. (1983 Yearbook, p. 170-172)

LETTER FROM CONRAD GLOVER

President Dillard, Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

Greetings:

I am sad because I am unable to be present in this session of the ABA. I am suffer​ing from a severe case of Herpes Zoster, commonly called shingles. I have suffered from this malady since December 20. 1982 and am no better at present. It causes soreness and severe pain from which it is hard to find relief. Pray for me.

With me a generation will pass and become history. I am the last living messenger that voted to adjourn the General Association that was organized in 1905 sine die and per​manently organized the ABA on December 10. 1924. I have outlived the messengers from 257 churches.

This is the third time during the 59 years of the life of the ABA that I have not at​tended. I missed the 1936 session because of a previous important commitment, part of the 1972 session because of illness, and 1981 session because of illness and illness is the cause of my absence at this session.

I have enjoyed the fellowship of my brothers and sisters in Christ longer than any other and I am thankful I have enjoyed this great privilege.

I am humbly thankful to the messengers of the annual session that are now history for the kindnesses shown and the honors they have conferred upon me. I will list some of these:

They elected me president of the association 7 years: 1941-1947 and 1952.

They voted to elect me as President Emeritus.

They appointed and elected me to be your parliamentarian for 26 years.

They elected me to membership on the Missionary Committee for 8 years and the com​mittee elected me to be clerk of the committee for the 8 years.

They elected me to membership on the first youth encampment committee.

They elected me to membership on the building committee for the new publications building and the committee elected me to serve as chairman of the committee. Our fine building in Texarkana is the fruit of our labors.

They elected me to membership on the History and Archives Committee, a position I now hold,

They elected me to preach at annual sessions fifteen different years.

They elected me to membership on the committee to revise the Articles of Agree​ment. The committee met and was divided into two equal groups. My group elected me to be chair​man.

They elected me to membership on a committee, with Dr. A. T. Powers to assist me, to write the history of the ABA.

I deeply appreciate the fact that you have by your vote manifested your confidence in my integrity and ability to serve. I am thankful for the honors conferred, but I believe I am honest when I say that I have regarded the responsibilities far above the honors con​ferred. Others are to judge as to whether I have complied with your commitment.

I thank the Lord for His blessing me with a normal body and mind, and with long life and open doors of service. I also thank my brothers and sisters in Christ for their invita​tions and callings for me to preach the gospel in their churches in one-half or more of the states of our great country and in several foreign countries. I pastored 16 churches and have preached as an evangelist in many others. I estimate that I have preached about 14,000 sermons.

I have always regarded my preacher brethren with goodwill and kindness. If I have ever coveted any man's work or mistreated him I have no knowledge of it and would be free to apologize to him if I have.

I have lived in Sheridan, Ark. during the full period of my gospel ministry. This has caused me to drive many, many miles. I have owned cars since 1916 and estimate that I have driven more than 1,000,000 miles. This is 40 times the distance around the world.

All of my pastorates and ministry, except the seven years I was pastor of the First Baptist Church here in Sheridan, have been away from home. This made it necessary for me to dine and lodge in other people's homes. I am of the opinion that I have lodged in more homes and good women have cooked more meals for me than has been done for any preacher among us. 

I was saved by the grace of God on September 23, 1909. I was baptized into the fel​lowship of Harmony Missionary Baptist Church in Prattsville on July 6, 1913. I was lib​er​ated to preach the gospel by Big Creek (now First Baptist) of Sheridan on March 16. 1922. I was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry on November 2.1924. I have been saved 70 years and have been in the gospel ministry 61 years plus. I have pas​tored 16 churches. I have conducted more than 4,000 funerals, 35 of which took their own lives. I started three missions and stayed with these until they were organized into churches; and led in the organization of one more. I assisted in the organization of 13 other churches. One of these was in Seoul, Korea. I helped to organize four associa​tions.

There are many more facets and events connected with my gospel ministry, but these are sufficient to let you know I have not had time to be lazy or slothful in my ministry.

In addition to my ministry I am a retired rural mail carrier with 36 years and three months service and have held membership in several other organizations too numerous to mention. I also served as chaplain of three state organizations. I will be praying for the 1983 session and hoping I will be able to attend the 1984 session.

Bless all of you. Please remember Mary Beth and me in your prayers at this time.

Amen. C. N. Glover
Allen John Kirkland (45)
Vice President 1931, 1952

President, 1953-1954
A. J. Kirkland was born December 5, 1902, in Angelina Co., TX, and died Febru​ary 23, 1972. His parents were William Bryant and Fran​cis Missouri (White) Kirkland. W. B. was an ordained preacher, who did mission work which resulted in sev​eral churches in Angelina and Shelby counties. 

Bro. Kirkland was a native Texan and spent his life and 48 year ministry in that state. He was edu​cated in the public schools of Texas and Jacksonville Baptist Academy, Jacksonville, Texas. He began a course of study under Dr. J. Louis Guthrie in 1940 and was awarded the Doctor of Bible Languages degree in May, 1942, from the Missionary Bap​tist Seminary of Little Rock, AR. 
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He surrendered to preach on Nov. 17, 1924, and was ordained on April 20, 1927, by First Baptist Church, Jacksonville. In 1926 he was called by the Ebenezer Church at Hen​derson, his first pastorate. He also pastored the Johnson and Salem churches in Angelina Co. Follow​ing this he pastored the Odell and Ozias churches, An​gelina Co., and the Gal​latin and Recklaw churches, Cherokee Co. All these churches were quarter-time.

After completing four years of studies at Jacksonville in 1929, he was called to his first full-time pastorate, the Walnut Street Bap​tist Church of Hillsboro. Hundreds were saved through his evangelistic work and the church grew. An educational building was erected and the church purchased a parsonage. 

On March 1, 1935 he began a ministry with the First Baptist Church of Ennis. During that pastorate the church retired a $10,000 debt which had been incurred un​der the ministry of Eld. L. S. Ballard and erected a large educational building. 

In 1941 he held a revival at White Oak that resulted in sixty-seven additions to the church; then the church called him as pastor. He contin​ued there until the Mis​sionary Bap​tist Church of Corsicana called him in 1945, near the end of World War II. By the end of his first two years, the membership had grown from 135 to 450. 

In 1950 he was called as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Hen​derson, and also to become President of Texas Baptist Institute. For the next seven years he worked dili​gently to pastor the church, edit the Bap​tist Monitor and serve as President of the school. During this time he led in a building program for the church, raised money and purchased prop​erty for the Institute and led in building the Administration Building. 

By 1956 he felt that both the church and school needed full-time attention. There​fore, he resigned as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church. During the next sixteen years addi​tional property was purchased, five new dormitories and a library were built. 

He was founder and Editor of The Baptist Monitor for 44 years.  The paper began in mimeographed form in 1929. His son, James A. Kirkland, explained why the paper began:

...leaders of the Baptist Missionary Association (BMA) of Texas and the General Baptist Convention were beginning to look for a basis for unifying the two Baptist bod​ies. The two primary points of contention were the money basis and the numerical basis of repre​senta​tion in the Convention, i.e., Convention churches and societies sent rep​re​sentatives to the annual conventions according to the amount of money they contributed to the Convention and the number of members in the Convention churches. This meant that the larger churches would have more representatives than the smaller churches. Many BMA Bap​tists consid​ered this an unscriptural and unfair basis of representation.

The Convention leadership had indicated it would give up the money ba​sis of rep​re​sentation, but George Truett, influential pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dallas, insisted that they would not give up the numerical basis. Some of the BMA leaders were yielding to this determination and indicating that they would accept the numerical basis in order to get over the final obstacle to unification. 

Allen and many other pastors considered this a "sell-out" to the Conven​tion, and he entered the controversy by starting a small paper in which he could freely discuss the unifi​cation movement. The pages of the Baptist Progress, the BMA state paper, were closed to him. His influence through the new paper helped to defeat the unification effort.
The gift of the Baptist Monitor to Texas Baptist Institute was announced in the July, 1952, issue. James A. Kirkland noted, "The Bap​tist Monitor was a major force from its beginning in guiding Baptist peo​ple with regard to many issues they were called upon to con​sider. Allen named the paper as he did because a ‘monitor’ is a watchman with responsibil​ity to call attention to important trends, to warn against impending danger, and to correct errors."

He served as President of the American Baptist Association in 1953 and1954.
He was long recognized as a top debater, teacher, pastor and writer, as well as a suc​cessful educator and evangelist. 

Bro. Kirkland served until his death on February 23, 1972, com​pleting 22 years as President of Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary.
James Wright Harper (46)
Vice President, 1935, 1938, 1940, 1943

President, 1955-1956

Bro. J. W. Harper was a great preacher, pastor, statesman, and leader among Mis​sionary Baptists. He was born in the small town of Hale, in Fan​nin County, TX, Sep​tember 27, 1890. He surrendered to preach and entered the ministry in 1922. His first pastorate was the Union Hill Church, near Winfield, Texas. 

He also pastored churches in Titus and Morris counties, Gallatin, TX and Gum Springs, Henderson, TX. He was elected State Representative of Titus and Morris Counties and served in the State Legislature for two terms, 1925-1929. 
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The Depression was in full bloom as he ended his second term. The Orphans Home in Waxahachie, TX was in deep trouble because offerings had declined seriously. The Home was in debt and the children were beginning to suffer. Bro. Harper felt he could get the home on a solid financial basis and get enough offerings to provide the needs of the children. The Depression grew much worse which affected the offerings the churches could send. 

Many church members across the state did not recognize the extreme situation that existed and placed the blame on him. Some property was sold to keep the creditors from foreclosing.
 He held that position until 1933 when he resigned to become pastor of the Farley Street Baptist Church in the same city. 

Donald L. Britton wrote:
When unrest began among the Baptist Missionary Association of Texas, Bro. Harper rose up as a giant defender of the faith. He had endured trials in the Legislature and the problems of the Orphanage that had tempered him for the roughest period of his entire life. As God prepared Moses with the proper background for a tremendous task ahead of him, so did he prepare J.W.  Harper. He would need a cool temper, wisdom, and the skin of an alligator. He had all of these by 1948. 

When the BMA met in Dallas he did the work of a high profile lawyer in defending the customs and practices of Missionary Baptists work. It mattered not to those on the other side how they deceived people. As Bro. Harper defended the right cause he took a copy of the State Minutes, which included the Constitution, and placed it on the floor behind the podium and stepped over it to illustrate what these brethren were doing. THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS the next morning stated in an article that he had placed the Constitution on the floor and stomped it. He endured many poison arrows thrown at him during the division but continued to fight for his beliefs, He was a tall man in stature and he was a tall man for the Lord.

He was elected as the Moderator after the organization of the Missionary Baptist Association of Texas. For thirteen consecutive years he was Sec​re​tary-Treasurer of mis​sions in Texas. He also served as a mission​ary and evangelist of the same Association. He was elected President Emeritus of the Mis​sionary Baptist Association of Texas.
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He served as President of the American Baptist Association in 1955 and 1956. He served for many years as Chairman of the Mis​sionary Committee of the American Bap​tist Association and was also chairman of the Baptist Sunday School Committee. The Texas Baptist Institute at Henderson, TX conferred the Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree upon him in 1963. 

Brother Harper went to be with the Lord from his home in Gallatin, TX, July 8, 1965 at 3:15 a.m. He was 74 years of age, of which 43 had been spent in the Missionary Baptist ministry. 

Bro. Britton closed the article by stating, “Those who knew him appreciated his labor for the Lord and would agree that after undergoing all his trials, Bro. Harper was probably one of the most able men among Texas Baptists.”

Alfred Lee Patterson (47)
Business Manager, 1944-1952
Secretary–Treasurer of Missions, 1952-1973 

A. L. Patterson was born November 26, 1903. His dad, W. O. Pat​ter​son, pas​tored ABA churches in the Ennis and Corsicana, TX, area. 
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He graduated from Tyler Commercial College in 1924. Also in 1924 he sur​ren​dered to the ministry and preached his first sermon at Mt. Bethel Baptist Church near Gary, TX. In 1928 he graduated from Jack​sonville College, Jackson​ville, TX. He was licensed to preach by the First Baptist Church of Jacksonville. 

He was married to Vera Jane Richardson, September 22, 1929. In 1935 he received the Master of Arts Degree from Baylor University. In 1956 he was awarded the Doctor of Divinity Degree by the Missionary Baptist Seminary, Little Rock.

He came to Texarkana at the call of the churches when the Ameri​can Bap​tist Associ​ation convened in Knoxville, TN in 1938; he was employed by the mes​sen​ger assem​bly as an auditor-accountant. His labors were well received and soon he was assistant business man​ager. He was elected Business Manager at the messenger assem​bly in Semi​nole, OK, in 1944. He remained in the office as business man​ager until 1952 when he was elected Secretary-Treasurer of mis​sions. He served in this office until his retirement in 1973. 

In 1958 Bro. Patterson wrote, “My work from that date [May 26, 1938] was that of accountant for the Baptist Sunday School Committee and assistant to the Business Manager. After six years in that capacity, I was elected Business Manager for the Bap​tist Sunday School Commit​tee where I served for eight more years. The last six years have been spent as Secretary-Treasurer of interstate and foreign missions....”

During his tenure as Business Manager, the publications work experienced great growth. While he was in the missions office, finan​cial support increased and mission​aries were added. 

He was a plainspoken man and a God-fearing, truth-loving preacher. He once said, "God does not call missionaries that God's peo​ple can't support. He intended men to realize God does not make mis​takes, but that we do fail in our support, not giving as God blesses. On another occasion, he said, "One of the worst things that could happen to Mission​ary Baptists would be to have too much money." He was sim​ply pointing out the possibility of having so much we would either misman​age it or not spend it to the glory of God. What a truth!

During his early years in Texarkana, he pastored several churches. He and Mrs. Pat​terson were charter members of Unity Baptist Church in Texar​kana...Brother Patter​son was a constant promoter of scriptural mis​sions. He faithfully served the churches for over forty years. His diligent labor lingers on and will, no doubt, be an example until Jesus comes.

Leander H. Owen (48)
L. H. "Van" Owen was born September 8, 1915, in Palmyra, Lincoln County, AR, to John Robert and Mertie (Baker) Owen. He went to be with the Lord on January 5, 2000, at his home in Bryant, Saline County, AR.

He was saved, baptized, and became a member of Main Street Baptist Church (now Olive Branch Baptist Church) in Pine Bluff, AR, at the age of twelve. In November of 1934, he made known his call of God to the pas​toral ministry and preached his first sermon on the last Sunday of that month. He enrolled as a first year student at the Baptist Bible School (now Missionary Baptist Seminary) that same month which was the first year of the school's existence.

In the spring of 1936 he met Okneta G. Medley in Comanche, Okla​homa, whom he married on September 8 of that year. She served faith​fully beside him for sixty-three years until they were parted by his death. 

He attended his last church service the last Sunday in November, 1999, on his sixty-fifth anniversary in the ministry. He was ordained to the Gospel minis​try in the fall of 1936 by the Main Street Church when a church near Ringling, OK, called him to be their pastor.

Brother Owen was pastor of the following churches in Oklahoma from 1936 through 1951: Speers Chapel in Ryan, Friendship in Comanche, Orion near Marlow, Calvary in Duncan (first pastor), Springer in Springer, Plainview near Weatherford, Valley View in Cloud Chief, Sharon in Gotebo, New Bethel in Byng, Fifth Street in Marlow. Several of these churches were "half-time."

In December of 1951, he was called to the Unity Baptist Church of Texarkana, TX. He also was pastor of Landmark in Texas City, Pleasant Hill near Overton, Galveston in Galveston, Bellaire West in Houston (first pastor), until the summer of 1970 when he moved to Hot Springs Village, AR, to begin a new work sponsored by the Spring Creek Baptist Church of Benton. 

He was instrumental in starting new works in Oklahoma, Texas and Arkansas. He also served as Associate Pastor of First Baptist Church in Bryant, AR, while his son, John E. Owen, was pastor. 

In the 1951 session of the Baptist General Assembly of Oklahoma, Bro. L. H. Owen was the first signer, and was joined by eight other pas​tors in signing the following reso​lution: “Therefore be it resolved that this Assembly now go on record as continuing with the American Baptist Association and that the minor​ity shall be free to continue with this Assembly in keeping with its commitments, or to withdraw and work with any group with which they may desire to work.”

He was first elected to serve on the Baptist Sunday School Committee in 1949 when the messengers convened in Little Rock. He served faithfully on this committee for the next twenty-five years. This was during the time of the reloca​tion of the property from Broad Street to the present State Line Avenue. He was one of sixteen men who signed the note making themselves personally liable for the original note to construct the first building on that property.

Bro. "L. H." was one of several men who took the lead in purchasing the Bogg Springs Baptist Campground and helped to design and build the first new cabins for campers on that property. He served as registrar and director of some of those first Youth Camps held there in the early sixties.

He is survived by one son, Pastor John E. Owen and daughter-in-law: Jean Owen of Bryant, AR; one daughter and son-in-law: Nita and Otis Switzer of Santa Fe, TX; six grandchildren and nine great-grandchil​dren.
Walter Griffin (49)
Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer, 1946-1948 
Bro. Griffin was listed as an ABA Missionary in 1941. He was sent by West Race Street Church in Searcy, AR. He stated, “I have gone into those places that I thought needed the work. He reported 45 professions of faith and 47 added to the Churches. He reported salary and expenses of $1923.10. 
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In 1942 he reported, “Better support has been given this year. That enabled me to do the kind of work I have always longed to do. He reported 39 professions of faith, 35 additions to Churches, 1 church and 1 Sunday school organized. He reported salary and expenses of $1800.00.

In 1943 he stated, “In making this my fourth yearly report to the churches com​posing the American Baptist Association…Also I wish to thank the church at Searcy for endorsing me to go to the mission field.” He reported 75 professions of faith, 65 additions to Churches, 1 church and Sunday school organized. The salary and expenses amounted to $1986.81. 

The 1944 report indicated he had relocated to Mulberry, FL. He stated, “I have been in Florida for the past few months… There are large parts of the State that do not have a church of our faith. He reported 35 professions of faith, 46 additions to churches, 8 bap​tisms administered, 1 church and 1 Sunday school organized. 

There was no meeting and no minute in 1945. 

Bro. Griffin was pastor of the Mulberry MBC, Mulberry, FL, when he was elected as Secretary-Treasurer in 1946, to replace Dr. J. E. Cobb. Wal​ter Griffin, Secretary-Treasurer of Missions, had served as missionary since 1940

In his 1948 report, he wrote:

“For the past two years I have had the honor of being your secre​tary-treas​urer.

Samuel Jasper Akers (50)

S. J.  Akers was born February 24, 1886 near Carrolton, GA. He was the son of William Robert and Nancy Jackson Akers. 

He was married on April 21, 1907 to Alice Dora Elizabeth Bardley. They were the par​ents of: Bowden C., Homer Lee, Roy Wilson, Millard C., and Gervaise D.
He taught public school in GA, 1912-1927. He was postmaster at Coverdale, GA, 1916-1917. 

He was ordained in January, 1920. In 1939 Bro. Akers was pastor of First Baptist Church, Greenville, FL and in 1941 he was pastor of First Baptist Church, Bell, FL. and Eldorado B. C., Eldorado, GA. He was on the Missionary Committee in 1942. After the split in 1950, Bro. S. J. Akers con​tinued to work with the ABA as an Interstate Mission​ary until 1957.

In 1949 Bro. Akers XE  "S. J. Akers"  reported he had assisted J. E. Sinclair in a tent meeting in Orlando, FL where a church was later orga​nized. He was in Miami with a view of hold​ing a series of services and set​ting a church in motion. He reported wit​nessing 43 bap​tisms in meetings he con​ducted; he visited and held services in thirty churches.
In 1950 he reported working most of the year in the Miami area, assisted by Bro. Fred Robbins. He led in organizing Grace Baptist Church, March 27, 1949. The church called Bro. H. W. Crittenden as pastor. The church had 80 members and was making rapid progress in all phases of church activities. He had helped Bro. Fred Robbins to ini​tiate a work in Belle Glade, where a church was orga​nized Dec. 23, 1949, with Bro. Rob​bins as Missionary-Pastor. In 1956 Bro. Akers reported a building was rented in Moul​trie, GA that was being prepared as a meeting place for the mission organized in Moul​trie. By 1957 Bro. Akers was working with Flor​ida Baptist Institute in Lakeland, FL and was doing mission work in Haines City.

Bro. Akers was first elected to the Sunday School Committee in 1943. He was elected as clerk in 1954 and continued until 1957. 

Bro. Akers pastored churches for 40 years. He served as Registrar of Florida Baptist Institute and Seminary for four years and was editor of The Baptist Anchor, the semi-monthly paper for the Southeastern states, for 12 years. 

He was last listed as a member of the Sunday School Committee in 1959 with a Jacksonville, FL address. He died in August of 1964 in Jack​sonville, FL. His death was memorialized in the 1965 Yearbook. His wife died Dec. 5, 1973. 

The Welch Family as Baptists

Elders J. A. and J. D. Welch, twin brothers, preachers and singers, are the descen​dants of a line of old-time Baptist preachers, as the following notes show: Their great-grandfather, Eld. Thomas F. Welch, was a Baptist minister. He was a member of the Big Hatchett Association in Tennessee. His name is listed in the Association in 1840. He had six sons. Five of them were Baptist ministers and one a deacon. The six brothers were named as follows: John, Tom (T. J.), Jim (J. P.), Isaac (I. F.), Billy (W. F.), and George (G. W.).
Their great-grandfather moved to Arkansas in 1851 and settled on the Caddo River, where the town of Glenwood is located. He, with his five preacher boys, were pioneer ministers in that section of the state. They organized more than thirty churches in Clark, Pike and Montgomery counties. Many of these churches are still living.


Jack and Jeff are the grandsons of Elder Tom (T. J.) Welch. He had four boys. Two were preachers and two were deacons. In their father's family there are six boys. Two of them, Jeff and Jack, are preachers. Jack and Jeff are proud of their ancestors and they have many reasons for being so. They stood for the old-time Baptist and Bible doctrine that the boys are contending for today.

Jack and Jeff spent fourteen months in the World War, eight months in France. They have an honorable discharge from the U. S. Army. They are fighting under a greater captain, for a far better cause, and more enduring principles than they fought for in France in the World War.

--Brown’s Memorial Sketch Book, pp. 279-280
Jefferson Davis Welch 
Vice President, 1942, 1946 (51)
Jefferson Davis Welch (1896 - 1950)
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Jefferson Davis (Jeff D.) Welch was born 24 October 1896 in Welch, AR; he was 'born again' at age of fourteen and united with the Baptist Church of Dodson, TX. He surrendered to preach on 4 September 1923 and was ordained the first Sunday in June, 1924 by the Valley View Baptist Church near Cloud Chief, OK. He was married to Willie Frances Chaney on 7 July 1920 in Texico, NM. To that union were born four daughters; however, three of them died in infancy. The surviving daughter is Mrs. Wanda Slatin.

Welch received his higher education at Jacksonville College. He served the college as trustee for many years and was ever concerned about the progress of the school and also the work of the association in general. He, along with his twin brother, Jack, vol​unteered for service of our country during World War I. He served fourteen months - eight of them were overseas. During World War II he served as chaplain for the Lubbock Battalion of the Texas National Guard and was a reserve officer until his death. He con​ducted most of the military funerals in the Lubbock area during that time. For ap​proxi​mately sixteen years he was chaplain of Allen Brothers Post No. 148, American Legion. He was also the chaplain for the Lions Club and the Optimist International. He served as secretary of Lubbock Ministerial Association for many years.

His ministry for the Lord was a fruitful one in Oklahoma and Texas. First Central Baptist Church of Lubbock, TX stands as a monument to his seventeen and one-half years in which a small congregation was built up to over 1,400 members by the efforts of the 'visiting pastor,' a title he earned in that great work.

Following his resignation from Central Church, Lubbock in February 1949, he became missionary-evangelist and traveled extensively in the interest of missions in this country and eight foreign countries. He was elected secretary-treasurer of the North American Baptist Association on 25 May 1950. From the very first, it appeared that God's hand was upon him to lead into greater achievements for missions.

Welch finished a book in September 1950 entitled "Welch History” which came off the press shortly before his death, just six months to a day from the time of his election as missions treasurer. During the six months he served, both he and his wife gave them​selves to the uttermost for the causes he had loved so well for so long. To say he suc​ceeded is expressing it mildly. Over twenty six thousand dollars were raised during that time. At the time of his passing all interstate and foreign missionaries were paid in full with no funds borrowed from either phase of the work. Harold Morris was well on his way to Brazil, a field Welch had visited before.

Although he underwent surgery twice, death came to him on 25 November 1950. Up until the last, his mind was planning and directing the work of missions which he loved so much. He was laid to rest in Lubbock where he had ministered so long. Serv​ices were conducted by two of his closest friends, R. N. Davis and D. N. Jackson at Central Baptist Church (1 January 1951 American Baptist; 7 December 1950 Baptist Progress.)

The Mission Band at Jacksonville College is named the Jeff D. Welch Mission Band in honor of this missions-minded man of God.

Eld. Jeff D. Welch was converted at home October 11, 1911; united with the First Baptist Church, Dodsonville, TX, July 28, 1912; was baptized by Eld. L. J. Crawford. Licensed to preach September 1, 1923, by the Prairie View Baptist Church, Texico, NM. Ordained to the ministry by the Valley View Missionary Baptist Church, Cloud Chief, OK, on June 1, 1924.

FOOTNOTE By J. L. B. Jeff must have read somewhere that "Brevity is the soul of authorship" or else he would have made the above sketch longer. (He'll pardon my appendix.) He was born on the same day, and at the same place, his twin brother Jack was born, Welch, AR, October 24, 1896. He is married, for I've seen his wife. He is doing a good work in Texas, or else the papers lie on him.

Jefferson Davis (Jeff) Welch 
Jefferson Davis Welch was born October 24, 1896 in Welch, AR, a small commu​nity in southern Montgomery County named for his family. He and his twin brother, Andrew Jackson (Jack) Welch were both Missionary Baptist pastors, and were once both co-pastors of the same church. They were two of the eleven children of George Washing​ton Welch, and Maggie Ann Sigman. They were the grandchildren of Eld. Thomas Jeffer​son Welch, who was Civil War era pastor of many Missionary Baptist churches in west​ern Arkansas, including Bethel Church at Glenwood, AR founded in 1848. He is buried in the Glenwood, Arkansas Cemetery. Shortly after the birth of the twins, the family moved to Texas. Jeff and Jack saw service in the United States Army during World War I and served for eight months in France. Both were noted singers and singing school teachers. Jeff entered the ministry in September of 1923 and attended Jacksonville Bap​tist College in Jacksonville, TX. He pastored the Central Baptist Church in Lubbock, TX for seventeen and one half years. He was active in the work of the American Baptist Association in the 1940s and was elected as Secretary–Treasurer of the new North American Baptist Association when it was founded in 1950. He and his wife, Willie Frances Channey were the parents of four children. It is not known when Jeff died. 

Jeff was the author of a history of his family, entitled, Welch, published in 1950 from which most of this information is taken. The book contains several pictures of Jef​ferson David Welch and his family.

Jackson A. Welch (52)
Jackson A. Welch, (twin brother to Jeff D. Welch) was born at Welch, AR, October 24, 1896. Annie Laura (Trapp) Welch was born at Purcell, OK, March 5, 1903. They were married at Clovis, NM, July 31, 1920. They both attended Jacksonville College at Jack​sonville, TX. They have three sons-Oliver Wendall, born January 9, 1930; Gene Winfred, born June 10, 1933; Jimmie Dwayne, born February 20, 1936. 
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Jack preached his first sermon in Belleview on the fourth Sunday in 1922. He was ordained on the first Sunday in June by the Valley View Missionary Baptist Church at Cloud Chief, OK. He was Missionary of Cedar Creek Association in Oklahoma during the first two years of his ministry. His time since then has been spent in pastoral work. He was pastor of Central Avenue Church in Oklahoma City for five years. He is at this
time (1936) pastor of Liberty Baptist Church in Shawnee, OK. Four new church buildings have been erected under his leadership. While in Oklahoma City he carried on a broad​casting program for two years. 

For eight years before he began preaching, he and his twin brother Jeff taught singing schools and did evangelistic singing. His wife sings and plays well, and therefore, has been a great help to him in his work.

Bro. Jack Welch was chairman of the Baptist Sunday School Committee in 1942. 
C. D. Arnold (53)
 Hot Springs, AR, 1942

In 1938 Bro. C. D. Arnold, Bay Springs, MS, was elected as Interstate Missionary east of the Mississippi…” 
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Bro. Arnold was pastor of Second Baptist, Malvern in 1941. He was also elected to the Sunday School Committee in 1942. In 1942-1943 he was pastor of Oaklawn Baptist Church in Hot Springs. 

By 1944 he had moved to New Orleans and was listed as a Missionary, sponsored by Oaklawn. His mission work there led to the establishment of the Bethel Baptist Church. 

His 1944 report stated, “We have a regular constituted Missionary Baptist Church, thirty-five members at present. We organized with five, May 30th, 1943. Church building is located at 130 South Dorgenois St.

The 1946 report, “It has been a strenuous work…there have been many disap​pointments and barriers to face. 

“However, a foothold has been gotten, and a work that bids promising for our cause in the Master’s work, seems bright in prospects.

“We have a reasonably nice building at 214-216 South Genois St. Just one and one-half blocks off of Canal Street, and in the center of the City. The building is suffi​ciently remodeled to worship in, and we have been using it since October 1st. 

In 1947 he reported, “We now have our property almost half paid for…Within the past year we have received four by baptism and nine by letter. We now have an active membership of around twenty-five…we have a total membership of fifty-five. 

The 1948 minute stated the Bethel Church in New Orleans had called C. D. Arnold as pastor, “and at the same time set me apart to interstate missions,” and he was asking for missionary support on a salary basis. Bro. Arnold reported 25 professions of faith, 27 baptisms and 45 rededications to service. 

In 1949 he reported that the church had called Eld. Elester E. Raines for full time, and “he is carrying on the work, but they are still in need of whatever help our people see fit to render them…Mrs. Arnold and I desire that you continue to pray for as, as we try to serve the cause of Associational Baptists on the local field in the state of Arkansas.”  Bro. Arnold was still on the Sunday School Committee as late as 1953. They were living in Hot Springs. 

Joseph Cullen Johnson (54)
J. C. Johnson was born December 16, 1908 in the Ivy Community, Dallas County, between Carthage and Leola, AR. His parents were Tho​mas Luther and Ida Crowder Johnson. He lived in the Ivy or Hopewell community until his late teen years. 

He was saved and baptized (Saline River) at Hopewell Baptist Church in 1925. The family later moved to the Emmaus Community, near Warren, AR.

He was licensed to preach by the Emmaus Church in 1933, and immedi​ately enrolled in the Missionary Baptist College, Sheridan. He attended until the college was shut down 1.5 years later. He then went to the Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock and graduated in the sec​ond graduating class, May 5, 1938. 

He was ordained in 1935 when the New Home Baptist Church, south of Pine Bluff, called him as pastor. During the next few years Bro. Johnson pas​tored fourth and half-time churches in Dallas, Cleveland, Jefferson, Lincoln and Calhoun counties. 

He was called as full-time pastor of Beech Grove Baptist Church in Fordyce in 1948, where he remained for 34 consecutive years until his death. To become full-time at Beech Grove, he resigned as pastor of the following churches: Bethel # 2, Rison; Bethlehem, Palmyra, and Whiteville, Pine Bluff.
He married Zula Connell of the Big Creek Community near Malvern, AR. He met her when he preached at the Big Creek church as a seminary student. Two daughters were born to the couple: Joyce married Bobby E. Thornton. Their son, Robert DeHann has been Director of Music at First Landmark MBC in Sheridan for 26 years; Freda married Charles Q. Bell. 

Bro. Johnson was active in the local Judson Association which he attended every year from 1933. He was Assistant Moderator in 1950-1952, Mod​erator in 1953, and then 1958 until his death. 

He attended the State Association beginning in 1934. He was Mod​erator in 1956-1958 and served on several committees. 

He attended the American Baptist Association for 36 years, and was a member of the Missionary Committee for 21 years without missing a meeting. Someone in the fam​ily has not missed attending in 77 years. 

Bro. Johnson died at the UAMS in Little Rock, December 26, 1970, at the age of 62. His funeral was conducted by Dr. C. N. Glover, and Bro Walter Lovelady (college roommate). He was buried in Oakland Cemetery in Fordyce. 

William J. Burgess (55)
Recording Secretary, 1925  
William J. Burgess, son of Thomas J. and Sallie Burgess, was born at Whitting​ton, AR, September 7, 1897.  Attended common schools until 16 years of age, then taught school for two years. He attended the Arkansas Teachers College at Conway, AR and married at the age of 18 to Miss Dova Collie at Traskwood, AR. Bro. Burgess began preaching at the age of 18.
He was ordained to preach by the Bellview Missionary Baptist Church at Owensville, AR, November 19, 1916. The ordaining Presbytery was composed of Elders S. F. Funk, W. A. Neighbors, W. M. Cain and O. C. Robinson; Deacons Bud Zeigler, John I. Hern​don, A. C. Huchinson, T. L. Burnett and W. D. Robinson. 
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He was Recording Secretary of the ABA in 1925. He is Recording Secretary of the Baptist State Association of Arkansas. He has held that office for the last several years. He has also served as Assistant Moderator of the State Association.
Eld. Burgess served a while as Associate Editor of the Baptist & Commoner. He is now co-Editor with D. N. Jackson on the American Baptist. He has been pastor of Shover Springs and Greenbrier Churches for the last nine years. He is pastor of Springhill, Dierks and Temple Churches. Temple Church is in Little Rock, which he recently orga​nized with over 50 members. 

In the spring of 1934 he made a tour through 20 coun​tries, visiting Palestine and Egypt. He is the author of a book titled "My Pilgrimage to the Holy Land." W. J. Burgess is a man of action, who brings things to pass.

--Brown’s Memorial Sketch Book, pp. 155-156. 
Gerald D. Kellar (56)
Vice-President, 1946-1947
President 1947-1949

Gerald D. Kellar was born October 14, 1916 at Springfield (Conway Co.), AR. His parents were Marcus William and Lily Mae Brown Kellar, who were owner-operators of a General Mercantile Store.

He was saved at the age of 13 in a revival meeting held by G. E. Jones. He was bap​tized with 25 others, and became a member of the Springfield Missionary Baptist Church

Bro. Kellar graduated from Morrilton High School in 1935. He completed the first year of college at John Brown University, Siloam Springs, AR; then completed the A. A. degree at Jacksonville College in 1938, the B. A. degree at Baylor University in 1940 and the Th. M. at Southwestern Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, TX. He com​pleted addi​tional graduate studies at Union Theological Seminary, Columbia University, NY, and Winona School of the Bible, Winona, IN. He com​pleted the Th. D. degree at Baptist Mis​sionary Association Theological Seminary in 1960. 

He and Mary Lou Nunn met as students at Jacksonville College. They married after graduation in 1938. This union was blessed with five children: Sandra Kay and Mary Ann (deceased); Jerrie Cleaver and hus​band, Dr. Tony Cleaver, Killeen, TX; Dr. Mark C. Kellar and wife, Sondra Kellar, The Woodlands, TX, and Joseph Kellar and wife, Gay, Joplin, MO; ten grandchildren and five great grand-children.
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Bro. Kellar surrendered to the ministry as a student in 1936 at John Brown Uni​versity. He was ordained May 17, 1937, by Springfield Missionary Baptist Church.

From 1937 until 1940 he pastored part-time churches, including Garfield Bap​tist Church, Garfield, AR; Afton Grove Baptist Church, Jack​sonville, TX; Craft Baptist Church, Jacksonville; Mt. Selman Baptist Church, Jacksonville; Farrar Baptist Church, Farrar; Smyrna, Oak Flat Community; and First Baptist Church of Laneville, TX. 

He was pastor of the following full-time churches:

First Baptist Church, Palmer, TX, 1940-1944; First Regular Bap​tist Church, Galena, KS, 1970-1983; and Berean Baptist Church, Soso, MS, 1989-1994.
Bro. Kellar was Vice-President of the A. B. A. in 1946-1947, and President in 1947-1949. He was the first President of the Baptist Mis​sionary Association of America, 1950-1952. He was President of the BMA of Texas in 1946-1951.

While serving as pastor in Galena, KS, he held the following posi​tions in the BMA of Kansas:

President, Bethel Baptist Association, 1972-1975; Editor, Baptist Herald, 1970-1983; and General Secretary of Missions, 1970-1983. 

Denominational positions held included:

President, Jacksonville College, Jacksonville, TX 1944-1956

President, B.M.A. Theological Seminary, Jacksonville 1956-1967

President, Central Baptist College, Conway, AR 1967-1970

Vice-President, Southeastern College, Laurel, MS 1984-1990

President, Southeastern College, Laurel, MS 1990-1995

Publications include: Pulpit Treasures, In the Midst of the Years, Bound for the Promised Land, The Church Attending God’s Business. 

John W. Gregson wrote in his book, Speaking for Christ and His Church, "...under the leadership of Gerald D. Kellar, North American Theological Seminary made great pro​gress. Starting with no funds available in 1955, the facilities are now evaluated at over one-half million dollars. With a zeal and wisdom possessed by few men in the entire world, he led out in the building and fund raising campaign which was termed 'impossi​ble' by many. With his zeal and wisdom and with the blessings of Almighty God great things were accomplished. To God be the glory, but to Gerald D. Kellar the entire North American Baptist Association offers a hearty 'thank you' and would pray God's blessing upon him in his new endeavor."
At the age of 81, Bro. Kellar was retired and spending his time promoting sales of his biography, The Pride of Springfield, written by his wife, Mary Lou Kellar. Bro. Kellar has been active in the work for 62 years, during which time he has preached in 800 churches and held over 300 revivals. 

His devoted wife, Mary Lou, has had a teaching and writing career. She wrote chil​dren's Sunday school literature for twenty-seven years, and taught English and speech at Jacksonville College and Central Baptist College for thirteen years. She taught Eng​lish in the public school system of Missouri for thirteen years, and English and speech at Southeastern Baptist College for fourteen years. She has written a com​mentary on the Book of Ruth.

Dr. Kellar passed away 28 May 2001 in Harker Heights, TX.

John William Duggar (57)
Vice President 1947-1949

Dr. John W. Duggar was born the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Duggar, the second child of seven, July 1, 1912 on a farm in Conway County, AR, just north of Plummerville. He later moved to the city of Conway, where he lived from 1926 to 1930. His father moved the family to McAllen, TX in 1929. He attended High School there from 1930 to 1932 and graduated. During these years he worked as a salesman for a year. The Lord saved him in 1926 and he was baptized the same year at Antioch Baptist Church in Conway, AR.

He lived in Fayetteville, AR while he attended the University of Arkansas from 1932 to 1938. He worked while in college for Montgomery Ward. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in the summer of 1939. He earned other degrees as well. He completed the Master of Arts degree at the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg in 1952; the Bachelor of Divinity with Greek and Hebrew at the BMA Theological Seminary in 1964; and the Doctor of Theology from the BMA Theological Seminary in 1965.

John Duggar married Eloise Maxine Boyd of Cherryville, KS on February 20, 1938. They met at Oakland Baptist Church near Fayetteville"(Branham, 8). He originally thought she was already married because she had attended the couples' class with her cousin and his wife. After inquiring about her, he found out she was not married after all so he asked his cousin's wife to arrange a date. "On their very first date he asked her to marry him after she promised to become a Baptist. She would have told him any​thing rather than lose him.”

Bro. Duggar surrendered to the ministry in February of 1938 and was ordained April 14, 1938, by Central Baptist Church on August 14. He served as a state missionary in Arkansas in 1938 to 1939 and pastored Prairie View Baptist Church in 1938. At Arkansas State Young People's meeting in June of 1938 he surrendered to foreign mis​sion work and in March of 1939 he was elected as Missionary to Brazil." The Duggars and Walter Whitley and his wife sailed together to Brazil on December 9, 1939. Mrs. Duggar later contracted a tropical disease causing them to leave the field. He served as a foreign Missionary to Brazil from 1939 to 1940. The Whitleys returned to the states in July, 1942.

In the April 23, 1941, American Baptist, he wrote that he was ready to resume pastoral work, “I have not accepted state mission work, and have come to a definite con​clusion, feeling the Lord’s leadership to do pastoral work.”

For twenty-five years, Bro. Duggar pastored the following churches: 

Davis Street Baptist Church in Sulphur Springs, TX from 1941 to 1942


Union Avenue Baptist Church in Bogalusa, LA from 1942 to 1944

Eighteenth Street (now Bellaire) Baptist Church in Port Arthur, TX


from 1944 to 1949

Parkview Baptist Church in Laurel, MS from 1949 to 1955


Central Baptist Church in Lubbock, TX from 1955 to 1960 


First Baptist of Carthage, TX from 1961 to 1966
John W. Duggar was very active in the Baptist Missionary Association and held various denominational positions. He was a member of the first committee to discuss the establishment of the seminary, which was first located at the campus of Jackson​ville College. He later was named among the Board of Trustees.


He was President of the BMAA from 1952 to 1954, Secretary of BMAA Interstate Missions from 1966 to 1970, BMAA Associate Secretary of Missions from 1970 to 1973. 


He also served as President of the Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary from March 1, 1973 to August 1, 1983. During his ten-year tenure at the BMA Seminary, the institu​tion underwent great growth. "When Dr. Duggar became president, we had eight faculty members, none of whom held a doctorate. Today our faculty numbers 13, including seven doctors, two doctoral candidates, and one doctoral student." It is no wonder that the seminary experienced such great growth under his leadership because it was his firm conviction that the cause of Christ required it and the world needed it. John Duggar said, "All who supported the establishment of the Seminary had a firm conviction that it had the sanction of God because it was based upon divine precedents found in the dis​ciple training schools of both the Old and New Testaments. The Association believed that its aim of helping to prepare ministers, evangelists, missionaries, music directors and educational directors for their tasks was altogether scriptural. The ultimate result was felt to be better qualified pastors, more souls saved, more churches organized in the nation and abroad and more money raised for the cause of Christ." 

Other ministries in which he held positions are: President of Southeastern Baptist College at Laurel, MS from 1949 to 1953, Instructor at the Baptist Missionary Associa​tion Theological Seminary from 1961 to 1966, Moderator of several local and state asso​ciations, including Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi, Baptist Missionary of Texas, and others.

He is the author of Would You Be Wise?, God's Answer to Segregation, God's Pecu​liar People, and Ministerial Ethics. He also compiled the book, Two for God. He also wrote church literature for Sunday school, Training Service, and for The Advancer for the BMAA for six years.

His most important publication was The Baptist Missionary Associa​tion of Amer​ica, 1950-1986. 

The Duggars had two daughters: Lily Mae Stark of Little Rock and Lucy Burns of Ingleside, TX.
Dr. Duggar died on August 20, 1998 at Little Rock. Funeral services were con​ducted August 25 at Temple Baptist Church. Graveside services were later conducted at Fairview Memorial Gardens, Fayetteville, AR.

Earl Oscar Lewallen (58)
Vice President, 1947-1948, 1956-1957

Bro. Earl Lewallen was born April 22, 1916, at Walnut Grove, AR, to Willie Dan and Cordia Lewallen.  He was the fifth child of nine.


He was saved at Hilltop community in a brush arbor revival near Cave City, AR on August 12, 1936.  Later he was baptized at Antioch Missionary Baptist Church in Little Rock, AR by Dr. Ben M. Bogard in 1940.


On March 27, 1938, he married Vergie Mae Sneed.  They were married fifty-five years.  From that union there were four children: Buel, Devonnia, Willie and H. Carrol.  There were eleven grandchildren. Two sons, Buel and H. Carrol, along with one grand​son, Kyle, became preachers.


With an eighth grade education (of which he went through three times because there were no higher grades at Atena School), he entered the Missionary Baptist Semi​nary at Little Rock, AR, in the fall of 1940.  He completed 5 years of study there.
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His ordination to the gospel ministry took place at Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, Little Rock, AR in September 1940. About 1946 or 1947, he was a student at Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, OK.  Pastoral duties curtailed his studies. Gulf Coast Baptist Institute, Theodore, AL (now in Hattiesburg, Mississippi) con​ferred an honorary doctorate on May 5, 1978.


During his fifty-three year ministry he pastored eighteen churches in eight states.  They are as follows:  Elgin, Tuckerman, AR 1940-1941; Prospect (place not known) 1940-1941; Zent, Zent, AR 1941-1942; Clark’s Chapel, Cherry Valley, AR 1942-1943; New Pros​pect, Colt, AR 1943-1944; First Missionary, Colt, AR 1944-1945; Broadway, Bay, AR 1944-1945; Truman, Truman, AR 1944-1945; Liberty, Shawnee, OK 1945-1948; First Mission​ary, Pensacola, FL 1948-1955; Grace (later Olive Street and now Cleveland Heights), Lakeland, FL 1955-1962; Unity, Redlands, CA 1962-1963; East Memphis (later Sheffield), Memphis, TN 1963-1972; Palafox Mission (later Pinehaven), Pensacola, FL 1972-1977; Pearl Acres, Slidell, LA 1977-1979; Mount Gilead, Iuka, MS 1979-1981; First Landmark, Rock Island, IL 1981-1987; and Michigan Avenue, Pensacola, FL 1989-1990.


His first eight churches were quarter-time (one Sunday per month).  Then his first full time church was Liberty MBC, Shawnee, OK, 1945-1948.


While in Oklahoma, he started his first bus ministry in 1945.  Later he started bus ministries in three other churches that he pastored. 


He was instrumental in helping establish three of our American Baptist Associa​tion Bible Institutes: Oklahoma Missionary Baptist Institute, Turley, OK (later in Marlow, OK); Florida Baptist Institute, Lakeland, FL (now Emmaus Baptist College, Brandon, FL); and Midwest Baptist Institute, East Peoria, IL.  Several men surrendered to preach under his ministry.


Mission work was a great part of his ministry.  He started and organized three missions into New Testament churches: Grace (later Olive Street and now Cleveland Heights) Lakeland, FL 1955-1962; East Memphis  (later Sheffield), Memphis, TN 1963-1972; and finally, Palafox Baptist Mission (now Pinehaven MBC), Pensacola, FL 1972-1977.


He was privileged to travel to Israel twice, 1970 and 1973.


He was elected to the Baptist Sunday School Committee in 1948.  In 1949 he was honored to be the chairman of that committee until 1962. 


He was honored to serve as a Vice President of the Ameri​can Baptist Association in 1947-1948 and 1956-1957; he served on the Standing Missionary Committee in1985. He was moderator of the Florida State Association 1954-1956 and moderator of the West Florida Associa​tion 1952-1955.


In 1947, Liberty Missionary Baptist Church, Shawnee, OK hosted the American Baptist Association.  Back then the host pastor (Bro. Lewallen) booked all the hotel res​ervations.  That was a large undertaking.

He conducted radio ministries in four states for many years. One of those was a daily broadcast (Monday – Friday) as well as on Sunday morning. He never asked for financial offerings, but received ample help to stay on the air. Many new members were reached by the radio ministry.  


He led in the erection of several church buildings and parsonage projects.


During his seminary days 1940-1945, he conducted back-to-back revivals every summer (all summer long – usually fourteen weeks). Great numbers of souls were saved.  At the close of each revival baptizings were conducted. At several of these bap​tizings there were anywhere from 40-48 people who followed the Lord in baptism.  


He loved the Lord and the Lord’s churches, loved people, loved his wife and fam​ily, and loved his country.  He was respected by his brethren. 

Bro. Lewallen passed away Aug. 4, 1993 at Pensacola, FL, where he is buried.

--written by his son, Buel Lewallen 


Bro. Earl Lewallen was born at Walnut Grove, AR, on April 22, 1916. The Lord called him home on August 4,1993, from Pensacola, FL.

He was saved at the age of twenty near Cave City, AR, on August 12, 1936. He sur​rendered to the call of the Lord to the gospel ministry in 1940 and was ordained by Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, Little Rock, AR, in September, 1940.

He entered the Missionary Baptist Seminary, Little Rock, AR, in September of 1940 and graduated in 1945. He also received an honorary doctorate from the Gulf Coast Bap​tist Institute, Theodore, AL (now in Mississippi).

His fifty-three year ministry included pastoring nineteen churches in eight states. He was also a missionary for many years and organized three churches: Lakeland, Flor​ida; Memphis, Tennessee; and Pensacola, Florida. He conducted radio ministries in four states for many years. Two sons and a younger brother followed his footsteps in the ministry. Additionally, he helped establish three Bible Institutes in Oklahoma, Florida and Illinois.


Bro. Lewallen served on the Baptist Sunday School Committee and was chair​man for seventeen years. The American Baptist Association honored him by electing him as one of the Vice Presidents for several terms. He served on the standing Mission​ary Com​mittee for five years.

Fred George Stevenson (59)
Fred G. Stevenson was born to George R. and Jeanette Irene (Jennie) Smith Steven​son on October 28, 1902, and was reared on a small farm in Dallas County, AR, near Fordyce.  He received his elementary education in a small school near Fordyce and accomplished his high school work in the Missionary Baptist College at Sheridan, AR. During 1924-1926 he attended Fourth District A&M College (U of A, Monticello) at Monticello, AR.  In the late 1920’s and early 1930’s, he taught for five years in the pub​lic schools.  

Bro. Stevenson professed salvation on July 4, 1932, under the pastor​ate of Bro. C. N. Glover who baptized him by the authority of the First Baptist Church in Sheridan, AR.  He surrendered and was ordained to the work of the gospel ministry in November, 1932, at which service Bro. Glover sat on the presbytery and preached the ordination sermon.  

Bro. Stevenson was among the first students who enrolled in the Mis​sionary Baptist Institute and Seminary when it opened for the first term in 1934. The following year he moved to Magnolia, AR, where he remained for nine years, teaching English and Bible languages in the Columbia Bap​tist Bible School. In autumn 1943, he returned to Little Rock and began his work as an instructor in the Greek and Hebrew languages and Bible subjects in the Missionary Baptist Seminary. It was during this period that he achieved his Doctor in Bible Lan​guages degree. He was a member of that faculty until the summer of 1971, fol​lowed by four years teaching in church Bible schools in Prescott and Camden, AR.

He married Lyda Johnson on December 23, 1934, a union to which were born five children, two of whom preceded them in death:  Mark was a casualty of the Vietnam War on March 28, 1967, at age 21; and Timothy drowned at age 19 on June 2, 1968.  Bro. Stevenson knew deep sorrow and suffered ill health at various times during his life.  His surviving children are: Fred S. Stevenson mar​ried to Virginia Plyler, of Brighton, CO; Glyna S. Patterson, widow of Jerry A. Pat​terson, of Town & Country, MO; and Jalynn S. Johnson, married to Ronnie Johnson, of Beebe, AR.  There are four grandchildren and five great-grandchil​dren.     

Bro. Stevenson could read both the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts of the Old and New Testaments with almost as much ease as the English translations.  He was largely self-taught and God truly blessed him with a keen ability to retain almost everything he read.  He truly put these attrib​utes to good work for the honor and glory of God.  

He served as pastor of at least 14 different churches in Arkansas, Louisi​ana, and Oklahoma, and many churches called on him for support in the fields of evangelism and teaching.  Bro. Stevenson was a great thinker, teacher, and writer.  

He was first elected as Recording Clerk of the ABA in 1950 at Lakeland, FL, which was the split of the BMAA. That was also the meeting at which he was elected to write the Adult quarterly. He served as recording secretary thru the 1955 session. He gave up both posi​tions because of an extended illness in 1956. 

Currently in print by the Baptist Sunday School Committee are Ste​venson’s Com​mentary on Revelation, Twenty-Six Studies in I Corinthians, Twenty-Six Studies in Galatians and Ephesians, and Direct Answers to Difficult Questions. He also wrote The Work of the Holy Spirit as his doc​toral thesis and was encour​aged by Dr. Ben M. Bogard to have it published.     

At his death on May 10, 1981, he was buried beside his two sons in the Palmyra cemetery near Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church which was his last pastorate.  Lyda Johnson Stevenson died on April 12, 1994, at age 84, and was buried beside her hus​band of 46 years.

Bro. Stevenson said, “The great doctrinal point I have tried to put over in recent years . . . . is that the New Testament is not the discussion of a new plan of salvation, but it is rather the discussion of a new way of God’s dealing with His special people in the world, this special people being the church.”

---written by Jalynn Johnson, Glyna Patterson (daughters) and Fred S. Stevenson (son)

Lawton Durant Foreman (60)
Vice President, 1947-1949, 1962

President, 1950-1951
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L. D. Foreman was born March 8, 1913 in Se​bastian Co., AR. His parents were Jess Jonathan and Willie Ann (Matthews) Fore​man.

He was saved in a "city wide" revival in Ft. Smith, conducted by the famous Mor​decai F. Ham, better known as the "Old Kentucky Home" evangelist." Central Bap​tist Church in Ft. Smith was newly organized and was meet​ing in a tent. John W. Kesner was pas​tor and administered baptism on Foreman and Mary Opal Henry whom he later united in mar​riage.

To that union were born four daughters: Rebecca Curtis and Priscilla Fore​man of Little Rock, Lynn Buff of Arlington TX, and Betty Taylor of Downsville, LA; two grand​daughters and three grand​sons. 

In 1934 the State Association of Missionary Baptist Churches held   their   mes​senger meeting in Magnolia. In this state meet​ing L. D. Foreman gave his heart, soul and hand to God, to be a minister of the gospel.  Foreman didn't return to Ft. Smith with the messen​gers from Central but went to Little Rock in Dr. Guthrie's car. On Mon​day morning he enrolled in the Baptist Bible school, and for thirty-two years, was a part of that institution, as a student, teacher, and eventually as presi​dent. He saw it develop into the Missionary Baptist Seminary and Insti​tute. 

He became pas​tor of Anti​och Baptist Church, sponsoring church of the Mission​ary Baptist Seminary, in January, 1947. He edited the Mis​sionary Baptist Search​light, the re​ligious paper, and served as the instructor and presiding officer of the school until 1966. He led in the building pro​gram for what was one of the finest school struc​tures in Lit​tle Rock at 3310 Asher Avenue. 

Bro. Foreman began his pastoral work as pastor of four "part time" churches: Pleasant Hill Missionary Baptist Church near Subiaco, First Baptist Church at Bloomer, Palestine at Green​wood and the Baptist Church in Taylor, Arkansas. After this he became pastor of Rehoboth near Ozark followed by a pas​torate at Little Springs, Pough​keepsie, then First Baptist in Cave City, Mount View at Cave City, and Mt. Pleas​ant of Cabot. He was pastor of First Baptist in Sheridan from 1942-47 and became pastor of Antioch in Little Rock in 1947 where he continued until 1966. 

After resigning from Antioch and the Seminary, Bro. Foreman took a world-tour. When he returned to Little Rock in Octo​ber, 1966, he assumed the pastorate of the newly organized Woodhaven Baptist Church.  He served as pastor until his death. 

Bro. Foreman served as moderator of the Arkansas Associa​tion from 1949 until 1953 and president of the ABA in 1950 and 51.
 He served as a member of the Bap​tist Sunday School Committee for over 43 years. 

Paul Goodwin and L.D. Capell wrote “A Tribute to Dr. L. D. Fore​man.” The first two paragraphs read, 

"When Dr. Ben M. Bogard, due to failing health, re​signed as Presi​dent of the Mis​sionary Baptist Seminary in 1946, there was only one man considered for the im​portant place of leader​ship. That man stood tall among Missionary Baptists locally and nation​ally. He had clearly demonstrated his ability to teach and lead. A few years later (1950) he proved he could per​form under pressure when he successfully presided over a stormy session of the messenger body assembly of the American Baptist Asso​ciation at Lakeland, Florida. That man was Dr. L. D. Fore​man.

"We who had the privilege of laboring with him during his tenure of 20 years as President of the Missionary Baptist Seminary were always aware of his heavy responsi​bilities. He pastored the sponsoring church, the beloved Antioch Mission​ary Baptist Church. He presided over the Missionary Baptist Seminary, taught classes, wrote books, and in many ways pro​moted the welfare of the institution. Enough? Yes, but he went further -- serving as editor of the Missionary Baptist Search​light. During that twenty-year period he did the work of three men. Pastoring, teach​ing, building, editing, and a thou​sand other things were placed upon his broad shoulders. In those 20 years of triple service Dr. L. D. Foreman touched for good liter​ally thousands of people. Only He who rewards His faithful ser​vants knows the good accomplished by this man of God.”
Bro. Foreman was used extensively in evangelistic meetings, from coast to coast and in Japan, Hawaii, Korea, Germany and Jor​dan. He traveled into some forty coun​tries, including all the Bible lands. 

Foreman was a prolific writer - nearly thirty years of news​papers and magazines - the Searchlight and Mis​sionary Baptist World. Brother Foreman also wrote twenty-three books and pamphlets, some of which are used as texts in theo​logical schools. The Bible in Eight Ages has been reprinted approximately 7 times. Others in​clude Ministe​rial Practicali​ties, A Study Course in the Gospel of John, Bib​li​cal Proofs on How to Identify the New Testament Church, Hand​book on Ordinations, and a series of eighteen booklets on the Life of Christ. He co-au​thored Cre​denda, The Church That Jesus Built, The Golden Key to Bible Analysis, and What Baptists Believe. 

Along with Ernest and Alta Payne and Mrs. Foreman, he founded the Foreman-Payne Publishers, Inc. For ten years they printed and pub​lished the Baptist World, acclaimed by many as the finest Baptist publi​cation ever. 

With the help of Mrs. Alta Payne, Dr. Foreman edited the two-volume bi​ography of Dr. Ben M. Bogard. A com​panion book to this set is a reprint of Bogard's work, Pil​lars of Orthodoxy, which he published in 1900. 

Bro. Foreman was an avid sportsman. He played both football and bas​ketball for the Ft. Smith Grizzlies while in High school. He loved the Razorbacks (both football and basketball) and was a hunter and fish​er​man. 

He died in active service on August 24, 1984, on the island of Malaita [Solomon Islands in the South Pa​cific], as he was prepar​ing to baptize several converts. 

At his funeral, Dr. J. B. Powers spoke, "His wisdom was obvious in our delibera​tions. He was kind and yet decisive. For over sixteen years as Business Manager of the Baptist Sunday School Com​mittee, I have appreciated his loving considera​tion and wise counsel. I shall, as will all who knew him, miss his presence. This tall, straight, striking figure; this kindly brother who was a bless​ing to us in the labor of the Lord."

Homer F. Gunn (61)
Vice President, 1948
EULOGY OF HOMER F. GUNN 

Homer F. Gunn was a born-again believer, a God-called minister, a doctrinally sound Baptist, and a dedicated missionary. Those who knew him, in particular those whom he shepherded :and labored with for the Lord in Illinois and surrounding states will long remember that he was one of the greatest interstate missionaries who ever served B.M.A. Baptists. He was one of seven interstate missionaries elected by the newly organized North American Baptist Association on May 26, 1950. His tenure as missionary from the spring of 1950 to the summer of 1973 was longer continuously than that of any other interstate missionary. He outlived most of the six others elected in 1950. 

Like a modern-day Paul, Brother Gunn went to an area and a people where little or nothing was known about B.M.A. work. There he found a few people of God who were concerned and willing to help. With them he established missions which later were organized into churches. He always taught them to contribute back to interstate missions which had made it possible for him to come to them as a missionary, and he did not neglect to teach them Bible doctrines as believed by B.M.A. Baptists. Someone said he was like a mother hen watching over her chicks in the way he con​tinued to assist the fledgling churches with their growth problems, building needs, and need for leadership at times when they were without a pastor. 

One year Brother Gunn worked in six different cities in Illinois in establishing and assisting churches and missions, and at the same time he explored the possibility of establishing churches in three cities in Indiana, which later was realized. Homer Gunn was a missionary with vision, and one endowed with great wisdom in how to begin a mission and to bring it to maturity. He was always a helper and friend of the pastors of newly organized and older churches in Illinois, Indiana, Nebraska, Ohio, New Jersey, New York, Michigan and Kentucky. He traveled to these areas and gave encouragement to the pastors. 

Homer F. Gunn was a person with deep insight into the Scriptures, was a fine preacher, and a great Bible teacher. He was so gifted at teaching that for a number of years B.M.A. Seminary used him as an extension instructor for courses offered in Illinois. 

The ministry of Missionary Gunn was so varied and he worked in so many different places that it was hard to keep up with him. He contacted, visited, explored mission possibilities, taught the converts and new church members or worked with missions, besides him main work in Illinois, in Lorain, Ohio; Lexington, Kentucky; Willingboro, New Jersey; Baltimore, Maryland; New Orleans, Louisiana and other cities. He as​sisted in the organization of a B.M.A. church in Lincoln, Nebraska. As the churches in Illinois grew in number, a high point in his missionary ministry was to play a vital role in the organization of the Baptist Missionary Association of Illinois-​Indiana. 

Brother Gunn worked in nineteen or more cities in Illinois, including Marion, Collinsville, Macomb, Rockford, Peoria, East Peoria, Chicago, Lincoln, Silvia, Bloomington, Belvidere, Avery, Sycamore, Downs and Morris, all in chronological order of his first working in them. In Indiana he worked at Ft. Wayne, Hammond, Gary, and Jeffersonville. 

In April of 1972, about a year before his resignation as interstate missionary, Brother Gunn reported a total of fourteen churches in the Illinois -Indiana assoc​iation. Most of them were either direct or indirect result of his effort as mis​sionary. His first work was at Marion, Illinois and his last work was at Pekin where he lived, but even then he was reaching out to help other churches and mis​sions in the area. During all his years as an interstate missionary, which began some time before 1950, he led in the organization of eighteen churches. In his last year as missionary he was happy to report that since 1950 at least twenty men in his area of work had surrendered to the gospel ministry and that all of them were continuing in faithful service to the Lord. From the spring of 1950 to the summer of 1973 his was twenty-three years of fruitful ministry. We are compelled to say, "Thank you, Brother Homer F. Gunn, for a job well done! 
by: Dr. John W. Duggar 

Secretary to Interstate Missions (1966-73) 

Baptist Missionary Association of America 
Willie Robert Speer (62)
Willie Robert "Bennie" Speer, 70, of Oklahoma City, OK died July 24 in a Midwest City hospital. He had surgery in May for a malignant lung tumor.

Speer, who surrendered to the ministry
 in1940, pastored the following churches: First, Alex, OK; First, Potosi, MO; Central, Conway; Antioch, McGehee; Farmington, Corinth, MS; and Highland Park, Midwest City, OK. He announced his "retirement" as a pastor in 1978 when he resigned at the Farmington Church and moved to Oklahoma, but he was kept busy in revivals and conferences and served several churches as interim pastor.
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A native of Boles, AR, he moved to Oklahoma as a child, and graduated from Mason (OK) High School in 1934. He played professional baseball for three years.


Speer surrendered to the ministry in 1940 and was active in associational Baptist ranks, serving on local, state and national committees. He served as president of the BMA of America in 1968 at the Montgomery, AL and 1969 Gatlinburg, TN meetings.

He is survived by his wife, Hazel Speer; two daughters, Mrs. Joyce Fagala of Gravette and Mrs. Mary Ceren of Spring, TX; seven sons, Don Speer of Rogers, James Speer of Gary, TX, Paul Speer of Fort Smith. John Speer of Pine Bluff, Charles Speer of North Little Rock, David Speer of Tyler, TX, and Ben L. Speer of Memphis; 22 grand chil​dren and one great-grandchild.

Bro. Speer has truly loved the Ministry of Central Baptist College and perhaps has shown that love best by making it possible for all of his children to attend.

Funeral services were conducted at the Highland Park Baptist Church in Midwest City, OK July 26 by Pastor Kelley GammilI and P.O. Ballard. Burial was in Alex Ceme​tery in Alex, OK. 

Their Works Follow Them

Willie Robert "Bennie" Speer was born at Boles, AR (Scott County), about fifty miles southeast of Fort Smith, on October 11, 1915. His parents were Samuel M. and Bertha Freeman Speer. Bennie was one of eight children, five of whom died of early childhood illnesses. His family moved to Oklahoma, near Henrietta, before Bennie was a year old. His father worked as a carpenter, helping to build a large glass plant. The family, along with other workers' families, lived nearby in tents.

During the winter of 1917-18 Bennie's family moved to a farm north of Okemah, in the Mason community. He lived there the rest of his childhood, with the exception of about one year the family spent in West Texas. Those were difficult days. There was not much money, but there was plenty of hard work. The Speers grew much of what they ate, including fruits and nuts and a good garden. They always had plenty to eat and clothes to wear. The next summer they built a house. Bennie graduated from Mason (Oklahoma) High School in 1934. He participated in basketball, baseball, and track. When he was a junior, he met "the prettiest girl." who would become his wife some six years later.

They graduated together in a class of seven. Hazel went to college in Ada, Okla​homa; Bennie attended a business college in Chillicothe, MO, for about six months. He then enrolled in a baseball school at Hot Springs, Arkansas. He signed a contract with the St. Louis Cardinals baseball club, and was sent to Springfield, MO, for a spring training camp. He played for the St. Louis Cardinals for just over two years, as a left-handed pitcher, of course known as "Lefty" Speer.

On April 22, 1938, Bennie and Hazel Florence Hunter were united in matrimony. She was teaching at Mason High School and coaching the girls' basketball team. Bennie went to work for an oil company and was sent to Seminole, Oklahoma, where he worked for almost three years.

Bennie was saved and baptized when he was about thirteen years old. Hazel was seventeen when she was saved during a tent revival. Bennie's preacher father baptized her. Their first child, Joyce, was born in 1939. The birth was a difficult one; the doctor feared for the lives of both mother and daughter. It was this event that influenced Ben​nie to totally surrender to the call he had felt for some time to preach. He was ordained to the gospel ministry on October 29, 1940. The following year he preached at a number of schoolhouses in the Okemah, Oklahoma, area. Then the New Bethel Baptist Church in the Bing community north of Ada, Oklahoma, called him as pastor. He pastored there for three years. Under his leadership the membership grew and they enlarged their meeting facilities. Bennie worked at other jobs while pastoring there, and his two oldest sons, Don and James, were born at Ada.

In 1944, Bennie accepted the pastorate of First Baptist Church, Alex, OK. He de​scribed the eight years at Alex as the most fruitful years of his ministry as the church had an average of forty-two people saved and baptized each year. He called those years wonderful and eventful. He said, "My, what times we enjoyed with this good people. God gave us favor. Many souls were saved and baptized."

Five more Speer children were born while the family lived at Alex. Alex was the birthplace of Paul, John, Mary, Charles, and David. Bennie was sometimes away at meetings when the births took place. On one such occasion he was in Little Rock, AR, for a meeting and he received a telegram that read, "Unto us a son is born." The Speer children were lovingly cared for by church families each time a new member was added to the family.

For a part of two years Bennie attended Oklahoma Baptist Institute which met in the old Central Avenue Baptist Church building in Oklahoma City. He would leave home on Monday morning and have classes through Wednesday afternoon. He would arrive home in time for the mid-week church services. He would spend all day on Thurs​day studying for his courses and his weekend sermons; sometimes studying all through the night Fridays and Saturdays were reserved for his family. During the eight years at Alex the Sunday School attendance reached 265. The town's population was only five hundred. "Many were the victories we enjoyed, however, there were difficulties as well. One heartache was the rift and ultimate split in the national association. I was serving as vice president when the split came in Lakeland, FL, in 1950. I did not think it neces​sary. I pled with tears that it not take place. There was no thought of quitting. We just had to regroup and keep going. I am proud of the accomplishments of the BMA of America and thankful for the small part the Lord permitted me to have in them," he said.

When David, the eighth child, was nine months old. Bennie took his family to Potosi, MO, to pastor the First Baptist Church there. The family drove to Potosi on Fri​day. The moving van that was supposed to meet them on Friday or Saturday did not arrive. There was a car full of family with no extra clothing. That Sunday the pastor wore the same khaki pants he had worn on the trip, his wife having washed and ironed them the night before, and a borrowed white shirt and tie. The moving van finally arrived late Monday.

Bennie spent fifteen years as pastor in Potosi. The church constructed a new building and enlarged the parsonage. They grew spiritually and in missions giving. In 1957, they ranked second in the national association, and first in the state, in missions giving. Bennie enjoyed a radio ministry there, as he did at most other places he pas​tored. He began an annual "Friends Day" in 1957, which became a highlight of each year. 

Bennie, from the very beginning of his ministry, supported missions and led the churches he pastored to support missions. He served as chairman of the missionary committee of the national association for the first five years after it was organized. In that capacity, he, along with others, visited the mission work in Mexico. He enjoyed the trip and rejoiced to see stable and growing churches established in the years following, through the missions efforts of the BMAA in Mexico.

Bennie enjoyed some great revivals during those years. He assisted in several meetings by directing the music. He recalled one service when the invitation lasted until almost midnight. He was thrilled to have a part in winning the lost to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus. The youngest Speer child, Bennie Lee, was born in 1957. The oldest was beginning college at Central Baptist College. Conway, AR. Mrs. Speer went back into the classroom to supplement the pastor's salary. All nine children attended Central College. Bennie once said, "The children had very little spending money while they were in col​lege. However, I never heard one of them complaining. I think they know that it was the Lord that provided just the things that were needed." 

In July, 1967, the Speer family moved to Conway, AR, where Bennie pastored Cen​tral Baptist Church for two years. He then accepted a call from the Antioch Baptist Church, McGehee, AR, where he pastored for three years. At each church he made last​ing friendships, encountered difficulties, but enjoyed numerous blessings. 

In the summer of 1971, he accepted the pastorate of Farmington Baptist Church, Corinth, MS. His eighty-four-year-old father died that same year. While living in Missis​sippi, Bennie served from 1971 until 1975 on the President's Council of Religious Lead​ers of America. In1973 he served as a trustee of Southeastern Baptist College, Lau​rel. In 1976, Brother Speer preached the annual message for the BMAA national 
association during the United States' bicentennial. He titled the message "Baptist Heri​tage."

Bennie and Hazel had lived in church parsonages most of their married life. When the time came to leave Mississippi, there was nothing in savings and no house in which to live. Once again, God supplied the need. Earlier, Bennie's sister Erma had offered him a house when he was ready to retire. He took her up on the offer, and he and Hazel moved in October, 1978, to Oklahoma City, OK, to help take care of his mother who had been living with Erma.

Bennie again pastored the First Baptist Church of Alex for one year. He served as interim pastor in Newcastle, and then accepted the pastorate of Highland Park Baptist Church, Midwest City, OK. After he resigned, the church elected him pastor emeritus. He told them. "I hope you won't regret that action." He did not plan to pastor another church, but he did not intend to quit preaching as long as he had health and opportu​nity. He enjoyed speaking in several Bible conferences; he taught the Wednes​day lesson at Highland Park the night before going to the hospital for a biopsy of a tumor in his lung.

Just days before he was found to have lung cancer, he was part of a committee that submitted the unity resolution to the BMAA in Arlington, Texas. Even when he was very sick, during the next three months, he pored over BMAA papers and church bulle​tins. He loved the Lord's work, and he loved the BMAA. He secretly, sometime in the last year of his life, wrote a lengthy autobiography that Hazel did not find until after his death. 

Bennie was a man of very few words until he got in the pulpit. His greatest joy, other than preaching the Word, was helping those who were in need. He also liked to fish and play golf. 

Willie Robert Speer, 70, passed from this life on July 24, 1986, at Midwest City Hospital, Midwest City, OK. His funeral service was conducted at the Highland Park Bap​tist Church by Pastor Kelly Gammill who was assisted by P. D. Ballard. Burial was in the Alex Cemetery, Alex, OK.

It seems fitting that an endowed scholarship fund was established in Bennie's name at Central Baptist College. "As a lasting tribute to one who served very faithfully among the ranks of BMAA Baptists until his death." The earnings from the endowment are used to provide tuition scholarships for Central College students. Thus, the scholar​ship continues to pay tribute to the service rendered by Brother Speer.

--adapted from Their Works Follow Them
David Tidwell, editor of The Baptist Trumpet wrote:

The news story on page one about the death of Bro. W.R. Speer is a reminder that all of us are mortal - we really are going to die someday, unless the Lord comes first. . .Bro. Speer was well known in BMA ranks as a man of deep convictions who could really preach the Word, and feed the flock with practical insights and applications. He was a favorite preacher among preachers because he spoke from a wealth of personal experience. The loss of that kind of man is not taken lightly. The BMA of America will miss him greatly.

His relationship with the BMA went back to its beginning. One eyewitness said the Bro. Speer stood at the 1950 division of associational Baptist and with tears running down his cheeks, urged the brethren to not allow a split. In the most recent BMA meeting he was one of the five senior men who presented the unity resolution which helped settle the dust from the "Calvinism" debate.

When counting the leaders in the Baptist Missionary Association one must go beyond the most visible - the elected officers and department leaders - to faithful men who have stood in love for their convictions 'while they promoted BMA programs. I thank the Lord for these good men.

John Alvan Rester (63)
Business Manager, 1952-1956

Bro. Rester was converted and accepted Jesus on September 1, 1905. He was elected clerk of his home church in 1909, and served until 1933 when he entered fully into pastoral work.
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He was married to Cora Alma Smith in 1908. Four children were born to the couple. He later married Ola Fae Garrison after Cora died in 1958.

He was elected clerk of the Red Creek Association in September, 1917, and was re-elected each year. He was clerk and treasurer of the Mississippi State Baptist Asso​ciation in 1922 and continued to serve in that capacity till 1932 when by his request this work be separated, and then he was elected to do the secretary work and served in that capacity with the exception of one year, 1934. He was elected again in 1935 and is now the secretary-treasurer. 

Eld. Rester was ordained to the Gospel ministry in May, 1930. He had full time pas​toral service, serving some of the best churches in the State of Missis​sippi: Cypress Creek Church, New Augusta, Ebenezer Church, Wiggins, and Hick​ory Springs Church, Pop​larville.
Following his death on July 6, 1971, the 1972 Yearbook printed the picture and short summary of Bro. Rester’s contribution to the work:

Bro. J. Alvin Rester served as Record​ing Secretary of the American Bap​tist Asso​cia​tion longer than any other man (1936-1954). Bro. Rester was a native of Mississippi and except for his service as Business Manager of the Sunday School Committee spent his entire min​istry in that state.

He was licensed to preach in 1930 and ordained in 1932. He also served as a member of the Baptist Sunday School Committee for about thirty years, and was an Emeritus member of that Commit​tee until his death.

He was an interstate Missionary for a number of years. Following the divi​sion in 1950 he was instrumental in saving many Mississippi churches and helping restore them to stability.

He served as Business Manager of the Baptist Sunday School Committee from 1952 to 1956.  At the 1956 meeting Brethren J. A. Rester and E. E. Swearingen were nominated as Business Manager. Bro. Swearingen received 433 votes and Bro. Rester 323 votes.

E. E. Swearingen (64)
Vice-President, 1955

Business Manager, 1956-1968

Bro. E. E. Swearington was born in the year 1904 in Edith Georgia. He was elected as a Vice-President in 1955. He was pastor in Mul​berry, FL at the time.  In 1956 Bro. E. E. Swearingen was elected as Business Man​ager, to succeed Bro. J. Alvan Rester. 
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He was pastor of several churches in Florida from 1932 to 1956 before moving to Texarkana, Texas. He served as Business Manager of the Baptist Sun​day School Com​mittee for the American Baptist Association for twelve years. During this time he pas​tored for six years in Oklahoma. 

In1959 he reported, “The renovation of the store together with the new fronts for the two buildings, the construction of the conference room, and numerous other changes and improvements to our property have caused much favorable comment by all who have seen it. 

“We are now ready to begin remodeling the present offices in the store into a gen​eral office and building a balcony that will house the Business Manager’s and Book​keeper’s offices.”

At the1968 meeting, Bro. Swearingen announced that he did not desire to be re-elected. Bro. Swearingen had favored that the business stay at 214 E. Broad Street, rather than relocate and build the present facilities on State Line Avenue. 

He moved to Minden, Louisiana, in 1969, where he served as the Business Man​ager and as a professor of history and general studies at the Louisiana Mis​sionary Bap​tist Institute and Seminary. He moved to St. Petersburg in 1975 and was a member of the 30th Avenue Baptist Church in St. Petersburg, Florida, where he taught the Adult Sunday School class for many years.

Dr. E. E. Swearingen died December 29, 1998, at the age of 94, at Mariner Health-Care of Pinellas Point in St. Petersburg, Florida. Survivors include his wife of seventy years, Agnes, a son, James E., Mobile, Ala​bama; a grandson, James E. Jr., Minnesota; a sister, Pauline Youmans, St. Peters​burg.

Dr. C. N. Glover paid tribute to Bro. Swearingen as published in the 1999 Yearbook:

“Much, much credit is due Bro. Swearingen for the devotion and labor that he gave to the task assigned him by the Messenger Assembly from 1955 to 1968. It took intelli​gence, know-how, planning, labor and evi​dently, much praying, for him to be able to secure and maintain the coop​eration of the churches throughout the nation, in keeping their orders coming in and the supplies going out.”

Gerald F. (Jerry) Crumley (65)
Associate Editor, 1955-1956

Vice President 1994-1995, 1997-1998
Gerald F. (Jerry) Crumley was born February 24, 1927 in Snyder, TX. Bro, Crumley was saved at the age of 7. He was married at age 19 to Jean Moran on June 26, 1946. She was born December 18, 1927 at Roseboro, AR. She grew up in Little Rock and was a member of Antioch Church.

[image: image46.jpg]


Bro. Crumley surrendered to the ministry in 1943, at the age of 16.  He was ordained to the gospel ministry in 1946 by the Antioch Baptist Church of Little Rock, AR. He graduated from the Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock, AR in 1950, with a Doctorate in Bible Languages. 

He served as pas​tor of churches in Arkansas, Texas, Kentucky and Missis​sippi: Pil​grim Rest Baptist, Little Rock for 18 months beginning late in 1946, Aus​tin Chapel, DeKalb, TX, 1949-1953; White Oak Baptist, Nancy, KY, 1953-1955. Dur​ing that same time period he was Dean of Eastern Baptist Institute, Somer​set, KY. 

While he was in the Editorial Office he pastored Midway Baptist, AR, 1956-1959 and College Hill, TX, and Pleasant View, McNeil, AR 1959-1962.

He left the Editorial Office in 1964 when he was called as pastor of Spring Creek Baptist, Benton, AR. He was there until 1975, when he was called to pas​tor the Win​burn Drive Baptist Church, Lexington, KY. In 1992 he was called to pastor Unity Baptist Church, Hattiesburg, MS. During that time he was Presi​dent of Gulf Coast Baptist Insti​tute from 1992-1996. 

The Crumleys then moved back to Texarkana and he retired from pastoring. He worked part-time with the Editorial Depart of ABA Publica​tions until his death. He also served as supply Pastor for nearby churches when needed.

Bro. Crumley was a very active leader in the American Baptist Asso​ciation. He served as a pastor, the Associate Editor in Chief of the Baptist Sunday School Commit​tee from 1955-1964, a Vice President of the Ameri​can Baptist Association in 1994-1998 and as the Assistant Chair​man of the Literature Committee for many years. 

As a writer, he authored the following books: The Pentateuch, Emotions in the Psalms, Treasures of the Word, and Revelation of Jesus Christ, and Home and Family. He also wrote Sunday School and Baptist Training Course studies, articles of a devotion nature and also free​lance articles. He did some extensive mission work and worked with at least two theologi​cal schools, both as an instructor and in administra​tion. At the time of his death, he was busy writing literature for the edito​rial office in Texarkana.

He departed this life in Texarkana, TX, to be with the Lord on Feb​ruary 4, 2000. He is survived by his wife, Jean; one son, Ben; one daugh​ter, Susan; three grandchil​dren, four great-grand​children. 

The good influence of Dr. G. F. Crumley as author, editor, pastor, educa​tor and the profound influence he had as husband, father, brother, grandfather and friend is a good testimony to his Savior-Jesus Christ. He will be sorely missed by many people.

Oran Heaton Griffith (66)
Editor-in-Chief, 1955-1980
At the June, 1980 meeting Bro. O. H. Griffith announced he was retiring as Edi​tor-in-Chief, after twenty-five years of service. A plaque and a $1,000 check were pre​sented to him in appreciation of his years of faithful service.

ORAN HEATON GRIFFITH 1914 - 2004


Oran Heaton Griffith was born to Greer and Ethel Griffith on Novem​ber 24, 1914. He was saved and baptized at Mt. Bethel MBC in Gary, Texas, in 1928. In the summer of 1931, he began to court Alice Marie Bradbury while his father, Greer Griffith, was pastor​ing the Smyrna Church in Oak Flat Community, and in 1934 they were married on the front porch of his father's house, by his father (Greer Griffith).
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He was licensed to preach (1936) and ordained in 1938 by Smyrna Church in Mt. Enterprise, Texas. During his early ministry, he pastored small rural churches in Panola and Rusk counties. Due to the financial situations of most churches of that day he remained bi-vocational and made his family a living by preaching and teaching school.  He received a Bachelor of Science Degree from Stephen F. Austin and Doctor of Theol​ogy from Texas Baptist Institute and Seminary.

There was once a time when he pastored two churches at one time, one church would have first and third Sunday services while the other had second and fourth Sunday services. He taught at Jumbo, Texas, and Sulphur Springs, Texas, and later at Mt. Enterprise, Texas. Finally in 1948 he was called to pastor the church at White Oak, Texas, and that was his first full-time pastorate. He pastored the church until 1955 when he was elected to be the Editor-in-Chief of the American Baptist Sunday School Committee. During his ministry as editor-in chief, he additionally served as the first pas​tor of Lowell Street Baptist Church unti1 1985. 


Bro. Griffith then decided to completely retire and move back to Laneville, Texas, where he had graduated high school. During his retirement in Laneville, he became a member of the church which ordained him and taught Sunday School, contin​ued to fill preaching appointments, con​duct lectures, and generally enjoyed staying active in his retirement.


Oran Heaton Griffith had a full life. In reading a book he had written called Mem​oirs, he speaks of his injury and life and says this: "Some have asked, 'What have you learned from this that might be helpful to others?' I don't know if I really learned any​thing. But I do have a far greater appre​ciation and under​standing for the efforts, physi​cal stamina, and endur​ance of physically handi​capped people. If those without such handicaps worked as hard to succeed as they do, there is no telling what might be accomplished.               


Second, I certainly have learned to appreciate friends more than before. The many, many visits, phone calls, cards and letters were very helpful. Every one was cherished because each brought a ray of sunshine with it. 


Third, I think I have a greater appreciation for life itself. I came so very near to pass​ing through the exit from earth into eternity. I have often wondered why the Lord closed the exit. At this writing I will soon be sev​enty-two years old and have realized my major goals in life. I know that the afterlife is much to be desired to this, but when to termi​nate the physical life is God's decision. I will patiently, and I pray cheerfully, await His call. Until then, I pray that I can somehow serve the Lord acceptably and be a help and encouragement to others on life's often-wearisome journey. I pray that God will grant me a peaceful exit. It is my desire to live openly before Him who saved me, keeps me and will some day enthrone me in glory."


Oran Heaton Griffith went to be with the Lord January 28, 2004, at around 4:45 p.m. He had reached the age of 89 years, 2 months and 4 days. He is sur​vived by: his son and daughter-in-law, Leo and Jody Griffith of Georgetown.
---William Griffith, Nephew
Vernon Lee Barr (67)
Vice President, 1944, 1973, 1977, 1978

 President, 1980-1981 

Dr. Vernon L. Barr served as President of the American Baptist Association in Phoe​nix, AZ in the same year that he celebrated fifty years in the gospel ministry. 
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Vernon L. Barr was born November 18, 1906 to John and Lydia Barr in Jackson​ville, Cherokee County, TX. Later the family moved to Madisonville, TX. At the age of three years, Vernon was afflicted with polio, which debilitated his right foot and leg. From that time until his death, he depended upon a set of crutches, but he never per​mitted this physical impairment to be a handicap. 

 His grandfather whittled his first pair of crutches out by hand. At the age of seven his mother died, leav​ing the husband and small children. His father moved the family to Oklahoma and then Kansas. He graduated from High School in Oxford, KS. 

At the time of his salvation in 1931 at age 24, he was living at Waco, TX. Three days after he was saved he felt God's call to preach. He was ordained to the gos​pel minis​try in 1932 by the Tabernacle Baptist Church in Waco. 

Like a train engine with an overload or steam which is suddenly set at full throttle, he immediately began a ministry that, until a short two weeks before his death, had not run out of steam.
Over the length of his ministry, he attended various schools both as student and as a teacher. He received the Doctor of The​ology degree from the Texas Baptist Institute at Henderson, Texas.

Bro. Barr led in organizing the first church he pastored, White​hall Missionary Bap​tist Church in Falls County, TX. He was assisted by Dr. D. L. Hamilton, who was on furlough from his mission field in Brazil. He also pastored the Carter-Munch Baptist Church near Marlin, TX. 

This began a long and fruitful ministry which was to leave Texas, go to Okla​homa for about eight years involving several churches, then back into Texas. His min​istry was as diversified as it was fruitful. He was missionary, radio preacher, debater, evangelist, lecturer, writer, school organizer and administrator. He was most of all a loving pastor and as such served the Dallas Missionary Baptist Church for more than 32 years. Other pastorates included Healdton, OK; First Baptist Church of Alex, OK; Missionary Baptist Church of Sul​phur, OK; Mission​ary Baptist Church of Seminole, OK. His last pastorate was the Mission​ary Baptist Church of Dallas, TX, where he served 32 years and two months.

Founder of Mexican Baptist Institute
Under his ministry in Dallas, the ABA Mexican Baptist Institute was established in 1969. Bro. Barr has served as president and chief promoter of the Institute since its be​ginning. 

He has served many years at different times on both the Sunday School Commit​tee and the Missionary Commit​tee. He also served three times as a Vice-President of the American Baptist Associa​tion. He was president of the American Baptist Association in 1980, 1981. He also served as a member of the Missionary Committee and in many other ways.
His expressed wish was that he be remembered for his preaching of the gospel un​der which hundreds have come to know the Lord. He has conducted revival meetings- hundreds of them in Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas, Tennessee, New Mexico, Florida, Mis​sissippi, Alabama, Old Mexico, Kentucky, Arkansas, California, Michigan, and North Carolina.
Bro. Barr also enjoyed an extensive radio ministry, beginning over a small radio station in Ardmore, and then he broadcast over a small network centered in Shawnee. After returning to Texas, he started the "Rock of Ages Broadcast" over a Dallas station, and finally in the late 1950's, he broadcast over the powerful XEG radio station at Del Rio, Texas. 

Bro. Barr was widely known for the fifty-six debates he held. His first debate was with a representative of the "Jesus Only" movement. However, most of his debates were with those representing the Church of Christ viewpoint. 

 In spite of his physical handicap, he was always physically active.  Con​cerning his handicap, Ray O. Brooks wrote, "IF YOU REALLY KNEW HIM, YOU KNEW HE WAS FIERCELY INDEPENDENT. Although he bore in his body a thorn in the flesh, he re​fused to feel sorry for himself and he rejected all hands extended in pity. Maybe he was blessed beyond most of us..." 

He resigned as pastor of the Missionary Baptist Church in Octo​ber, 1976. Bro. Ver​non Barr went to glory December 3, 1982, at the age of 76.

 He shall be remembered by the thunderous, "Brother Moderator," by which he gained the floor to add his great wisdom to whatever business was being discussed or to defend some principle he thought was being abused. He was a man who will not soon be forgotten.
Austin Toliver Powers (68)
Secretary-Treasurer of Missions, 1948-1952
 President, 1957-1958

Austin T. Powers was born June 26, 1896, at Comanche, TX. While he was still a boy the family moved to Oklahoma. Austin was saved at Mangum, August 6, 1918, three days after marrying Ida Lee Chapman. To that union six children were born: Mil​dred, J. B., Alice, Austilene, Opal and Coy. 

He was licensed to preach by the Pleasant View Baptist Church near Mangum on the second Saturday in October 1919.
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He entered the Missionary Baptist College, Sheridan, AR, in September, 1921, and received the Th. B. degree on June 1, 1925. He was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree by Missionary Baptist Seminary and Institute, Little Rock, in 1931.  He was awarded the Doctor of Bible Lan​guages degree by Missionary Baptist Seminary and Institute, Little Rock, in 1948.

He was ordained by First Baptist [then Big Creek] Church, Sheri​dan, in December, 1923, and his first pastorate was Belfast Baptist near Sheridan (1923-1924).  Other pastorates included:

Promise Land, Hamburg, AR, 1925-1936; Pauline, Monticello, AR, 1936-1939; Main Street (now Olive Street), Pine Bluff, AR, 1939-1943; Oaklawn, Hot Springs, AR, 1943-1948; Ebenezer, Henderson, TX, 1952-1956; East Side, Minden, LA, 1956-1962. His last pastorate was Westlawn Baptist Church in Texarkana, 1963-1964.

He pastored in Arkansas from 1923 to 1948, when he was elected Secretary-Treas​urer of Missions for the American Baptist Association. He resigned this position in March, 1952, and accepted the pastorate of Ebenezer Church, Henderson, TX, and while there he taught in the Texas Baptist Institute.

Brother Powers was elected Dean of the Louisiana Missionary Baptist Institute, Min​den in 1956, and also pastored Eastside church of Minden until 1962.

Brother Powers was a messenger to the organizational meeting of the American Bap​tist Association in 1924, and to every annual session thereafter until 1973, save one. He was honored as President of the American Baptist Association for two terms, 1957-1958.

Dr. Powers wrote the Junior Sunday School quarterly from 1940 until 1968. He co-authored the "Oral History" of the ABA, which was pub​lished in 1979.

Bro. Powers died in Texarkana on Oct. 14, 1975, and was buried in East Memo​rial Gardens. 
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