SIOPEN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – GHENT - 5-7 SEPTEMBER 2012


PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Dear SIOPEN members,
It is our pleasure to welcome you in Ghent for the 2012 SIOPEN Annual General Meeting. 

The official AGM meeting starts Thursday, September 6th at 9.00 a.m. and will end on Friday 7th, at 05.00 p.m. Specialty committees will meet on Wednesday the 5th. 

In order to make your stay as enjoyable as possible, we have summarised some useful practical information below. In case something is unclear, if you need more information or have any problems, please feel free to contact the local organising committee members or our secretaries. 

The local organising committee.  

Tom Boterberg



Radiotherapy


 

University Hospital Gent

Tom.boterberg@ugent.be
Tel hospital: +32 9 332 5452

Geneviève Laureys

Pediatric Hematology, Oncology and Stem cell Transplantation

University Hospital Gent

Genevieve.laureys@ugent.be
Tel hospital: +32 9 332 3587 

Secretaries: tel: +32 9 332 2416

phosec@uzgent.be
Bénédicte Brichard

Cliniques Universitaires St-Luc, 
Brussels
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LANGUAGE

Belgium has three official languages: Dutch, French and German.  German is spoken in a few places in the eastern part of the country.  French is the language of Wallonia, the southern part of Belgium.  Ghent is situated in Flanders, the northern part of Belgium, where Dutch, or more specifically Flemish, is spoken.  The capital city Brussels is bilingual French and Dutch.  Most Belgians understand and speak French and/or English.  Several cities and places have a different spelling in the different languages, which may be confusing at times… The official city name in Dutch is Gent, in English it is Ghent and in French Gand.  The same holds for Brussel, Brussels and Bruxelles respectively.  

VENUE

The AGM on 6 and 7 September will take place at the Ghent University Culture and Conference Centre “Het Pand”, located Onderbergen 1 in Ghent.  “Het Pand” is a historical monument: this unique building is a former Dominican monastry, situated along the river Leie, in the historical city centre. 

The specialty committee meetings on 5 September will take place at Ghent University Hospital, located De Pintelaan 185 in Ghent.   Meeting rooms are indicated on the final programme.

Please check the hospital map included with the final programme! 

TRAVEL TO GHENT

By car

Ghent is located near the crossing of two major European highways: the E40 connecting western and eastern Europe, and the E17 connecting northern and southern Europe.  Ghent University Hospital has its own exit (nr. 9) on the E17 and the city centre (exit called “Gent Centrum”) can be reached via the B401, also on the E17.  However, since several areas in the city centre are car-free, traffic jams can be horrific especially during rush hour, parking is limited and rather expensive and the public transport is well organised, we do not recommend you to come by car! 

By plane

The main Belgian airport is Brussels Airport (http://www.brusselsairport.be/en/) with direct flights from all European and many non-European countries. There is a train station at level –1 of the airport.  

At 52 min. past every hour, there is a direct train to Ghent, only stopping at the three main stations in Brussels and arriving in Ghent a little less than 1 hour later.  

Alternatively, there are trains to the main Brussels stations every 15 minutes, where you can change to Ghent (see next paragraph).  Tickets (14 EUR 2nd class, 19.2 EUR 1st class) can be bought at the ticket machines in the entrance hall, at the ticket office and on the train (a surcharge applies).  A taxi from the airport (or Brussels) to Ghent is rather expensive: prices vary between 70 and 250 EUR depending on the type of car and keep in mind that during rush hour it may take 2 hours or more to get out of the traffic jam on the ring around Brussels.  

Caution: low cost airlines often do not fly to Brussels Airport (code = BRU), but to Brussels South Airport (code = CRL), which is located in Charleroi! Please verify when booking your flight! To get to Brussels from Charleroi Airport, take a bus or taxi to Gare Charleroi-Sud (“Gare” = station in French) and take a train to Brussels South/Zuid/Midi Station (not to be confused with the airport…), or take a bus from the airport to to Brussels South/Zuid/Midi Station.  (Single =13 EURo, Return = 22 EUR). Continue by train. 

By train

There are at least 2 direct trains per hour to Ghent from one of the main stations in Brussels.  These stations (which are all connected to each other) are North – Noord – Nord, Central – Centraal – Central, South – Zuid – Midi in English, Dutch and French respectively.  On the direct trains (designated IC or P), Ghent is the next station after Brussels Zuid/Midi, in about 30 min.  The main station in Ghent is Saint-Peter – Sint-Pieters – Saint-Pierre, again in the three languages.  In Brussels, announcements are made in Dutch and French, sometimes also in English.  Once you have left Brussels, announcements are made in Dutch only.  Tickets (8.5 EUR 2nd class, 13 EUR 1st class) can be bought at the ticket machines in the station hall, at the ticket office and on the train (a surcharge applies).  Timetables can be found at http://www.b-rail.be/nat/E/.  

High speed trains from France (Thalys and TGV), the UK (Eurostar) and Germany (ICE) arrive at Brussels Zuid/Midi.  Some Thalys trains also go to Ghent without the need to change in Brussels.  Please follow the link “Europa” on the abovementioned website of the Belgian railways to book your train.  

TRAVEL IN GHENT

By car

Ghent University Hospital (“Universitair Ziekenhuis Gent”, UZG) has its own exit on the E17.  Follow the signs UZG once you have left the highway.  There is a parking on the campus.  

There is a public parking called Sint-Michiels (P7) very close to Het Pand.  However, as mentioned above, we do not recommend you to come by car, especially not to Het Pand.  

By tram and bus

Ghent has a cheap and well organised public transport system with busses and trams (http://www.delijn.be/en/index.htm/).  Tickets can be bought at every stop from a machine (1.2 EUR) or on the bus or tram (2 EUR) and are valid for one hour.  A day pass costs 5 or 7 EUR at a machine or on the bus or tram respectively, a three day pass costs 10 or 12 EUR.  

Het Pand can be reached from the station Gent St-Pieters with tram 1 (every 6 minutes) or tram 24 (every 20 minutes) or from Gent Zuid (the main bus and tram station) with tram 4 (every 6 minutes), tram 24 (every 20 minutes) or bus 17 (every 30 minutes).  Exit at Korenmarkt.  Most hotels in the city centre, however, are within walking distance from Het Pand.  

Ghent University Hospital can be reached from the station Gent St-Pieters with tram 4 (every 6 minutes, exit De Pintelaan) or from Gent Zuid (the main bus and tram station) with bus 5 (every 15 minutes).  Exit at Universitair Ziekenhuis.

By taxi

As mentioned before, Het Pand is situated in the city centre and within walking distance from most hotels.  If you wish to take a taxi, we recommend you to phone or order it at your hotel or the registration desk, as it is not common for taxis to drive around the city to pick up passengers.  The minimum price is 8 EUR, increased by 2 EUR/km for trips longer than 3 km.  Taxis can be phoned at 09 333 33 33 or 09 222 22 22 (different companies).  

Registration and Social program

You can register for the meeting and pick up your badge and meeting bag at the registration desk on Wednesday 05/09/2012 at the ‘kinderziekenhuis Prinses Elisabeth’, University Hospital Ghent (UZ Gent), 0K12D, De Pintelaan 185, 9000 Gent (12:00 -14:00 or later).  Specialty committees meeting in another building than ‘Kinderziekenhuis Prinses Elisabeth’ will get their badges and bags in their meeting room, please check the final programme!

Registration is also possible on Thursday, 06/09/2012 in Het Pand.

The welcome reception is for free and takes place on Wednesday 05/09/2012 ~19.30 in the STAM museum, Bijlokesite,  Godshuizenlaan 2, Gent. A guided visit to this award winning museum on the history of Ghent is included!.

The dinner will take place on Thursday 07/09/2012 in the Handelsbeurs, Kouter 29. Please bring your dinner ticket which will be in your meeting bag!   In case you have registered for the dinner but have not yet paid, please have 50 € ready in cash, as we are not able to process debit or credit card payments (an ATM is available in the hospital). You can specify also if you want meat or fish as main course.,  

CATERING

Coffee breaks and lunch will be served in Het Pand on 6 and 7 September.  On 5 September, coffee and lunch will be available in your committee meeting rooms.  

Tom en Geneviève’s favourites in Gent

Restaurants:

De Blauwe Zalm, Vrouwebroersstraat 2 (fish)

De Acht Zaligheden, Oudburg 4

De 3 Biggetjes, Zeugsteeg 7

Bij den Wijzen en den Zot, Hertogstraat 42

Jan Van den Bon, Koning Leopold II-laan 43

Coeur d'Artichaut, Onderbergen 6

De Kruik, Donkersteeg 6 (fish)

Belga Queen, Graslei 10

The House of Eliott, Jan Breydelstraat 36 (fish)

coctail bar: Jigger’s, Oudburg 16

Special Beer café’s 
De Hopduvel: Rokerelsstraat 10
‘t Galgenhuisje, Groentenmarkt (Ghent’s smallest pub)

Het Waterhuis aan de Bierkant, Groentenmarkt

De Dulle Griet, Vrijdagmarkt

Trappistenhuis, Brabantdam 164 
Museums:

Museum Dr. Guislain (history of psychiatry in Ghent), Jozef Guislainstraat 43

SMAK (City Museum for Modern Art), Citadelpark

TRACK is a city-wide art and culture project by contemporary artists. More information can be obtained from the SMAK ( exhibition ends 15/09/2012) 

Museum voor Schone Kunsten (Museum of Fine Arts), Citadelpark

Design Museum, Jan Breydelstraat 5

Illuseum (optical illusions), Victor Braeckmanlaan 123

Music: 
The music season starts later, from mid September.  There is a Jazz park festival :  from 07/09- 10/09/2012 at Gent Zuidpark, tickets needed!

Shopping

Shopping streets: Veldstraat, Mageleinstraat, Koestraat, Brabantdam, Vlaanderenstraat

Special shops: 

The fallen angels, for those who require a little bit of nostalgia this is the place to visit. Here you will find old postcards, devotion cards, old dolls, bears, old toys, tin cookie jars, etc.Jan Breydelstraat nr. 29-31

Antique/brocante shop: the Depot, Baudelostraat 15,  other shops  in the neighbourhood of the castle Gravensteen
Chocolate: well known “pralines”:  Daskalides or Leonidas, Neuhaus  and Godiva: more known at the international market, favourite chocolate : Côte d’or.

Lace: Kloskanthuis, Korenlei 3.
Places, Squares, Markets 

Vrijdagmarkt

Sint-Jacobs

Kouter

Sint-Baafsplein

Korenmarkt

‘ t Patershol

Graslei en Korenlei:  during Summer evenings like the Spanish steps in Rome, Young people are meeting there!

Gravensteen : medieval castle

Don’t forget to visit one of the abbeys or beguinages, oases of peace and quiet in the busy heart of the city. Small Beguinage: Lange Violettestraat 209, 9000 Ghent, Former St.-Elisabeth Beguinage: Begijnhofdries, 9000 Ghent , Large Beguinage: E. Van Arenbergstraat, 9040 Ghent-Sint-Amandsberg

On Sunday morning there are different markets:

· Kouter: flower market, and you can eat as appetizer oysters etc..  at a small blue oyster bar 

· St Jacobs: Flea and antique market

If you have not the time to visit it all, plan to come back!
WEATHER

At the beginning of September, it is usually still pleasantly warm in Belgium with day temperatures between 18 and 22°C and around 13°C at night.  However, the weather can be rather unpredictable ranging from a very nice Indian summer with sunny weather and temperatures above 25°C to cloudy, wet and a rather cold 12°C.  Check the weather forecast on http://www.meteo.be/meteo/view/en/65239-Home.html
MONEY, POSTAL SERVICES AND ELECTRICITY

As in most countries of the European Union, the currency in Belgium is the euro since 2002.  Banks and post offices are usually open from 9.00 till 12.00 and from 14.00 till 16.00.  Some branches in the city centre are open till 18.00 or on Saturday morning.  ATM’s are available at about every bank branch and accept most debit and credit cards.  More and more ATM’s are not located “in the wall”, but in a separate room in front of the actual branch and are used as selfbanking machines.  During working hours, these rooms are freely accessible, but before and after, you need to swipe your debit or credit card to open the room.  There are two ATM’s in the hospital.  Tipping is expected for good service at restaurants (5-10%).  Power supply is 220 V AC.  

EMERGENCIES AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

The general emergency phone number in Belgium is 112, which connects you to the regional fire brigade and ambulance dispatching or the police if indicated.  The police can also be contacted directly on 101 for emergencies. 
In case of minor medical problems, please contact the registration desk or one of the local organisers.  If you have a European health insurance card or E111 form with you, all medical (emergency) cost will be reimbursed upon your return home.  
Participation to the meeting and/or its related events is entirely at you own risk.  The organisers cannot be held responsible for any damage, injuries or death.  Please make sure that you are properly insured!"
TIME ZONE

Belgium is located in the Central European Time zone, this is GMT/UTC + 1 h. 

SIGHTSEEING

Ghent is one of the most attractive cities in Belgium.  This medieval city has a long history and is at the same time very contemporary.  There are lots of cultural events every day ranging from ancient music, classical concerts, opera, theatre, musical, pop and rock concerts to visits to several historic buildings like the cathedral or the belfry and museums displaying artistic pieces from the very beginning of the city to the most recent modern art.  Additionally, Ghent boasts numerous shops and dozens of excellent restaurants.  Extending your stay with the weekend is certainly recommended!  You will find all details in the brochure in your conference folder or at http://visitgent.be/. 

We organized a short walk through the historic centre before the conference dinner on Thursday evening.  The guides will pick you up at Het Pand at the end of the meeting.  The walk ends at the Handelsbeurs where the dinner takes place.  

CME CREDITS

CME credits have been requested and more information will be available in due time.  

Practical information
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